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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

Brattonsville Historic District includes .three distinctive homes 
built by a prominent York County family, the- Brattons, between 1776 
and 1855. The two oldest buildings, greatly in need of repair, have 
been leased by the York County Historical Association which hopes to 
restore them as house museums. The third house is being privately 
renovated as the country home of a member of the South Carolina 
General Assembly.

(1) The Revp 1utionary Hous e_ , built 1776 by Colonel William Bratton, 
was originally a one room log house with small porch centered by wooden 
door, riain room with large seven-foot fireplace (one of three in house) 
and enclosed stairway leading to room above. Side wing and back room 
later added to original structure. Other innovations included clapboard 
over original logs, interior plaster and windox^ panes.

(2) The_Hpmestead, second house built at Brattonsville (c. 1830) 
was home of Dr. John S. Bratton. This stately, twelve room, 2 1/2 
story ante-bellum mansion adheres to Greek prototyoes. Entrance has 
recessed transom and sidelights flanked on both sides by a pair of 
shuttered windows. Large central window xvith transom and sidelights 
is on second level above main entrance, a pair of shuttered windows 
on* either side. Two identical'wings each have pair of shuttered win 
dows and end chimney. Arched breezeway at rear leads to detached dining 
room. Dining room entrance has semi-eliptical fanlight and sidelights. 
Interior features Adam mantels, exquisite dadoes, carved staircases.

(3) The Brick House, built 1855, has two-story brick facade with 
end chimneys, first floor porch and second floor portico supported 
by white stucco-over-brick columns, triangular pediment above second 
floor portico centered with half-round window, two-story x^ooden wing 
at back. Extremely thick Common Bond brick xs?alls, original shulters 
assembled with pegs and hung on long hand-made hinges, most of original 
window glass intact. Brick section of house has one room on either 
side of central hallx^ay above and below. Circular stairway in wooden 
wing leads to second floor. Adam mantels; wide-board, short-leaf heart 
pine floors; antique, rectangular iron locks.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Brattonsville is a small but important area of York County, 
significant for its architectural record of South Carolina development 
and for its association with the Revolutionary, Confederate and 
Reconstruction eras of state history,

Since completion of the Revolutionary House in 1776, Brattonsville 
has witnessed almost two centuries of South Carolina history. Battle 
of Uilliamson's Plantation (July 12, 1780), one of first victories of 
American militia over British Cavalry, took place nearby when Colonel 
William Bratton, builder of the. Revolutionary House, attacked several 
hundred Tories led by Captain Christian Huck. Forty Britishers, including 
Huck, were killed. On the evening before the battle, Tories came to 
the Revolutionary House threatening to kill Martha Bratton, Colonel 
William Bratton*s wife, unless she revealed her husband's route. She 
refused, but herjlife was spared when another Britisher intervened.

The Homestead, built 1830 by Dr. John 5. Bratton, was significant 
as center of an 8500 acre agricultural complex.

The Brick House, initially used as a private boarding school for 
girls and later as a Bratton residence, was built in 1855 and remains 
in excellent condition.

Brattonsville had considerable connection with the Confederate 
and Reconstruction history through Dr. James Rufus Bratton, He 
served as a surgeon with the Confederate 5th Infantry in charge of 
hospitals at Camp VJindor, Richmond, Virginia and at Millegeville, 
Georgia. In Reconstruction years, Dr. Bratton was an active 
leader in the York County area and provided the basis for Thomas Oixon's 
main character in The Clansman.

area displays three distinct styles:Architecturally, the smal 
the pioneer simplicity of the Revolutionary House; ante-bellum elegance 
with adherence to Greek prototypes in the '.Homestead£j ts columned 
double piazzas were later destroyed by tornado); and Georgian .with
minor variations .in the Brick House. r
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