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DESCRIBETHE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The United States Coast Guard Station on Humboldt Bay is located on a narrow, 
sand-dune covered peninsula which, along with a similar peninsula extending from 
the south, separates the bay from the Pacific Ocean. A narrow entrance between 
these spits is approximately 600 yards wide with a channel width of 100 yards.

The nominated site covers a rectangular parcel of about 46.5 acres on the 
bay side of the north spit approximately 800 yards north of the entrance. 
Structures within the site include the Coast Guard Station with its marine rail­ 
way and dockj three, modern units for family housing; two warehouses (one to be 
demolished); a garage and an abandoned "T" dock (also to be demolished). The 
only significant structure architecturally and historically is the Station with 
its launch way, but the entire site is nominated because of its continuous use 
by the United States Life-Saving Service/Coast Guard for the past 99 years.

The Coast Guard Station, built in 1936 to replace the old Life-Saving Station 
of 1878, is similar to a standard building constructed elsewhere on the west coast, 
but its eastern origin is obvious. The building is actually composed of two, 
New Ehgland large or four-over-four type houses which face north and south and are 
joined at the rear by a long, central section. The end gable houses have front, 
columned porches with balustraded balconies which have a ship's wheel design in tKe 
balustrade. The symmetrical facade of each house has a central door with three 
windows in the second story and three dormers with round-headed windows in the roof.

The central section which houses equipment and boats drawn from the water via 
the marine ways, has three dormer windows set into its roof on both front and rear 
facades. This work area extends into a one-story garage at the rear of the 
building. Atop the center of the building is the glass-enclosed lookout.

The building has wood shingle siding painted white with green stationary 
window shutters. A comparison of pictures taken of the station in 1939 and 1977 
indicates only minor alterations—a fire-escape on the front and vents on the roof. 
Interior modifications have been made to accommodate changing needs, but the 
building's appearance, including the historically-important marine ways, has been 
maintained almost as it was forty years ago.

Nearby buildings, except for the modern family housing, do not intrude 
upon the feeling and character of the Station. They are low, unobtrusive buildings 
which are compatible enough. Unfortunately, the family housing was built with 
little regard for harmony.

The surrounding expanse of sand-dunes and sea retains much of the wildness 
and character which have historically been an integral part of Humboldt Bay's 
life-saving service dating back to 1878. The beautiful dunes which extend from 
the Station to the ocean are covered with introduced yellow lupine, but there are 
still some areas where native wildflowers and strawberries have survived. 
Restricted public access has limited human activity on the north spit to fishing 
and beachcombing during the summer months, and has generally been responsible 
for preserving the environmental and historical integrity of the site.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The United States Coast Guard Station Humboldt Bay is nominated as a site of 
local importance, possessing integrity of location, design, setting, and feeling, 
and which is associated with events of considerable historical significance to 
the Humboldt Bay region during the past 99 years.

Unsettled until the spring of 1850, Humboldt Bay developed as a commercial 
center for the packing trade serving the interior gold mines and as a tremendous 
lumber-producing regiont Dependent almost exclusively upon the sea for transport 
of supplies, people and products until completion of the railroad in 1914, Humboldt 

~"^»- Bay has a history interwoven with stories of ships, maritime disasters, and
heroic rescues. Violent seas and a treacherous, fog-shrouded bar have combined 
many times to make Humboldt Bay's entrance a site of fatal passage. Since 1878, 
the Life-Saving Station/Coast Guard Station has played a vitally-important role in 
protecting life and property against the ravages of rough seas, human error, 
mechanical failure, and weather.

The site is nominated as significant in the area of architecture because the 
Coast Guard Station, built in 1936, is the only building of its kind in the region, 
possessing an eastern seacoast style and appearance which has been preserved 
through thoughtful maintenance and a protected setting; in the area of military 
because life-saving services have been considered a part of the United States 
Armed Forces since 1799, participating in the defense of this country under the 
direction of the Navy during times of war, and locally, having been involved in 
beach patrols during the Second World War; and in the area of social/humanitarian 
for its continued service in protecting life and property along Humboldt 1 s coast.

Navigational aids for Humboldt Bay date back to the first lighthouse, built 
in 1856 and located on the sand-dunes just west of the present Coast Guard Station. 
Congressional action of June 20, 1874 authorized the establishment of a Life- 
Saving Station at Humboldt Bay which was completed in 1878 and located on the north 
side of the present Station. Staffed by six surfmen and a keeper, the Life-Saving 
Station provided regular, nightly patrols along the beach and four-hour watches in 
the lookout tower for quick detection and immediate rescue of vessels in distress. 
Personnel from the Life-Saving Station/Coast Guard Station figured prominently in 
many famous Humboldt marine disasters such as the rescue of 96 passengers and a 
60-man crew from the steamer Corona on March 1, 1907; the heroic rescue of the 
27-man crew of the Navy submarine H-3 on December 14,. 1916; and the safe removal of 
421 enlisted men and 17 officers from the doomed U.S.S. Milwaukee on January 13, 
1917.
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