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1. Name of Property
historic name. Elnathan Nye House (preferred)

other names/site number. Solomon Nye House

2. Lnratinn

Street & number. 33 Old Main Road not for publication
city or town. Falmouth . vicinity
state Massachusetts code MA county Barnstable ,code QQ1 zip code Q2556

3- State/Ferieral Affenr.y Certifiratinn

As the designated authority under the National Historic Preservation Act of 1986, as amended, | hereby certify that this (“nomination
» request for determination of eligibility meets the documentation standards for registering properties in the National Register of
Historic Places and meets the procedural and professional requirements set forth in 36 CFR Part 60. In my opinion, the property

0 meets » does not meet the National Register Criteria. | recommend that this property be considered significant

* nationally « statewide O*locally. (¢ See continuation sheet for additional comments.)

Signature of certifying official/Title Brona Simon, Deputy State Historic Preservation Officer Date
Massachusetts Historical Commission

State or Federal agency and bureau

In my opinion, the property « meets « does not meet the National Register criteria. (¢ See continuation sheet for additional Comments.)

Signature of certifying official/Title Date

State or Federal agency and bureau

nnnai Park Servire Certifination
I. hereby certify that this property is:
| entered in the National Register
» See continuation sheet.
» determined eligible for the
National Register
» See continuation sheet.
» determined not eligible for the
National Register
* removed from the
National Register
» other (explain);



Elnathan Nye House
Name of Property

3. Classification

Ownership of PropertyCategory of Property

X private X building(s)
public-local district
public-State site
public-Federal structure

object

Name of related multiple property listing

(enter N/A if property is not part of a multiple property listing)
N/A

6. Function or Use

Historic Functions
(Enter categories from instructions)

Domestic: single dwelling, secondary structure

Agriculture: storage, field, outbuilding, windmill, animal
facility

7. Description
Architectural Classification
(Enter categories from instructions)

Colonial: Georgian

Narrative Description

Barnstable, Massachusetts
County and State

Number of Resources within Property

Contributing Non contributing

2 buildings
sites

1 structures
objects

3 TOTAL

Number of contributing resources previously
listed in the National Register
0

Current Functions
(Enter categories from instructions)

Domestic: single dwelling, secondary structure

Materials
(Enter categories from instructions)
Foundation: stone

Walls: wood shingle, wood clapboard
Roof: asphalt shingle

(Describe the historic and current condition of the property on one or more continuation sheets)

See Continuation Sheets
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7. Narrative Description
Summary

The Elnathan Nye House is a V2 sory, wood-frame, Colonia era houseof rectangular plan under ageble
roof with 9de and rear els and an endosad front portico. The current two by five bay main block results
from two building periods — the first ca 1735 and the sscond in 1772. Exterior materias include wood
clapboard and shingle walls, an agphdt shingle roof, a sone foundation, and abrick center chimney. The
interior retains many early features including fireplaces; three beehive ovens (one ca. 1735 and two
1772); plager walls onriven lath; and wood panding, floors, and door/window/comerpost casngs. The
Elnathan Nye House is Sted on a 155 acrelot on the esst Sde of Old Main Road, south of the village
center (North Falmouth National Register District: 1998). Embracing abam and the remains of severd
donewallsinaddition to the house, the property is an exceptionaly complete and well-preserved
example of amid 18th century dwelling complex that hes evolved over time. Depite cessation of
agricultura activitiesca 1940 and the subssquent, gradud, loss of acreege, the remaining dements
clearly reflect the property's 260-year history and aso illuminate the development of both village and
tovm.

Site and Setting

The Elnathan Nye House is located in North Falmouth which is one of severd villageswithin the Town
of FAmouth. The town as awhole occupies alarge geogrgphic areaa the southwest comer of the Cape
Cod peninsula with an unusudly extensive 67 mile coadtline dong both Buzzards Bay (west) and
Vineyard Sound (south). North Falmouth isthe northernmogt village on the Buzzards Bay coest above
Wes Famouth and Quissett/Woods Hole. The land surrounding the Nye House is ussd dmost entirely
for resdentia purposes. A prominent exception isamodem school on the west Sde of Old Main Road
and well north of the Nye House, the school isnot visible from the house. Thelotsin this areaare large
and severd have woods andfiel dsthat harbor native fiora and fauna. Severd early gonewalls assodated
with the former Nye farm remain on the surrounding properties, illustrating the historical connection to
the land. Someof thosewallsmn dong Old Main Road and are highly visible. The most prominent man-
mede features in the areaare three north-south trangportation routes including the tracks of the former
Old Colony Railroad and Route 28A, both of which lie eedt of the house, and Old Main Road which
defines the westem edge of the property. Old Main Road is shown on the earliest mgpsof the area and
wes part of the old road system that ran dong the shore of Buzzards Bay to Famouth Village. Theland
west of the property is upland forest with evations ranging from 20 to 90 feet above sa level before it
drops down to the ocean. Much of it was part of the farm through the early 20th century.

(continued)
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TheNye House is sat back gpproximately 60" from the eest Sde of Old Main Road with the bam fiirther
back a gpproximately 200" (photo #4). Both buildings are accessad by an unpaved drive thet enters the
north sde of the property and curves between the two buildings. An earlier grassy lane goesaround the
north sde of the ham and continues beyond the current property line to the railroad tracks and aglecia
pond that was known as Crowell Pond during the 19th century. Filling and constmction activities by the
railroad have reduced the pond to averna pool. Still in exigence is acattle pass (MHC #916) buih by the
ralroad in 1871-1872, which alowed access under the tracks to water and pasture. The origina granite
smcture has recently been removed and replaced with concrete. Remnants of donewalls continue to
define portionsof the north, south, and west sdesof the Nye House property. Another sonewall on the
eed Sde of therailroad tracks dso remains in place.

House Exterior

The Elnathan Nye House is an excdllent and well-preserved example of 18th century architecture. The
northem front portion was consmcted ca. 1735, while the south and rear portions dateto 1772. Typical
of thistime period, the resulting smcture hes atimber frame built on afive by two bay rectangular plan.
Three later additionsto the 18th century main block include an endasaed entrance portico (ca 1850)
which isdightly off center on the five bay west facade, asmall one story gabled wing (ca. 1920) that
extends south from the southwest comer of the west Sde elevation, and alarger 1 Vi story gabled kitchen
wing (ca 1850) that projects esstward from the southesst comer of the rear eedt evation. Off the south
dde of the kitchen wing isashed roof addition, which includes a screened porch and alaundry room.
This addition probably dates to the first quarter of the 20" century but could be as late as the sscond
quarter.

Themain block rises Vi gories from afoundation of large, mortared, random-laid,flat-faced,granite
fieldstones to agable roof with ared brick center chimney. Thereisacdlar under al of the main block
except the original northwest comer. A donewell-type ssmcture of unknown use or dateis found in the
comer adjoining the rear bulkhead entrance. There isaso amassve centra chimney beseof fieldstone
origindly laid up in clay and limestone mortar which hes been patched with cement mortar. A separate
concrete block foundation wes excavated benesth the ca. 1850 rear kitchen wing a an unknown date in
the 20th century. Thereisno cellar under the ca. 1920 south Sde wing. The main block roof congsts of
ealy wide (15" - 20") underboards now covered with asphdt shingles in shedes of dark gray to Smulate
the gppearance of weethered caedar shingles, atypica early materid. The additionsare similarly

(continued)
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shingled. All roofsare equipped with gutters and downspouts, those on the main block are aluminum.
Wooden gutters gopear on the wings. The chimney isorigina to the roofline. The upper portion was
rebuilt in the early 1960s maintaining the same shepe and materias.

