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Historic Functions

(Enter categories from instructions)
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EDUCATION: school
FUNERARY: cemetery, graves/burials

DOMESTIC: single dwelling
i ANDSCAPF park

TRANSPORTATION- rail-related

7- Description
Architectural Classification

(Enter categories from instructions)

FARI'Y REPUBLIC: Federal
MID 19'* CENTURY- Greek Revival

MID 19" CENTURY: Gothic Rfivival

| ATE VICTORIAN ltalianate

LATE VICTORIAN- Secnnd Empire

LATE 19" AND 70" CENTURY RFVIVAI S-

Colonial Revival

Narrative Description

Nnrfnik, MA
County and State

Number of Resources within Property
(Do not include previously listed resources in the count.)

Contributing Noncontributing

13 _8 .buildings
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, structures

objects

13 Total
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in the National Register

1 - -Inhn Adams Schnnl (NRIND 19fi6)

Current Functions
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RELIGION: religious facility, church-related residence
EDUCATION: school (day-care center)
FUNERARY: cemetery, graves/burials
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recreation, monument/marker

LANDSCAPE: park

TRANSPORTATION: rail-related
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7.NARRATIVE DESCRIPTION

The Weymouth Medting House Higtoric Didtrict isamedium-dendty residentid neighborhood defined by dmogt four
canturies of assodation with Weymouth's first megtinghouse, an areawhich is further assodated with Abigail Smith
Adams wife of John Adams, the ssoond US. Presdent; and maother of John Quincy Adams the sixth President. These
properties are located dong North Street, from the Old North Cametary  southward—through the triangle defined by
North, Eadt, and Gren dreats and bisected by the South Shorerailroad—to the properties surrounding the Weymouth
Caommon from its intersection with North Street to ahaf block down Church Street. South of the cemetery, the
neighborhood hes been known more recently as Weymouth Heights. The gpproximately 31-acre digtrict indudes the First
Church in Weymouth (dso known as Old North Congregationd), its cemetery, two parsonages assodiated with the
church, and the dldest surviving schod building in Weymouth: the John Adams Schodl (NR 1986, now a day-care center).
Significant landscgpesin the ditrict indude the Old North Cametery (which contains the oldest burid ground in
Weymouth), Weymouth Common, atown park, and severd commemorative Stes This neighborhood saved asthe
reigious and politica canter for dl of Weymouth during the early colonid period until 1723, when a sgparate south parish
and precinct were established, and for northern Weymouth for another century, until further parish fragmentation in the
ealy 19" century and political disesteblishment in 1833,

The Weymouth Mesting House Higtoric Didtrict is cheracterized by very hilly, glacidly derived landscapes, which are
pat of two promontories that look out over the Mill Cove of the Weymouth Fore River to the northwest: Wetch House
Hill (Burid Hill in the North Weymouth Cemetery) and acompanion rise of King Osk Hill. Thesetwo promontories are
syparated by avdley where the Massachusatts Bay Trangportation Authority's (MBTA) new Greanbush commuter rail
line oocupies arailroad bed built in 1849. The scattered resdencesin the digtrict date primarily from the 19 and early
20* centuries and indude good examples of Cgpe Cod varnecular, Fedard, Gresk Revivd, Ssoond Empire, Itdianate, ad
Colonid Revivd-style houses Though an important early arossroads, the digtrict did not subsequently devdop asan
indugtrid or commercid center, and therefore retains much of its early character. Today the didtrict is surrounded
primarily by medium-dengity, suburban-gyle resdentid devdopment fromthe 20" century.

The North Weymouth Cemetery/Old North Cemetery (MHC #3802, ca. 1636, Photograph #1) 126 Norton &t., mekes
up ove hdf of the digtrictin terms of acreege Though nearly four centuries old, itisdtill used for burids. At the terminus
of a large glacid esker that extendstowards Hingham, the cemetery hes ahighly varied topography, areault of both the
uneven depostion of sand and gravd by gladiers and the subsaquent mining of that gravel around—and within—the edges
of the cemetery. Becauseit is bisected by North Stregt, Old North Cametery is conddered as two ssparate lots by the
Weymouth Assessor's of fice. Both lots open onto North Street with formal entry drives. All together the camndery hes
goproximatdy 9,000 burids and 4,000 gones With itsfirst recorded burid in 1636, and its oldest done datingto 1678, it
isdamed locdly to be the second-oldest cametery in Massachusetts after Burid Hill in Plymouth. Accordingto a 1940
WPA (Work Prgjects Adminigtration) mep of the cemetery, it contains the remains of @ leest one veteran of the Colonid
wars 3l valgansof the Revolutionary War, 15 of the War of 1812, two of the SpanidrAmerican War, 118 of the Civil
Wa, ad saven of the First World War; later records list men killed in action in WWII, Korea, ad Vietnam. For the
purposes of this nomination, the two lots are designated as Separate contributing Stes and will be destribed separatdy.

(continued)
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The Old North Cemetery/Old Burying Ground (eest of North Street) isa 2.58-acregravd knob that gands high above
the surrounding landscgpe, and contains the cemetery's ddest section. Narrow terraces leed from its northern half down to
North Stret, while the land fallsaway in cliffson the other threeSdes A single blacktopped driveway dimbsfrom North
Srest northeesward to the relatively flat top of the knob, where it formsatight ova among the later graves A row of
widdy goeced granite podts near the cliff s edge marks its northern boundary only. The dldest marked graves are dong the
wesan haf of the northern boundary, in ardatively sep, north-facing dope cdled the "Old Burying Ground." The
ddest gone whosedateis il discernible isthat of John Tay (d. 1678), around-topped date donewith adegdly etched
winged skull in the centrd arch, flanked by an hourglass and arossed bones on the gones shoulders. Sevard other 17
cantury gones survive here, dl of date and mogt round arched, with matching footstones: Edward Bate (1686, no
decoration), Jeremiah Cloter (1695, winged skull flanked by raisad tessdson insst shoulder pands), Elizabeth Holbrook
(1688, winged skull and swag), Thankfull Humphery (1698, winged skull), Ephraim Hunt (1686, winged skull), and Capt.
Samud White (1699, winged skull). The 18* century gonesindude the broken gone of Nathanid Humphrey (1700,
winged skull), which hes been pieced together and encasd in conarete. Near North Strest are the graves of the Fittee
family, including the aged William (1728) and three young children—James (d. 1744, aged twelve), James 2™ (1749,
aged six), and Sareh (1751, aged two)—all bluish gray date with winged skulls in the arch. The parents of these three
Aittee children, James and Hanneh Fittee, outlived their children (until 1764 and 1779, respectively); their later heeddones
ae reddishrgray datewith heeds and laurds in the arch. The erliest gone of reddish date gopears to be Mary White
(1716), ad the earlies donewhere an angd or portrait heed hes replaced the skull or desth's heed gopears to be that of
John Hunt (1724), dthough winged skulls are used &5 late as 1732 (Deecon Thomas White). At the eestam edge of the

Old Burying Ground, neer the drive, isthe extraordinary date heedstone of Elizebeth Cotton (1710), which indudesa
winged skull, hourglass, arasssd bones sun, wind, pinwheds, fruit, foliage, and the Latin motto "Sic trangt.” The legend
of the sone reeds "Who died upon ye road by reeson of a fall from har horse October ye 31 1710 agad about 45 years
hurried in hopes of ajoyfull Resurrection.” Close negby are two table tombs, for the Rev. Samud Torrey (1707), "Pegtor
of the Church of Chrig in Weymouth," and hiswife Mary (1692), thick horizontd date dabson sonewdled pededteals
Nearby ae ahdf-dozen other Torrey family sones (1717/18-1729), dl bluidh-gray date with winged skulls. Also nearoy
isthe Bicknell Monument, an elven-foot tall, five-ton, square ggpped marble monumeant (three beses adie, ad cap)
topped by afluted urn, erected by Bicknell descendantsin 1882, It commemorates the Bickndll family ancestors
expedidly Zachariah, whose othewise unmarked burid herein 1636 wes the first recorded in the cametery.

An important collection of later donesis locaed & the entry to the esstem section of the cemetery, on dther Sdeof the
driveway near the bese of the dope. The Tufts Bank Tomb and Gateway Wall (1816+) defines the north 9de of the
driveway. Thetomb of Dr. Cotton Tufts (dated 1816) is st into the bank about fifteen feet from the drive, its wide-st
wingwals framing asmdl flat forecourt paved with gone A single, massive, arched granite lintd cgos the front of the
tormb, while movable marble pands dlow entry and beer the tomb inscriptions. A granite podt & the ed of the westemn
wingwal connedts to an entry/retaining fone block wall of a presumably later date, its pillars and pandssmilar to the
donewadlsad entries (1916) for the cemelery section across North Stregt (but without evidence of gates). A short
digance up the driveway on the north Sde are the gonesof John Randd (1730, bluish-gray date with awinged skull) ad
Susaeh Randd (1761, reddishrgray datewith an angd head). Directly south acrassthe driveway from the Tufts tomb
ae the ovardzed reddishgray date tombgones of the parentsof Abigail Smith Adams the Reverend William Smith
(1783), pedtor of the First Church in Weymouth, and his wife Elizabeth (1775). Each done hes asmdl portrait fece in the
tympanum with whet gppear to be laurd branchesin the arch aove William Smith's sone memoridizes "As a prescher
ofthe Gogod doquent and devotiond in life he exhibited the Virtuesof the Rdligion which he hed taught[,] in Degth | eft

(continued)
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its upports and dosad along and useful life with hope full of Immortality"”; Elizabeth Smith is honored as "amiable and
pious consort.” A haf-dozen other onesdated from 1730 to 1761 are scattered on this south Sde hill dong the drive,
including the gone of Samud Badlam (1761), which goorts a Sde-view portrait. At the bese of the gonefor 23-year-old
Slence Whitmarsh (1736, gray date with winged deeth's heed with hollow eyes) isan added line indicating thet her
fourteen-day-old daughter Deborah was buried with her. They died eight days gpart, presumably after a troubled delivery.
Theregt of the buridsin this part of the camnealey on the eestan sde of North Stret, atop the hill on the eestam sSde of
the parcd, ae primarily fromthe late 19" and early 20* centuries Thessburids ae laid in long north-south rows, both
sngles ad family plots, mog notably the Cleverly family plot (ca 1890s), with its gone boundary wall and center zinc
monument displaying crosses and topped with an urn. Perched high atop the southem end of the bluff are two nearly
inacoessible bark tombs for the Pratt (undated) and Blanchard (1857) families.

Directly overlooking North Stret, the highest point in this eestam section of the camnetery—once known as Weatch House
Hill and sometimes said to be the site of the first Weymouth Meeting House—is now topped with the Soldiers
Monument (MHC #909, 1867, Phatographs #1 & 2).

Thisteardrop-shgped parcd—which comes to a point where its Sdewak medss the cametary drive—is located entirdly
within the boundaries of the eestan section of the camalery, st atop asariesof gepped tarraces The monumat is a 25
foot-high obdisk of Quincy granite s&t on afive-feet-degp, 8 by 8 fet square, granite block foundation. Broad daircases
on the esgta and western Sdes of the foundation provide aooess to obdisk. Shidd-shaped tablets of white Itdian marble
ae s into pands on the four Sdes of the pedestd. Together the shidds list the nemes of the 99 Weymouth soldiers who
died in the Civil War, grouped together primarily by regiment and secondarily by manner of degth (Killed in Battle, Died
of Wounds Died in Rebd Prisons, and Died of Diseesg). Carvead in the tympana above the ardhes are arossed sshars
(south 9de), aossed cannons (north), and two mottoes " They Died for their Country” and "1861 to 1865 (eedt 9de), ad
"Weymouth to her Heroes' and "Erected 1868" (west Sde). A band partway up the shaft above halds four amdl shidds,
depicting (one pa Sde) awreeth, aflag, thirteen gars, and amonogram "U.S." Desgned by Bogon architect Charles
Edward Parker and sculpted and erected by E.C. Sargant of Quincy, the monument was dedicated on the Fourth of July,
1868. After alightning drike (dete unknown), part of the granite shaft of the monument was dameged, and replaced in
kind. Four Navy Cannons (1898), resting on concrete beges are st about the monument on thisterrace, pointing
outwardsin four directions. The two western cannonswere subssquently (date unknown) rdlocated one terrace esgward
(and higher), to be on town rather than cemetary land. Early postcard views show that piles of cannonbals—now gone—
a0 decorated the highest terrace onthe Site. A singletombgione (1727) rameins in place directly eedt of the monument,
resgt (1983) flat into the ground: thet of the infant Robert Treat Paine (brother and nemesske of the Sgner of the
Dedaration of Independence). Nearby, asmdl granite marker (20* century), st on aconcrete pad, reeds "Origind Burid
Ground Weymouth."

The North Weymouth Cemetery/Old North Cemetery (west of North Streety—bounded by Norton Srest on the wes,
Beds Sret and Blegkney Drive on the northwest, and Saning Roed on the northeest—i's the largest section (14.95 acres)
of the cemetery. Sevard parcds dong the gtreets on the undevdoped northern edges of the cangery were sold of f for
houselots early in the 20* century and are naot congidered part of the didtrict. This section of the camngery isdominated by
two high hills. Thefloor of the intervening valey contains ablacktopped drive, which extends from North Strest nesr
Colasati Roed wesward to Norton Strest near Laudervele Road. A sscond drive skirts the south Sde of the southemn hill
from North Srest westward, and then crasses the first drive to the chapd. The North Strest 9de of the lot is defined by the

(continued)
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Pratt Entry Gates and Retaining Wall (1916), along sone-block object. A gift to the cangay by Laben Pratt, this wall
indudes two formal entry gatesinto the cametary at the esstan ads of the lanes The southern gate hes eight-foot-high
done gate piers and sgparate vehide and pededrian entries, fitted with swinging spiketopped iron getes (sse Photograph
#1). The northern gate d 0 features double swinging iron gates & itssingle vehicular lane. These northern getes attach to
sx-foot-high sguare operwork iron posts, which in turn atach by iron paends to the Sonewall. The donedrest wall hare
depsinto the cemetary severd fedt, by quarter-circle gone wals betwean gone piers. The northern quarter circle, not far
from the Laben Pratt family tomb, isfitted with a sone shelf bench.

Of thetwo hills in the western section of the ceametery, the southernmaost—direcily opposite the Soldiers Monument ad
omeimes sad to be the Site of the seoond medting house (1636)—contains the oldest burids and gravestones The dldest
gaves ae aranged in rows or concentric rings around the highest two pointson the hill, mog of them defined by both
heedgtones ad footdones—the latter often bearing both the neme and degth date of the occupant—fashioned out ofthe
biuish or reddish date On thishill iswhat gopears to be the dldest marked grave extant in thissection of the cametary:
Abiah Whitman (1727/8). However, mog of the graves on this hilltop are mid to late 18¢ century. The degth's heeds ad
skulls of the earliest date Fones give way to angds and portrait heedswreathed in laurds as the century progresses
advanding to ums and willows late in the 18 century and into the 19 century. The reddishrdate goneof Paer Jeoobs
(1764) drows adde view of amen with ribbonsin hiswig. Another sonewith paired winged cheruioss marks the resting
place of two sons of Josgoh and Thankful Loud: Elliot (1800) and 2™ Elliot (1805), who died & 13 ad 11 months
repectively. Farther down the Sdesof this southen hill (and moving forward in time), the old date gones give way to
newer but badly westhered marble gones and to more daborate 19%-century gone monuments obdisks, drgped urns, ad
carmswith plaques In some of the degper areas stsof Retaining Walls and Stgps (19* century +) abilize the dope or
provide aooess individualy designed and irregularly placed, they mey have bean added by individud families.

Because of the cemetery's hilly topography, the dozensof Bank Tombs (sse Photogreph #1) are adefining cheracter of
this ssction of the cemetary, lining the bese of both hills dong the driveways, esch inscribed with apatriarch or family
name on itsheavy granite lintel. Many have contragting marble door pands with brasshendles The ddest gopearsto be
the one insoribed "Capt. Elliot L. Loud's Family Tomb" (1814), with the further legend "My work isdone 0| resgn/Thet
flesh which isno longer mine." Others indude Capt. Josgoh Pratt and Augugtus Pratt (1830), "Eben Loud's Family
Tomb" (1834), French (1842), ancther FralJ (1842-43), Dunber (1843), the "Noah Tirrell Family Tomb" (1847), J White
(1850), the "Fred Lincoln Family Tomb™" (1850), Holbrook/Hayford (1853), Zachariah Bicknell (1855), "David Preit His
Family Tomb" (1855), "lsaec French's Family Tomb" (1860) and William Rice (1861). Near the north gateisthe berk
tombof "A. & P. Prat” (no date), its facade composad of degply sriated gone blocks, the driationsforming interesting
gissaoss patens It isround-arched rather than the conventiona pogt-and-lintd form, with a degaly cut willow design
in the enlarged keystone.

Mog oftherecant buridsin the Old North Camaeary have taken place in the peripherd aress of the westemn part of the
camdery. The southen dope of the northern hill contains both berk tombs, and marble and granite mid 19*-century
monumeants The areaatop this hill, somaimes cadled "Up Top," shows the trangition from marbleto primarily granite
monuments as the 19¢ century continued. "Up Top" contains awide variety of gones including an obdisk
commeamoraing Benjamin F. Pratt, Lieut. Col. of the 36* U.S. Colored Troopsin the Civil War, ad later a date
representative and senator from Cohiasset. A Bedls family monument (1886) sports apedestd surmounted by a polished
granite orb inscribed "God's Love is Universal.” The unusud W.B. Andrews monument (1892) is abress plague affixed

(continued)
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aop arough pedestd of Roxbury puddingstone. A Torrey monument (ca 1916) is surmounted by the only humen datue,
alife-dzed drgped women aop apedestd, holding an open book and pointing to aline in the book. The catafdque of
philanthropist Leben Prait (1924) hes agable roof dudded with acroteria At the highest point, overlooking the Ste of the
former Fore River Ship Y ards he founded acrossthe vdley bdow, isthe monument above the grave of Thomes A.
Wetson (1934). Itsinscription pointsto his best-known accomplishment, es "The Assodiate of Alexander Graham Bdll in
the Discovary of the Tdephone”

No gates or sgnificant wals mark the later Norton Siret edge of the ceamelery, but a the westem intersection of the two
drives, neer Norton Street, St two 20*-century brick buildings used by the Old North Cametery, both sheethed in
Weymouth seamHaced granite. Northeadt of the intersection isthe Recaiving Tomb (MHC #1085, 1910). This
windowless building is about the Sze and Shgpeof a sngle-car garage, with a gebled roof (now covered in agohdt
shingles). Thefront of the building hes a doorway dightly wider then ahouse door to accommodate cagkets The building
isfaced on dl four Sdeswith Weymouth seam-faced granite, blocksof which decoratively define the gable pediments on
eech end. Light-colored blocks form quoins on ether Sde of the door and afiat arch cgps the door, witha
keysone/dateblock engraved "1910." Northwest of the intersection of the two lanesisthe sscond brick building, the Pratt-
Rogas Memoarid Chapd (ca 1966, noncontributing dueto itsage), 126 Norton Street (at its intersection with Colonia
Road). This angle-gory, sde-gabled building is st on apoured conarete foundation. The four-bay, west-facing facede is
ocoverad in Weymouth seem-face granite. I1ts main doorway, in the southernmogt bay, hes afront-gabled portico, leading
into the ground-fioor chapd. The besamant leve garage and office are reached through a garage entry and door on the
south sde where the ground dopes avay. Modded after alarger chapd a Evergreen Camaary in Kinggton,
Massachusatts and built by Ambroda Builders of Quincy, the chapd wes paid for by bequests from Laben Pratt and Clara
Rogers Thewood-panded chapd isinfrequently usad today exoept for medtings of the North Weymouth Cameery
Assodiaion. It displays 19*-century bottles recovered during recent openings in an old bottle dump in the cametery's
northeest cormer dongsde North Street. Later arees of the camaay are nicknamed for their proximity to 20*-cantury
devdopments, including the "Abigail Adams section,” devdoped in the late 1940s in the southem corner next to the
nemy esablished musaum, and the "Chapd Section” dong Norton Stregt from the late 1960s Sevard arees dong the
northern boundary of the canetery have been opened in recent decades

TheAbigail Adams Birthplace (MHC# 324, Phatograph #3), 180 Norton Street, is adjacent to and directly south of the
westan section of the Old North Cametery, a the junction of North Strest and Norton Strest. The house faces Norton
Stredt, to which it isconnected by abrick sdewak. A doneretaining wall with astlegp dope above ssparates mod of the
lot from North Strest, which dimbs gegaly as it moves northward pest the lot and through the cemetery towards North
Weymouth. A two-rail wooden fence sgparates the building lot from the cemetery. Northeadt of the houseisthe sngle-
dory, sde-gabled visitor shop, aboard-and-batten-9ded building with aamdl leanto reer shed. Bath roofs ae covered in
wooden shingles. Southeedt of the houseisa Colonial Reviva Garden, with informal plantings aong the reer of the lot
(North Street), a millstone st into the ground, aforma garden with asundid and geometric grave paths The peths leed
to the building and to afiagpol eneer Norton Street. Since the period of sgnificance, latler commemorative demeants have
bemn added to the site: a U.S. Bicentennid time cgosule buried benegth an unmarked squiarish seppinggtone, with a flush-
granite marker south of it directing that the time capsule be unearthed a the Tercentennid in 2076; and, dose to Norton
Sred, a city-issued historica marker. The latter, erected by the Weymouth Historical Commission in 1966, reeds
"ABIGAIL ADAMS BIRTHPLACE: ABIGAIL SMITH ADAMS, THE WIFE OF JOHN ADAMS, 2" PRESIDENT,
AND MOTHER OF JOHN QUINCY ADAMS, 6™ PRESIDENT, WAS BORN HERE IN 1744."
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The Abigail Adams Birthplace cottege itsdlf (built ca 1685 nearby, moved to this Ste 1947) isatwo-gory, gambrd-
roofed, timber-framed, plank-waled building with asdtbox restored addition aong the northern 4/5 of its reer devation.
The building is shegthed in gray dapboards with contragting red-painted cormerboards, cornice boards, and window trim.
The facade isfive bayswide but not symmetrical; the southem room islarger than the northern, so that the middle bay
containing the door isoffset dightly to the left (north). Four front-gabled roof dormers emnarge from the lower gambrd
dope dngle dormers over the gairs and amdler northem room, double dormers to the south. The main block ofthe
house—aon bath the north and south end devations—has asingle window bey above and beow. The reer exit isin the
southem e of the rear sdtbox addition. A single rectangular block of granite functions as the front door gep. An eight-
pended front door is s within a pilagtered doorframe.

