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The William D. Bishov Cottage Development is a 2i-block residential
district in the South End of Bridgeport, located 4 blocks south of the
Connecticut Turnvike and Downtown and a half-block north of' the entrance
to Seaside Park at its closest point. It is surrounded by 'a mixed
residential/industrial/university neighborhood. To the north is the
Marine Village housing project, a brick 3-story complex of functionalist
design {1941). The opposite side of Main Street, which forms the east
boundary, is occuvied by warehouses, vacant lots and small commercial
establishments as well as a handful of isolated Victorian dwellings
which do not relate to the develooment theme of this nomination. The
south boundsry excludes several vacant lots and a fast-food restaurant
with its parking area which separates the district from Seaside Park.
The west boundary is formed by Broad Street, across which are university
‘and industrial parking lots and three widely-separated, noun-velating
Victorian houses.

Of primary interest is a collection of 35 small wood cobtages {there
were 36 originally), a planned workers' development of the Bishop Realty
Company. These cottages, with only ninor differences, are li-story
Carpenter's Gothic-style structures, Le~shaped, with front- and side-gable
roofs. They can be divided into 2 categories--those erected in the
soring of 1880 and those Luilt in the summer of 1881.

The 1880 cottages line both sides of Atlantic Street. Unlike their
later counterparts, the houses on this block display differing variants.
The corner houses ab both Main and Broad Streets have octagonal front
bays, in contrast to the flat single-window fronts of the houses in bebt-
ween, and squared dining room bays on the sides facing the street. The
cotbage at the southwest corner of Atlantic and Main Streets, seemingly
intended to be a "flagship" house of the community, has a square tower
with a pyramided roof rising from the recesses between its front and side
projections.

Tn other resvects, however, these houses are very much alike. They
have clapboarded walls with decorative board-and-batten oediments in the
gables, ext slightly more than half-way down the length of the gable
windows. O risbically, there is « side entiy poreh wliii & il
phat siones bo the Tront which i by & sing , 01
ornamented by rounded brachcts, In the side of the roof ovoosite the
entry are two dormers, decorabted with ornate vargeboards and board-and-
batten pediments over the windows. The roof gables apparently once con-
tained jig-saw frets of floral design fighlighted by twin 8-pointed stars
in t?e centers (currently extant on only 2 of the 12 cottages of this
typel.

The 1881 cotbages face Broad, Main and Whiting Streets and Cottage
Place. The only variant these contain is in the entry porch, the Coltage
Place houses having a side-sloping roof supported by open half-timber WOIL,
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100 ATIANTIC
105 ATLANTIC
106 ATLANTIC
112 ATLANTIC
113 ATIANTIC
121 ATLANTIC
122 ATLANTIC
127 ATLANTIC
128 ATLANTIC
133 ATLANTIC

134 ATTANTIC

99 ATLANTIC STREET
STREET
STREET
STREET
STREET
STREET
STREET
STREET
STREET
STREET

STREET

STREET

256 BROAD STREET

258 BROAD STREET

262 BROAD STREET

264 BROAD STREET

268 BROAD STREET

270 BROAP STREET

274 BROAD STREET

294-6 BROAD S

282-8 BROAD STREET

TREET

368 BROAD STREET

376 BROAD STREET

Earl C. Sullivan

19 Rocky Ridge Drive Trumbull CT
Pedro Gonzalez

100 Atlantic Street
Louise Brown

105 Atlantic Street

Flora L. McNemar

106 Atlantic Street
Nicholas & Maria Andriolas
112 Atlantic Street
Christine & Redden Spain
113 Atlantic Street
Lottie & Herman Johnson
121 Atlantic Street
Raymond J. Timmons

122 Atlantic Street
George & Edna Denese

127 Atlantic Street

Mary Wegrzyn

128 Atlantic Street
Kathryn Provasoli, trustee
133 Atlantic Street
Eugeniusz & Stanislawa Kropivnicki
134 Atlantic Street
Dorothy P. Lansdale