The wes facade is covered with wood dagpboards while the other dlevations are covered with weethered
white cedar shingles. The clgpboards gppeear to be original to the house. They average4’ - 6' in length,
have beveled overlapping ends and are held in place by 18th century hand-wrought nails with tapered
Sdesand rounded hammered heeds. The shingles have been replaced over time but maintain the
origina materia. Trim conggs of smple panded comerboards, fascia, facade comice, and raked gable
moldingswithout comice retums. Unless otherwise specified, windows contain 12/12 double-hung
wooden sseh that typifiesthe 18th century. In this case however, mog of the 12/12 saeh resuh from a
1950s restoration. One origina 12/12 sseh remains in place above the main entrance and two were
reused in the Sdesof the ca 1850 entrance porch. Smadler attic windows contain 6/6 seeh. The
degpboards and trim are painted white, acolor that dates to the 1920s

The primary west facade faces Old Main Street. Itis symmetrically organized, and is focused ona
dightly off-center, endlosed, gable-roof entrance porch (mid 19th century) (photo #1). The center
entrance bay is framed by two windows on eech sde. Five windows are digned abovethe first sory
window and door openings. Fecadewindows display the distinctive, heavy, molded heeds and silisthat
are typical of themid 18th century. Second story windows are framed into the molded comice. The
entrance porch is covered with wood cgpboards and trimmed with comerboards. Itisendosed by a
pedimented, gable roof A modem 1960s two-light, panded wooden door is st within amid 19th
century molded frame with plain comerblocks. A large, native pink granite sep fronts the entrance,
Windowswith reused, 18th century, 12/12 saeh gppear on both Sde wallsof the porch. All five facade
windows are equipped with modem, louvered, wooden shutters. Two shuttersthat pre-date 1880 are
dored in the bam.

The north sde eevation of the main block contains two vertically digned windows & the first and
seoond stories and one centered in the gable (photo #3). The first and sscond story windows display
heavy, pegged wooden framesthat project boldly from the wall surface. Some have plain gorons
benesth the sill. On the south Side, the westem half of the first story is covered by the small 1920s wing
while apair of 12/12 windowsare located to the eest. Single 12/12 windows occupy the two sscond
dory bays. An extraand smdler 6/6 window was added next to the eest window to light the relocated
rear sair in the mid 20th century. The gable contains a single 6/6 window. Windows on this Sde display
sample board frameswith narrow molding gtrips around the outer edges that areflush with thewall. The
southem third of the rear eest elevation is covered by the reer wing. Elsawhere & the first Sory, there is

(continued)
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a snglewindow in the north bay and amodem paired casamant window in the center bay adjacent to the
wing. It risesdirectly above adanted wooden bulkhead that provides acoess to the cdllar. Three
windows are evenly gpaced acrossthe northem two-thirds of the rear eevation; none are digned with the
first sory openings. Thesewindows have smple board framesthat lack moldingsand are flush with the
wall surface.

As previoudy noted, two wingsof one gory height extend from the main block (photo #2). Although
later in date, both echo the exterior wall materids, Smple painted trim, and gable roof form of the main
block. The smdler of the two wes atached to the southwest comer of the south Sde elevationin the
1920s Itisatiny one by one bay Sructure that rises one sory. It contains windows on the south and
eed Sdesand a sscondary entry onthe west. The windows have plain frames and contain 12/12 double-
hung wood saeh. The entry is framed by fluted wooden pilasters and contains awooden door with a
panded lower section surmounted by nine lights. Like the main entrance, it isfronted by alarge granite
block step. The second wing (mid-19th century kitchen) extends eestward from the southesst comer of
the reer eet elevation. Itissomewha larger than the south wing and the roof ridge risesto the comice
height of the mainblock. A single smdl squarewindow is located a the west end of the north eevation
while amodem, multi-pane bay window occupies the eest gable end. A later shed roof extension (ca
1920 - 1940) runs adong the south sde. The west end contains two smal rooms while the eest end
Frvesas a Screened porch in summer and aglazed sunroom in winter. The porch half congsts of three
windows on the eest and adoor and two windows on the south. All of these openings form a continuous
strip. The exterior wall surface below the windows is covered with narrow, beeded-edge, vertical
boards

House Interior

The plan and interior detail of the Elnathan Nye House are typica of the second half of the 18th century
in Famouth. The plan conggts of two large front rooms (ca. 1745 north hall) and (1772 south parlor)
that frame asmall entrance/starhdl that backs up to the center chimney. The origina vestibule was
doubled in 9ze by the ca 1850 porch. A large roomis centered behind the chimney and wes originally
framed by smdler rooms to the north and south. These aress originally sarved as akitchen (center),
buttery (north), small bedroom, and pantry (south). Kitchenfianctionswere transferred to the rear wing
when it was congmcted ca 1850. The smal southsde rooms were opened to the former kitchen in the
mid-20th century and the areanow sarvesas adining room. Rear dairs were rdocated from an eest-west
orientation aong the pantry partition wall to anorth-south orientation aong the reer wall in the mid-20th
century.

(continued)
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The small front vestibule contains the main stair which winds segply upward infront of the chimney. It
hes an open string profile, decorative gpplied scrollwork on the riser endsthat is nearly identical to that
s in other North Falmouth houses of the period, and tumed balugters. A small two-pand door under
the gars alowsentry into the area around the chimney sack andfireboxeswhere the back of theca
1735 beehive oven inthe north front room can be viewed.

Interiorfinishesthat are typical of the 18th century remain throughout most of the mainblock. They
include horsehair plaster walls onriven lath; daborate, raised-field, wood panding onfireplacewdls; a
variety of raised-field, wood panded doors (configured to match the wall paneling in the front main block
rooms); wood door and window casings, heavy wood comer pogswith beeded edge caangs, wide wood
floorboards; and some early hardware a the second story. The similarities suggest that the north half of
the house was updated when the south half was added in 1772,

At the first sory, the two large front rooms retain identical 18th century raised-field pandling that covers

the entirefireplacewall. It congsts of four rows of pandswith smal square pandsin the second and top
rows. The pandsover thefireplacesconss of sngle boardsover 26" wide. The north roomfireplacehes
amolded surround and no mantd as istypical of the mid 18th century. The hearth congsts of square terra
cottatiles. An daborate mantd with Federd period motifslike ova meddlionsisfound in the south

room. It may be one of the features reusad from the Falmouth National Bank which was demolished in
1926. All threefirst floor fireplacesremain inworking condition. The 1772 kitchenfirepl acehestwo
bechive ovens, both on the rear wall. The firgplacein the north front room retains itsoriginal mid 18th
century oven on the rear wall as well as awrought iron cooking crane. The presence of a cooking fireplace
in thislocation supports the theory of expandgon fromaca 1735 core.