Ingde, the Abigail Adams Birthplace building is st on apoured concrete foundation, with cemeant block besamat wals
topped by agranite gonewdl above (where visible on the exterior). Thefloor plan of the main block conggsof two
rooms pea floor (as typicd of the center-chimney, hdl and parlor layout), with awinder Saircase tucked between the front
entry and chimney dack. The sdtbox addition hes alarge centra kitchen with cooking hearth, the sde rooms opening of f
it functioning as resroom (north) and bedroom/vestibule (south). Accessto the besement isviaadraght daircase d the
rear (eegtam) dde of the larger southern room in the main block. The downdairs front rooms have pandedfireplacewdls,
with the rest of the wall wainscoted bdow and plagtered above The ceilings are plagtered as well. Of the building frame,
only the edges of the pogtsand girts are visible. The sdtbox kitchen hes unpainted pine paneling. The northem dhamber
(interpreted as Abigail Smith's room) hes asmple bolection mantd s into the plagtered wall, with commemoretive
bricks in the hearth that were doneted in 1961 by severd then-surviving First Ladies Mrs. Woodrow Wilson, Mrs. Calvin
Codlidge, Mrs. Franklin Roosevdt, and Mrs. Harry Truman.

The Abigail Adams Birthplace cottege wes first built within this digtrict (just ecrassNorth Strest). It hes bean moved
twice during the period of significance; but wes returned to the district and restored & this Ste in 1947. The cottage wes
built ca 1635 by the Reverend Samud Torrey on the parsonegelot (now known as 8 Eadt Street). A much larger
parsonege wes added onto the cottege by the Rev. William Smithiin the 1730s and demoalished by the church a century
later. At that time the origind 17*-century building—which hed bean presaved as an €l to the later (razed) building—
wes movead north to Bicknell Sguare (many blocks north of the digtrict boundary), where it sarved as aresidence for
anather century. The 1947 move, building restoration, and redesign of the grounds were amultiyear collaborative work of
svad desgnarsand craftamen: noted restoration architect and author Frank Chouteau Brown, murdist and architect
Carradll Bill, artist and landscape architect Theron |. Cain, restoration carpenter Charles Peesdes, and retoration meson
Fank Osborme. Although the two moves and complicated higtory of the building meke it difficult to absolutdy proveits
ape ad higtorical connections, it is certainly important as the final restoration of a First Period structure by Frank
Chouteau Brown, an important historian of Colonid houses and practitioner of Coloniad Reviva restoration. The presant
landscape setting gopears to indude dements desgned by Brown and Cain, dthough further resserch should be done to
determine how much actudly survives from the origind plan.

Acaoss North Stregt isthe First Church Parsonage (MHCH 542, 1838, Phatograph #4), 8 East Street. This five-bay,
dde-gabled, wood-frame house faces Eadt Strest, and is s at leegt 50 feet back from the dret on alargeflat lot a the
bese of the Old Burying Ground hill. Sat on agranite block foundation, it hes adgpboarded front, wood-shingled ends
and aroof covered with agphdt shingles Two identical large chimneys, equally gpeced and centered on the roofline,
indicate alikely canter hall, double pile, interior room arangemant. A single-story, arossgabled reer ell, comnected to the
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eedan dde of the north devation, terminates in asngle-car garage Thisrear €l isdgpboarded, its agphet-shingled roof
containing a skylight; it gopears as extant in a 1922 view of the building. Stylistically, the house gopears to be late Fedard
Syle, with a Gresk Reviva-influenced comice and an added later Itdianate-style door hood with overszed scrall

brackets A row of four Sddightsflanksthe panded door on eech dde, while itsouter frameisfitted with a tempered-
dassgorm door. The 66 double-hung seeh windows areflankedby black shutters: The frame of the building, raised on
May 17, 1838, reportedly induded some beamsfrom the main 1730s parsonege which sood on this Ste until rezed for the
condruction of this building (at which time the origind ca 1635 birthplace el was moved away). A Weymouth
Tercentenary plaque (1923) isaffixed under the ground-floor window in the ssoond bay, identifying the dte as the
birthplace of Abigail Smith Adams. A garden with apergola and white picket fence occupy part of the lot eedt of theell.
Firg Church sold the parsonege in 1970; it isnow privatdy owned.

The Abigail Adams Green (MHC# 924, 1978), a the southeest corner of North and Eadt dredts, isarectangular town park
onthe eedt 9de of North Street, between Eagt Strest and the South Shore Railroad roadbed. Although dedicated as a park
in 1978 (designed by Howard & Whitman), this plot gopears to have dways been open goace and throughout the latter
patt of the period of sgnificanceweas the undivided backyard of the Samud Thompson House a 479 Green Stredt.
Contralled by the Weymouth Conservation Commission, the park gopeers to have bem built largdy on fill aop low,
svampy woodland such as that wet, wooded cormer that remains in the southeest quarter. The park planting desgn is
gengdly Colonid Revivd, with beds of native perennids informally placed dongdde gravd and cinder paths The
contemporary park furnitureis limited to trash cans and bendhes five pladic-coated ged bendhesand asngle ged-
framed bench with resin dats, the latter dedicated in 2006. The idea for the park is credited to Theron |. Cain, a former
member of the Weymouth Consarvation Commission and an artist and landscgpe architect (who earlier hed redesigned the
Colonid Revivd garden a the Abigail Adams Birthplace). Cain saved as technical advisor in its completion. Although
legdly asgparate parcd, along diver of city-owned land (Eagt Stregt right-of-way) begins dong the northeestem comer
of the park and extends eesward dong Eagt Sregt &6 far as Grean Stredt.

Located a the extreme northwest corner of the Abigail Adams Grean is the Laban Pratt Lion Fountain (MHC# 900,
19009), donated by the same philanthropist who provided the geates dong North Sret for the North Weymouth Cameery
(where he isburied). This granite fountain, ebout six feet tal and six feet wide, hes abowl in the front and tothe reer a
pedesd drinking fountain (the rim of which is partidly broken off). An arched central backdrop, topped with an gpen
scrall, rises above the bowl. The pand on the front of the backdrop holds the raised sculpture of alion, whose mouth
originaly contained the fountain's spigot. The ddesof the centrd backdrop are supported with ascroll design, lined with
caved catails, and terminating in an acanthusleaf The fountain bowl, now usd es aplanter, bears onitsrim the
inscription "LABAN PRATT 1909." Whether this fountain hes been & this srest comer snce 1909, or wes moved hare a
alae date is unknown.

Theonly building on this block isthe Samud Thompson House (MHC# 1084, ca. 1868), 479 Green Street, a front-
gabled housewith gable-end returns, two detalls that suggest late Gresk Revival styligtic influences.: Thistwo-gory (with
full attic), dgpboard-shegthed house fronts on busy Green Street, with a driveway off Eagt Strest. Because the land drops
away dgnificantly betwean Green Sreat and the western end of the lot, the house hes arear entry a the besamat leve
into the reer ell. A one-gtary open front porch with turned podsfronts on Eadt Stret. A amdl Victorian dained-glass
window iss in the eegtern ed of the southern devation, presumably lighting agtaircase. The house hes same condition

isues including falling eavestroughs

(continued)
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Across Gren Streat from the Samud Thompson House is the Capt. Stephen Bicknell House (MHC# 1083, ca 1818,
Phatogrgph #5), 476 Green Street. This 1 '/2-gory Cape Cod house hes alarge center chimney on the ridgding, a five-bay
facade, and two didtinctive roof dormerswith shed roofs that risedl the way to the ridgeline. It faces Green Srest ad is
st badk from the great on ahill. Sa on agranite-block foundation, this dgpboarded house hes a dentil molding & the
cornice on the front facade and alater open porch to the south. A long two-story cross-gabled reer dl with a center
chimney on the ridgdline, not visible from the corner of Green and Eadt dreets, ataches to the southan hdf of the reer
and terminates in a one-gory leanto topped with abaudraded deck. Thedl hes athree-sded bay window to the south. A
snglegory leanto connects to the reer of the housein the north. These reer additions are shingled or dgpboarded; the
entire roof is sheathed in agohdt shingles The panded front and Sde doars are late 19*-cantury replecaments, eech with
white and colored frosted-glass window penesin its upper half Northeedt of the house, fronting on Eadt Stred, is a two-
ca ddached garage built in the late 20 century. It gopears to replace an earlier outbuilding shown near that Ste on older
megps The modt recant owner of the house says that he wastold the enormous copper beach tree in the front yard of the
home grew from aplant brought from England by Benjamin Franklin. Thislot now aso incorporates aamdl triangle of
land &t the intersection of Green Street and the railroad roedbed, formerly the roedway and right-of-way for Vemon

Sreet. Previoudy, Vanon Street arossed the railbed a grade and connected with Green Street here. Though now an
extendon of the Bickndl House lawn, legdly it remains a ssparate parcd.

Thetwo remaning parcds in the district north of the railroad roedbed both lie to the west of North Street. The Humphrey
House (MHC# 1086, ca. 1876, Photograph #6), 537 North Street, occupies an L-shaped ot thet runs from North Sredt a
its intersection with the railroad roadbed, and then jogs north to Abigail Adams Circle. The houseitsdf faces south,
oriented towards the aun (and incidentdly towards the railbed) rather than Abigail AdamsCircle, and itis conneted to
North Street by alane Thelat originally was much larger and indluded severd bams or outbuildings (razed) just to the
wes and large openfi el dsto the north, the Ste of the pos-World Wer | devdlopment dong Abigail Adams Cirde ad
Jon Quincy Lane Thisrambling house hes a 2/2-gory,five-bay.Colonid Revivd, symmetricd front devation, ad a
large two-gtory, cross-gebled reer €ll. Theexadt age or origind form of the houseisdifficult to determing a Humphrey
farmhouse is recorded near this Ste on the 1830 map, but not on the 1853 map. It gopearson thislocation agan on the
1876 map, and the house shown herein the 1880 bird's eye view of the neighborhood gppeers conggent with the current
house The house hes bean divided into five goartments itsattic fitted with skylights and a sscond-gtory westan entry of f
alarge rased deck. The building is sheathed in artificial Sding and shutters and hes agphdt shingles. Directly to the west
of the houseisasmdl gambrd-roofed shed, added in 1997. Northeedt of the houss a the intersection of North Srest ad
Abigall Adams Lane, the Siephen Squillante House & 533 North Strest (No MHCH#, 1987) isamoden two-gory raissd
ranch house built by its current owner in 1987—ong after the period of dgnificance—onalot subdivided from the

Humphrey Hause ot.

The South Shore Railroad Railbed (1849) wes lad out through anaturd valey betwean the Old North Cameery hill
and King Ok Hill in the 1840s and thereafter became adefining characteridtic of this neighborhood through its 2008
reectivation for the Greanbush Commuter Rail line. The railbed here achieved its current width in 1886 when it wes
widened to accommodate a sscond track. Ridership pesked around 1900, the second track wes removed by 1941 ad
pessage sarvice ugpandad entirely in 1959, At the northwest corner of the Ste, dongdide the tracks directly south of the
James Humphrey House & 537 North Stredt, isan dectricd shed (ca 2007), an eight-by-eight-foot metd shed hooked
into apower corridor thet paraldsthe railbed. While some neighborhood roads, such as Green and Vanon dregts

(continued)
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formerly aossd the railbed a grade, therail line hes crossed heavily traveled North Street by bridge Snce & leest 1904.
The current North Strest Bridge (ca. 2007) replaces an earlier bridge (MHCH# 912, 1923), which in turn rgdlaced an even
earlier bridge (shown on the 1904 Sanborn map). Pat of the dark stone abutmant of the 1923 bridge hes ben presaved e
the beee of the abutment to the new bridge. The 2007 rebuilding of the bridge abutment presarved a Stone Retaining
Wall (ca 19205 Phatograph #7), of uncoursed rough-cut, smooth-faced gone, which extends dongside North Sret from
the bridge ebutment beese pedt the houses a 556 North Strest and 3 Church Stregt to the corner of North and Church
dredts Directly south of the railbed, in the vee on the northern Sde of the intersection of North and Green dredts, is a
amdl triangle of gpen land. Thislot isthe sSte of the Weymouth Heights RR Depat (ca. 1876) a two-gtory hillsde depat
building razed sometime after 1966. In 2006-2008, when it reectivated the rail line for commuter rail, the MBTA rebuilt
the railbed, replaced the North Stret Bridge, and added a bridge a Grean Stret. No dation wias rebuilt a Weymouth
Heights

The Francis and Josephine Boutilier House & 555 North Street (MHC# 1087, ca. 1928, Photogrgph #7) isatwo-gory
Dutch Colonid Reviva house, with asde-gambre roof and full shed dormer on the front. The house faces south ona lot
aubdivided from the rear of 3 Church Strest, accessble from North Strest—which it fronts & an angle—only by three
concrele deps st into the done retaining wall and an arcing wak. St on a gone block-and-brick foundation, the house
itsdlf isabedc three-bay design with paired windows in eech bay, its pedimented front-entry extended porch endosed.
Now a two-family housewith asscond covered entry, it issheathed in duminum siding and combination sreans ad
roofed with agohdt shingles. Automobile ancessto the property isthrough the driveway of 3 Church Strest; the mecadam
driveway edsin afreestanding Gambrel Garage ( ca 1960), shedhed inpladiic Sding.

TheW.O. Nagh House (MHC# 1079, ca. 1868, Photogrgph #8), 3 Church Street, isalarge two-gory house with afull
third-story mansarded attic, lit by three or four projecting shed dormers on eech Sde. Its foundation is mede of large
granite blocks Prominently Sted above the intersection of Church, Green, and North gredts it is the only Ssoond Empire-
dyle building in the digtrict. A tdescoping two-to-one-dory reer dl off the northwest comer dates to 1904 or before,
according to the Sanbom mgps A free-standing mansarded carriage houseto the northwest of the Nash House, dating
from 1880 or eaxlier, was teken down sometime after 1940. The sraight mansard roof retains itsfishscal eshingles,
dthough the dormers and cornice brackets are shegthed in pladtic Siding, as isthe reg of the house The front brick-and-
concrete Seps are arecant replacement. The building now contains four or more goartments.

TheDr. L. Fuller House (MHC# 411, ca 1843, Photogrgph #9), | | Church Street, isarambling two-gtory house that
fronts on Church Stret in atwo-bay, end-gable form, pointing to itsinitial Gresk Revivd gyle. Itsman entry is tucked
under an gpen porch onitswestan sde. The T-dhgpaed main block endsin a cross-gabled middle section, with a long,
two-part, 11/2-day reer €ll. The 1830 Weymauth Bird's Eye View shows sevard dements subssquently removed: a sngle-
dory porch in the southeest cormner (matching the porch thet reamains in the southwest corner) and a two-gtory bam
atached to the northwestern corner of the rear ell. The building hes a granite foundation and a new bulkheed in the
wegtan dde of theell. A three-dded bay window lights the ground floor on the western side of the crossgebled canter
block. The asphdt-shingle roof hes two brick chimneyswith corbeled tops in the main block, and athird brick chimney
with aflattop in the reer ell. Thislot may have bean the ste of the fourth medtinghouse. The building sarves as church
offices (downdairs) and arentd goatmeant (upgtairs). In aca 2002 renovation by the Frat Church, the house weas covered
in duminum dding, fitted with combination windows and doors, and acoessad by new whedchar ramps

(continued)
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The First Church in Weymouth (MHC# 310, 1833, Phatogrgph #10), 17 Church Street, hes dso bean known asthe
"Old North Church" or "First Congregationd Church,” but officially incorporated by itsddest name "First Church in
Weymouth," in 1911. Firg Church is atwo-gory, Gresk Revivd church aop agranite foundation that fronts on, and is
digned with, the Weymouth Common and Church Strest. Nearly two centuries old, this current building is the fifth (and
only surviving) building congtructed for worship by the Frst Church. The Ste of the first building is unrecorded, though it
mey have good near where the ssoond building sood within whet is now known as the North Weymouth/Old North
Ceametay. Thethird church building was built here, on land near the new schodl, in 1682. It bumed in 1751; its
replacement building was, in turn, rezed and replaced by the fifth (end current) building in 1833. According to building
committee records, the church purchesad anew lot from Descon John Batesin 1833, presumiably adjacent and to the west
of the previous medtinghouse, to build this church. The fourth medinghouse wes dismantled and moved out of the district
for ue & abeke dhop; its current gatusis unknown. The 1833 medinghouse was extended by ten feet to the north in
1837. The architect of the 1833 medinghouse is unknown, but a ressonable attribution might be mede to cdl it thework
of Elnathen Bates

The Hrat Church (1833) isalarge (68 x 4 foot) two-gtory, end-gabled building with atemple-like projecting front
pavilion and agegiethat sraddiesthe main building and the pavilion. On its principa devations, the church is three
bays wide with windows over doors in the fafade pavilion and two-gtory paired windows on eech Sde. Apart from the
building's generd form, Gresk Revivd styligtic dements ae mogt evident in this centra facade pavilion: the four two-
dary pilagers thet frame the baysof the front pavilion and support the widedivided trim baend and prominent triangular
pediment. A large fanlight isthe sole decoration of the pediment. The three-part Segple indudes acubic bess a louvered
bdltower, ad a souat degple aop an octagona  drum, with acrowning compess wegthervane. The facade windows ae
88 saeh, while the double-height Sde windows are 66 seeh.

The interior of Firs Church, though periodicaly updated and refurbished, retains much of itsorigina cheracter, induding
the large two-gory senctuary hall with acoved celling. Across its southern end, a narthex/entry vedtibule supports an open
b ooy above Three north-south aides provide circulation in the sanctuary. The box like dip pews which retan their
pended doors and brass numbers, ae aranged in two wide double-pile ranks in the center, with more characterigtic box
forms dong the eedt and west walls. The sanctuary windows are dl dear glass, with the exception of dained dass
recently ingaled in the Sngle northwest corner window. The mogt significant of the interior renovations took plece in
1923-1924, when architect Alfred Darrow of Boston ovaersaw the modernization of the sanctuary.

The besamat of the main building indudes a centrd youth room and dassoomsaong Sde hdlways. The attic,
accessble from above the reer bacony, digilays dementsof the building'sbraced frame, including five king-pogt trusses
The=e trusses are further srengthened with secondary vertica braces baween the tie beams and long raftersat the point
where king-pogt uprights medt the rafters. Up in the bl ltower, the current bell, dated 1857, wes cast by Henry N. Hooper
& Co. of Bogton, according to the legend on the bell itself

The church building hes undergone periodic renovaions and regorations, including ssverd different reconfigurations of

its reer extendons dnce itsfirst expandon. A "chapd" (vestry, or megting room) was added to the reer in 1856, ad

eqpanded in 1899-1900 by the Ladies Benevolent Society. In 1953-1955, the congregation hed the chapd removed, the

entire building lifted and st aside, and anew foundation put in place, under the direction of Bogon architects Callens,

Willis & Beckonert. The firm dso designed the reer addition to the church, including alarge bdow-grade gymnesuny

mesting hal, desgned as the foundation for a parish hal ebove (which hes remained unbuilt). The windows in thisbrick,
(continued)
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flat-roofed, haf-gory extendon sarve as derestory lights for the bdow-grade hall. Betwean the church and gymnesum is
anarow dngle-gtory frame addition, dightly wider than the church itself from which rises atall, square, brick chimney.
This narrow extenson, which hes been renovated snce 2000, provides for circulation between the sanciuary, its

besamant, and the gymnasium/auditorium, and indudes a gdlery highlighting the church's connections with Abigail
Adams

Thebuilding isshesthed in synthetic siding, which obsoures the building's corner pilagters and divided cornice trim. A
gmdl, end-gabled vestibule was congructed in 2008 & the southen end of the eestem facade to provide covered aooess
into the sanctuary besamant.

