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The Cabaniss-Hungerford-Hanberry house, located about 3 miles north of Bradley, Ga.
in Barrons G.M.D. 300, was built by George Cabaniss circa 1805. George Cabaniss' son,
Harrison, bought the house and land from his father on 28 September, 1811.

The architectural style of this house could possibly be seen as a rural adaptation
of Jeffersonian Classicism. The plan consists of a central one over one room with one
symmetrical room on each side of the two-story portion. Each side wing has a half-story
above. Several rooms have been added to the rear of the house, but they show no archi-
tectural significance.

The Cabaniss—Hanberry house is a plain, weatherboarded structure raised on a brick
foundation of American bond. There is a chimmey with a rounded opening in the basement.
The original front porch is no longer extant, but the front door is almost five feet wide,
as are the other two original doors on the bottom floor that opened to the outside. A
boarded space with broken cornice of the same wide dimensions is seen in the second story
room directly over the front door, and an original second story portico, or possibly a
two-story central portico can be hypothesized. Also seen on the exterior of the house
below the cornice is a small frieze-like band consisting of "metopes" of 8-pointed stars
separated by "triglyphs."

There are two interior chimneys in the house, one on either side of the central rooms,
_and every room in the house has a fireplace, except the half-story room on the right side

. of the house. All mantelpieces are elaborately carved. The mantelpiece in the downstairs
" .central room has a rounded opening that has been made to appear horizontal and a 3-part
~paneled frieze beneath a cornice with small dentils. Other mantelpieces in the house are

- ‘more elaborately carved and the one in the room on the downstairs left has a layered mantel
shelf supported by paneled pilasters up to the frieze where the pilasters are then decorated
with an elongated oval. 1In the center of this frieze is carved an 8-sided polygon.

All rooms, except the half-stories, have paneled wainscoting. In the central rooms
this paneled wainscoting is square in shape, but in the side rooms it is rectangular.
Cornice details are seen in both central rooms and in the room onn the downstairs right.
This same room also contains the only closet in the house and it has 2 tall, paneled doors
above which is another space with 2 small paneled doors. Remaining doors in the house
are of the cross and bible type and also a type with many panels of vertical rectangles,
squares, and horizontal rectangles. The wide front door shows this variety of paneling
combined with delfcate carved details. The only remaining staircase in the house rises
from the room on the downstairs left and is a dog~leg with winders that can be enclosed
by a door. An original staircase from the downstairs central room to the second floor
central room has been removed and the space boarded over.

The Cabaniss-Hanberry house is in a rural area and the property is presently very
overgrown. There is an old well on the property in front of the house and two. cemeteries
to the right of the house. One of the cemeteries is surrounded by an iron fence and the
other cemetery is completely enclosed by a stone wall as specified in the 1847 will of
Sarah Kirk Cabaniss, wife of Harrison Cabaniss. Sarah Kirk Cabaniss is buried in this
cemetery with her daughters.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Cabaniss~Hanberry house is an outstanding example of early rural Georgia archi-
tecture and its date of construction circa 1805 is especially significant because this land
was ceded by the Creek Indians as late as 1802. It is also important that this is one of
two houses of outstanding architectural detail built by the Cabaniss family in this area.
The other is the Cabaniss-Hunt house, already listed on the National Register, and located
about 2 miles west of the Cabaniss-Hanberry house.

The Canabiss-Hanberry house is architecturally significant because of its many
details. These include elaborately carved mantelpieces, cornices, and doors, and paneled
wainscoting throughout the house.

Historically, George Cabaniss built the house on land lot no. 50 soon after his
migration to Georgia from Virginia. On 28 September, 1811 George Cabaniss exchanged houses
and lands with his son Harrison, who built the Cabaniss-Hunt house on land lot no. 7.
$1000.00 was also exchanged in the bargain.

George Cabaniss was born in Virginia in 1744 and served as a soldier in the Revolu-
tionary War. He was the grandson of Henri Cabinis, a French Huguenot who fled to Virginia
in the late 17th century. In the 1790's and after, Cabinis' grandsons began a succession
of migrations with parts of their families, first to North Carolina and then to Georgia.
Some of the family eventually moved on to Alabama.

George Cabaniss served as a juror in Jones County in 1808 and in 1809, four Cabaniss
brothers were selected as commissioners to lay out a road in Jones County. Palatea Harrison
Cabaniss, wife of George Cabaniss, was the niece of Benjamin Harrison, a signer of the
Declaration of Independence, but this line of descent is presently being questioned by the
D.A.R. Dr. Palacia Wilson Stewart, granddaughter of George and Palatea Cabaniss, was one
of the first women.doctors in Georgia, and was a great contribution to the Southern cause
due to her faithful attention to wounded soldiers in the Civil War. Dr. "Pallie" Stewart
was supposedly born on the Cabaniss plantation on April 2, 1805, but this fact has not
been documented. The large front yard was used by the Georgia Militia for a drill ground
during the War of 1812.

The Cabaniss family was the major land owners in this part of Jones County. After the
death of Harrison Cabaniss in 1819, his widow Sarah Kirk Cabaniss continued to live on the
plantation until her death in 1848. At this time she left 1215 acres of land, including the
plantation, and 29 slaves to her grandchildren, although a large portion of her husband
Harrison Cabaniss' estate had been sold in 1819 for $3000.75.
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VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION

Located three miles N.E. of Bradley on the east side of Tranquilla Road; approximately
1000 feet north of the intersection of the road to Round Oak.
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The Cabaniss-Hanberry house has been unoccupied for a number of years and has been
vandalized several times, but the present owners, direct descendants of George Cabaniss,
have plans for restoration.