The sscond fioor plan generdly mirrorsthat of the first with two large front (west) rooms and a central
badk room framed by smaller rooms to the north and south. The south rooms, which were originaly
dorage rooms, presently accommodate a bathroom and the relocated (ca. 1955) reer stair. The door to
the original back stair survives and is equipped with the only original Suffolk stylewrought iron latch
that remains in the house There are twooriginal H L hinges with their leaether washers, in the south front
bedroom. Evidence of smilar hardware exists throughout the house. The south front bedroom retains
18th century pandling and aworkingfireplace. The panding is very smilar to that ssen onthefirst floor
fireplace walls but lacks the intermediate row of small pands due to alower ceiling height. Thedoor in
thiswall ispanded to match as a the first sory. Similar paneling may exist benegth the plagter fireplace
wall in the north front bedroom where the firebox remains endosed as it was in the seoond half of the
19" century when the upgtairsfirepl aceswere equipped with oves. The door which now opensto the

(continued)
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bathroom still bearsachild's carving of a 19" century sailing vessdl. Wide, festher-edged vertica
panding isfound in some other parts of the second Story.

Summary Evolution of Elnathan Nye Property

* mid 18th century "haf-house" expanded southward to cregtefull five by two bay Georgian house
1772

* entrance porch added to main block west facade; ca 1850

» kitchen wing added to main block, reer eedt elevation; ca 1850

* bam moved to current location from across dreet; ca 1850

* 12/12 window saeh replaced with 2/2; mid 19th century, probably ca 1850

* acregge sharply reduced as Crowell family heirsretain large land holdings on west Sde of Old Main
Road, then incressed as Brown added gpproximately 200 acres ot the eedt; 1917

» gmdl wing added to main block, south Sde eevation; ca 1920

* south-gde porch/sunroom added to rear kitchen wing; ca 1920 - 1940

» sscond gtory bedrooms subdivided to accommodate summer visitors, ca 1920
* laterdl wings added to bam; ca 1920-1940

» end of farming; sart of subdivison process, ca 1940

e mid 19th century 2/2 window sseh replaced by 12/12; 1950s

» wall between origina kitchen areaand two smal roomson the south removed and rear sairs relocated,
ca 1955

» main block center chimney rebuilt above roofline, maintaining origina 9ze and materids, main
entrance door replaced with current; 1960s

* reer wing added to bam; 1960s
» ssoond gory partitions removed and fireplaces reopened;  1980s
* oedar shingles on Sde and rear devationsreplaced in kind over time;

(continued)
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Barn

A large one story bam that may dateto the 18th century is presently located a the rear (east) of the
property, behind the house 1t was moved to this Ste ca 1850 from an earlier location across the dreet. It
consds of arectangular core that was subsequently expanded by laterd south (ca. 1920) and north (ca
1950) wings, and to the rear (E) by atwo part workshop wing (1960s) that isaigned with the core. Asis
the case with the house, the exterior walls of the barn are sheaethed with cedar shingles over wide
underboards and trimmed with smple comerboards and fascia. Hoors are 20th century concrete
throughout (photo #5).

The core with its heavy timber frame rises 1 /z dories from afoundation of largef at-facedfiel dstonesto
ameta-clad gable roof Remnants of early wood shingles gppear on the roof and on what was originally
the exterior south wall of the bam core. The west gable front of the core is centered on a modem
overheed door surmounted by awooden loft door and crane. 1tisframed by awindow with 6/6 saeh on
the north and a pedestrian entry with nine lights above paired pands on the south. A hillside location
cregtesafully exposad basament sory a the rear (E) of the bam where there is an overhang supported
ontwo 18" squareby 8 tall (gpproximeate) one columns. Thisoverhang alowed awagon to back under
the barn where the muck could be shoveled directly into the bed and hauled away. Thisfesture is now
covered by the rear wing but remains clearly visible on the interior (photo #6).

The latera wings are balloon frame constmction. Both digplay double-leaf wooden doors with srap
hinges that are st indightly arched frames on the west front. The Sde devations have smal windows
s directly benegth the eaves A secondary pededtrian entry islocated a the west end of the south wing.
The south wing (ca. 1920) rests on agranite foundation and isendaosed by ametd roof The north wing
(ca 1950) hes a concrete block foundation and asphdt shingleroof Remnants of earlier shingles that
gopear on what was originally the south exterior wall, dong with wear from mbbing suggest that
openings once existed for the feeding of animals, making it likely that the south shed was once open to
alow sheltered feeding of livestock.

The 1960s rear workshop wing consgs of two parts, both measuring two by three baysand both
endosad by flat roofs. The section dosest to the bam istwo sories and hes a narrow sove chimney.
The outer part isone story. Windows in both sections contain 6/6 double-hung wood saeh (photo #6).

(continued)
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Archaeological Description

While ancient Native American resources are not currently recorded on the Nye House property, Stes
may be present. One dte isrecorded in the generd area(within one mile), north of the property
bordering Cedar Lake. Environmental characteristics of the parcel indicate the presence of severd
locationa criteria (dope, soil drainage, disance to wetlands) that are favorable indicators for many types
of ancient Native American sites. TheNye House is located on an excessively drained, leve to
moderately doping glacial outwash landform within 1000 feet of fresh water wetlands. Crowell Pond, a
smdl kettle pond, was originally located gpproximately 150 feet behind the present location of the Nye
bam. That pond hes historically been reduced to avema pool by constmction of Route 28A. During a
recent reconnaissance survey of the Town of Falmouth conducted in 1995 by the University of
Massechusatts a Amherst, The Nye House |oca e was included dong the eestem periphery of coadd
locales reported as high-potential aress to contain ancient Native American Stes. Native Ste potential
was a0 reported in the vicinity of severd kettle ponds dong the western edge of the moraine eedt of
Route 28A in thisvicinity. The UMass sudy notesthat in spite of the high Ste potentia noted for the
Silver Beach survey unit (Nye House vicinity), the potential for resourcesto be found in undisturbed
contexts gopearslesspromising. Historic development may have affected the integrity of potential
archaeologica resourcesin this areaof FAmouth. Given the above information, the Sze of the property
(1.55 acres) and historic land use in the areg, amoderate to high potentia exists for locating ancient
Native American resources on the property.

A high potential exigs for locating historic archaeologica resources on the Nye House property.
Stmctura evidence and constmction features may exist from the numerous renovations and additions to
the house over its 260 year history. Stmctura evidence of a barn and outbuildings, no longer extant,
may a0 survive. The bam now located behind the house may dateto the 18" century and was moved
to its present dtein cal850. Archaeological evidence from other bams may aso be present onthe
property. Outbuildings, no longer extant, were a0 reported on the property in 1798 when Solomon Nye
s0ld severd tracts of land to Captain Joshua Crowell. Archaeologica evidence of occupationd related
features (trash pits, privies, wells) may dso be present onthe parce. A presently unused well hes been
identified outsde the door off the badk porch. Brown family descendants have dso identified aprivy
gte gpproximately half way between the south sde of the bam and the southem lot line. A potential
trash pit hes ds0 been identified halfway between the barn and housewhere severd late 18 and 19*
century ceramic sherds have been found. Other artifactsindicating potentially significant archaeologica
deposits have dso been found on the property including metd and leather artifacts behind the bam, parts
of a hamessand toolsin the cdlar, and half of acandle snuffer, achild'slesther shoe a 1732 coin and
some other small items around the house foundation. Historic archaeologica Ste predictions mede for

(continued)
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the Silver Beach survey unit during the UMass archaeologica reconnai ssance survey of the Town of
Famouth support the information presented above for the Nye House property. The UMass study

identified a zone along both sdesof Old Main Road and North Falmouth Highway as having the highest
potentia to contain resdential and commercia gtesof the Colonial through Industrial periods.