Asisdill the cage with the John Adams Schodl aaross the Weymouth Common, throughout the period of significance, the
church lot wes regtricted to the building footprint and a few feet beyond. The horse sheds (1833) weare dtill shown aross
the reer of thelot in 1904 in the first Sanborm mep of the Site, dose to the reer extenson, but they hed been removed by
1917. Snce the ad of the period of sgnificance, the church hes purchesad land between the building and the railbed, ad
from adjoining property owners on ether Sde. These additional aresshave dl bean paved over for parking and aocess
lanes have ben added on ether Side of the church building, connecting with an ovd driveway in front ofthe church. This
driveway issupported by aretaining wal (pardld to Church Sireet). Between the retaining wall and the sreet is a metd
dgn (1966) provided by the Weymouth Historical Commission explaining the significance of the First Church.

The Weymouth Common (1681, foreground in Photographs #11 & 12), isan open lawn between the paved roadway of
Church Sregt and the lotsto the south of Church Stret. The Weymouth Common and Church Street oocupy a dight
valey, which further accentuates the prominence of the First Church and John Adams Schoal on hilltops directly across
from each other. Legdly two sgparate lots, the Weymouth Common is further divided by the driveways crossing from
Church Siret to two otherwise ineccessible properties on itssouth Sde, 16 and 24 Church Strest. Though municipally
owned, Weymouth Common hes none of the usud 19" and 20*-century landscgping dements thet clutter atown
common. A sngle deteriorated macedam sdewak cuts diagondly aoross the eegtern end, paving a shortcut from the
convenience gore on North Stregt towards the church. A utility corridor on wooden pales lines the dregt dde of the
Common, and afew mature deciduous trees are scettered about. At the intersection of North and Church drets a new
conarete ped and mecadam skirt are aresult of a recent public works srest update Here is the only sgn on the Weymouth
Common, and unrdaed to it, a brass plague (withflag-hol derpockets) atop a pole designating the srest comer as a
memoarid to aKoreen War soldier: "'In Memory of FFC William C. Sharess USMC, Killed in Action October 26, 1952."
A topographica merker is st in the Weymouth Common in front of John Adams School, but modt of the brass medallion
isbroken off and itisillegible. Some early 20*-century Sanborm mgps show Weymouth Common as part of Church Street
itself (before Church wes paved) or as an open goece asodated with the school. Podcard views from the same decedes
show that the Common originally was on the same level as the buildings on either Sde, but was lowered to meke Church
Srest more acoessble for automobiles.

Two properties define the southern boundary of Weymouth Common. The John Adams School (MHC# 218, NR 1936,
Phatogrgph #11), 16 Church Street, isalarge (33 x 45 foot) two-gtory, Gresk Reviva, schod building erected in 1844,
s aop ahill axoss the Common directly opposite the Firgt Parish Church, with which it isdigned. In addition to its
prominent front-gable form, other Gresk Reviva design dements indude the wide cornices and the large wooden
pilagters, which support gable end returns. Secondary Itdianate details indude the widely overhanging eaves supported by

(continued)
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decordive brackets and the articulated frames—with projecting hoods supported by brackets—around eech door and
window. A surprising third stylistic dement is Gothic Revivd, in the form of an outszed three-lobed, clover-likefoil
window centered in the gable of eech end. The symmetricd,fiat-boardedthresbay front indudes two panded heavy
entry doors, separated for boys and girls, acoessble by contemporary concrete gep unitswith two-bar ged railings. Both
dapboarded dde devations ae symmerica four-bay compostions of eight windows. The reer—nat visble from any
dreg—is d0 dgpboarded, with fire excgpesand emergancy exits. S& on agranite bess, the building hes combination
reans with decorative shutters, affixed to the Sde of the building. Theroof hes agphet shingles and two brick chimneys
a the ridge Theamdl dde yard sarves as afenced playground.

The interior of the building hes bean largdly presarved, both in plan and detail. A large schoolroom oocupies the reer
(south) three-quarters of the building on each floor. Staircages oocupy the front (north) corners of the building, with coet
hooks in the entry halls and horizonta board wainsooting angling up the daircase dongdde the Seps with plager walls
above The second-floor schoolroom hes woodenfl oorboards, horizonta board wainscoting, date chakboards, and tin-
perded uppar walls ad ceiling. The ground floor dassoom issimilar, with the exception of four interior support posts
ad aplager celling.

Schods have exisied around the Weymouth Common since the town's first schodl building wes erected there in 1681
Condructed in 1854 as the Ssoond District School but known in later years as the John Adams Schoadl, thisbuilding is
thought to be the dldest surviving schod in Weymouth. The area directly infront of the building is blacktopped,
accessble by ahdf-circle entry drive. In the grassad center of the driveway are asmdl wooded sgnboard ad flagpole
with barrd planter. They do nat gppeer in the Nationd Regiger documentation photographs, and likely were edded s part
of the adaptive reuse of the schod into aday care canter.

TheJamesM. Taylor House (MHC# 1081, ca. 1876, Phatogreph #12), 24 Church Street, isalarge threestory house on
alageirregularly dgpad lot that mearks the southwest comer of the didtrict. Visible in the 1880 birdsaye view mep of
Weymouth, thisthree-bay house faces northwestward, formdly digned with the Weymouth Common and Church Street.
The sde-gabled houseform, with adightly smdler but still prominent centered gable, would seamto indicate an
Itdianate ylistic goproach. Thiscentered gable isfurther emphaedzed by asquaish nine-by-nine feet projecting gpen
porch topped with abdudrade and squared-off bay window. Theroof of the bay window further accants the center gable,
with an upsivept roof thet comes to asingle point hafway up the geble end. The gabled roof dormers on ether Sde of the
oata gable which & first glance seam Colonid Revivd innaure, have awiddy overhanging roof more condgtent with
the Itdianate yle. Other Itdianate details indude the overhanging end gables and gable-end returns, which frame the
dightly protruding third-floor triple window bay. Hat-roofed, souarish bey windows & the front of both the eestemn ad
wesen eds give an expandve view of both directions down Church Street. Although much of the house hes been
ecesd in vinyl siding, combination screens, and decorative shutters, the origind woodwork of the porch is undtered, as
wdll &s defining facade entry details, such &s the pilagters and dentiled cornice thet frame the front door and its diamond-
within-circdle dddights. On adight rise behind the houseisan irregularly sheped in-ground pool with Pod House To the
wes ofthe houseisatool housewith aamdl woodlot beyond. The house is st on arise, sgparated from the Common
bdow by athick, four-foot-high uncoursad Stone Retaining Wall of drylaid rubblestone with some recent conarete
patching. This doneretaining wall provides both abadkdrop for the Common and a podium for displaying the house aop
it.

(continued)
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Beyond the boundary of the Weymouth Meeting House Historic Didtrict, the development pettern congsts primarily of
20* -century, medium-dengty suburben infill and smal-scale commerdid strips. Thetopographicd barriers (particularly
hills and wetlands) surrounding the neighborhood pressted aneturd limit on other types of devd opment. While some
other 19*-century houses are widdly scattered dong the older arterid dredsthat intersect in the district (North, Church,
Green, Ead, and, late in the century, Norton dregts), the 20*-century infill both isolates these houses from one another
and sgparates tham from the digtrict. Church Srest mey havemore of these houses than any other drest, but they, too, are
each aurrounded by later infill. Though st badk from the street, the recent condominium complex thet replaced the
Abigail Adams Schod a the western edge of the Weymouth Common effectively predudes further expandon of the
digrict dong Church Stret in that direction. Those dreatsthat surround the Old North Cemetery onitsnorth and west
dso demondrae alater infill pattern. To the southwest of the cameery, Abigail Adams Circle and John Quincy Lane
were laid out after the Abigail Adams Birthplace moved to its current Stein 1947.

Archasdlogical Destription

The Weymouth Medting House Higtoric Didtrict islocated in an areaof documented ancient Native American settlement
in the northern part of town between the Fore and Badk rivers. Ten andent Native American Stes ae located in the
generd area(within one mile), including one site, the Sivest Grass Cresk Site (19-NF93), which is located within the
digrict. Evidenceof the Ste hes bean recovered in the Old North Cametery and on land occupied by the Abigail Adams
House on Norton Stret. The Ste isrecorded as an extengve occupation Site, containing lithic artifacts and pottery
diagnodic of Middle Archaic through Woodland period occupations. Grave digging and stregt condruction have
reportedly disurbed portionsof the Ste.

Environmenta characteridtics of the digtrict represant locationd criteria (dope, soil drainage, proximity to wetlands) that
are favorable for the presance of andent Native American Stes. The didtrict contains severd well-drained, levd to
moderatdy doping plains, terraces knalls, and other landformsformed in glacid till and outwash depodts  In mery
aess Filsform athin mantle overlying bedrock. In some aress urban land depodts are do presant where the origingl
s0ils have bean covered with impervious surfaces, including agphdlt, concrete, and buildings. In meny places the
underlying soils have bean cut avay and filled. Thedidtrict islocated within 1,000 feet of atidal marsh, cresk, and Mill
Cove dong its northwestern and western boundary. The arealis located on anedk of land roughly midway between the
Fore and Back Riverswithin the Weymouth and Wer River drainege in the Bogon Harbor watershed.

Given the information presented above, the Size of the didrict (gpproximatedy 31 acres), and the extent of higtoric land use,
the presence of andent Native American resourcesis documented in the district and ahigh potentid exidts for locating
additiond andent resources While grave digging and other forms of higtoric period land use activities havelikey
degtroyed many andient resourcesin the cemetery and in other aressof the digtrict, significant andent resources may
aurvive in undisturbed and peripherd aress of the cametery and didtrict.

There isd=o ahigh potentid for locating significant historic archaeologicd resourcesin the district. Structurd evidence
from sevard 17" through 20*-century residentid, civic, ad religious buildings may survive, s wel as evidence of
resdences and outbuildings that housad cottege indudtries. Structurd evidence may survivefrom as mary as four egrlier
medinghouses’churches  erected before the extant Firgt Church in Weymouth (1833) wes built & 17 Church Stredt. The
first meginghouse dte, possibly built as early as 1623, is unreported, though it mey have good on Watch House Hill or

(continued)
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the dld Burying Ground near the ste of the ssoond medting house (cal 635, call645) in the North Weymouth/Old North
Camaay. Thethird Church building, which burmed in 1751, wes buift in 1682 in the vicinity of the extant church a 17
Church Strest neer the new school. The fourth church replaced its predecessor shortly after it bumed in 1751 and was in
turn, rezed and replaced with the present gructure in 1833, Structurd evidence may survive from an earlier schod
replaced by the current John Adams Schodl (1854) onthe same Ste & 16 Church Stret.

Unmaked graves mey dso exist a the North Weymouth Cemetery/Old North Cemetary (ca. 1636) located a 126 North
Street. Unmarked graves may reault from logt or dolen gravestones markers that have deteriorated, and graves that were
left intentionaly unmarked, as with indigents and paupers The cametery, which comprises over one-hdf of thedigtrict's
acreege, contains over 9,000 recorded burids and 4,000 gravestones. Thefirst recorded burid wes in 1636; however, the
ddegt gravetoneis 1678. Unmarked and marked graves may contain agrave shaft, coffin remains humen ramains ad
persond items rdated to the decessed. Individud graves may contain single or multiple interments. Memorid-type
graves ey contain no human ramains a al. Structurd evidence may dso exig from barns, gables, heerse housss ad
other sructures rdated to the operation and maintenance of the cametery.

Structurd evidence of 17*" through 20*-century residentia buildings may dso exist in the district. An earlier house
preceded the Humphrey House (ca 1876) a 537 North Street. A carriage houss, origindly located northwest of the

extant Nash House (ca 1868) & 3 Church Strest, wes demadlished sometime after 1940. The Old Badam Homesteed wes
demdlished a the northwestern corner of Eadt and Green dregts The former First Church parsonege was tom down and a
new parsonege built on the same site. The Old Whitman House, shown on the 1830 Humphrey and Torrey Magp but no
longer extant, was located doser to North Strest than the extant Humphrey House: A carriage housed <o origindly sood
southwest of the James M. Taylor House (ca 1876) a 24 Church Street.

Structurd evidence of bams, gables, outbuildings, and archaeologica evidence of occupationd- rdated fegtures (trash
pits, privies, wells) may exig with both archeeological Stesand extant buildingsin the district. Archaeologica evidence
of ahearse house, woodshed, two outhouses and eight horse sheds may aurvive on the Medting House lot. Sevard bams
and amdle outbuildings, now razed, origindly exiged onthe Humphrey Houselot.

Other important dtesin the district may indude the ste of the Weymouth Heights RR Depat, removed after 1966 from a
gmdl triangle of gpen land on the north Sde of the intersaction of North and Green Siregts, and the potentia structural
remains of abutments related to two earlier bridges located & the Site of the current North Street Bridge.

Archaeologica resources may dso survive a the origind Ste of the Abigail Adams Birthplace cottage (ca. 1685) & 8 Est
Street. The cottage was originally built by the Reverend Samud Torrey on the parsonege lot, then expanded by Adams
father, the Rev. William Smithin the 1730s While Smith's addition wes later demalished, the cottage section was moved
twice, now resting a 180 Norton Strest, near, but not onitsorigina dte. Structurd evidence mey survive from the
origina oottage foundation, builder's trenches barns, outbuildings, and occupationd- rdaed features a the origind house
Ste.

(end)
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NARRATIVE STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

8. Architect/Builder (continued)

Ambroga Builders (builder of Old North Cemetery chapd)

Baes Hnathen (desgner/builder of Firgt Church in Weymouth and possibly the Parsonege)
Can, Theron Irving (Adams Birthplace landscape designer)

Cdllens Willis and Beckonert (architects for the 1964 First Church foundation and gymnasium rear addition)
Darrow, Alft-ed (architect for 1920 First Church renovetion)

Gordon, James J. (Adams Birthplace restoration contractor and house mover)

Hooper, Hary N., & Co. (maker of the current bell (1857) at First Church)

Oshome, Frank (Adams Birthplace restoration mason)

Paker, Chales Edward (architect of the Civil War monument)

Peesdes, Charles (Adams Birthplace restoration carpenter)

Prat Family of Stonecutters (carver of severd gravestones 1767-1780)

Sagat, E.C. (contractor of the Civil War monument)

White, Charles (Adams Birthplace restoration mason)

The Weymouth Meeting House Higtoric Didtrict isalinear village centered on North Siret, extending from the town's
ddeg burid ground at its north end, through atriangular resdentia digtrict defined by the intersection of three early
dregs (later bisscted by arailroad), to the Weymouth Common and the buildings surrounding it & the district's southemn
end. The area and the buildings, as agroup, retain higtoric integrity in terms of location, design, setting, materids
workmeanship, fedling, and assodiation, fulfilling CriteriaA, B, and C of the Nationa Regiger of Historic Haoes a the
locd leve.

Under Criterion A, thisdigtrict dong North Stret hes sarved as afocd point for the town for nearly four centuries
dmog dnce itseerliest days of Europeen sattlement. At the northern end of the digtrict isthe town's dldest Burying
Ground and the earliest known Ste of amedtinghouse. At the southern end of the digtrict, around the Weymouth
Common, isthe dte of the town's subsaquent medtinghouses and first school—dating from 1681-1683—and itsoldet
ganding medinghouse and schoal. Linking thesetwo devated Stesisanarow vdley traversed by severd early roads a
triangular configuration further fixedin place when bisacted by the South Shore Railroad in 1849. Other devdopmeants in
the neghborhood have bean limited to resdentiad uses from the first parsonege (ca 1685), through afew scattered 19™
and early 20"-century houses This neighborhood sarved s the religiousand political center for dl of Weymouth during
the early Colonid period until 1723 when a sgparate south parish and precinct were established, and for northem
Weymouth for anather century until further parish fragmentationin the early 19 century and the completion of the first
Town Hall dsawvherein 18A4.

Under Criterion B, the district issignificant for its numerous connections with the birth and childhood of Abigail (Smith)
Adams (1744-1818), whose husband John Adams and son John Quincy Adams became, respectively, the seoond and sixth
presidents of the United States Her father, the Rev. William Smith (1707-1783), sarved as minger of Firg Paish from
1734 to 1783. He and hiswife, Elizabeth Quincy Smith (1721-1775), lived in the parsonage the rest of ther lives, raisng
their family of four children there. Abigail Smith wes born in the parsonege and schodled there by her parents. She wes
recaved into the membership of Frst Church in 1759. Se was courted by John Adams a har Weymouth house ad
married him a Firgt Church in 1764. Her parentsdied in Weymouth and both are buried in prominent gravesin Old

North Camdery, asis SusamnalAdams, one of the children of John and Abigail Adams (Abigail hersdf lies dsawhere,
buried besde her hugtend John Adams, her son John Quincy Adams, and daughter-in-law Louisa Cathaine Adams & the

(continued)
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Firg Unitarian Church, 1306 Hancock Stredt, in nearby Quincy, Massachusatts) The Weymouth neighborhood hes
increedngly attracted commemoraive dements regponding to its connections with the birth and childhood of Abigail
Adams the mod important being the 1947 rdocation and restoration of thefirst parsonege as the Abigail Adans
Birthplace. The didtrict is d0 significant as the final regting placeof Thomes A. Watson (1854-1934), famned as the
asddant to Alexander Graham Bell during the discovery of the tdephone. 1n 1883, Weatson founded the Fore River
Shipyards, on the opposite bank of the Weymouth Fore River from his final resting place.

Under Criterion C, the digtrict contains intact landscgpesand buildings from the 17*, 18, 19*, and 20* canturies, and
exhibits en aray of architecturd and landscgpetypes and gyles, including some important early gravestone carvings by
the Pratt family. The earlier house gyles represented include two Cape Cod houses a lae Federd parsonege, ad seveard
examples of Gresk Revivd, including houses a church, and aschod (the latter sporting Itdianate detals and apair of
outdzed Gothic foil windows). Later syles represented indude mangonsin Itdianate and Second Empire syles ad
Colonid Revivd houses The iconic Abigail Adams Birthplace isaColonid Revivd restoration, the last known project
planned by the important scholar and regtoration architect Frank Chouteau Brown, and carried out after his degth by locdl
athudags and professonasfollowing his plans. The period of sgnificance beginsca 1636, with the earlies known
burid in the Old Burying Ground, and dasesin 1960.

CRITERION A: PATTERNS OF HISTORICAL DEVELOPMENT

Weymouth is atown of 21.6 square miles, located in Norfolk County, Massschusetts, 12 miles southesst of Bogton. The
northern third of Weymouth, including the Weymouth Meeting House Historic Didtrict, is a peninsula defined by the
Weymaouth Fore River to the west, Bagton Harbor to the north, and the Weymouth Back River to the eest. Weymouth
dhares land boundaries with Braintree and Holbrook to the west, Abington and Rockland to the south, and Hingham to the
eadt. The town is composed of low rock outcrops, rolling hills (glacialy derived drumlins, eskers and kames), and sad
plains The sils are generdly mixes of clay, sand, or gravel, sudded with glacid boulders (erratics). The town is dotted
with former sand or grave pits, and Weymouth granite iswell known as a building gone (Kevitt 1981 1-2 Johnson
2000).

