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AT 1}_‘ Histor*ian W. B, Morrison has left this description of the Skully-

ville area as it was in 1832 when the first Choctaws began to arrives
"The situation was heelthful, the land being gravelly and easily drained,
while a group of never failing springs furnished an abundance of excel-
lent water. These springs still survive the cutting of surrounding trees
and the general cultivation of adjoining land, and until a very recent
date the water was bottled and sold in Spiro and Fort Smith." He wrote
in 1938. His then-and-now description is still valid. The big spring
thet served Choctaw Agency originally, and then the Butterfield Overland
Stage station it became in 1868, still flows invitingly from a pipe be~
side the county road that serves the area.

 The first agency building, around which Skullyville developed, was
e three-room log affair on a high stone foundation. The hewn logs, said
to be a foot in diameter, were cut on Cavanal Mountain some 15 miles
awey. ' Floors and doors were of puncheon style. Nails were handmade.
Red cedar shingles covered the roof and they were not replaced until some
three score years later when the building was remodeled by & new owner.

\Majorwwﬂy the Chocteaws' firast agent in the west,
erected the building, lived in it until he died in 1835. Some years
later, when the agency wes abandoned, the log structure was teken over
and made into a residence by Tandy C. Walker, a part-blood Choctaw who

became the first chief of the Nation. When the Butterfileld stages started

coming through in 1858 his home became one of the stations.s

Until the Civil War the surrounding town of Skullyville grew and
maintained a position of importance in the Choctaw Nation. This pre=-
eminence, however, as noted in No. B, faded rapidly after the war. By-
passing of the rallroad hastened the decay. Meanwhile, the Tandy Walker
home passed into other hands. In 1947, and long kmown by this time es
the Ainsworth Place, it was perhaps the oldest house of its kind then
standing in Oklahoma. And then on September 12 it, too, like so many of
0ld Skullyville's early structures, burned to the ground. Today only
scattered foundation and chimney stones, and tangled landscaping, mark
the spot.

But other evidences of Skullyville's past can be probed by those
who ere so inolined. About 150 feet east of the station site is the
eagily defined northeast/southwest out that marks the course of the
Butterfield stages. WNeer by is the pipe from which flows a steady stream
of water from the Walker Stetion (Ainsworth) spring. In the yard of
the now-abandoned, brick, Oak Lodge school is the official Oklahoma
Higtorical Society marker telling the Skullyville story., A hundred yards
or so to the west is the Skullyville cemetery. It contains hundreds,
perhaps thousands of graves, many unmerked. Engraved stones date back
into the 1830s. To read them is to call the role of important Choctaw
families.
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character,

located Indians disembarkesd.

Ist 01d Skullyville be remembered long as the principal
town of the Choctaw Nation before the coming of the railrocads,
for here were some of the flower of the tribe; a set of people
who always stood for honesty, education and the general
welfare, whose men were always noted for their hospitality
and generosity, the women for their charity and purity of

Thus did a former resident recall some yesrs back how it was be-
fore the Civil War when this one~time Choctaw Nation district
capital -~ now reduced largely to a cemetery, abandoned school, some
socattered homes, and memories ~- was one of the most important settle=
ments in Indien Territory. Granted, oldtimers tend often to roman-
ticize, And certainly Skullyville suffered through its share of
humen frailties, including a fatal feud betwesn two of its leading
families. But the importance of the town is not diminished thereby
and its role in the development of the Chooctew Nation, and Oklahoma,
deserves both recognition and memorialization.

Skullyville was, literally, "Moneytown" (from the Choctaw word
"iskuli" for a piece of money) - the agency town from which the
Indiens received annuity payments from the federal government.
Founded in 1832, when removal of the Choctews from Mississippi got
under way, it became capital of the Mushulatubbe district, one of
three into which the new Choctew Nation was divided. It waes located
some 16 miles southwest of Fort Smith and about five miles south of
Fort Coffee, the military post on the Arkansas Rivers where the re-

\ Major F. W. Armstrong was the first Chootaw agent in the West.
He founded Skullyville and ordered erection there of the log sgency
buildings The settlement was soon & bustling one. Slave-owning
Indians settled in the fertile river bottoms of the area. ILicensed
traders established stores at Skullyville and the town was trade
center, nob only for many Choctews, but for other Indiens to the north
and west as wells.’/ Its presence on the trails out of Fort Smith to
the west and south added to Skullyville's importeance.
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In 1834 the artist Geerge Catlinm visited the town, left a valuable
descripbion of ballgames played at Charby Prairie, ome of the famed
Choctaw ball grourds. Im 1838 the Chickesaw Indians were removed frem
the southeastern states and memy ef them were brought te Fert Coffee,
moved westward through Skullyville. A few vears leter mamy Semimoles
made the same trek through the town, In 1845 New Hope Semimary for
Choctaw girls opemed ir frame buildings & mile east ef Skullyville. It
was a companiom gchool te Fert Coffee Acedemy, for beys, beth ef which
were operated by the Methodist church. New Hope operated umtil destroyed
by fire im 1896,

Skullyville was thus am educatiomal, ecomemic, and social cenmter
for this northeastern cormer ef the Choctaw Natiom, as well as a
pelitical cemter. Whem the matienmal capital was moved wegtward im 1850
from Tuskahoma to Dosksville, Choctaws im this sectiom were unhappy
and there was separatiemist talk for a time. The Skullyville Comstitu-
tiem resulted frem am 1857 convertiem im the towm, its purpose to umify
the Nation umder ome gevermer or chief, Under this comsgtitutiom
Tandy C, Walker, a part-bloed Choctaw, became the first chief. Although
his jurisdictiem was mot recogmized threughout the Netiom, he remaimed
an impertamt tribal figure umtil he died im 1877,

When the Chectaw agenmcy was abandoned, he took over the log
building, enlarged it imto his home and govermer's memsiom, When the
Butterfield Overlamd Mail route was established, Skullyville became
the first statiom amd the old agemcy/residemce took om yet amother rele.
Govermor Walker was sctive im the Civil War, orgemizimg the first
Choctaw=Chickasaw regimemt for Comfederate service. His stome is ome
of the more impressive im the beautiful eld Skullyville cemetery. Om
it, bemeath the Masonic emblem and name -~ Gov. Tandy Walker Berm
Qct. 14, 1814 Died Feb, 21, 1877 =~ appear the familiar lines:

Behold amd see as you pass by,
As you are row, so omce was I,
As I am now you too will be,
Prepare for death and follow me,

Anxother chief of the Choctew Natiem is buried mear by: Edmund
VeCurtaine Other well kmowsn Chectew families represented by stomes
imclude the Felsems, Mcleans, Belvims, lanmiers, Aimsworths, leFlores,
Wards, Perrys, amd McKemnoys, Little of substanmce is left of Skully-
ville besides the cemetery., The town declimed sherply after the Civil
War. BSteres amd residemces burned, were nmot rebuilt. The railread,
when it came, bypassed Skullyville te briag nearby Spire imto beimg sud
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importaxce, When fire fimally destroyed the old Temdy Walker heme im
1947, Skullyville's stromgest physical tie with the past was breken,
Today the Walker Statiom sprimg (mow kwown as Aimswerth sprimg) still
flows = from a pipe beside the coeuntry read, ome of the most obvieus
signs of life im the mow almost cempletely abamdemed Choctew tewn.