(end)
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Applicable National Register Criteria
(Mark "x" in one or more boxes for the criteria qualifying
the property for National Register listing)

X A Property is associated with events that have made a
significant contribution to the broad patterns of our history.

B Property is associated with the lives of persons
significant in our past.

X C Property embodies the distinctive characteristics of a
type, period, or method of construction or that represent the
work of a master, or possesses high artistic values, or that
represent a significant and distinguishable entity whose
components may lack individual distinction.

D Property has yielded, or may be likely to yield,
information important in prehistory or history,

Criteria Considerations
(Mark "x" in all the boxes that apply)

Property is:

A owned by religious institution or used for religious
purposes

B removed from its original location

C a birthplace or grave

D a cemetery

E areconstructed building, object, or structure

Fa commemorative property

G less than 50 years of age or achieved significance
within the past 50 years

Narrative Statement of Significance

Barnstable, Massachusetts
County and State

Areas of Significance
(Enter categories from instructions)

Architecture

Community Development

Period of Significance ca. 1735-1952

Significant Dates
Significant Person:

ca. 1735, 1772

(Complete if Criterion B is marked above) n/a
Cultural Affiliation n/a

Architects/Builders (see continuation sheet)

(Explain the significance of the property on one or more continuation sheets)

See continuation sheets
9. Major Bibliographic References

(Cite the books, articles, and other sources used in preparing this form on one or more continuation sheets)

See continuation sheets

Previous documentation on file (NPS)
preliminary determination of individual listing
(36 CFR 67) has been requested
previously listed in the National Register
previously determined eligible by the National Register
designated a National Historic Landmark
recorded by Historic American Buildings Survey #

Primary location of additional data
X State Historic Preservation Office
Other State agency
Federal Agency
Local Government
University
X Other

Name of Repository: Falmouth Historical Society



NPS Form 10-900-a OMB Approval No. 1024-0018

United States Department of the Interior
National Park Service

National Register of Historic Places

Continuation Sheet
Elnathan Nye House

Falmouth (Barnstable County) Massachusetts

Section number 8 Page 1
Section 8 Significance
Criteria Statement

The Elnathan Nye House hes ahistory of over 250 years that embraces severa magjor themesthat include
18th century settlement, long term agricultural use in the 18th, 19th, and 20th centuries, and early 20th
century summer tourism. To alesser degree, it regpresentsmid 19th century maritime pursuits, local
industry, and women's history. Mid 20th century subdivision of former farms and woodlands, a
pervasve processthat has had amajor impact on the historic landscgpe region wide, marks the dose of
the period of significance. In addition, the house hes strong assodiationswith two of North Falmouth's
mogt important early families, the Nyes in the 18th century and the Crowellsin the 19th century. The
property thus meetscriterion A.

In addition to its srong and multi-layered historical associaions, the Elnathan Nye House hes
condderable architectura sgnificance as awell presarved example of 18th century architecture that hes
evolved over time in aharmonious manner. The building fabric preserves aphysica record of the
changing tagtes and neads of successve occupants aong with the technologies available to them. Most
dementsdateto the period of significancefromca 1745 - 1952. Some post-1940 dementsrepresant a
restoration to the period of significancelike the 12/12 window sseh of the 1950s Key early festures
include the heavy timber frame, center chimney plan, mid and late 18th century beehive ovens, 18th
century facade dapboards, and interiorfinishessuch as plager walls onriven lath, wide wood
floorboards, wood pandling and doors, and comerpost casangs Later dementsthat continue the story of
the house and its occupants include the mid 19th century kitchen wing and enclosad entry porch, and the
early 20th century office wing. The history and physical presenceof the Nye House isreinforced by the
accompanying bam. The property thus meds criterion C.

The Elnathan Nye House, bam, and remaining 156 acres with sonewdls, survive as animportant
component of the North Falmouth village strestscgpe of former farms, providing physica evidence of
wheat life wes like during the 18th and 19th centuries. In particular, the property reflectsthe livesof its
resdents as part of the growing community and the key rolethat land played in the economy. The early
inhabitants needed large tracts of land to support themsdves. Their ability to produce an incomefrom
the property and their outside vocations is evident in the additions and improvements to the property.
The Elnathan Nye House possesses integrity of location, design, materids, workmanship, feeling, and
asociation, and medts criteria A and C of the National Regigter of Historic Places The property is
significant on the local level with aperiod of significance extending from the original constmction ca
1735 through 1952, the 50-year limit to most National Register properties.

(continued)
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Historical Narrative

The Elnathan Nye House ispart of the extensive 17th and 18th century Nye family holdings in the

village of North Falmouth. Thefamily progenitor, Benjamin Nye (1620-1704+), became thefirst settler

in what was to become North Falmouth when he purchased 100 acres of land from Elizabeth Ellis

around 1655. (North Falmouth Bicentennial Guide) Histwo SOUS John B. (d. 1722) and Ebenezer (d. 1734),
who were noted asliving in the area shortly thereafter, were granted another 200 acres in 1669. (The Nye
Genealogy)

Settlement of Falmouth, or Succanesset Plantation as it was originally known, commenced in the mid 17th
century. Seventeenth century settlement was concentrated in Falmouth Village, but scattered deve opment
occurred in outlying aresslike North Falmouth as well. The first division of land according to the
Proprietor's Recordswas in 1661 and the town was incorporated in 1686. Most of North Falmouth Village
(NRDIS 1998) was added to the growing town as part of the New Purchase of 1704. Nye family holdings
increasad in 1704 and 1712 as membersreceved sharesin the New Purchase

Typically, agriculture and husbandry formed the economic beseof the early Falmouth settlement (VHC
1985 6) and continued to play a supporting role well into the 20th century. Inthe 17th century agriculture
was supplemented by the aredis rich fish and shellfish resources, available dong the extensve Buzzards
Bay and Vineyard Sound coastline. Over time, maritimeindustries became increasingly important,
coming to dominate the economy in the first half of the 19th century before collapsing in the 1850s

Successve owners of the Elnathan Nye House were prosperous farmers who illustrate the continuing
role of agriculture in the local economy aong with the nead to supplement that baese income with other
ventures. Asdescribed more fully in the following narrative, avariety of documents shed somelight on
the evolution of the farm assodiated with the Elnathan Nye House. For example, desds do not provide
total farm acreage, but do demondrate that land was bought and sold on aregular bassand that holdings
embraced woodlots and sdtmarsh tracts in addition to tillage and pasture. Timber was animportant
export in FAmouth and saltmarsheswere valued as aready sourceof hay, fish, shellfish, and game