At the time of European contect, the Native American population was the Massachusatt tribe, and they cdled the place
"Wessagussdt” After aparticularly ill-fated gart & an English trading podt in 1622, it became the second pameanant
stlement in Massachusattsin 1623, part of the new Massachusatts Bay Colony in 1630, and then incorporated (and
renamed) as the Town of Weymouth in 1635. 1t was named after the English coadtd town of Weymouth in Dorsst. During
Weymouth's first two centuries, resdents establishedfi shingvillages in the north and practiced subsstence farmingin the
south, supplemeanted by the operation of saw, grist, and fulling mills, and the raking (gathering) of bog iron. The primary
indudry ofthe 19* ad early 20* centurieswas shoe and bootmeaking, & one point employing three-quartersof the
town's workers. Ssocondary indudtries included shipbuilding, nailmaking, and fertilizer production. In the 20* century,
may residents worked & the Fore River Shipyard acrass the river in Quincy or & the South Weymouth Navd Air Station
(in operation 1940-1997). In 1953, U.S. Route 3 opened, bisecting Weymouth, providing afagt direct automobile
commute to Bogton, and leading to the closing of commuter railroad shortly theresfter. Today, many resdents commute to
work in Bagon by automobile, or again by commuter rail with the reopening of the Greenbush rail line, Weymouth now
hes three commuter rail gations. In 1999, Weymouth voted to edopt acity form of govenment with amayor, athough the
municipality isstill known formally as the Town of Weymouth. The 2000 cansus recorded 53,988 people in Weymouth, a
population dendty of 3,174.2 people par square mile. Besdes Abigail Adams noted people borm in Weymouth indude
abalitionist MariaWegon Chapman, and artists Abbott Fuller Graves, E[dmund] Aubrey Hunt, and Susen Torrey Merritt.
Joshua Bates of Eadt Weymouth, who as aboy dudied under the Rev. Jecdb Norton a Firgt Parish, became an American

(continued)
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partner in Baring Brothers & Compeny of London, and largdyfinancedthe congruction of the current Bogon Public
Library (Chamberlain 1906: 718-721). Bates Hall, the BPL'sgrand reading room, was named after him. Weymouth hesa
long record of military sarvice and sacrifice, including five Congressond Medd of Honor recipients, most of
Weymouth's public primary schodls are named after soldiers (Kevitt 1981, Johnson 2000; Town of Weymouth Webdte
2008; "Weymouth, Massachusatts' 2008).

Firg Satlement Period (1622-1676)

Thefirst English visitors known in Weymouth esteblished a trading pogt in an area cdlled Wessegusstt in 1620 The
trading pogt wes dong ether Mill Cove or Kings Cove in northwest Weymouith. [ll-prepared and faced with harsh weather
and resgance from the native peoples (whom they tregted badly), they were forced to aoendon the pogt. A ssoond group,
led by Raobat Gorges and known as the Gorges Company, landed in Wessegussdtt in 1623, moved into the empty
buildings, and quickly expanded the pogt, establishing a pamanent settlement in northwest Weymouth. With the Gorges
Compary care the Rev. Morrill, arector in the Church of England (Anglican), but Morrill and many of the compeny
departed the next year. Over the next few years, Wessegussett remained inhabited, while various Anglican and Separatist
minigers came ad left, as the denominationd factionsin the settlement contended for power. The settlement became part
of the Massachusatts Bay Colony in 1630. In 1635, 21 familiesof settlers and the Rev. Josgph Hull arrived from
Weymouth, England, and the settlement incorporated es "Weymouth," marking the official gart of both town and parish
higory (Nash mS; Higtory of Weymouth 1923; 1.21-1.75).

The Weymouth Megting House Higtoric Didtrict presarves higtoric landacgpes and Stes dating badk to the eerliest days of
BEuropeen sfttleament—and even before. North Street begen as asecondary Native American trail, which connected with
the main eest-west trail (today's Commercid Stret) just bdow the digtrict. North Stret, dong with portionsof Eagt
Street and Green Street, bagen astrails leeding to the northern beedhes and mudflats of Weymouth, vital for their year-
round supplies offish,dams, and other shellfish (Johnson 2000: 5). Thusthe mgjor Sredsof the digtrict predeate the
ealiest English colonigs. The uneven, marshy topography of Weymouth limited the routes available to these arterid
dregts. With itsextensve natura resources, protected nature, and proximity to amgjor trail, nearty Mill Cove (west of
the didtrict beyond asubdivision) became anaturd focus for the early settlement. Mill Cove got its neme from atidd mill
built there in 1669, which remained in use for over acentury (Kevitt 19810 111).

The neerest promontory. Watch House Hill, provided afocus for village life. According to agandard town higory
(Fearing 1923, 218), the first Weymouth Mesting House may have been erected &5 early as 1623 on Wetch House Hill, or
the Old Burying Ground in the Old North Cemetery (MHC #3802, ca 1636, Photogrgph #1), 126 Norton Street.
Medtinghousss were often erected on high hills such as this, partidly for their defensive advantages The secod
medinghouse, begun in 1635 or 1636 (but till unfinished in 1645) ood on Watch House Hill for hdf a century (PAL,
"Old North Burid Ground" 2000). Zechary Bickndl (1590-1636) wes the first burid recorded for the Ste, while the
odest done whose dateisstill discernible isthet of John Tay (1678).

After decades of rdigious dissgreament and strife, the Puritans secured control of the pulpit of the medtinghouse, ad
svad ubsuant Puritan minigers enjoyed relatively long Saysin the pulpit. The Rev. Thomes Thecher wes inddled
on January 2, 1644, and filled the pulpit in Weymouth for 20 years. Shortly after hisarrival, the Meeting House that hed
begun in 1635-1636 wesfinished;it wes extensvely repaired in 1652 After the degth of his first wifein 1644, Thecher
married to a Bogon woman, and in 1689 became the first minigter of Bogton's Old  South Church. His sucocessor, the Rev.
Samud Torrey, sarved the Weymouth pulpit for over forty years from hisingdlation in 1665 until his degth in 1707. A
gifted goecker and teecher, Torrey was widdy respected, preaching a the Genard Court three times and declining the
presdency of Harvard College in 1684. Undar his guidance the town added gdleries and abdll to the ssoond
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medinghouse (on Watch House Hill) in 1667, hired a sexton in 1668, and further repaired the medinghouse in 1673
(Nash 183, Fearing 1923 220-22). Much of this early history comesfrom scattered secondary sources the earliet
official records for Weymouth are quite fragmentary, with the oldest surviving town records datingto 1643 and the oldet
surviving church records—moadly births, baptiams, desths, and marriages—not until 1734 (Kevitt 1981 vi).

According to ane account. Watch House Hill (the Old Burying Ground) got its neme during King Philip's Wa when the
colonigts gathered in and around the megtinghouse for protection (Johnson 2000: 6). Weymouth wes raided three times:

on February 12, 1675 when "severd houses and bammswere bumed'”'; in March 1676, when "seven houses and bams were
bumed"; and on April 19, 1676, when eight houseswere bumed and Sgt. Thomiss Pratt wiss killed {Higtory of Weymouth
1923 107). At lesst 50 Weymouth men fought in the war, and a half dozen or more perished in battles. Reviewing other
acoounts, the gandard town history notes that one of the battle Steswas purported to be "a the bese of Camaay Hill,
neer Judgmat Valey, which is neer the present Weymouth Heightsrailway gation” (History of Weymouth 1923 109).
After the conflict, Weymouth was forced to goped for help from neighboring towns for food to pess the following winter.

Colonial Period (1677-1777)

After the upheavd and impoverishment it experienced during King Philip's War, Weymouth eventudly entered a long
period of growing prosperity. In 1681, the town purchesed land from Cgptain John Holbrook, just off North Stredt, for its
first schoal; it goent 36 pounds building and furnishing the schodl (Nagh 1885: 125-126; Kevitt 1981: 32). Theland wes
aop the next promontory south of Watch House Hill, the broad westan flank of King Oek Hill, dso overlooking Mill
Cove This att esablished the Weymouth Common (1681, foreground in Photogrgphs #11 & 12). Thefollowing year, a
committee found the old meatinghouse "rotten and week in many places, and do too amdl to accommodate the peoplée’
and decided to replace it (Fearing 1923; 222). Rather than attempting to raise another Mesting House within the cramped,
hilly confines of the cemetery, the town purchesed additiond land from Holbrook neer the new schodl. It hired Jeodb
Naeh to build alarger and grander building than the old one the replacament was 40 by 45 feet with four gdble ends This
Ste hes hdd the Weymouth megtinghouse ever ance, dthough the current building isthe third on this dte.

Some acoounts place thefirst schoal directly west of the current Site of the First Church, just outsde the didrict; a marker
to that effect occupies the front lawn of the condominium complex there. The Town first paid a schodmeadter in 1651, ad
in 1630 bought the first housefor the schodmedter to occupy. By 1717, the southem part of town hed itsown sperate
sthod (Nash 1885 125-127). Thefirst schod of 1881 wes replaced onits same dte in 1730 by another, "atwo-gory,
ridge-hipped form built on athree by two bay plan [and] lit by multi-pane double-hung sash” (Johnson 2000: 11). The
dreet known today as Church Strest connected the Common to North Street, and soon provided a shortcut from North
Sreet to Commercid Street. An early podtcard view from the first decedes of the twentieth century shows the Common &
the samelevd asthe front of the church, adivided roedway with arow of meture dms down a canter grassy drip. To
accommodete the automobile, the median was removed and the roed wias lowered beginning in the 1920s (Repe & Reoe
2004: 25).

The higory of parsonegesis unexpectedly complicated, asthey were usudly desded over to the minigter and often
remained in his possesson until his degth, a which point the town would have the first option to purchase the parsonege
back. In 1635, the Rev. Samud Torrey gave up the old parsonage, somewhare north of the Burying Hill, and built a newv
parsonege—oommonly known s “the Mansion"—uwithin the digtrict on land to the south of the Burying Hill, severd
blocks doser to the new meeting house In early church records it was someimes known as the " South Parsonege” to
diginguish it from the earlier "North Parsonage™ This South Parsonege site isnow known as 8 Eagt Sret, and Torrey's
houseis the dldest extant building in the district. Today the Abigail Adams Birthplace (MHC# 324, Photograph #3), 180
Norton Stredt, presavesthis parsonege on adifferent site, ahalf-block (gpprox. 300 feet) west of whereit wasoriginaly

(continued)
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located (on the other 9de of North Street). The Rev. Torrey was Sucossded by Pater Thacher (serving 1707 to 1718), the
grandeon of his predecessor. He wes followed in tum by Thomes Paine of Barngtable, who sarved from 1719to 1734;
bath moved to Bogon from Weymouth (Fearing 1923; 222-223). The Revs Torrey and Pane ae some of the earliest of
the town's minigers buried in Old North Cametery, as is Panes son Robat Treat Paine (b, & d. 1727, Weymouh Vitd
Records). Hisyounger brother, aso named Robert Treat Paine (1731-1814), was a M assachusdits represantative to the
Continentd Congressand sgner of the Dedlaration of Independence

Pat of thereeson the Rev. Paine left the job was the ongoingfinancial srain caused when those in South Weymouth split
off and darted their own parish and precinct in 1723. Not only did the northem precinct now have to pey the entire dary
of its minigter, but it dso endured protracted legd difficulties as the southern precinct fought for haf of dl the church
propeaty of the northem precinct. The suit over the old parsonege, for example, wes nat settled until 1785 (Nash 18385). In
fact, depitethe esablishment of the political and religious center in the Megting House didtrict late in the 17% century,
dreedy by the early 18* century, growth in Weymouth was occurring dsawhere. Eagt Weymouth hed become a full-
fiedged village with amill and atavem by 1675, South Weymouth aso deveoped throughout thistime, and devdopment
around Mill Cove shifted southwestward to the more acoessble Weymouth Landing. The areaaround the Weymouth
Mesting House never again recgptured its leading commerdad role, even within the northern precinct. But its intermediary
location betwean Eagt Weymouth and Weymouth Landing mede its survival ameatter of convenience and civic

compromise

The Rev. Paines sucoesor, the Rev. William Smith, sarved from 1734 until his degth in 1783. Amid ongoing disputes
over the old parsonegg, in 1737, the Rev. Smith purchesed "the Mansion' (built by the Rev. Samud Torrey in 1685) ad
expanded it by building anew dl that wes larger than the origind house On April 23, 1751, the medinghouse bumned
down. The Rev. Smith noted in the church records on that date "The Medting House in Weymouth took Fire and wes
oconaumed to aghesin avery short time. There ware 3 barrds of Gun powder (the Town Stock) in asort of [oft inthe
House, which mede a surprising noise when it blew up” (qtd. in Fearing 1923: 225). Despite the concurrent outbregk of
"throat digemper,” which killed ane in ten of its inhabitants, Weymouth rebuilt quickly, and the new medinghouse
opened in 1752, Rather than the squarish pos-medieva medtinghouse, this church was 56 by 40 fet, "a Sde-gabled form
with atower, built on a seven byfive-bayplan and lit by multi-pane double-hung saeh" (Johnson 2000: 10).

On May 21, 1774, the British advanced on Weymouth. Charles Francis Adams, ., reported:

A landing was momentarily expected, and it was even reported to have taken place, and that three hundred
soldiers were advancing on the town. Three dam guns werefired, the bells were rung and the drums begen to
beet. The panic and confuson were very great and worth recording, for it isthe only timein the long higtory of
the town that Weymouth hes ever hed cause to fear thet acivilized and disciplined foewes & her threshold. Evary
house bdow the present North Weymouth Station was desarted by the women and children. Mr. Smith's family
fled from the old parsonege, and Dr. Tuft'swife being ill a the time, hed abed thrown into acart, and, putting
hersdlf upon it was driven to Bridgewater. (Adams 1888 74-75)

The invason was mady aforaging party collecting hey on Grgpe Idand, and the citizens maneged only to burn the hey

beforeit could be loaded. "But it showed the spirit of thetown.” (ibid..) On Augud 11, 1776, the Rev. Smith reed the
Dedaration of Independence from the pulpit a First Church.

(continued)



NPS Form 10-900 OMB Approval No. 1024-0018
(Rev. 1090)

United States Department ofthe Interior
National Park Service

National Register of Historic Places

Continuation Shet Weymouth Medting House HD
Weymouth (Norfolk), MA

Saion numbea 8 Page 6

Federal Period (1778-1830)

While the Weymouth Mesting House (now known &s the First Church) retained its political importance even after
reigious disestablishment in 1833, itsrdigiousrole greetly diminished in the decades before 1830. Weymouth's
population doubled during the Federd period, from 1,400 to over 2,800, but two new churches o arose in the precindt.
The Union Church of Weymouth and Braintree (1811) just across the border drew of f the membarswho lived around
Weymouth Landing, while anew Methodist Episcopd Church (1822) became the focusof rdligious life there (Johnson
2000: 11). Asin the case of South Weymouth, each of these villages benefitted from connections to turnpikes ad the
expanding boot and shoe manufactories, while the Medting House digtrict reamaned largely rurd. Even the rurd area north
of the Medting House begen to devdop after 1812, when drawbridges acrossthe Weymouth Fore and Badk rivers
provided direct ancess between Bogton and Hingham through upper Weymouth, aong the new Quincy and Hingham
Turnpike.

A romantic image of the parsonage and its neighborhood can be found in the diary of an unlikely oocupart in the mid
17805 Reggy Hazlitt. She was the older sgter of the English literary critic William Hazlitt. Their father, the Rev. William
Hazlitt, preeched and lectured in Bogton for severd years where he founded achurch. Peggy remembared that

The house good in amod romantic gpat. On alittle, low hill to the eestward good the house of prayer, and bdow
it Dr. Tuft's, the road to Bogon passng dose by them. . .. From the tops of thesehills we hed adigant view of
the Bay of Boston, and meny of its idands and hills beyond it, with Dorchester Heights, famous for the Baitle of
Keags Bunker Hill where so meny British officers fell in the goeoe of five minutes; to the south, dark and
frowning woods and neerer to us the river, with amill and two houses onitsbanks and avariety of meedows
fields, and treesbdow. (Qtd. in Chamberlain 1906. 713)

The only surviving building congructed in the district during this period isthe Capt. Stephen Bicknell House (MHCH#
1083, ca 1818, Phatogrgph #5), 476 Green Street. This 1 'f2-gory Cgoe Cod house hes afive-bay facade, large canter
chimney on the ridgeline, and two digtinctive roof dormers with shed roofs thet rise al the way to the ridgdine. It is
emblematic of itstime period: the recent comprenengive survey of Weymouth architecture and devdopment notes thet the
Cgpe Cod wes the dngle mogt common housetype from this period (Johnson 2000: 15). Siephen Bickndl (1779-1856)
wes a mader mariner and sea captain. 1n 1804, he married Lydia Loud (1782-1833), and they raised their children inthis
housa

In 1885, Gilbert Nash wrote an account called "North Weymouth about 1800, parts of which cover the Medting House
digtrict. In Nash's recongruction (republished in the 1923 Weymouth history), he imagines ajourney that begins dong
Commerdd Stredt, just beyond Weymouth Landing. He pesses the Burrell House and shoe shaop at the west ed of
Church Stret, then leaves Commercid Strest and goes toward the medtinghouse:

Passing dong Church Strest, therewas no building until the medting-house was reached, which sood upon the
dte of the presant edifice. . . The [1682 meeting housg], destroyed by fireabout 1751,... probably sood
omenhe to the eestward of the presant podition, not far from the Town Pump. (Nash 1923; 913)

No other reference hes bean found to the Town Pump, which mugt have good somewhere on the eestem ed of the
common. This quate dso undarsocares the point that dthough aschod and medinghouse have exiged on thetown
common dnce 1682, their podtions have changed over time, through various building campagns.

Nash continues his description of North Weymouth in 1800, turning onto North Street:
(continued)
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Jugt bdow [north of] the corner of Church Street, upon North Stredt, lived Hon. Cotton Tufts, physician ad
dorekegper (his gore being alittle to the south of his houseand about where the butment of the South Share
rallroad rests). For more than haf a century he was ane of the mogt important men of the town . . . sdedman,
representative (and somelimes senator).... The housewas ane of the old dwellings be onging to the Whitman
family. (Nash 1923:913)

Catton Tufts (1731 -1815) wes born in Medford; after being educated a Harvard, he settled in Weymouth. A leeder of the
patriots in Weymouth during the Revolution, he wes one of the founding membarsof the Massachusetts Medicd Sodety,
sving & its presdent 1787-1793 (Kevitt 1981: 148-149). Although his house and shop ae both gone, his Tufts Bank
Tomb (1816), just north of wherethey sood, isone of the defining dements of the Old North Cemetery. The Tufts Bark
tomb is located just eedt of North Street, & a prominent Ste on the north Sde of the cametary driveway. For the purposes
of this nomination, it isimportant not primarily esagravesite, but rather as the earliest of the many bank tombs that
charatteaize the 19*-century devdopment of Old North Cemetery. Cotton Tufts' grandchildren, Quincy Tufts and Susmn
Tufts, left the bequests that founded TuftsLibrary, the main public and reseerch library in Weymouth.

Naehfini sheshis description by mentioning the houses dong Eagt Street, eet of North:

Thefir sthouse upan the left and dmad diredtly under the hill wasthe dd parsonage dnce replaoed by the
presat dwdling, and ill the " parsonage” It was then the residence of Rev. Jaoch Narton, and the dd barn,
which dill remaing good then as now alittle to the west, and a nearly right angeswith the house (Nash 1923
913

The dte of thebarm is now open lawn. Beyond the parsonage, "the next house upon the [ eft, upon the northwesterly corner
of [Eat Strest and] Green Strest, wias the old Badlam homesteed, then owned by Dr. Cotton Tuftsand oocupied by Mr.
BdaCushing. The old housewas demalished yearsago' (Nash 1923 914). Pasing eesward out of the digtrict, Nagh
mentions the future Capt. Sgohen Bickndl Houseto be erected in afew years on the southessterly corner of the
intersection. Nagh's description of the Old Meeting House didtrict isdreedy tinged with nogtdgia for an ancient
aosgoadsin trangtion.

Early Indugrial Period (1830-1870)
The recant architecturd survey of Weymouth notesthat “the Early Indudtrid Period in Weymouth wes atime of intense
expandon of industrid output and population,” affecting even bypessed neighborhoods such as the Meeting House didtrict
(Johnson 2000: 16). Injust 40 years, Weymouth's population more than tripled to 9010 people Weymouth's proximity to
Bogton, and itswharves turnpikes, and eventudly rail links, pushed its generd expandon. The Old Colony Railroad
opanad in 1845 in southwest Weymouth, and the South Shore Railroad through the center of the district in 1849. During
this period the villages of Weymouth Landing and Eagt Weymouth became the dominant canters of Weymouth, and "the
corridor between Weymouth Landing, North Weymouth and Eagt Weymouth, primarily dong Commercid Sredt, became
acurving conglomeration of resdentia developmenf (Johnson 2000: 16). The First Church gpparently continued to
function &s the northem precinct's town hall until 1852. That yeer, the first Town Hall wes built & the comer of
Waghington and Middle dreets, equidigant betwean the two main northem villages and South Weymouth, inaugurating
another didtrict that became known as Weymouth Center. The areanorth of the Meeting House didtrict began to devdop
rapidly, espedidly dong Bridge Strest, where in 1862 the former Quincy and Hingham Turnpike became a public road,
and ghoe shops and factories gorang up dong it. Increesingly the neme " North Weymouth™ designated the areanorth of
the Old North Cametery and the Mesting House didtrict; the latter increesingly wes referred to as "Old North Weymouth”
(Nash 1835) or Weymouth Heights.