256 Broad Street

Edna M. Hearst

258 Broad Street

Barry Comen

262 Broad Street

Samuel & Lillian Motan

264 Broad Street
Nathaniel W. Plotkin

268 Broad Street

Carolyn H. Davis

270 Broad Street

Thomas Hardiman

274 Broad Street
University of Bridgeport
219 Park Avenue

Broad Street Associates
268 Broad Street

Rudolph & Elizabeth McCalaster
368 Broad Street

Peter & Stella Maikos

376 Broad Street

06611
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384 BROAD STREET
390 BROAD STREET

3 COTTAGE PLACE

4 COTTAGE PLACE

9 COTTAGE PLACE
10-12 COTTAGE PLACE
15 COTTAGE PLACE
16 COTTAGE PLACE
27 COTTAGE PLACE
28 COTTAGE PLACE
33 COTTAGE PLACE
34 COTTAGE PLACE
39 COTTAGE PLACE
40 COTTAGE PLACE
189-91 MAIN STREET
19549 MAIN STREET
203 MAIN STREET

211+413 MAIN STREET

225 MAIN STREET
295 MAIN STREET
303 MAIN STREET
309 MAIN STREET
317-21 MAIN STREET
77 WHITING STREET

85 WHITING STREET

93 WHITING STREET

Brian T. McCray

384 Broad Street

Diego Luquis

390 Broad Street
William & Barbara Bush

3 Cottage Place

James T. Sullivan

842 Ruth Street Bridgeport 06606
Lidell & Ruby Pettway

9 Cottage Place

Gorbach Properties Inc.
407 Clinton Avenue Bridgeport 06605
Miguel & Alicia Marrero
15 Cottage Place

Marilyn Jones

16 Cottage Place
William & Doris Gathers
27 Cottage Place

Lester & Mattie McPhail
28 Cottage Place
Helen:Worden

33 Cottage Place

Lucille & Earl Noble

34 Cottage Place

Jesse & Agnes Askew

39 Cottage Place

Carlos & Gloria Ortiz

40 Cottage Place
University of Bridgeport
219 Park Avenue

Vernon Murphy

195 Main Street

Timothy & Kathleen Mulloy
203 Main Street
University of Bridgeport
219 Park Avenue

Charles Dowd

294 Broad Street

Diego & Myrna Torrens
295 Main Street
Marshall Rucker & Effie Riddick
303 Main Street

Sea Breeze Cafe Inc.

309 Main Street

Stavros Frankis

319 Main Street

Juan & Iris Delvalle

77 Whiting Street

Phillip & Carmen Russell

85 Whiting Street
BErnecsto & Nora Carcia. 02 whitina QF
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with the others front-sloving with open apindlework across the top.
Generally speaking, they have one-story octagonal bays in [ront, board-
and-batten sections above coupled second-story windows, and bowstring-
arch decorations in the gables.

L1 the vpresent time only one of the cotiages has been demollshed.
Located at the north west corner of Main Strect and Cotlage Place, 1t
has been replaced by a non-contributory industrial structure, of cinder-
block construction faced with red brick, which is one-story high with
4 Flat roof. Another cottage at 319 Main Street was ralsed up one floor
and a restaurant inserted beneath in the early part of the présent cen-
tury. The remoinder of the original components have escaped major re-
modeling other than the application of wvarious kinds of mainte acce-free
siding (on 22 out of 35 structures), porch enclosures, and removal of
decorative wood trinm.

Although it has not at this point been documented, the architects
of the development were almost certainly the firm of Palliser, Palliser
& Co. The designs are so similar as to be almost identical to plans
published in their pattern books (partvicularly Plate V in Palliser's
American Cottage Homes and Plate VI in Palliser's liodel Homes). The
Tictorian Gobhic architecture mingled with early Queen Anne detail is
typical of the firms earlier (Bridgevort-based) work.

There are six additional buildings within the district boundaries.
The earliest of these, 225 WMain Street, is a small 2-story end-gable
Greek Revival house with a center entrance and central chimney. BDespite
the apvlication of asbestos siding, il remalns strongly suggestive of
its period of origin with its light paint color, dark exterior blinds,
and 6-over-b-pane window sash.