Early 19th century date vauations confirm this mix and specify that 16 acreswere devoted to rye and 30
agesto corn. An 1845 coadd mgp shows what gppears to be an orchard acrossOld Main Road from
the house and severd fieldslining the cartway that wound through upland and sdt marsh to Wild
Harbor. The specific history of the Elnathan Nye House reflects more generd trends as described inthe
Nationa Regiger form for the North Falmouth Village Historic District:

(continued)
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"Agriculture played astrong part in the early economic development of Falmouth
and North Falmouth. Photographs taken during the nineteenth century show wide
expansesof dearedfiel dsunder cultivation or pagturage in North Falmouth. The
Famouth aredsfertile, flat terrain had initially drawn settlers seeking agricultural
opportunitiesin the seventeenth and eighteenth centuries, giving riseto and
creating afairly strong agricultural bese, with goods shipped al over the world.
Early atempts to grow whest, rye, and oats, with which the settlers were familiar,
were met with limited success, as the coadtd climate did not support their growth.
(MHC 1987: 226) While repeated experiments in wheat production were eventudly
successful, the major crop which sugained the areainhabitants was Indian com,
a0 used as a supplementary feed for cattle and poultry. Most Cgpe Cod farms
werewell under 100 acresin Sze, with only asmal portion of this under
cultivation. Thiscreated a Stuation in which most farmers on the Cgpe were not
completey self-sufficient. Most hed to rely on secondery jobs for support,
especidly during the winter, the most common of which werefishing, whaling,
and other maritime pursuits. (MHC 1987: 228) Others supplemented their farm
income by working inskilled crafts such as carpentry or boat building. While
much of the produce of these farms was consumed locally, either by thefamilies
that produced it or through exchange with neighbors, some products such as grain
and livestock were exported through the coagting trade.

"Entriesin the Shubad Nye Account Book show that farmersin North Falmouth
were enduring the same hardships as farmersall over Cgpe Cod. The account
book kegpstrack of budness expensss through three generations of Nyes, from
1768 through 1871. Rowsof entries show farm products sold by the Nyes, such
as wool, pork, sat hay, and com. Also entered are 'imported products, such as
turpenfine, indigo, sugar, candles, mm, and molasses To supplement his income,
Shubad and subssquent Nyes a0 took on additional work for others. Records
show payments for trangporting farm animals to neighboring towns, as well asfor
'farm jobs, such as bresking flax, chopping and moving wood, pasturing calves,
and carting goods. (Smith 1986 297) With the rise of offshore fishing and whaling,
the nead to provision vessd s became ancother impetus for expanding agricultura
production. Thisincreasein demand, coupled with adesre for monetary gain, led
to loss of soil fertility and arablefields.”

(continued)
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Between the time of incorporation in 1686 and 1776 the town of Falmouth asawhole grew rapidly from
a population of about 100 (20-25 families) to 1,355.(MHC 1985: 6) Numerous events of critical
importanceto the establishment of afully developed, independent community occurred aswell. A
government of selectmen was formed (1701), the First Congregational Church was formally organized
(1708), a schoolmaster was appointed (1737), two school districtswere created (1759), and all
previously undivided |ands were apportioned among the cifizens (1739). While Falmouth Village
remained the focus of activity, well-defined villages began to emerge at Woods Hole, West Falmouth,
North Falmouth, and Hatchville aswell. (Smith 1985:17-18)

The Elnathan Nye House hdpsto document the early settlement and subbsequent growth of the
community and remainsas one of the oldest dwellingsin both town and village. It is beieved that the
Elnathan Nye House originated as atwo story, threebay, "half hous2' inca 1735. The builder weas
Benjamin Nye's grandson Elnathan (1683/4-1772) who married Mary Wing in 1731 and inherited the
southem half of his father Ebenezer'sfarm in 1739. His older brother Meetiah (b. 1682) inherited the
northem half of the farm aong with the family homesteed making it likely that Elnathan constmcted a
new dwelling of his own inthe 1730s The early to mid 18" century constmction dateis dso suggested
by physica evidence as detailed in the architectura significance section below.

Having no children, Elnathan and Mary "adopted” Solomon B. Nye (b. 1721), the son of Elnathan's
brother, Meletiah. Thiswas good for Elnathan, good for Solomon who would inherit from Elnathan, and
good for Solomon's brotherswho would split their father'sland two ways ingteed of three. It is believed
that Solomon cameto live with his aunt and uncle and help farm their property in the early 1740s. In
1748, Solomon married Mary Blackmore., They continued to live with Elnathan and Mary, raising eeven
children & the farm. Asthe family and their wedth grew 0 did the Sze of the houseand property. In
1772, after the settling of Elnathan's estate, Solomon expanded the house to the current five by two bay
main block. He had that dateand his initials inscribed on bricks thet ae presently in thefirepl acehearth
of the first story, south front room.

Like mog early citizens, Elnathan Nye held severd town positions. He was dected sdectman of
Famouth in 1730 for one year, and twice his nameis recorded in town meeting as a prominent dissenter
to town expenditures, especidly proposasto enlarge or rebuild the Congregationd meeting house
Elnathan also served as town agant in 1734 and fence viewer in 1735. His nephew, Solomon, wes
chosen " Soveor of Highwais' in 1774 (Toawn of Fimouth Reoord Vd 11, 1750+ 1838), served as sheep yarder
and warden, and was twice chosen for the gppelatejury. Solomon is referred to as a yeoman invarious
documentsof the period. Three of Solomon Nye's sonssarved in the militia during the Revolutionary
War, mostly on the Elizabeth Idands. His second son Thomas (bom 1763) was one of six Famouth
men sant to reinforcethe Continental Army in 1780.

(continued)
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In 1798, with his sonshaving rdocated to Woods Hole, Famouth Village and the neighboring town of
Sandwich on property inherited by their goouses, Solomon sold severd tracts of land, woodland, and st
marsh including his dwelling house, barn, and outbuildingsto his neighbor, Captain Joshua Crowell
(1767-1804) for $2,900. Mot of this land was west of the house, extending to Wild Harbor. Some
additiona acreege had been sold in the previous decade. During thistime, Joshuaand his brother
Stephen were adding substantiad acreege to their inherited family landsin West Falmouth which abutted
portions of Solomon's farm on the south.  Joshuahed married Bathsheba Swift (d. 1843) of Sandwichin
1796, two yearsbefore purchase of the Nye farm and homestead. Captain Crowell was drowned during
apowerful sorm only six years after purchasing the property. Hispicture, painted in Primitive style, isa
part of the Famouth Historical Society's collection. He |eft the estate to Bathsheba, who was |eft to care
for two young daughters (Lucy B. b. 1798 and Harriet B. b. 1799), and ason, JoshuaB. |1 (b. 1802).