(continued)
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Weymaouth may have responded, as did many other communities, to the official and final disesteblishment of religion in
Masschusattsin 1833 by rebuilding its church. Y et parish records dso indicate widespread dissatisfaction with the old
building and its aracked bl in 1831, and the formation of a committee to pursue the options of a new medting house in
March of 183 (Records ofthe North Parish in Weymouth 1824-1838). The current First Church in Weymouth (MHC#
310, 1833, Phatograph #10), 17 Church Street, was quickly completed: the fifth building for the church, and the third on
the Weymouth Common near the schoal. In May of 183 the church voted to purchase a one-third-acre lot from Desoon
John Bates gpparently dightly to the west of its old lot, and condructed the current two-gtory Gresk Revivd church atop
agranite foundation. According to the final report of the Building Committeg, the totd cogt for the new medtinghouse wes
$3445.14.

The building islikely the work of Elnathan Bates of Weymouth, athough no deer attribution of an architect or builder for
the church gppearsin the church records. Elnethen Bates was a housewright, and member of the initial building committee
of five men dected on March 21, 1831. On April 5 they reported their findings:

Taking into consideration the age in which welive, and that the wings of time are continually consigning our
ancient, and more especially our ill constructed edifices to oblivion, and that the march of improvement with rapid
strides [is] erecting others in their stead of more modem improvement in style as well as more convenient, and
when we survey with the eye of curiosity our neighboring churches as well asthose more distant, we have to

regret that we havefallenin the rear of modern improvement, and in the background when compared with our
neighboring societies. (Records of the North Parishin Weymouth 1824-1838)

Although the regt of the report deelswith mundane matters of pav numbears ad sill repairs it sears that interest in Syle
and modernity wes the foremost reeson for building anew church.

Elnathen Bateswes re-dected to the Firgt Paish building committee on March 19, 1832, and then chosan as moderator for
the medting of April 9, where the parish discussad what specific attributes it wanted in its medinghousae On April 19,
1832, the parish medting voted "to choose a building committee of fiveto draught aplan for aMesting house and obtain
proposals for building & to lay before the parish & the adjourned meeting” (Records of the North Parish in Weymouth
1824-1838). At the next (adjourned) megting on May 7, the parish voted "to acogat aplan for amedting house presanted
by the building committee" They then voted to meke saverd changesin the plan, voting to leave dl danges to the
discretion of the building committee and authorizing it to contract the building. This ssouence ssas to indicate thet one
sngle plan wes presanted, likely one drawvn up by Elnathan Bates Bates continued as a marbe of the building committee
throughout the process In 1833, after the building committee hed completed itswork and medeitsfinal report, the parish
dedided to build arow of outbuildings acrassthe reer of the lot: hearse house woodshed, two outhouses and eight horse
shaeds (to be rented yearly to the highest bidder). On Augugt 19, 1833, the parish voted to let the completed horse shads to
parishioners, and "Voted to dlow Elnathan Bates ten dollarsfor building the sheds more then his contract.” In a final
report by acommittee on sheds the following yeer, the minutes reed "Having pogted natices for persons digoosd to
undarteke to build sheds and fence a the Meeting House, to Satetheir terms. Mr. Elnathan Bates proposas were mare
foressegble then any others mede accordingly we contracted with him" (March 14, 1834). Theselad entries edablish that
Batesdesigned and built the sheds and thus meke him the primary candidate for having designed and buiilt the church as
well.

Elnathen Bates (1792-1863) married Nancy Humphrey and raised afamily in Weymouth; he was the grandson of Desoon
Elnathen Bates of Firg Church (History of Weymauth 1923: 4.48). Although no other large public buildings previoudy
have bemn attributed to Bates, he does gpopear to have hed a least some experience. Tucked in amongd the records of Frdt

(continued)
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Paish isadgned "Contract for Building Weymouth & Braintree Academy” between Elnathan Bates, housawright of
Weymouth, and the proprietors of the ecedemy, from 1828: four years before the congdtruction of the First Parish Church.
Thistwo-gtory building wes to be 45 feet by 30 feet. One of the proprietors of the Academy who Sgned the contract wes
Josgoh Loud, later amambar of the Firgt Parish building committee. While the evidence is circumdantia, in the aosance
of any other possihilities, it ssams permissble to attribute the design and congruction of the current First Church to
Enathen Bates

The church interior varies in saverd details from thet initialy proposed, including two Sde gdleries; it isunknownif they
were actudly built ("Report of Committee for Building Meeting Houss' 1832). The 1833 medting house wes extended by
ten feet to the north in 1837 (*Sscond Report of the Committee on the Enlargement of the Meating House™ April, 1837).
The church hdd its medtings in the school—uwhich by this point sood across the common—until 1856, when it built a
chapd (vestry; razed) to the rear of the church; this chapd hed an "annex™ added in 1899-1900 (Nash 1335; "Brief
Higtory of the Firgt Church in Weymouth'" 1912 16).

In 1852, Hrat Church suffered another loss of parishioners when Filgrim Church formed to the north in Old Soain (a
neighborhood adong Bridge Streat in North Weymouth), resulfingin alass of 51 members Naeh reflected on the higory
of Frat Church, and the five churches which formed from it:

Thisandent church hes suffered greetly from drcumgtances beyond itscontrol.. .. Thus the mother hesbemn
exhauding he resources and impoverishing hersdf in the esteblishment of a family of vigorous and progperous
children; but it hes bean & a srious codt to her, snce the removd of 0 many mambers, and the dedine of
busnessin the village near have reduced it from the only church in the town to the amelles of Sx of the same
fellowship. Yet 9e ill kegos on her way and bravdy sudains the burden that isthus cagt upon her, doing her
work with diligence and fidelity. (Nash 1885: 107)

In order to settle anew miniger (the Rev. Joshua Emery, Jr.), the First Church decided to teer down its former parsonege
and build anew aone on the same Site, a the bese of the Old Burying Ground hill. 1t hed repurchased the building in 1826.
The new First Church Parsonege (MHCH# 542, ca. 1833, Phatogreph #4), 8 Eadt Street is afive-bay,Sde-gabled, wood-
frame houss, st on agranite block foundation. Some beams from the 1730s parsonege were reportedly used in the
condruction of the new parsonage, while the old 1635 ell where Abigail Adams hed been born was moved north to
Bickndl Sguare, a 450 Bridge Stret. Although the church membasemiraced the new Gresk Revivd gyle for their
church, for their parsonage they chose the more consarvative—and outmoded—edard style, with aGresk Reviva-
influenced comice. Sometime later in this period they added an Itdianate-gyle door hood with overszed scroll brackets
ove the front door ("First Church Parsonege’ 2000).

The largest-scale dangein the neighborhood wss the congtruction of the South Shore Railroad Railbed (1849) through
the valey bewean the Old Burying Ground and the Weymouth Common. The South Shore gpened sarvice to Bt
Weymouth on Jenuary 1, 1849. Congruction of the railroad causad the removd of oneof thefew early commerae
properties known from the digtrict, the sore begun by Cotton Tufts (Nash 1923 913). Although the indugtria
devdopmant that characterized the other villages did not ocour around the digtrict, resdentiad devdlopment accderated.
TheDr. L. Fuller House (MHCH# 411, Photogrgph #9), 11 Church Street, wes built about 1843 next to the Frst Church
on the Weymouth Common. This rambling two-story house hes atwo-bay end-geble form, characteridic of Gresk
Revivd style. Itsmain entry istucked under an open porch on its western sde. The T-shgped main block edsin a aoss
gabled middle section, with along two-part, 1 /2-gory reer ell. A barn connected to the northwest corner of the reer €l but
wes dbssquently rezed (Bigelow 1880).

(continued)
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In ebout 1854, the Seoond Digtrict replaced its old schoaol with another on the southen sde of Weymouth Common, a
building now known &s the John Adams School (MHC# 218, NRIND, Photogrgph #11), 16 Church Street. This large
(33X 45 feet) two-gory, Gresk Revivd sthodl building wes built aoross the common direcfly opposte the First Parish
Church. Beddes its prominent front geble form, other Gresk Reviva desgn dements indude the wide comices and the
large wooden pilagters, which support gable end returns. It d<o introduces some new dements of styleto the common,
with ssoondary Itdianate details including widely overhanging eaves supported by decorative brackets and the articulated
frames—with projecting hoods supported by brecketss—around eech door and window. The Nationa Regiger nomination
for the building details the schodl's importancein illustrating the trangition between Gresk Revivd ad Itdianate (Higtory
of Weymouth 1923: 656; Fannin & Lehner 1984). A third stylistic dement is Gothic Reviva, an outsized three- obed,
clover-like foil window centered in the gable of each end. The architect is unknown. The building beers a striking
ressmblance to another Weymouth school, the Bicknell or Commerdid Street School, which later functioned asthe
Reyndlds Rodt of the G.A.R. (Grand Army of the Republic) until bedly dameged by afirein 1939 (Sullivan & Tighe
2001: 103, Rgoe & Pgoe 2004:71).

Weymouth hed esteblished eight schodl ditricts in 1799, eech district operating dmogt independently, building its own
schod and hiring itsown teecher. Thetown continued the didtrict sygem until 1869, when gate laws compdled mogt
townsto srgp their didricts and maintain asngle incdlusive sygem that was usudly fairer toal sudents It is difficult to
sy how many schodls preceded the John Adams Schodl on the Weymouth Common—at leest two, probably three or
more It isnow the dldest schodl known to survive in Weymouth. By 1885, Weymouth hed two high schodls tweve
gammar shoals twenty intermediate schools, and fourteen primary schodls (Nagh 1885: 132). The Ssoond Didtrict
Schod wes renamad the John Adams Schod in 1870 to commemorate Presdent Adams (Fannin & Lehner 1984). From
1830 to 1897, it sarved &s the northern Weymouth high schoal .

Presarvation consultant Christine Beard noted of the didtrict, "By the mid-nineteenth century, devdopment in Weymouth
Heghts hed levded off and the areabecame characterized as an historic area with civic functions.. .. [But] the area hes
adways been primarily resdentid” (Christine S Beard, 1988: 33). Another wave of resdenfid congruction took place
during thefinanci al recovery after the Civil War. About 1868, the W.O. Nash House (MHC# 1079, ca 1868, Phatogrgph
#8), 3 Church Street wes raised directly next to the Fuller House, a the corner of Church and North dregts This large
two-gtory house, with afull third-story mansarded attic (complete withfi shscal eshingles), lit by three or four projecting
shed dorme windows in eech Sde, isthe only Ssoond Empire-style building in the district. It originally hed a freestanding
mansarded carriage houseto the northwest. At about the same time, ablock avay on the corner of Green Streat and Eadt
Sregt, another housewas being built, the Samud Thompson House (MHCH# 1084, ca. 1868), 479 Green Street. This
two-gtory (with full attic), dgpboard-shesthed house fronted on busy Grean Stret, which hed become amgjor arterid
dreet. Thislate Grek Reviva-gyle houseis front-gabled with gable-end retums.

The Civil War greatly affected Weymouth, as a leegt 99 soldiers with Weymouth connections logt their lives. Weymouth
became ore of the earlies communitiesin Massachuseits to erect aCivil War monument. Directly overlooking North
Stret, on the highest point on Watch House Hill, the Soldiers Monument (MHC #909, 1867, Phatographs #1 & 2)isa
25-foot obdisk of Quincy granite set on a5-foot degp, 8 by 8 foot square, granite-block foundation. Its shidd-shaped
tablets of white Itdlian marble list the nemes of 99 soldiers by regiment and secondarily by menner of desth. The
monument, designed by Bogton architect Charles Edward Parker and sculpted and erected by E.C. Sargant of Quincy, wes
dedicated on the Fourth of July 1868 (An Oration 1869; Roe 1910: 125-26). A sudy ofthe Civil Wear recordsfor
centennid dbosarvances discovered that over aperiod of four years, "the town of Weymouth sant out atota of 936 men to
war, including enligments. 120 of these men did nat return” ("Weymouth in the Civil War" 1963: 11). Itisdifficult to
imagine how harshly such losseswould affect any community.

(continued)
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Late Industrial Period (1870-1916)

Weymouth became an increasingly densely settled suburb of Boston during the Late Industrial period, with population
climbing from 9,000 to nearly 14,000 by about 1915. Norton Street was put through atop former marsh land from North to
Pearl, roughly parallel to North Street, between 1880 and 1888, the last major street to be added in the Meeting House
district.

Transportation links to the district reached their pre-automobile peak during the decades after the Civil War, first with the
extension of the horse-drawn cars of the metropolitan street railway, which provided links to Boston from the district
northward through North Weymouth. The trolley lines expanded throughout Weymouth and were electrified in the early
1890s; one of the first major trolley lines went down North Street to East Weymouth ("Map of Quincy and Boston Street
Railway" 1896). Trolleys ran through Weymouth until the last line stopped in 1929. Even more important to the district,
the South Shore Railroad opened a depot (razed) at the junction of North, Green, and Church streets in 1875, named either
"North Weymouth Station" (Sherman 1876) or "Weymouth Heights Station" (Whiting 1907). With the term "North
Weymouth" increasingly being applied to another area further to the north, between the bridges to Quincy and Hingham,
this neighborhood gradually became known as "Weymouth Heights." And with the political and religious centrality ofthe
First Church stripped away by subsequent changes, the district became best known at this time for its railroad station.
Shown abandoned and decrepit in a 1966 photograph and subsequently demolished, the Weymouth Heights Railroad
Depot (ca. 1876) was atwo-story hillside depot building, but now is simply a site. In 1871, the line was extended as far
as South Duxbury with the opening of the Duxbury & Cohasset Railroad. In 1877, the Old Colony Railroad bought out
the South Shore Railroad; it widened the railbed to accommodate a second track in 1886. Around 1890, the New York,
New Haven, & Hartford (N.Y.N.H.& H) Railroad took control of the Old Colony railroad. Ridership peaked around 1900
when four trains daily ran between Boston and South Duxbury (McGinley Hart & Associates 1989; Kevitt 1981: 66-70;
Sherman 1876; Bigelow 1880; Johnson 2000). Although no trace of the Weymouth Heights depot remains today, it was
the center point of the Meeting House neighborhood for eighty years.

Residential development in the district continued during this time, so that almost all of the houses present today appeared
on the 1876 map (Sherman) and the 1880 bird's eye view (Bigelow). Two houses, in particular, appear on these maps on
sites which appear unbuilt on the 1853 map (Walling). North of the railroad roadbed and west of North Street is the
Humphrey House (MHC# 1086, ca. 1876, Photograph #6), 537 North Street. A Humphrey house appears on the same
lot, closer to North Street, on the 1830 (Humphrey & Torrey) map; this may have been the old Whitman house once
occupied by Dr. Cotton Tufts and sold to the Humphreys by Susan Tufts (Nash 1923: 913-914). Unfil well into the 20*
century, the lot was much larger and included several barns and smaller outbuildings (razed) just to the west of the house
and large open fields to the north, open all the way to the salt marshes on the edge of Mill Cove. This rambling house has
a 2'/2-story, five-bay. Colonial Revival symmetrical front elevation, which faces southeast. Since 1880, a full-width single-
story front porch has been removed, and a large two-story, cross-gabled rear ell added (Bigelow 1880).

At about the same time the last and largest of the current houses was built around the Weymouth Common, the James M.
Taylor House (MHC# 1081, ca. 1876, Photograph #12), 24 Church Street. Visible in the 1880 Bird's Eye View map of
Weymouth, this large, three-story, three-bay house faces northwest, formally aligned with the common and Church Street.
The side-gabled house form, with a slightly smaller but still prominent centered gable, would seem to indicate an
Italianate stylistic approach. Other Italianate details include the overhanging end gables and gable end retums, which
frame the slightly protruding third-floor triple window bay. The house is set on arise, separated from the Common below
by athick, four-foot-high uncoursed stone retaining wall of drylaid rubble stone, with some recent concrete patching.
This stone retaining wall provides both a backdrop for the common and a podium for displaying the house atop it; it was
probably built in the 1920s when the level of Church Street and the Weymouth Common was lowered. A carriage house
originally stood southwest of the house.

(continued)
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The commemordive impulses that hed led to the erection of the Soldiers Monument directly after the Civil War
continued during this time atop the highest hill in the Old North Cemetery. A heightened increesein local history ad
genedogy, Jourred by the nationdl centennid of 1876 and coupled with the ege of the gravesin the cametary, led to the
publication of severd family hisories—especidly among the Bickndls and the Pratts—which traced families beck to
ealy mambas buried in Old North Cametery (The Bicknedlls and the Family Reunion 1880; Prait 1890). The Bickndll
Family Assodiation formed in Bogton in 1879, organized sevard large reunions and obsarvances and published a leedt
two commemorative volumes of family history. In 1880, for example, the assodiation promised aday of pilgrimages
throughout Weymouth, beginning with the suppossd Ste of Zachary Bicknell's 1636 house, and then commendng "to
'King Ok Hill' where afi neland and saa view can be obtained; and to the ANCIENT CHURCH AND CEMETERY,
where the first BICKNELL S worshipped and were buried; and to other points of interes mede deer to the hearts of
RIGHT LOYAL DESCENDANTS' (The Bickndls and the Family Reunion 1880: 15). Whenthe day drew near, eech of
the family mambars presant (340 people from 10 gates) journeyed to the Methodist Episcopad Church in Eagt Weymouth,
doned asilk bedge, and st patiently through along dedicatory service: The Bogon Advertiser sant areporter, who
dutifully commented on the Bicknell-themed goesches hymn, and poam al especidly compossd for the day, and wryly
noted of the historian's report that "his record involved much patient reseerch and care in arangemant, abeit when
finished it sounded, as ane of hisauditors remarked, like one of the chaptersof the Bible that are composed manly of a
siesof 'begat sandwiches™" ("The Bicknells' 1830). Apparently their trip to the Old North Camngery ssamed
incomplete, Snce no gravestone remained for Zachariah Bicknell. Two years later, in 1882 the assodaion dedicated the
Bickndl Monument, an deven-foot tal, five-ton, square Sgaped marble monument (three beses adie, ad cgp) topped
by aflutedum ("The Bickndl Family Association,” 1913). It commemoraes the Bicknell family ancestors, espedidly
Zachariah, whose otherwise unmarked buriad herein 1636 wes the first recorded in the cametery.

Other memoarid additions to the digtrict datefrom thistime period, and are concantrated dong the North Strest corridor.
In 1898, four Navy Cannonswere st about the Soldiers Monument on the same hilltop as the Bickndl Monument. In
1909, Bogon businessman and Weymouth native Laban Pratt donaed the Laban Pratt Lion Fountain (MHC# 900,
1909), agranite fountain Sx feet tall and Six feet wide, with abowl in the front and apedestd drinking fountain in the
rear. It isnow afoca point of the subsequent Abigail Adams Park. Pratt bought acemetery lot for hisfamily nat far from
North Strest and mede anumber of beguedts to the town. Heformdized the cemetery's public entry off North Stregt by
contracting for the congruction of the Pratt Entry Gatesand Retaining Wall (1916) and donating them to the cametery.
This long gone-block wall indudes two formd entry gatesinto the cametary a the eagtan ends of the lanes The southem
gate hes eight-foot-high sone gate piers and sgparate vehicle and pededtrian entries, fitted with swinging oike-topped

iron gates (s Photogrgph #1). The northern gate d o features double swinging iron gates & its Sngle vehicular lane
These northern gates atach to six-foot-high square operwark iron pogts, which in turn atach by iron pands to the gone
wall. The donedrest wall here gepsinto the cemelery sevard fest, by quarter-circle gonewadls betwean done piers. The
northern quarter circle, nat far from the Laban Pratt family tomb, isfitted with astone shelf bench. An early composite
view of the digtrict, Sted from the Soldiers Monument, amagamates historical and modam items, showing Old North
Caretay with the Laben Prait Retaining Wal and the Navy Cannons while on North Street below, dectric trolleys vie
with early automobiles for control of the roadway (Cook 1918 294).

The Old North Cametary pessed from church ownership to the private North Weymouth Cametery Assodiaion in 1865
("Hisgtory" 2008). Now that Norton Stret hed become athrough sredt, it provided a sscondary entry to the westamn part
ofthe cemaery without the Segp drives. The Camaley Assodiation built anew receiving tomb (MHC #1085, 1910) to
had itswinter burids. Thiswindowless building, with agabled roof isabout the Sze and shgpe of a snglecar garage
The front ofthe building hes adoorway dightly wider then ahouse door to accommodae caskets The building is faced

(continued)
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on al four ddeswith Weymouth seam-faced granite, blocks of which decoratively define the gable pediments on eech
end. Light-colored blocks form quoins on either Sde of the door and aflat arch cgps the door, with a keysone/datedlock
agraved "1910." The granite likely camefrom one of the quarries dong Washington Street on the Weymouth ad
Hingham town line, where it wes quarried beginning in the 1830s (Clark 1923: 144).

