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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

Situated at the corner of Elm Street and Oak Avenue, the Annandale Hotel 
is a three story wood frame building. The principal facade, which is four 
bays wide, is dominated by a three tiered full front verandah. The supporting 
columns are bevelled. Balustrades run the full length of the second the third 
stories of the verandah. The slightly pitched gable roof is hidden from view 
by a slightly projecting false-fronti on the principal facade. A single stack 
brick chimney is visible above the roofline.

The only known alteration to the original facade is the addition of 
asbestos siding. The hotel and the concrete walkway fronts the railroad tracks 
and State Highway 55 (Elm St.). The structures in the area are a mixture of 
commercial and residential buildings.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Annandale Hotel, constructed and opened in 1895 by Albert A. Thayer, is 
a three story wood frame building with a triple decked full front verandah. This 
hotel is a significant example of the large commercial wood frame hotels operated 
in Wright County around the turn of the century. These large hotels accommodated 
the traveling public, transit workers, and local people. They were commonly 
located along major transportation routes.

Annandale was platted in 1886, the same year the Soo Line railroad reached 
the village. The village was both a retail center for local agricultural business 
and a recreation center for tourists from Minneapolis and St. Paul.

The location of the principal entrance -- the hotel fronts on the railroad 
tracks — reflects the major source of patron transportation. The building 
appears much as it did when first constructed and continues to operate as a commer­ 
cial hotel.

The Annandale Hotel is an excellent example of the large wood frame commer­ 
cial hotels that catered to the traveling public at the turn of the century.
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