Little isknown about Captain Crowell's seafaring life. Itismod likely that he was involved ina coadtd
commerciad venture and not inwhaling which would have taken him away for long periods of time. He
probably moored his ship inWild Harbor & North Falmouth which formed the border of someof the
Solomon Nye land he purchased. Crowell's participation in amaritime venture in addition to farming
(various documentsrefer to him as yeoman) pursuits isnot unusud as this sector of the economy led
Famouth into a period of unprecedented growth and prosperity in the first half of the 19th century.
Shipping formed the heart of Flmouth's thriving maritime economy in the decadesfollowing the
Revolution. The first records of Falmouth shipping date to 1802 (Collectionsof the Mass. Historical Society Vol
VIl 1902 128-129). At that time, about 60 vesselshailed from Falmouth. "The vesselswere sad to have
averaged gpproximately 55 tons each. Six were reported asfishingvessels two going to the draits of
Belle Ide, with fourfishingthe shods The remaining 54 vessds were coagers, with 30 carrying lumber
and sal to the southem gatesand West Indies” (MHC 1985. 8) These 54 vessdls outnumbered the
combined fleet of the rest of the county.

Captain Crowell is mentioned in the 1804 Town Records as agent for the North Shore School District
which had 63 scholars. It was October 9 of this same year that he and his Famouth crew of three were
drowned. According to an account published in the Boston Gazette, (Oddba 18 18X, No. 15 of Vd. 1 7,
pece 2) "The Late Storm... Schooner Franklin from Falmouth wrecked a 'High Pines 100 tons two
samen deed ingide, towed into Plymouth.” Other accounts of the time further describe this wreckage
and the many other vessdsand liveslost during this scorm. Captain Crowell and his crew were thefirst
burids in the North Famouth Burying Ground.

This cemetery lies behind the church that Crowell'swife, Bathsheba, helped to organize in 1833. Before
that e had been involved in establishment of the Second Congregational Church in Eagt Falmouth.

(continued)
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Bathsheba's name, along with Nyes and Hatches, ismentioned inthe Falmouth First Congregational
Church recordsamong those promoting and being given the right to organize the Congregational Society
in East Falmouth in 1821. North Falmouth village grew large enough to support its own meeting house
in 1832 and again Bathsheba lent her support for a church intheir own community. No more would she
and her neighbors have to make the seven mile trek to the Church onthe Village Green (Falmouth
Village Green Historic District NR: 1996) or the lesser but equally hardjoumey to East Falmouth. The
establishment of village churches isone of the primary signs of Falmouth's growth and prosperity inthe
early to mid 19th century. Other signs of growth specific to North Falmouth include the opening of a
post office inthe Nye Tavern in 1817 and constmction of two district schools inthe 1830s. Townwide,
a peak populafion of 2,621 was achieved in 1850. {MHC 1985: 9,12).

Because e was awoman, Bathdheba was not alowed much involvement in secular affairs. Therefore
her nameisnot listed in Town Sdectmen or Town Meeting records. Nevertheless, according to
Famouth town and church documentsaong with Bamngtable County records, Bathshebawas dmog a5
involved and influential as contemporary mae citizens. The 1804 and 1811 State Vauations credit her
with, among other property: one fulling mill, dwelling house, two bams, nineteen other buildings, 4
aoesof tillage land, 16 acresrye, 30 com, 2 acres of English mowing hay, 6 of sat marsh, 31 acres of
padiure 71 woodland...

Upon Bathshebas deeth in 1843 the property pessad to her son Joshuall. Severd improvements were
medeca 1850 under Joshuas ownership including addifion of a rear kitchen wing and a fashionable
front entrance porch, and moving the bam from the opposite Sde of the dreet to a position behind the
house. Another change of this same period was replacement of mogt of the 12/12 window saeh with
fashionable 2/2 lights.

Joshua Crowell tumed half of property over to his son Albert F. (1836-1917) and his wife Charlotte Nye
(b. 1840) in 1873 and sold the rest to him four yearslater, including the house and bam, for $1000.
Albert was noted as a contractor who built the roed a Old Silver Beach in 1899 (Fdmouth Entapris) and
mog likely continued farming operations as well. Charlottes brother, Capt. Alvin E. Nye (b. 1842) and
wife Georgiana Phipps, boarded with the Crowel'sin the lagt quarter of the 19th century, residing on the
sscond gory.

In 1872, FAmouth was finally linked to the wider world viarailroad when the Cgpe Cod Railroad (later
Old Colony Railroad) extended a Falmouth Branch southward dong Buzzards Bay, through the towns of
Boume and Falmouth. This event hed the long-term effect of stimulating summer resort development.
Albert may have sold some of his land near Wild Harbor to accommodate development a Silver Beach

(continued)
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in 1898. Therailroad dso hed the immediate effect of payments to land owners whose property was
traversed by the line. In the caseof the Crowell's, the line passad daose behind the house and bam and
was accompanied by one of severd cattle tunnels constmcted by the railroad to allow pessegefrom bam
to padiure and water, (sse Crowe l-Bourne Farm NR: 1980)

When Albert died in 1917 his heirs sold the houseand 11-12 aores of land on the eet Sde of Old Main
Roed to Edwin F. Brown and his wife Martha Garrison Brown who lived herewith their children until
1954. The Browns added 200 acreson the esst Sde of Route 28A that was once part of Nyefamily
holdings. They continued farming activitiesand added a cattle component. They supplemented their
income by renting rooms to summer visitors who had become an established part of the local economy
by thet time. Mr. Brown, aman of many skills, was a plumber by trade. He partialyfinishedthe attic
for use by his children and subdivided the second story into severa additional bedrooms which were
rented to tourists during the summer. He dso ingtalled abathroom, water, and dectricity, and built the
amdl southwest wing as ahome office which he referred to as his sunroom. The sscond sory partitions
did not involve ssmctura or other mgor changes to the original house, and have snce been removed. In
addition, the Browns updated the interior with pandling sdlvaged from the Falmouth National Bank
when it was renovated in 1926. Finding brickslabded SN 1772 in the walls. Brown laid them in the
fireplace hearth of the south front room a the first story. The house was painted white with green
shutters and anew front door, dso painted green.

Eventudly the Browns gave up the tourist busnessand darted a greenhouse. They built a greenhouse
dructure between the house and barn and <o planted avariety of shrubs andfl owersaround the house
and dong the lot lines. Someof the plantings still remain, dthough the greenhouseislong gone. 1t wes
toward the end of the Browns occupation, ca. 1940, that the land south of the house began to be sold of f
Thiswas in part to provide the Brownswith income but dso in part because of the pressure a the end of
World War |1 for housing. There were many young couples looking for land on which to build. Mogt of
the nearby property was sold to their neighbor's young adult children or fellow villagers. Cesstion of
farming and subdivision of large holdingsin the mid 20th century istypical of the village, town, ad
region, reflecting the generd rise in population.

Everett and Lois McKinney, from upstate New Y ork, purchesed the house, bam, and seven aoresof land
fromthe Brownsin 1954. They remained until 1959, primarily as summer resdents. Howard ad
Margaret Shearer of Braintree purchesad the houseand 325 aoresin 1959. Howard wes acabinet meker
and Margaret was an dementary school teecher. They rebuilt the main chimney abovethe rooflinethe
following year and a0 added the rear workshop wing to the bam to accommodate Howard's busness

(continued)
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In 1985, the final subdivision of the property occurred when the houseand 156 acreswere sold to John
and Karen Allen who ran the Village Print Shop from the bam from 1988-1994. Mr. Allen isadso an
arline pilot and Mrs. Allen has been an active member of the Falmouth Historical Commission and
Famouth Historical Society, and archivist of the First Congregational Church for seven years.