Maoden Period (1917-1960)

The Modern period sawv more subgtantia changes in Weymouth, s the town deveoped into adensdy settled suburb, even
in Weymouth Heights "The corridors of Norton, North and Grean Stregts betwean the burgeoning beach village of North
Weymouth and the villages connected by Commercid Street increesad in dendty” (Johnson 2000: 26). Weymouth's
populafion increesad from 14,000 in 1915 to 48,000 in 1960.

During the period there were grest changesiin trangportation, as forms of shered mess trandt dedined and eventudly
edad in Weymouth, with the lagt dreet railway trolley leavingin 1929 and the last commuter rail train of the 20¢ century
gopping a a Weymouth gation in 1959. Both gaveway to the rise of the automobile. The sregtsof the digtrict were
widened and paved. Even the former South Shore (now N.Y.N.H.& H.) Railroad hed to meke accommodeations to the
automobile, building anew bridge (MHC# 912, 1923; razed and replaced 2007) to carry the rail lines over busy North
Street. This 1923 bridge replaced an earlier bridge a the same ste, shown on the 1904 Sanbom megp (McGinley Hart &
Asodaes 1939). Mot likely the Street wies widened & that time, leading to the congtruction of a Stone Retaining Wall
(ca 19205 Phatogrgoh #7), of uncoursed rough-cut amoath-faced sone, which extends dongside North Stregt from the
bridge abutment beese pedt the housss a 555 North Street and 3 Church Strest to the corner of North and Church dredts

The only residence added to the digtrict during this period wes the Francis & Josgphine Boutilier House & 555 North
Street (MHC# 1087, ca 1928, Photogrgph #7), atwo-gory Dutch Colonia Reviva housewith asde-gambrd roof and
full shed dormer on the front. Dutch Colonid Reviva wes acommon styligtic choice in Weymouth between the two
World Wars (Johnson 2000:28). The housefaces south on alot subdivided from the rear of 3 Church Street, accessble
from North Strest—which it fronts & an angle—only by three concrete Sgps st into the retaining wal and an arcing
walk. Automobile aooess to the property isthrough the driveway of 3 Church Stret; this driveway endsin a freestanding
gambrel garage (ca. 1960).

With the cdebration of the Weymouth Tercentenary in 1923 and the publication of a four-volume history of the town,
interest continued to build in Abigail Smith Adams and her connections with the district. The intersection of Church,
North, and Green dregtswas designated Adams Sguare (History of Weymouth 1923: 300). A Weymouth Tercentenary
plague wes affixed to the 1838 Parsonege, under the ground-floor window in the second bay, identifying the Ste as her
birthplace. In 1931, anaw schod building went up next the Weymouth Common, just to the west of the Frst Church (and
just outside the digtrict), named the Abigail Adams Schod (Howard B.S. Prescott, architect; razed). The locd newsogper
hailed the schod s "the sole memoria which hes been erected in Massadhusattsto Abigail Adams' ("New Schodl
Building aMemorid to Adams Family" 1932).

The birthplace €l hed bean recognized as an higtoric building s early s 1898, when the Abigail Smith Chapter of the
Daughters of the American Revolution hdd itsinaugurd meeting, March 8, 1898, a& which the Hon. Charles Frands
Adams gpoke ("Brief Higtory of the Firgt Church in Weymouth" 1912 17). Charles Frands Adams . (1835-1915) wes
the grandson of President John Quincy Adams abrigadier-generd in the Civil War, and president of the Union Pecific
Railroad. Hewrote about, and gooke in Weymouth on severd occasons: The WPA Guidebook cited the Abigail Adams
Birthplace—then a private house—as one of a dozen places worth visiting in Weymouth™" ("Weymouth, Aggregete of
Villages' 1937). In 1941, the Higtoric American Building Survey (HABS) phatographer dso visited and phatogrgphed the
birthplace @l on Bridge Sireet.

(continued)
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Thiswave of interest culminated in the relocation and restoration of the 1685 parsonage, on aste ahaf block from where
it wasfirst built, as the Abigail Adams Birthplace (MHC# 324, Photogrgph #3), 180 Norton Street. Directly south of
the westem section of the Old North Cametary, inthe V" formed by the junction of North Strest and Norton Stredt, this
Ste was otherwise unusad town land resulting from the condruction of Norton Strest es athrough Street.

Over the next two decades, incremental work continued on the new birthplace commemordive Ste, beginning witha
doneretainingwall & the bese of the gegp dope that sgparates mod of the lot from North Strest. A Colonia Revival
garden wes inddled, with informal plantings dong the reer of the lot, amillstone s into the ground, aforma garden
with asundid and geometric gravd peathsto the southeest of the building, and aflagpol etoward Norton Stret. Initialy
mambasof the assodaion s up afundraising shop in the besement of the Weymouth Heights Depat to sdll antiques
The shop eventudly wes rdlocated to the downdairs rooms of the houseitself In 1959 they completed asingle-gory,
ddegabled visitor shop, aboard-and-betten sded building with aamdl leanto reer shed, as their seesond shop.

The 1947 move, the building restoration, and the redesign of the grounds were amultiyear collaborative work of severd
designersand craftamen: noted restoration architect and author Frank Chouteau Brown, murdist and architect Carroll Bill,
atig ad landscgpe architect Theron |. Cain, restoration carpenter Charles Pessdes, and restoration meson Fank
Oshome As regtored, the Abigail Adams Birthplace cottege isatwo-gory, gambrd-roofed, timber-framed, plank-walled
building with asdtbox addition to the northern 4/5 of its rear eevation. When rdocated, it wes st on apoured conarete
foundation, with camat block besamet wallstopped with agranite gonewdl above (where visible on the exterior). The
floor plan of the main block consgs of two rooms per floor (as typica of the center-chimney, hdl and parlor layout) with
awinder daircage tucked batwean the front entry and chimney stack. The sdtbox addition hes alarge centrd kitchen with
cooking hearth, the 9de rooms opening off it functioning as retroom (north) and bedroom/vettibule (south). The
downdairs front rooms have panded fireplacewdlls, with the regt of the wall wainscoted bdow and plagered above The
calings were plagered as well, with only the edges of the pogtsand girtsvisible. The sdtbox kitchen hes unpanted pine
pandling. The northern chamber (interpreted as Abigail Smith's room) hes asmple bolecfion mantd st into the plagtered
wall, with commemorative bricks in the hearth donated by sevard then-surviving Frst Ladies Edith Wilson, Grece
Codlidge, Heenor Roosavdt, and Bess Truman. Higtorically, the restoration is important as aculminating momet of the
Colonid Revivd-influenced, early 20*-century practice of restoration. This practice took houses with acomplex higory
and regtored them to an important point in their eerly history, in this cage the house during Abigail Smith's childhood.

The FHrgt Church in Weymouth conducted amagjor expandgon in 1953-1955, demoalishing the former chapd andits
annexes moving the church, and building an entirdly new foundation, and adding alarge bd ow-grade gymnesumvhall
(Paterson 2007). The work was oversean by the Bogton architecturd firm of Callens, Willis and Beckonat (Building

Ingpection Cards).

Recent Higorv (Since 1960)
In the haf-century since the period of significance, dnanges within the digtrict have bean rdatively minor, modtly
affecting outbuildings. In generd, seveard of the mgor buildings have bean sheethed in synthefic sding and fitted with
combination soreens An atached bam was removed in 2002 from the Dr. L. Fuller House (11 Church Strest), ad
cariage houses were removed from behind two of the houses around Weymouth Common: the W.O. Neeh Houe & 3
Church &. ad the JamesM. Taylor House a 24 Church Street (both till good in 1948, according to the lagt Sanbom
mep ofthedidtrict). A new garage replaced two smdler outbuildings next to the Capt. Stephen Bickndl House (476 Green
Stret). Two sheds were raised next to the JamesM. Taylor House (24 Church Strest) and another near the Humphrey
House (537 North Street). Additionally, a cormner of the Humphrey House ot a the intersection of North Sreet ad
Abigail Adams Lane was s0ld and the only new housein the ditrict built upon thet lot: the Stgphen Souillante House &
533 North Sret (1987), amoden two-gory raised ranch house

(continued)
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The Old North Cametery hes expanded to the northwest, in atriangle of land on the eest Sde of Norton Strest once owned
by the Town of Weymouth ("Work Startson Terraces" 1967). The town usad the degpodits of sand and grave on the dte
for roedway work, and then sold the flat land to the Cametery Association. On part of this land the assodiaion built the
Prat-Rogars Memoarid Chapd (ca 1966), 126 Norton Street (at its intersection with Colonid Road). This snglegtory,
dde-gabled brick building, st on apoured concrete foundation, isfaced in Weymouth seemface granite, likethe
recaiving tomb. It hes aground-floor chepd and abasement-levd garage and office. Modded after alarger dhgpd &
BEvergreen Camday in Kingston, Massachusetts and built by Ambroda Buildersof Quincy, the chapd wes peid for by
beuests from Laban Pratt and Clara Rogas The Old North Cametery continues to sdll latsfor burids, dthough modly in
the newer aress west of North Street, around the northern perimeter of the cemetery.

Faw changes have occurred a the Abigail Adams Birthplace (MHC# 324, Photogragph #3), 180 Norton Stret, with the
exception of the addition of amdl later commemoraive dements a Bicentennid time cgpaule (1976) and, dose to Norton
Stret, acity-issued historical marker (1966). A smilar historica marker wees placed & the Firgt Church thet same year.

In 1978, the Town of Weymouth's Consarvation Commisson corverted alarge svampy empty lot into the Abigail

Adams Gremn (MHCH# 924). Thisrectangular town park is onthe east Sde of North Siret, between Eadt Srest and the
South Shore Railroad roadbed, and wes designed by Howard & Whitmen ("Village Green Dedicated,” 1978). Itisaross a
busy traffic cirdlefrom the Abigail Adams Birthplace.

At the ed of the period of significance, the former South Shore Railroad Railbed (1849) wernt into along period of
decay and dormancy, as pessanger sarvice dong the lineweas dropped in 1959, The Weymouth Heights Railroad Depat
wes ebendoned and, some time after 1966 when an enthusiagt took a photograph of its ruined date, demalished. In the
first decade of the 21" century, the rail linewas reectivated for commuter rail. Aspart of this reactivation, new bridges
were indaled over North and Green dregtsand the railbed newly graded and fenced. Pat of the origind dark gone
abutment of the North Streat bridge wes presarved s the beege of the abutment to the new bridge. The rebuilding of the
railbed and bridge presarved the done retaining wall (ca 19205 Phatogrgph #7) of uncoursad rough-cut, anooth-faced
done that extends dongside North Street from the bridge abutment bese to the comer of North and Church dredts At the
northwest comer of the Site, dongside the tracks directly south of the James Humphrey House a 537 North Stredt, an
dectrical shed (ca 2007) wes ingaled. Beginning in October of 2007, commuter rail trains (the MBTA's Greanbush
Line) once again were running dong the tracks through the center of the district, dthough they do not sop a Weymouth
Heights

Subgantive dhanges around the Weymouth Comimon since the period of significance have bean few. Onthe lot directly
adjecant to the First Church (but just beyond the digtrict as drawn), the Abigail Adams Schod (with arear addition from
1949) was tom down recently and afive-buildingcondominium complex erected on its Ste. However, adifferent fate
befdl the John Adams Schodl (1854), thought to be the oldest surviving schodl building in Weymouth and shuttered in
1979 ("Former Weymouth Schoolhouse Named to National Regiger” 1986). In 1967, it wes oparated aspart of the
Abigail Adams Schod aorossthe common, but an "educationd consultant” sniffed that the school was "charming but
obsolee' ad "more of interest to the Sodety for the Presarvation of New England Antiquities then to parantsor teechars
seking amodan educationd program™ (John E. Marshdl, "Schoal Building Nesds in Weymouth, Massechusetts' 1967).
Camdla LoPredi bought the building in 1984 and hired conaultants to nominate it individualy to the Nationd Regigter
of Higtoric Flaces which occurred in 1986. Converted into aday care canter, it charms children and parents dike with its
modem educationd program. The adgptation of the building wes very consarvative, presarving many higtoric dements of
the building's architecture, on the interior as well as the exterior.

(continued)
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In contradt to the rlatively minor 20*-century changes within the Weymouth Mesting House higtoric didtrict, dhanges
outsde the district have bean quite significant, a devdlopment pattern consisting primarily of 20*-century, medium-to-
high-dengity suburben infill and amdl-scade commercid gtrips. The topographicd barriers (particularly hills and wetlands)
surrounding the neighborhood presented anaturd limit on other types of devedopment. The available 20*-cantury Sanbom
and Town Assessors mgps show the wider petterns of neighborhood development. 1n 1907-1908, for example, the eestemn
dde of Norton Stregt isadmogt entirdly undeveloped. The cul-de-sacs of Colonid Roed and Laudervae Roed warein
place by 1938, but only the former was developed. Abigail Adams Circle and John Quincy Lanewere nat laid out until
after the rdocation of the Abigail Adams Birthplace in 1947. North of Old North Cemetery, Bleskney Drive and much of
the devdopment dong Beds Strest came after 1907-1908, while Saning Roed wies nat plotted until after 1938,
Immediatdy north of the Old Burying Ground there was no development, even dong North Street, before 1938, Colasarti
Roed and Altrura Roed were platted sometime between 1938 and 1948. Modt of the lots north of Eadt Stret did not begin
to fill in until betwean 1938 and 1948. While some scattered commercid devdopment took place dong North Streat south
of Church and Green dredts the older buildings dl gopear to have bean supplanted by later buildings. Particularly
sgnificant wes the replacement of the former sore on North Streat just south of Church Street and the Weymouth
Common—a 2/2-gary Victorian housewith asingle-gtory generd gtore block added over the front yard—displaced by a
grip mal anchored by a7-11 store. And dong Church Strest, southeest of Weymouth Common, the few older houses
were surounded by numerous later arrivals.

CRITERION B: ASSOCIATION WITH THE LIFE OF ABIGAIL SMITH ADAMS AND THOMASA. WATSON

Under Criterion B, the district is Significant for its numerous connections with the birth and childhood of Abigail

(Smith) Adams (1744-1818), whose husband John Adams and son John Quincy Adams became, respecfively, the second
and sxth presdents of the United States. Reoat generd biogrephies are Abigail Adams: A Biography (\987) by Phyllis
Lee Levin, The Adams Woman: Abigail and LouisaAdams (1999) by Paul C. Nagd, and Dearest Friend: A Lifeof Abigail
Adams (2002) by Lynne Withey. The most recent of the many compilations of the extraordinary letters John and Abigail
wrote to eech other during their long separdions is My Dearest Friend: Letters of Abigail and John Adams (2007) edited
by Margaret A. Hogen and C. James Taylor. Snce literally hundreds of books have been written about John and Abigail
Adams, and dozens about Abigail done, thisdiscusson will limit itsalf to Abigail's connections with thisdidtrict in
Weymouth.

Abigail's father, the Rev. William Smith (1707-1783), sarved as miniger of First Church in Weymouth from his
ordination there in 1734 until hisdesth. Born in Charlestown, Massschusdits, to William and Abigail (Fowle) Smith, in
1725 William greduated from Harvard College, s hisfather and grandfather hed before him. In 1738, the Rev. Smith
bought the old parsonege a the southern beee of the Old Burying Ground—hbuilt in 1685 by the Rev. Samud Torrey—
from John Whitmarsh (who hed purchesed it from the Torrey family). In addition to the smdl house the one-acre
propaty hed abarn, blackamith shop, shegpfold, and piggery. The Rev. Smith sold pigs and shegp to supplemant his
ministry income. Shortly after he bought it, the Rev. Smith expanded the house with anew wing much larger then the
origina.

In 1740, the Rev. Smith married Elizabeth Quincy (1721-1775). She wes the daughter of Col. John and Elizabeth (Norton)
Quincy of Wdllagton (a heighborhood in today's city of Quincy). Col. Quincy sarved as Speeker of the Massaechusdts
Assmbly for 40 years. William and Elizabeth Smith lived in the parsonege the rest of their lives, raisng afamily of four
children there, with the hdp of sarvants and two daves Of the other three Smith children, Mary (1741-1811) married

(continued)
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Richard Cranch, a Siate Senator and judge; they lived in Quincy. William (1746-1787) married Martha White (V) and
Catherine SAmon. Elizabeth (1750-1815) married the Rev. John Shaw of Haverhill (1") and the Rev. S PResbody.

Abigail Smith was bom in the parsonege and baptized a First Church on November 18, 1744. Her parents schodled her in
the parsonage her generdly frail hedth as achild kept her from attending school. She reed from her father's and matemd
grandfather's extendve libraries. According to the webgte of the Unitarian Universalist Church, the Rev. Smith "wasan
Arminian. He did not preach the doctrines of predestinetion, original sin, or the full divinity of Chrigt. Rather, he
emphegzed the importance of reeson and mordity in religiouslife” ("Abigail Adams' 2008). Abigail wes recaived into
the membaship of Frst Church on June 24, 179 ("Higtorical Sketch of the First Church in Weymouth™ 1863: 87).

Abigail Smith mag John Adams, alawyer nine yearsolder then her, in 1759, & her 9 Mary'swedding. Apparently the
Rev. Smith was skepticd of the progpects of John Adams The oft-repeated gory of their courtship indicates that Smith
did not dlow Adamsto put his horsein his barn when he came to call, but rather forced him totieit to the front fence
John Adams and Abigail Smith were married (ether in the parsonege or First Church) on October 25, 1764 ("Brief
Higtory of the FHrst Church in Weymouth" 1912: 11). After that date, Abigail visted Weymouth but lived dsewhere Se
certainly vidted the graves of her family. In addition to Abigail's parents John and Abigail Adams third child, daughter
Ssaa (1768-1770), wes buried in Old North Cemetery—nat far from the Smiths ("Birthplace of Abigall Smith
Adams").

The neighborhood hes increesingly atracted commemoration for its connections with the birth and childhood of Abigail
Adams, the mod important being the reocation and restoration of the first parsonegedl as the Abigail Adams Birthplace
(1947). Ore of the mod recent commemorations took place on October 25, 2007. The Abigail Adams Higtoricd Sodiety,
Firg Church in Weymouth, and the Adams Nationa Higtoric Park together daged are-cregtion of the marriage of John
Adams and Abigail Smith, with Abigail Elias, alined descendant, portraying Abigail Smith. The couple travded from the
Abigail Adams Birthplace cottage to the Firgt Church in Weymouth to the John Quincy Adams Birthplacein Quincy.

The digrict isads0 sgnificant as the final resting place of Thomas Augustus Watson (1854-1934), famed asthe
laboratory assdant to Alexander Graham Bell during the discovery of the tdgphone in 1876. Watson's grave is aop the
highest hill in the western Iot of the North Weymouth Cemetery. From this hilltop, you can see the far berk of the
Weymouth Fore River, where Wetson founded and built the Fore River Shipyards.

Born in Sdem, Massechusatts, Watson was 22 when he heard Béll call to him through the tdephone: "Mr. Watson, Come
herd | want you." Watson left Bell Tdephone in 1831 and two years later founded the Fore River Ship and Engine
Building Compery in Braintree. The company later moved north dong the Fore River to Quincy. Under the ownership of
Bethlehem Sted Compary, it became one of the mogt important shipyards for submarines and battleships during the
Ssoond World War. Later purchesaed by Generd Dynamics, the Fore River Shipyard dosed in 1936. In 1915, Bel ad
Watson reunited briefly for the first transcontinental tephone call; Bell placed the call in New York City and Watson
recaved itin Sen Frandisco. Watson lived in Braintree, but he gopears to have hed no other connection with Weymouth,
goat from hisfinal regting place

CRITERION C: SIGNIFICANT ARTISTIC AND ARCHITECTURAL RESOURCES

Under Criterion C, the digtrict contains intact landscgpes and buildings from the 17+, 18*, 19%, and 20* centuries, ad
exhibits en aray of architecturd and landscgpe types and yles. The house Syles represented indude two Cape Cad

(continued)
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houses alae Fedad parsonage, and sevard examples of Gresk Reviva, including houses achurch, and aschod (the
latter gporting Itdianate details and apair of outsized Gothic foil windows). Later syles represanted indude mandonsin
Itdianate and Ssoond Empire styles, and sevard Colonid Revivad houses Of the numearous mekersidentified in
connection with thisdigtrict, severd craftamen and ane collaborative project will be discussad here Given their ege
number, and exceptiond craftamanship, the gravesonesin Old North Cemetlery mug be acknowledged as one ofthe
atidic treeauresof the digtrict, including severd carved by membars of the Pratt Family. Animportant but little-discussed
achitecturd demeant isthe church bell, such as the one cadt by Henry N. Hooper & Co. for the First Church in
Weymouth. Findly, the Coloniad Revivd restoration of the Abigail Adams Birthplaceis an important collaborative
effort—the lag known project planned by the important scholar and retoration architect Frank Chouteau Brown, carried
out after his degth by locd enthudads ad professonds faithfully following his plans

Pratt Family of Stonecutters

Dexaite their antiquity and the qudlity of their carving, the onesin the Old North Cametary gopear to be little Sudied.
Zachary Bickndl (1590-1636) weas the first buria recorded for the Ste, while the dldest gonewhose dateisdtill
discemible isthat of John Tay (1678). Snce North Weymouth hed outcrops of black, gray, and red datevisble & the
aufece (Clark 1923 134), it islikely the doneswere quarried there and most carved by locd artisans. However, the
dandard texts on early gravestones concentrate, for the most part, on Baston or Plymouth County examples (Benes 1977,
Blachowicz 2006; Forbes 1927). Expart evauaion of these donesis necessary.

