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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

Admiral George Palmer's Bridge is constructed of brick veneer in 
American bond enclosing a fill mixture of crushed oyster shells and 
rammed earth. The structure measures fifteen feet from north to 
south, thirty feet from east to west (end to end), and spans a sloping 
draw which connects various drainage ditches with Leadenwah Creek.

From the base of the draw to the top of the bridge's arch (with brick 
voussoirs and no keystone) is a distance of three feet and eight inches 
The base width of the arch is eight and one-half feet and the arch 
itself is located directly in the center of the bridge's span.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Ca. 1782, John Seabrook built a ferry and stagecoach tavern on his pro­ 
perty at the banks of Leadenwah Creek; a highway to this landing was 
constructed about the same time, allowing the tavern and its landing 
to become an integral part of the transportation system which connected 
the city of Charleston with the coastal islands. An arched brick 
structure, known today as Admiral George Palmer's Bridge, was the means 
by which the highway crossed the 'draw.

Engineering: The bridge is one of only two brick bridges in the Charles­ 
ton area known to be built before the War Between the States. The 
crushed shell and earth with which the brick walls of the bridge are 
filled provide a unique and durable mixture. The original road was 
probably surfaced with a crushed shell compound.

Transportation and Commerce: The road was probably used for the 
commercial transportation of rice and indigo from plantation to market 
through the first quarter of the nineteenth century. By that time, 
the importance of these plantations on the sea islands was sharply 
declining and, as a result, road and bridge slowly fell into disuse.
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Statutes at Large of the State of South Carolina, by Cooper and McCord,
(Eds.), A.S. Johnson, Printer, Columbia, South Carolina, 1848.

Observations of Eli as B. Bull, Historic Preservation Coordinator, 
Charleston, S.C., 1970.
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