Architectural Significance and Integrity

There are no known architects, builders, craftsmen, or landscape designers assodiated with the Elnathan
Nye House of ca 1735/1772. Neverthdess, it possesses consderable design significance as awell
preserved example of an 18th century dwelling house that was expanded and embdlished in the 19th and
20th centuries.  Significant goaces, features, and materials remain from throughout the period of
sgnificanceca 1735-1940. They are blended into a harmonious wholethat clearly documents the
history of the house and its occupantsin physical form. The significance of the houseis complemented
and enhanced by its location on the southem fringe of North Falmouth village (NR: 1998) and by
retention of an early bam and sonewalls on the property itself Asawhole, the property illustratesthe
changing neads, architectura tagtes, and available technologies of sucoessve occupants, aong with

more genera population and economic trendsin the village, town, and region.

Like many early housssin the village, town, and region, the Elnathan Nye House darted as asmdler
dwelling and was enlarged over time. In this casg, itisbelieved to have originated ca. 1735 as aone by
three bay, two story ssmcture that was expanded to a ftill two by five bay Georgian housein 1772.
Typicaly, the 1772 plan conased of two large front rooms on the north (hall) and south (parlor) Sdes of
acentrd chimney, asmal gair hal infront (W) of the chimney, and akitchen (E) behind the chimney
framed by abedroom (N) and a smdler bedroom and pantry (S). The north front section is the oldest.
The ca 1735 dateis basad on an andyss of thefireplaceand beehive oven in the first sory north front
room undertaken by the Society for the Preservation of New England Antiquitiesin the 1960s It is
supported by examination of the attic and cellar framing by the present ovraers. The dightly
asymmetrica west facade is another physica clue that often points to expangon of an early house.
Elnathan's marriage in 1731 and inheritance of thehalf of his father's farm that did not include the family
homesteed in 1739 a0 lend aredenceto a 1730s constmction date.

The 1772 dateis provided by abrick marked SN 1772, now in the parlorfireplace,and is consgent with
the generd gppearance of the house. Characteridic 18th century features include its heavy timber frame
constmction, large brick center chimney,fi el dstonefoundation, symmetrical five bay facade with center

(continued)
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entrance, wood clgpboard and shingle covered walls, and molded comice. The double-hung windows
with richly molded cgpsand silIs that are digned horizontaly and vertically insymmetrica rows ae o
typical as ae the 12/12 lights dthough they most result from a 1950s restoration of the 18th century
gopearance. One original window remains in place a the second story above the main entrance and two
others were reusad in the 1850s entrance porch.  Interiorfinishesthat dateto the 18th century include
svadfireplaces;three beehive ovens a the rear of two of thefireplaces (one ca 1735 and two 1772);
the main Saircase; plagter walls on riven lath; widewoodfloorboards;wood panding on the fireplace
wallsin the front rooms, and wood casings around doors, windows, and comerposts.

The Elnathan Nye House is one of 22 documented 18th century housesin North Falmouth and 145 in the
town as awhole. Itisthe fourth oldest dwelling that survives in the village and one of nine 18th century
Nye family houses. There were once over 24 Nye Housss and & leest 14 till remain on Old Main Road
and Nye Lane. (Smith: 300) The specific features that characterize the Nye House are typica of the
village, town, and region. The 2Y2 gory height of the Nye House is not unusud in Upper Cgpe
communitieslike Falmouth, but is less commonly encountered in the region as awholewhich is
dominated by the 1 72 story "Cape Cod" cottagesthat beer its name

The Nye House continued to evolvein the second half of the 19th century under the ovmership of Joshua
Crowdl Il and his son Albert. During thet period arear kitchen wing provided additional goece while
svad other changes updated the exterior gopearance. Fashionable new feeatures included an endosed
pedimented porch at the main entrance, 2/2 window saeh, and louvered window shutters. Historic
photographs and contemporary paint evidence reved that the dgpboards were painted tan while the trim
was dark brown. All of these changes gopear in aca 1830 photogrgph and are typical of Falmouth
houses On the interior, two of the three second storyfireplaceswere dosed to accommodate heeting
doves. The pattem of enlargement and embellishment that characterizes the Nye House is widespread
and refiects the regiona prosperity that followed the Revolution.

The house underwent another transition ca 1920 after passing from the Crowell family to Edwin F.
Brown and hiswife MarthaGarrison Brown in 1917. At that time, the shutters were painted green and a
new wood panded front door painted in the same green wiss ingtalled. The facade and trim were painted
white. In addition, asmal office wing was added to the south sde of the main block and a shed-roofed
un roonmvVscreened  porch weas added to the south Sde of the rear kitchen wing. The south front room
was embellished with trim that was thriftily salvaged from the Falmouth National Bank when it was
renovated in 1926.

(continued)
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Few notable changes have affected the house snce the dose of the period of significance. During the
1950s, 12/12 window saeh replaced the 2/2 lightsof the mid 19th century. They closaly metch thethree
remaining origina windowsand represent an effort to restore the late 18th century gppearance of the
housa. In the 1960s the green shutters were removed and sored in the bam where two still remain and the
old green door was replaced by another wood door, painted white, with two lightsin the top pands. Also
a thistime, the chimney was rebuilt above the roof, the origina back stairs were moved from the south
kitchen/pantry wall to the southeedt reer wall, the two small rooms in this areawere opened to the 1772
kitchen, and a bay window was installed & the rear of the ca 1850 kitchenwing. Shuttersthat resemble
the originaswere ingtalled in 2001 and the doors were painted Colonia red.

The timber frame bam is significant as arare surviving example of an 18th century outbuilding. The
gable roof form of the origina bam remains cdear even though it is nowflankedby two shed roof wings
of baloon constmction that dateto ca. 1920 and ca. 1950. The bam had its stdls removed and isalarge
open areawith ahalf loft. Evidence remains onthe Sde walls where cattle and/or horses rubbed awvay
part of the wood around where afeeder must have been. The barn now has a concrete floor instead of
dirt. There isdso aca 1960 workshop atached to the back (East) Sde of the bam and the facade hes a

garage door.
Archaeological Sgnificance

Since pattems of prehistoric settlement and subsslence in Falmouth and in the Upper Cgpe in

genead ae poorly undergood, any surviving sites could be significant. While archaeologica reseerch
hes bean active throughout much of the Cgpe during mogt of the 20™-century, the Upper Cgpe, including
Falmouth has been neglected during thiseffort. Limited amateur artifact collections are available for the
town, and, when present often lack locational and contextual information reducing their value for
understanding the nature of settlement and change within the town. Limited numbers of professond
archaeologica surveys in the town have d o rarely included substantiad excavaions and have focused on
their immediate areawith little interpretation of the role of local Stesand issuesof regiona prehistory.
The above information indicates the sysematic Sudy and interpretation of any surviving gtesin the
town can be important in better understanding the prehistoric settlement and subssence in Falmouth
and in the Upper Capelocde. Prehigoric dtesin the Famouth locale can contribute information
relating to anumber of potential ressarch topics, many of which are directly related to the town's
location inacoastd areaand it's glacia history. Cgpe Cod's human settlement history of gpproximeately
11,000 years combined with sea levels consderably lower than today following deglaciation cregted an
environment in which human populations adgpted to changing resources a first characterized by an
inland areawhich increasingly became coastd as sea leve roseuntil it basically stabilized gpproximately

(continued)
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5,000 yearsago. Prehigtoric Stesin the Falmouth areacan contributeinformation relating to theways
Native settlement and subs stence systems adapted to this change and modified through time.