Ore important group of gonesa North Weymouth hes been dudied and identified. Peter Banes noted, in passng, the
cave of & leest one of the gonesin Old North Cemetery: Robat Prait. According to Benes Pratt carved the portrait fece
on the gravestone of Abiah Whitman (1690-1770) in Old North Cametary (Benes 1977: 145, 206).

Lt. Nathanid Pratt and his grandsons mede donesin sevard yles, each eadily recognized by ther digtinctive
"Pretf' faces. Ther early markers (1758-1775) were dark red in color and messvein Sze—someae saven o
eight feet in height and are estimated to weigh over 800 pounds These portrait gones mede by Lt. Pratt arefound
principaly in Abington, es well as in Braintree and Weymouth, where he hed numerous rdatives. Later Prat
family goneswere somenhat amdler and were decorated with stereotyped faces and angels faces which derived
syligticaly fromthe portraits. . . . [Thesg are digtributed in large numbers in burying grounds throughout the
northem part of [Plymouth] county, centra Massachusatts, and ahandful of townsin Maine. (Benes 1977: 143

Benes destription of the typica early Pratt gone seams to exactly mach the overszed donesof the Rev. William (1783)
ad Hizabeth Smith (1775), parentsof Abigail Adams, a the bese of Watch House Hill in the Old North Cametary, not
fa fromthar parsonege A gravestone expat should meke afina determination. Interestingly, Benes Sates thet the
sourceof the red date used by the Pratt carvers is unknown, and speculates thet it might have come dl the way from
Wrentham (Benes 1977: 242 16n). He wes gpparently unaware of the surface outcroppings of "reddish or purplish
cdcaeous dae’ formerly found in northern Weymouth "around the shores of [Mill] cove, and extend[ing] esstward
dong Peal Sret to apoint afew hundred feet beyond North Street.”” These outcrops were few in extent, and were
dreedy rapidly disgppearing early in the 20* century, when the neighborhood was "becoming <0 thickly settled thet even
now meny ofthe outcrops ae being obscured, and in afew years more mod of them will be covered with buildings'
(Clarke 1923: 131-33). Nathanid Pratt likely would have bean familiar with that reddish date from his home town.

Benes nates that dthough hislife wes rdatively brief Robert Pratt (1753-1791) and his brather Noah, X., were quite
prolific cavers

(continued)
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More commercid and productive than their grandfather, Robert and Noah engraved the severd hundred gern,
garing faces which are found on grave gones throughout Norfolk and northern Flymouth counties, and which ae
concentrated in and around the town of Hanover where Robart Pratt moved after 1780. Possessing adidinct ad
witty individudity of their own, these faces neverthdess vary little from sone to sone The usud wig or dose-
fitting bonnet identified aman or awoman; somefimes faces were illustrated in profile. (Benes 1977: 144-145)

Beaesillugrates the portrait face in profile by reproducing the drawing from the gravestone of Abiah Whitman (1690
1770) in Old North Cemetery. Robert's brother, Noah Pratt, J. (1758-1825), moved to Brunswick, Maine, in about 1781
and worked as agone carver there. Noah Jr.'s son, Cyrus Pratt (1783-1846), returned to Hanover, Massachusatts where
he continued the family trade (Blachowicz 2006: 79-81; Tucker 1997).

Building on Benes work, Ralph L. Tucker ligts nine additional gonesin the Old North Cemeery by Robert Prat ad his
father, Noeh Pratt, S, of whom Benesweas unaware (Tucker 1997). Noeh Pratt, S, carved gonesfor Haneh Pratt who
died in 1760, David Rice (1767), Elizabeth Wateman (1768), and Mary Bicknell (1780). Robat Pratt carved dones for
Jares Bickndl (1768), Abner Prait (1776), and three Bicknells who died in 1778: Ebenezer, Siephen, and Zachaiah.
According to Tucker, the Pratt gravestones weare an important advancein the art of gravestone portraiture:

Gravestones displaying portraits are rare in pre-revolutionary period in New England. The earlies type of
decorated gravestone gengrdly featured winged skulls; later, these gave way to winged faces (or cherubs), which
were nat redly portraits. To find asignificant number of redigtically rendered full humenfigures,hdffigures,or
even heeds without wings, ane generdly hes to look in the pogt-revolutionary period. It was only then that there
wes anaticegble shift from winged skulls and/or faces to other Syles. Exceptions to this generd pettern are found
on Bogon's south shorein the work of John New and the Prait family, who are among thefirst to use redlitic
faces andfigures.(Tucker 1997)

Even though Tucker ligts nearly 200 gonesby the Prat Family in Massschusetts, Maine, and Rhode Idand, the
concentration of these gonesin the Old North Cemaiery in Weymouth is important.

According to Tucker, the Praits learned stonecutting from John New. While Neathanid Prait, Nosh Pratt, S, and Robart
Prat are dl recorded as being paid for gravestones, Nathanid gopears to have bean acting asfinancial agat for New or
his son, Noeh Pratt, S. Lieutenant Nathanid Pratt (1702-1779) wes anative of Weymouth (History of Weymauth 1923
4510; Prat, J. 1890). The family moved to Abington, where Noeh Pratt, S. (1731-1781), gpprenticed to John New.
Noah's sons Robat, Noah, ., and Sah dl leamed the trade as well.

Henry N. Hooper & Co.
The bell in the belfry of the First Church in Weymouth hes thisraised cat Iettering: "Henry N. Hooper & Co., Bogton
Mass 1857." Henry Northey Hooper (1799-1865) begen work as the agent for Baston Copper Co., oparated by partners
William Blake, Pau Revearelll, and John W. Sullivan, from 1823 to 1830. Hoaoper, Blake, and Thomas Richardson
formed the suooessar firm to Bogton Copper: Henry N. Hooper & Co., which began in Bogon in 1830 and operated until
1869, In addition to many individua bells. Hooper & Co. produced chimes for anumber of prominent New England
carillons, including Chrigt Church (Episcopd) in Cambridge (1860), Arlington Stregt Church in Bogton (1860), Grece
Church (Episcopd) in Providence (1861), ad Frgt (Parish) Church in Charlestown, Massadhuseits (1868). Hoopar dso
mecke Civil War cannons chanddiers, lighthouse equipment, and Satues including the first (1847) Nathanid Bowditch
datue a Mount Auburn Cemetery in Cambridge, important s the first life-size bronzefiguredatue cedt in the United
Sates (“Index to Carillons and Chimes by Hooper/Blake," 2008). After Hooper's deeth, William Blake and William S
Blake ran the sucoessor foundry, William Blake & Co., from 1889 to 1890.

(continued)



NPS Form 10-900 OMB Approval No. 1024-0018
(Rev. 1090

United States Department of the Interior
National Park Service

National Register of Historic Places

Continuation Shest Weymouth Mesting House HD
Weymouth (Norfolk), MA
Section number 8 Page 20

Henry N. Hooper & Co. cedt bells for uses acrass North Americac Finewood Lutheran Church in Burlington, MA (1846);
Courthouse’Town Hall, Flymouth, NH (1849); . Josgph's Cathalic Church, Marysville, CA (1851); Morhegen Musaeum,
Monhegen, ME (1855); Sandy Cove Methodist Church, Digby, Nova Sootia (1863); and Orford Congregafiond Church,
Orford, NH (1863). The MHC datebase MACRIS, ligsa leegt 9 commissons for Henry N. Hooper in Massechusdtts the
Gregk Orthodox Church in Arlington (1841; MHC #606); Soldiers Monument in Concord (1866; MHC #961); two Hery
N. Hooper field gunsin Holbrook Squere, Holbrook (1861; MHC #909-910); North Reeding Third Medfinghouse (MHC
#1); Hrgt Congregational Church of Royason (1851; MHC #23); Filgrim Evangdicd Church in Southborough (MHC
#31); Tyngsborough Evangdica Congregationd Church (1868; MHC #8); and First Congregetional Church in Wobum
(1860; MHC #20).

The Resoration ofthe Abigail Adams Birthplace

The 1947 regtoration of the Abigail Adams Birthplacewas a multi-year collaborative work by severd desgners ad
craftamen: noted restoration architect and author Frank Choutesu Brown, murdist and architect Carroll Bill, artist and
landscape architect Theron |. Cain, and four craftamen exparienced in restoration work: contractor James Gordon, mesons
Frank Osbome and Charles White, and carpenter Charles Pessdea Although the two moves and complicated higtory of
the building mekeit difficult to asolutdy prove itsage and origind form, the Abigail Adams Birthplace is undoubtedly
important as aretoration of aFrg Period sructure planned by Frank Chouteau Brown and carried out by a group of
desgnes ad araftamen passonatdy interested in honoring his principles in achieving their godls.

Thetraditional gory of the Abigail Adams birthplace can be summaized briefly, bessd on town and parish higoriesad
the extengvefilesof the Abigail Adams Historicd Society, Inc. In 1635, this gambrd-roofed Cape Cod house wes built
for the Rev. Samud Torrey on land to the south of the Old Burying Ground (a what isnow 8 Eadgt Stret in the current
digtrict). It was commonly known as "the Mangion.” In 1737-1738 the Rev. Smith purchesad the mangon from the parish
and expanded it by adding alarger houseonto it, likely before 1740, when he married. In 1826, the First Church in
Weymouth purchesed the ot back, and in 1838 it pulled down the Rev. Smith's large addition. Under the direction of a
parish building committee that included housaewright Elnethen Bates astylish large new parsonege arose, using same of
the lumber salvaged from the old parsonege. The commiittee, who aso hed to raise the money to pey for the new
parsonage sold the origind el (built by the Rev. Samud Torrey in 1685, and containing the upgtairs room where Abigail
Adams was bom in 1744) to Nathanid Ford. Ford hed it dragged by oxen amile north to his farm on Bridge Srest in
North Weymouth. For the next century the building, with arear addition, housed workers on the farm. In 1943 the U.S.
Govenment Housing Agency bought the farm to redevelop as housing (the Wessagussatt Federd Housing Project) ad
degred dl the farm buildings except the Adams Birthplace. In 1947, Weymouth residents formed an assodation to save
the house, purchessd alot & the intersection of North and Norton Strets from the Town, and moved the Birthplace €l
beck doseto its 1685-1833 |ocation, where they restored it.

The women and men who formed the Abigail Adams Higtorical Sodiety grew up in the golden age of building restoration,
thefirst four decades of the 20* century, when dozens of housss acrass Massachusatts weere restored, often quite
extendgvdy, to some earlier paint in their history. The results were dramitic, epedidly in the cage of Fird Paiod housss
like this, dthough sometimes not very true to the higtory of the building. In the decedes since, amore consarvative
presarvation policy hes prevailed, in which many of the layers of later additions often are presarved. Ore of the people
regpongible for that shift wes Frank Chouteau Brown. Brown brought a meticulous archaeologicd  goproach to
presarvation, carefully meesuring and drawing the buildings before restoration. He investigated the framing and core
details using the leest invasive methods of the times and restored consarvativey, with as little conjecture s possble

(continued)
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Frank Chouteau Brown (1876-1947) was born in Minneapolis and trained asan architect, working as a draughtsman
there for several years and touring Europe before moving to Bostonin 1902. Brown began inthe Boston office of

architect James T. Kelley before establishing hisown practice, specializing in domestic architecture—from restorations to
large estates (Withey & Withey 1970). Hewrote and published throughout his career, beginning with aninfluential book
on calligraphy. Letters and Lettering (\902), and an album of bookplate designs published in 1905. Theseearly works
were important in bringing a unique artistic sensibility to his measured drawings of historic houses. Hislater architectural
booksincluded The Orders of Architecture (1904-1906), New England Houses (1915), Modern English Churches (1917),
and Modern English Country Houses (1923). Brown served as editor of the joumal Architectural Review from 1907 to

1919. Hecontributed many articles and measured drawings to the influential White Pine monograph series, which he co-
edited for atimewith Russell F. Whitehead. At the end of his career he worked for the Society for the Preservation of

New England Antiquities (SPNEA) and editeditsperiodical Old-Time New England.

Frank Chouteau Brown knew about and vaued the Abigail Adams Birthplaceas early as 1941. Beginning in 1934, Brown
savad as Bogion's Didtrict Officer for the WPA-funded Historic American Building Survey (HABS), processing the
documentary drawings and imegesthat the Bogton office sat to Washington. Two of the phatographs currently archived
on the Library of Congresss American Memory HABS webdte have connections with the Meeting House Didrict,
dthough in unigue ways The "Abigail (Smith) Adams Housg' depicts the Birthplace ell, but & its former dte, a mile
north of the digtrict, on Bridge Strect. The accompanying card notes"Built 1635?' The didocation of the el mey have
disoriented the photographer, Frank O. Branzetti, who took assoond North Weymouth photograph, so on May 23, 1941
Theimege is labded "First Church, Weymouth, Norfolk County, MA," but an examination of the degple reveds that the
imege actudly depicts another Gresk Revivad house of worship, the Pilgrim Church (Congregationd; 1851) in North
Weymouth. Brown forwarded both imegesto Washington for archiving.

Brown &= taught, joining the faculty of Boston University in 1916 and becoming chair of its department of at and
achitecture in 1919, By the mid 1940s he was teaching a the Massachusatts Schoadl (College) of Art, where he hared an
office with Edwin A. Hoadley of Weymouth. Brown's pesson for higtoric architecture inspired his office mate, and when
the Abigail Adams Birthplace was endangered, Hoadley sgned on as Restoration Chairman and hired hisfriend to hdp
out. Together, in duly of 1947, they messred and invedtigated the house, cutting smdl ports into the building fabric
where necessary to examine its Sructure. Brown produced a hendsome pair of blueprints for the house bessd on these
messranats ad investigations, conforming to the HABS sandards. They are in the possesson of the assodation, but
they do nat gopeer to have bean officially filed in Washington. The housewas moved to its new sSte in October; but on
November 18, 1947, Brown died. Besdesthe blueprints and his dte vistsand consultations. Brown left behind drafts of
an atidefor Old-TimeNew England and a sketch of how the building and its Ste might look when completdy restored
(Appendix ). Brown'swidow st the unfinished drafts to the association. In the article drafts. Brown rumingtes on the
add problems presented in investigating and restoring a building with such acomplicated history.

After Brown's degth, two other locd artigts and designers carried out the restoration: Carroll Bill as architect and Theron
Cain as landscgpe architect. Carroll Meredith Bill (1877-1968) wes born in Philaddphia and a graduete of the
architecture program & Harvard in 1900. He built acaresr a5 "one of Bogion's most successiul designersin thefi el dof
interior decorafion and period furnishings. Mr. Bill hed an avid interes in old houses buildings, maine subjects, ad
higoric landmarks. His oil and watercolor paintings of those subjects were in such demand that he decided to devate full
timeto painting” (Kevitt 123). He married anather artist, Sally Cross and moved to Weymouth. "Bill decorated the
interiors of a number of shipshbuilt & Fore River, those of the old Dallar Line Company and United Fruit Company”
(Kevitt 123). Theron Irving Cain (1893-1988) was born in Braintree and graduated from the Masssechusatts College of
Art in 1916. After working in landscgpe architecture a& Olmgted Brothers, he returned to Massachusetts College of Art,

(continued)
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where he taught from 1921 to 1967 (Ak Art Online). Heworked with the Assodiation from & least 1950 to 1962, severd
of his planting plans for the Site remain in the assodiation's collection. Cain produced ascale modd of the house ad
grounads for digalay in the TuftsLibrary in 1950. He dso ingpired the creation of and sarved as aconsultant for, the
neaby city park, Abigail Adams Green, in 1978.

In the detailed reports Edwin A. Hoadley filed as chair of the restoration committes, the ddliberation and consarvetive
goproach the committee employed in restoring the Adams Birthplace become evident. Craftamen who hed worked on
other retoration projects were carefully chosan to undarteke the work. James J. Gordon of Hingham oversaw the moving,
with the house aut in half and carted southward in two sections. He served as contractor for the long process of
regtoration, employing mesons Frank Osbome and Charles White and carpenter Charles Reesdee (d. 1955) (the latter bath
resdents of Hingham). Reesdee had condderable restoration exparience and old-fashioned hand toodlsthat he employed in
the restoration. In one report Hoadley documents White's restoration mesonry, listing architects and projects (including
the Old Ordinary in Hingham) on which White worked.

Decisons were mede on a caseby-case badis Decaying items like sillswere carefully tested to see if they could remain in
place with bracing. The restoration principlesof the timedictated that the age of ay replacement materids was dmod a5
important as provenance. The restoration indudes foundation Sonesfrom the ell's Bridge Sireet Site, doors from a house
wrecking project in Quincy, threethousand old bricksfrom an old housein Newburyport, 1,100 old hend-wrought nails
from Bogon,floorboardsfrom old Fort Indgpendence in South Weymouth, kitchen beams and pandsfrom atavern in
Hingham, ather bricks from dreats around the Old North Church in Bogton, and socketsfor thefi repl acecranes selvaged
from the ruinsof a recently demalished housein Lovell's Comer, Weymouth. Age and style were 0 important thet two
doors, which previoudy hed bean ingtdled, were removed and replaced when it was discovered they dated from the 170s
rather then 1744, the dateto which Brown had suggested restoring the house Another assodiation mamber did atitle sudy
to confirmthe age of the Mavena Tavern in Braintree, whose panding weas found the right vintage for use in the Adams
Birthplace retoration. Still other dementswere copied directly from surviving details and menufectured new for the
retoration: dgpboards by Rhines Lumber Compeany and window frames by Swvard Brothers, besed on the sngle dormer
window in Abigail's room. Hugh Burgess hand-turned the balugtersfor the Saircase. Hoadley documents atrip he mede
to South Wareham with Brown, down adirt road, to investigate savaging an old barn for the dte. Hoadey became an
expart on ovolo mouldings, ogess, and quirks. While on vecation Hoedley visited the Egremont Tavern (ca 1730) a noted
regoraion in South Egremont, Massachusatts The reer sdltbox addition to the gambrd roof of the Adams Birthplace was
mede only after paindaking investigation of the frame, careful reading of Brown's suggestions, and aseerch for other

exanples

While Carroll Bill directed the restoration under Hoadley's watchful eye, the public face of the organization wesits
Presdent, Amy Hill Duncan, aWeymouth activist and newspgper columnist. Se organized a"deanup” of the house on
Bridge Strest by advertising that Life megazine phatographers would cover the evert and lining up afiddlerto play
"Turkey in the Straw™" and watzes to entertain the workers. The dedication of the Ste on July 13, 1947, induded guest
Foeska Sewat Mitchell, executive secretary of the Massachusatts Historical Society and editor of a volume of Adams
letters;, and the widow of tdephone pioneer (end Old North Cametery occupant) Thomas Watson. Duncan saw to it thet dl
the area nengpgper photogrephers captured imeges of the severed halves of the house parading down North Sreet to their
new home Se goproeched the railroad executives and convinced them to dlow her to open an Abigail Adams (thrift)
Spin the besamat (the former cod room) of the Weymouth Heights Railroad Station in 1948. A naturd culmination of
this publicity campeign wes the 1951 solicitation of bricks from dl the surviving first ladies, resulting in bricksfrom Mrs.
Cdyvin Codlidge, Mrs. Franklin Roosevdt, Mrs. Harry Trumean, and Mrs. Woodrow Wilson being usd in the hearth of
Abigail's room.

(continued)
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Two further items show how iconic the Adams House restoration hes become By 1958, it wes naturd for an agpiring
politician such as Senatar John F. Kennedy to visit the Abigail Adams Birthplace for aphoto opportunity. The assodation
gtill hes the autogrgphed copy of Profilesin Courage that Kennedy presented to them on hisvisit. In 1970, Gatrude
Vaughan hired architect Peter Worden to build areplica of the Adams Birthplace house on alot she owned in Harwich on
Cape Cad (Petro 1990). Given the current nationd resurgenceininterest in John and Abigail Adams the higtory of the
birthplace of Abigail Adams, the country's "first Seoond Lady and ssoond Firgt Lady,” isincreesingly important to
document ad regider.

Archasological Significance

Snce pattens of andent Native American settlement in Weymouth are poorly understood, any surviving Stes could be
sgnificant. Andient Stesin the district meay contribute important information rdated to Native subssence and sAttlement
pettems in the Bogon Harbor drainage. Ancient sites might dso contribute information about the rdationship betwean
important regiona Native core aress dong the Negponsat and Charles River estuariesto the west and north and the
Aymouth areato the south. Ancient Stesiin the district may contain important information about the relationship betwean
Native socio-politica groups in the Bogon Harbor drainegethat indudes mogt of thetown, and the Taunton River
drainage, and North and South Rivers of the South Coaedld drainege thet indude smdl aress of the town dong its southen
border.

Historic archaedlogicd resources described above may contribute important and detailed information on the socid,
cultural, and economic patternsthat characterized life in one of the earliet Massachusdtts colonia settlemnentsduring its
trandtion from an agrarian community withfi shinginteretsto an economy where shoe manufacturing played a mgor
role. Higtoric archaedlogicd resources may hdp document the characteridics of 174" and 18*-century resourcesfor the
Weymouth Mesting House Historic Didtrict locale for which few known examples survive. Archaeological resources
mey aso hdp document the town's period of rapid resdentid and industria growth during the 19* century. While meny
reSdencesae still extant from this period, numerous sructures have been demalished.  Since few contributing indudtrid
and commerda resources survive within the district, historic and archaeologicd survivas mey offer unigue indghtsinto
the cattage shoe indudtry and the devdopment from amdl "ten-footer” manufacture to larger factory-type operations
Structurd evidence from residentid homes and outbuildings usd in cottage dhoe manufacture mey survive. Detalled
andyds of the contents of occupationa-rdated features and gpecidized trash areesmay contribute important information
rdaed to the technologies usad in shoe manufacture and a better understanding of individuals or groups of people
invalved in doemanufacture and the shoeindustry. Archaeologica resources may <o contribute information rdated to
the importance of the cottage- and later factory-oriented shoeindudtry and its rdationship to locd and regiond maketsin
the Masschusdits area

Potentid higtoric archaeologica  resources may contribute important information rdated to early settlement in the district
ad the town of Weymouth during the 17 and 18* centuries, both periods thet are poorly represanted. This informeation
mey hdp to better undarsand how and why the digtrict devdloped as the religious and political center for al of Weymouth
during the Firgt Period, and for dl of northern Weymouth, until parish fragmentation in the early 19 century and the
completion of thefirst Town Hall dsawherein 1854, Structurd evidence from buildings in the district may contribute
important information relating to the architecturd characterigics of early buildings and collectively towards a
recondruction of 174" and 18 -century landscgpesin the digtrict.

Andysisof gructurd evidence of outbuildings and the contents of occupationd-rdated features may contribute important
information rdated to domedtic use and potentia cottage indudries in the district, espedidly dhoe manufacturing.

(continued)
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Detiled andlyd's of the contents of occupationd-rdated festures may contribute direct evidence of the functiona
variability of rdated outbuildings and resdences. Festures and structures that hed more domedtic functions may contain
evidence of food processing, consumption, and wadte, while smilar features assodated with indugtrid activities may
contain evidence of boot- and shoameking technology, raw materids, and products manufactured. Archaeologica
remains of bams outbuildings, and occupationd-rdated features are important because of the detailed information they
contain, and because they usudly survivewith both archaeologicd Stes and extant Sructures.

Dealled andyds of sructurd evidence and the contents of occupationd-related features rdated to the original location of
the Abigail Adams Birthplace cottage may contribute important information to asss in a more complete retoretion of the
birthplace cottage and the socid, cultural, and economic lives of its inhabitants during Abigail Adams youth. Detailed
andyds of gructural remains and congtruction features assodated with the cottage may contribute architecturdl details of
the cottege, its congruction, and demolition. Detailed andlyss of the contents of occupeationa-reated features mey
contribute informeation ebout the lives of Adams and her family that mey not be documented in written form.
Occupdtiond-rdated festures may contain stratified degpodts and artifactud evidence that eneblethe fetures and their
contertts to be assodated with the Smith family, the time period of Abigall Adams youth, or with Adams hersdlf

Higtoric archaeologicd resources described ebove a the North Weymouth Cemetery/Old North Cametery dso have the
potentid to contribute important information on the socid, cultural, and economic characteridics of one of the earliest
Massadhusatts coedd communities &s it evolved from an agrarian community with maritime interests to an economy
where shoe manufacture played amgjor role. Additional documentary reseerch, combined with archaeologicd aurvey ad
testing within and around the current cemetery boundaries, can identify the full range of graves and the burid pattems
present a the ceametery. The North Weymouth/Old North Camgery currently contains gpproximatdy 9,000 burids ad
4,000 heeddonesin an gpproximatdy 17.53-acre areaitha indudes the cametery eest and west of North Stregt and the Old
Burying Ground. Asthe disorepancy between known burias and the number of heeddonesindicates, unmarked graves
are probably presant and the current pettern of the gravestones may nat, in every indance, represent their actud
plecameant. Gravestones were frequently removed from older ceameteries, then later replaced, a times in different
locations. Some dones were d0 potentidly erected as commemoraive sonesby desoandants of individuds after their
degths This pattern hes bean dbsarved a other burying grounds in Massachusatts Archaeologica resserch canhdp
identify these graves, as wdll &s later unmarked graves resulting from stolen, damaged, and overgrown dones. Eighteenth
and 19th century unmearked graves may d o be presant, representing paupars and other unknown persons Archaeological
ressarch can d<o hdp test the accuracy of the existing boundaries a the cemetery. These bounds may not accuratdy
represent the actud cemelery boundaries Some burids, possibly those of unknown persons, peupers or other indigent
persons ey haveintentionally been buried outsde the camngery boundary.  Artifact digtributions mey d<o be presat
asudated with funerary or memorid sarvices for specific individuds & their time of deeth, or individuas and groupings
of individuds (possibly the entire cemetary) a later dates

Much ofthe above information can be obtained through unobtrusive archaeologica research. Thet is, information can be
obtained by mapping artifact concentrations and the locations of features such as grave shafts and pogt molds without
disturbing ectud skdetd remains Socid, cultura, and economic information reating to the 18 and 19 century
Weymouth settlement can be obtained in this manner; however, more detailed sudies can be implemented through the
actud excavation of burids and their andyds. Ogeologicd sudies of individuds interred & the burid ground have the
potentid to offer awedth of information relating to the overdl physica gopearance of thetown's inhabitants, their
occupations, nutrition, pathologies, and cause of death. Thisinformation can be usad to determine the actua number of
individuds interred & the burid ground. The overdl context of the grave, including materid culture remains, can provide
information on burid practices, rdigious beliefs, economic gatus, family structure, and numerous other topics relaing to
the individua, the overdl settlement, and the Congregetiond society.

(end)
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organization Massachusetts Historical Commission date October 2010
street & number 220 Morrissey Boulevard telephone 617-727-8470
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A sketch map for historic districts and properties having large acreage or numerous resources.

Photographs

Representative black and white photographs of the property.
Additional items (Check with the SHPO or FPO for any additional items)

Property Owner
(Complete this item at the request of the SHPO or FPO.)

name. Multiple
street & number. telephone
city or town. . state. . Zip code_

Paperwork Reduction Act Statement: This information is being collected for applications to the National Register of Historic Places to nominate
properties for listing or determine eligibility for listing, to list properties, and to amend existing listings. Response to this request is required to obtain a

benefit in accordance with the National Historic Preservation Act, as amended (16 U.S.C. 470 et seq.).

Estimated Burden Statement: Public reporting burden for this form is estimated to average 18.1 hours per response including the time for reviewing
instructions, gathering and maintaining data, and completing and reviewing the form. Direct comments regarding this burden estimate or any aspect of
this form to the Chief, Administrative Services Division, National Park Service, P.O. Box 37127, Washington, DC 20013-7127; and the Office of

Management and Budget, Paperwork Reductions Project (1024-0018), Washington, DC 20503.



NPS Form 10-900 OMB Approval No. 1024-0018
(Rev. 10-90)

United States Department ofthe Interior
National Park Service

National Register of Historic Places

Cm'[lnuatlm Sqa Weymouth Megting HouseHD
Weymouth (Norfolk), MA
Section number 9-10 Page 4

Whiting, Russll H. "Zoning Map of the Town of Weymouth, Norfolk County, Massachuseits, February 1, 1939. Tufts
Library.

W.P.A. "North Weymouth Cemetery, North Weymouth, Mass." W.P.A. Project No. 21443. 1940. Magtler megp and 6
sectional maps Tufts Library.

Whiting, Rusdl H. "Map of the Town of Weymouth January 1, 1948." School Building Survey and Long Range Plan of
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Archives (large collections pertaining to the district, in addition to the individual resour ces lised above)

Abigail Adams Historical Society, Weymouth.

First Church in Weymouth, WWeymouth.

"First Church (Weymouth, Mass.) Records 1724-1839." Massachusdtts Historical Society. Boston. 3 document boxes and
1 oversze container.

Tufts (Public) Library, Weymouth.

10. GEOGRAPHIC DATA
UTM References

5 19 339540 4677020
6. 19 339534 4677220

Verbal Boundary Description

TheNationa Regiger boundaries of the Weymouth Meeting House Higtoric District are defined by the marked lines on
Weymouth assessor's migps 10 and 13. Map and parcd numbers are listed on the Weymouth Meeting House Didtrict Data
Sheet. The boundary includes the entire parce of each nominated property in the district, with one sngle exception; Map
16, Block 158, Lot 1. Thisparcd number designatesthe entire railbed of the South Shore Railroad, avery narrow parcd
sverd milesin length; however, only that section of the railbed shown outlined on the magp, which is bordered on both
the north and the south by other district properties, isincluded in the district. A sscond included reference isaWeymouth
GIS agrid photogragph with the boundary marked in red.

Boundary Justification

The Weymouth Meeting House Historic District incdludesthe civic, religious, residential, funerary, and commemorative
properties and monuments associated with the Weymouth Meeting House and Abigail Smith Adams. These properties are
located dong North Street from the Old North Cemeatery southward; through the triangle defined by North, Eadt, ad
Green, greats, and bisected by the Old Colony Railroad railbed; to the properties bordering the Weymouth Common at
the heed of Church Street, which date from the period of significance.

(end)
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Additional Documentation—Photographs

Timothy Orwig wes the photographer for al the photographs, which were teken on 25 March 2008. They were produced
with black and white film, developed with black and white processng, and printed on sandard black and white peper. The
negatives ae in Mr. Orwig's possesson. All of the photographs show the Weymouth Meeting House Historic Didtrict,
Weymouth, Norfolk County, Massachusetts

1. Looking esdt, showing the North Weymouth/Old North Cemetery (126 Norton St.) on both Sdesof North Street. The
foreground shows the southern drive, with severd of the numerous Bank Tombs on the left and the southem pair ofthe
Pratt Entry Gates Across North Stret, atop the terraced hill, isvisiblethe Soldiers Monument and two of four Cannons
The OId Burying Ground is on the hillsideto the left (north) of the Soldiers Monument.

2. Looking eedt, showing the Soldiers Monument within the North Weymouth Cemetery, atop the highest point in the
plot eest of North Street.

3. Looking eedt, showing the Abigail Adams Birthplace (180 Norton St.): NW & SW devations of the House (right) and
Visitor Shop. Norton Sireet is in the foreground, with the extreame SV corner of the North Weymouth Cametery visible to
the | eft.

4. Looking northeest, showing the NW and SW devations of the Firgt Church Parsonage, 8 Eagt S

5. Looking eedt, showing the west elevation (facade) of the Capt. Stephen Bicknell House, 476 Green &, with the garage
in the background |eft.

6. Looking northwest, showing the Sand E devations of the Humphrey House, 537 North S.

7. Looking northwest, showing the Sand E devations of the Francis & Josgphine Boutilier House, 555 North Stret. In
the foreground, just behind the car on North Street isthe North Strest Stone Retaining Wall.

8. Looking north, showing the SE and SW devations of the W.O. Nash House, 3 Church S.

9. Looking north, showing the SE and SW devations of the Dr. L. Fuller House, 11 Church S.

10. Looking north, showing the SE and SW devations of the First Church in Weymouth, 17 Church S.
11. Looking south, showing the NE and N W devations of the John Adams School, 16 Church S.

12 L ooking eest, showing the NW and SW devations of the James M. Taylor Houss, 24 Church S.

Additional Documentation—Historic Images:

1. Two photogrgphs of Weymouth Heights from LouisA. Cook, A History of Norfolk County. Massachusetts (Chicago:
SJ Clarke, 1918), 294.

2. "Preliminary Study Abigail Adams Site Weymouth, Frank Chouteau Brown Architect Boston," Abigail Adams
Historical Society Archives, Weymouth.
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Assesor's

0 Church S.
3 Church St
11 Church St

16 Church St.

17 Church S

24 Church &

Commercial S.

(on North St.)
(on North st.)

East St.

0 East St
0 East S

8 Eagt St
0 Green S.

476 Green St.

479 Green St

13-174-8&3

13-157-14

13-157-13

13-174-10

13-157-12

13-174-9

16-158-1

13-159-6

13-159-1

13-122-11

13-159-2

13-159-3

13-159-7

Listed generally north to south

Meeting House Historic District
Weymouth, Norfolk County, Massaciiusetts

Map, Block MHC Inve Historic Name (if known)/Building
Street Address and Lot # Number

Type/Resources on Lot
928 Weymouth Common

1079 W.O. Nash House
411 Dr. L. Fuller House

218 John Adams School (NR 1986)
Signboard and Flagpole

310 First Church in Weymouth (Old North)
Weymouth Historical Comm. Sign

1081 James M. Taylor House
Pool Shed & Tool Shed
Stone Retaining Wall

929 South Shore Railroad Railbed
1409 Electrical Shed

930 New North Street Bridge
931 Stone Retaining Wall

Vacant land (East St. right-of-way)

924 Abigail Adams Green
900 Laban Pratt Lion Fountain

Date of Architect
Oriiiin
1681

ca. 1868

ca. 1843

1854
ca 1978

1833 Elnathan Bates
1966

1876
1980s
1920s

888

1849,1886
ca. 2007
ca. 2007
ca. 1920s
NA NA

1978 Howard & Whitman
1909

542 First Church Parsonage 1838
Vacant land (now lawn): formertraffic lane
1083 Capt. Stephen Bicknell House ca 1818
2-car detached garage late 20th c.
1084 Samuel Thompson House ca. 1868
Page 1of 3

Style

Second Empire
Greek Revival

Grk/Ital/Gothic

Italianate

No style

NA

Federal

Cape

Greek Revival

National Register of Historic Places

Resource
Type
Site
Building
Building

Building
Object

Building
Object

Building
Buildings
Object
Structure
Building
Structure
Object
NA

Site
Object

Building
NA

Building
Building

Building

District
Status
C

C

C

NR
NC

C
NC

C
NC (2)

NC

C
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IVleeting House Historic District
Weymouth, Norfolk County, Massachusetts

10/15/2010

ASES0r'S Map, Block MHC Inve Historic Name (if known)/Building Typ Date of Architect Style Resource District
Street Address and Lot# Number Resources on Lot Origin Type Status
O North &. 10-122-10 802 N. Weymouth Cem./Old Burying Ground ca 1636 Ste C
932 Bicknell Monument 182 Object C
933 Tufts Bank Tomb and Gateway Wall 1816 + Structure C
O North &. 10-122-18 909 Soldiers Monument 1867 Chas E. Paker & E.C. Sargat Object C
934 4 Cannons 1898 Object C
126 Norton &.  10-127-2 802 North Weymouth Cemetery (west, lot)  ca 1636 Ste C
935 RalJ Entry Gates and Retaining Wall 1916 Object C
936 Retaining Walls and Sieps 19 cat-H Object C
937 Bank Tombs 1814-1861 Structure C
1085 Receiving Tomb 1910 No Style Building C
1410 Pratt-Rogers Memoria Chapd ca 1966 No Style Building NC
180 Norton &. 10-127-4 324 Abigail Adams Birthplace ca 1685, Frank Chouteau Brown Building C
and 1947 & Carroll Bill
1411 Visitor Shop 1959 Colonid Revival Building C
938 Retaining Wall ca 1990 Object C
939 Colonia Reviva Garden (sundia, millstoj 194962 Theron Irving Cain Ste C
Object NC
M0 Laer Commemorative Elements 1959-76
North &. 191587 Ste C
Ste ofthe Weymouth Hghts. RR Depot ca 1876
533 North&.  13-130-60 Raissd ranch Building NC
1412 Sephen Squillante House 1937
537 North&.  13-130-20 1086 Humphrey House ca 1876 Colonia Revivd Building C
Sed 1997 No style Building NC
555 North &, 13-157-15 1087 Francis & Josephine Boutilier House ca 1927 Colonid Revival Building C
Gambrd Garege ca 1990 Building C

Listed generally north to south
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DISTRCT DATA SHET

Listed generally north to south

Meeting House Historic District
Weymouth, Norfolk County, Massachusetts

Total Contributing Resources:
13 Buildings

5 Stes

3 Structures

9 Obiects

30 Total

Page 30of 3

Non-Contributing:
7 Buildings

1 Ste

1 Structure

3 Obiects

12 Total

National Register of Historic Places



SOLDIKRS MOXUMKNT, WKYMOUTH HEUMTS

VIKW FROM SOLDIERS- MONUMKNT, WEYMOUTH HEI(5HTS

from: Louis A. Cook, History of Norfolk County, Massachusetts, 1622-1918.
New York: S.J. Clarke Publishing, 1918, p. 294
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ABIGAIL ADAMS CIRCLE

Weymouth Meeting House Historic District
Weymouth, Norfolk County Massachusetts
Total District Area - 30.7 Acres

Proposed Historic Distric Boundary in Red.
2005 MassGIS color orthophoto base

Feet

600
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UNI TED STATES DEPARTMENT GF THE | NTERI OR
NATI ONAL PARK SERVI CE

NATI ONAL REA STER GF H STORI C PLACES
EVALUATI OV RETURN SHEET

REQUESTED ACTI ON: NOM NATI ON

PROPERTY Weynouth Meeting House Historic District
NAME

MULTI PLE

NAME

STATE & GANTY:  NMASSACHUSETTS, Norfol k

DATE RECEl VED. | O/ 26/10 DATE G- PENDI NG LI ST ||/30/|O
DATE CF 16TH DAY: 12/ 15/ 10 DATE G- 45TH DAY: 12/ 11/ 10

DATE OF WEEKLY LI ST:
REFERENCE NUMBER 10001007

REASONS FOR REVI EW

APPEAL N DATA PROBLEM N LANDSCAPE N LESS THAN 50 YEARS: N
N PDIL: N PER QD N PROGRAM NAPPROVEDE N
RZ;LESI' "N SAWLE N SLR DRAFT: N NATI ONAL:

GCOMWHNT WAl VER N
[/ACCEPT RETURN REJECT DATE
ABSTRACT/ SUMWARY COMMENTS

Enteed in
The Nationd Regde
o
Higoric Places
RECOM / CR TER A
REM EVEER DI SCI PLI NE_
TELEPHONE DATE

DOOUMENTATI ON see attached comments Y/N seeattached SLR Y/ N

If a nomnation i sreturned t othe nomnating authority, the
nom nation i s no longer under consideration by the NPS
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The Commonwedth of Masssdhusats—VvvYW\

William Francis Galvin, Secretary of the Commonwealth
M assachusetts Historical Commission

October 21, 2010

Mr. J. Paul Loether

National Regiger of Historic Flaces
Department of the Interior

Nationa Pak Service

1201 Eye Street, NW 8" floor
Washington, DC 20005

Dear Mr. Loether:
Endosad plessefind the following nomination form:
Weymouth Meeting House Historic District, Weymouth (Norfolk), MA

The nomination hes bean voted digible by the State Review Board and has been Sgned by the
Sate Higtoric Preservation Officer. The owners of the properties in the district were notified of
pending State Review Board condideration 30 to 45 days before the meeting and were afforded
the opportunity to comment.

Sincerdly,

Betsy Friedberg
Nationa Regiger Director
Massachusetts Historical Commission

encdlosure

cc. Theodore Clarke, Weymouth Historica Commisson
Mayor Susen Kay
Timothy Orwig, consultant
JamesF. Clarke, J., Jody Lehrer, Planning & Community Deve opment

220 Morrissey Boulevard, Boston, Massachusetts 02125
(617)727-8470 « Fax:(617) 727-5128
www. state, ma. us/sec/mhc