Prehigtoric gtesin the areacan dso contributeinformation relating to Native tool technologies and the
effects of raw materia availability . Thelack of bedrock lithic source aress on the Cgpeand in Famouth
resulted in Native peoples trading for raw materias or adgpting to cobble technologies and expl oitation

of lithic sourcesavailableinloca glacia outwash. Prehistoric Stes on the Solomon Nye House property
may contain information indicating the extent to which locally available outwash deposts were usd es
source aressfor local tool manufacture. Evidence may a0 be presant in the areaindicating the extent to
which locally available lithic sources assodated with Buzzard's Bay Moraine deposits were utilized and
important to Native peoples.

Historic archaeologica resources described above have the potentia to document the socid, cultura and
economic characterigtics that typified the evolution of a Cgpe Cod farmstead from the 18" through 20*'
centuries. The above information may contribute important details on the role the Nye Farmdtead played
in Falmouth's growth from a seecoest community dominated by agriculture and maritime tradesin the
18* century to avillage which becamethe historical core of a new local summer resort development in
the 19" and 20* centuries. Additional documentary reseerch combined with archaeologica survey and
testing can help trace the evolution of the farmstead complex that was active on the Nye property until
agricultural activities ceesad in ca 1940. Historical and archaeologica research may contribute
important information on the early settlement of the farmstead and town in the 18™ century, during a less
documented period than the later 19 and 20" centuries. Stmctura evidence indicating renovationsto
the farmhouse and the locations of bams, outbuildings and some occupationd related features (wells,
privies) may document the evolution of long term agricultura use of the farm and the extent that other
trades, sarvices and industries supplemented the agricultura bese of Nye House owners/inhabitants over
time. The above information might indicate the extent that self-sufficiency characterized different
periods of the farm economy. The location and detailed analysis of the contents of occupationa related
features may dso contribute important information relating to the lives and activities of the Nye House
inhabitants. Privies, wells and trash pits may contain important information that documents various
agpectsof the socid livesof the inhabitants and the extent of their successas farmersand in other
occupations. For example, most ceramic fragments found to date have been identified to represent
evaryday type ware from the 19" century, however, English imports dating to the early to mid 18"
century have dso been found. Thisinformation might represent ameesure of the overall prosperity or
different socia and/or economic Satusof individuals occupying the housefrom the 18" to 19

centuries. Detailed andysis of occupationd related features from the period of occupation associated
with Bathsheba, wife of Captain Joshus Crowell may contain important information related to women's
history during the late 18" and eaxly 19" centuries. Bathsheba was an influential woman, involved in
town affairs as much as contemporary made citizens a that time.

(end)
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Elnathan Nye House Barnstable Massachusetts
Name of Property County and State

10. Geographical Data

Acreage of Property 155 acres

UTM References Pocasset Quadrangle Scale 1:25,000
(place additional UTM references on a continuation sheet) See continuation sheet
1 19 365080 4610380 3

Zone Easting Northing Zone Easting  Northing
2 4.

Zone Easting Northing Zone Easting  Northing
Verbal Boundary Description See continuation sheet

(Describe the boundaries of the property on a continuation sheet)

Boundary Justification See continuation sheet
(Describe why the boundaries were selected on a continuation sheet)

11. Form Prepared By

nameltitle Karen B. Allen, and Candace Jenkins, Historic Preservation Consultant, with Betsy Friedberg MHC
organization Massachusetts Historical Commission date  May 2002

street & number 220 Morrissey Boulevard telephone 617-727-8470
city or town Boston state MA zip code 02125

Additional Documentation

Submit the following items with the completed form:
Continuation Sheets

Maps
A USGS map (7.5 or 15 minute series) indicating the property's location.
A sketch map for historic districts and properties having large acreage or numerous resources.

Photographs

Representative black and white photographs of the property.

Additional Items (check with the SHPO or FPO for any additional items)

Property Owner
(Complete this item atthe request of the SHPO or FPO)

name Karen B. and John J. Allen, Jr.
street & number 33 0ld Main Road telephone
city or town North Falmouth state MA zip code 02556
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Verbal Boundary Description and Judtification

Verba Boundary Description
The boundary of the nominated property is shown on the attached Town of Falmouth assessors sheets#5
and 12, section 6, lot 2.

Verbal Boundary Justification

The boundary of the nominated property coincides with current ownership and includesthe house, bam,
sonewdl remnants, and 155 acresof land. Together, these dementsreflect the agricultura heritage of

both village and town. The property stands south of the North Falmouth Village NRHD (1998), but was
not included in the district due to the number of intervening dwellingsthat dateto post-1952. Severd of
those dwellings stand on farmland that accompanied the Nye House prior to the partitioning of the farm

in 1917, and initiation of gradud subdivision activities beginning in the 1940s

The North Falmouth Village District nomination statesthat the district excludes some "early and
historically related properties south and west of its boundaries, due to changesin land use and

intervening new construction which have severed the visual connection between these propertiesand the
coreof the district. In particular the Elnathan Nye House and Cow Pass {MHC #307 and 916) ... deserve
further consideration for National Register listing and may be individually eligible.” {NR section 7, page 2)

The 1872 cattle pass under the railroad tracksis excluded becauseit is under separate ownership ad
becauseit hes recently been rebuilt with concrete.

(end)
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PHOTOGRAPHS

Photographer: John Allen, November, 1999
Negatives in possession of photographer

Front faBade, 1ooking NE

Rear and 9de eevation, looking W

Rear elevation, looking SV

View from street, looking E

Bam, looking NE

Reer view of bam and house, looking SW
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The Commonwealth of Massachusetts
William Frands Galvin, Secretary of the Commonwealth
Massachusetts Historical Commission

May 14, 2002

Ms. Carol Shull

National Regigter of Historic Flaces
Department of the Interior

National Park Service

Mail Stop 2280, Suite 400

1849 C Street, NW

Washington, DC 20240

Dea Ms. Shull:
Endosed please find the following nomination form:
Elnathan Nye House, 33 Old Main Road, Falmouth (Barnstable), MA

The nomination hes been voted digible by the State Review Board and hes been signed by the
Sate Historic Preservation Officer. State Historic Preservation Officer. The owners of the
properties inthe Certified Loca Government community of Falmouth were notified of pending
State Review Board consderation 60 to 90 days before the meeting and were afforded the
opportunity to comment.

Sincerdly,

Betsy FriVdberg
National Register Director
Massachusetts Historical Commission

encdosure

cC. Kaen & Jon Allen, ovas
Caxbe Jaking Presavaion Coaultant
Am Ssas Fdmouth CLG Coordingtor
May Pa Hynn, Boerd of Sdedimen
Brian Currie, Hanning Director

220 Morrissey Boulevard, Boston, Massachusetts 02125
(617) 727-8470. Fax: (617) 727-5128
www.state.ma.us/sec/mhc