2948 Broad Street is a 3-story Ttalianate duple
875, It is squere and has a hip roof with a small I
over the mailn entry.

x Lhat dates ITrom
ront gable “unbered

A block of brick row houses, bullt circa 1682, stands at the south
west corner of the district. They are of eclectic design, combining
elements of Vietorian Gothic, Queen Anne and Romanesque styles in thelr
facades. The block is composed of 6 units: 2 double bay-window-fronted
units on either side of a flat-front double central pavilion, the central
units perched slightly higher atop English basements. The facade of this
block has recently been renovated with much off 1ts original cheracter
restored by ellect of polychromed ouint color wnd cleoned brickwoox.
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tnoztiribution to the 3 To alse aluost certaln w*ﬁh Tl
structure as well, as it (’Ollblﬁ.bo many desien elewments (incised Tlora

lwnueT decoration, chamfered mouldings, slabe roofs peaked wltb {Igaed

tile etc.) common to their other row house commissions of this period.

The Z2-family Queen Anne houses at 191 and 195-9 Main Street were
built by 2 bxcthw s in 1894 and 1888 respectively. They are sinilar
in design, with front-gable roofs, central octagonal bays, and entry
vorticos on eithez side. At 317-21 Main Street is a late-~l9th-century
L-unit avartment house with a storelront underneath. It is 3 stories
high with & flat roof. 2 bracketed and dentillated cornice, double-
window fenestration and paired octagonal bay windows are its distinguisi-
ing characteristics.
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The William D. Bishoo Cotteage Develovment National Register District
consists primarily of one of Bridgeport's first extensive tract developmeubs,
a community olanned esvecially to provide an innovative housiug scheme for
lower-income workers. It can be said almost with certainty to be an luport-
ant work of the Palliser Brothers, a Bridgevort architectural firm until
1882 which was instrumental in elevating the style of workingmen's Archi-
tecture to a level equal Lo the mainstream of late-Victorian tusbe .o
terion C).

William Darius Bishop was an important [igure in the developumenteal
history of Bridgeport {Criterion B). He was the son of Alfred ©B. bishcp,
builder of the Morris Canal across New Jersey as well as the Housatonic
Railroad between Bridgeport and Pittsfield, Massachusetts. William was a
one~time Congressman from Falrfield Coupty, served as oresident of both the
Naugatuck a and the New York and New flaven Ra ilroads, and was actively inter-
ested in the acquisition,amd subdivision of real estate. His South Eud
holdings were in an area considered at the tlwe to be ideal for low-income
housing--in close proximity to both Tactories and Seaside Park, which pro-
vided opportunities for recreation for those unable to alford carriages to
escape the city, yet in an area where land prices were still relatively
inexpensive.

The architectural vartnership of George and Charles lCalliser was pro~
bably of more wide-ranging iuwportance than any other such firm jn the city
history. Their national clientele is evidencod by examples used in their
numerous pattern books from acrogss the United States. Appare itly buoyed by

the success ?i EEPLT first development for ".T. Barnuwm and David W. 3herwood
“'(‘r’*
in Lne mid-1870s*, Lhey became involved with various other members of the

city's COMﬁeT01a] and industrial elite in the erection of workers'! housing.
A cottaao mailaye very similar to Bishop's, for cx&mole, was bullt along
Bassick Avenue in thHe West End for retired gold miner Edmund C. Bassiek in
1882-4°. It included a similar number of cottages, several L-family frame

I
Located for the most part on Lewis and Cottage Streets, it is included in
the Division Street Nat]onal Register District

zAccepteu for study for possible National Register by the Connecticut Review
Board as "Bassgickville™, June 1978



FIMA]JOR BIBLIOGRAPHICAL REFERENCES

N/A

[JGEOGRAPHICAL DATA

ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY 3.00

QUADRANGLE NAME __ B doenarh

UTM REFERENCES .

AL,8] Ld5.2D 2,0) 4,515818,9 0

Z?NE EASTING NORTHING

el1s] Ldsiolupi0) leisk sles ol
ol | L DL b

QUADRANGLE scALE _7e o minute

5 15 8] 92,0

NORTHING

BiL ,8]
"ZONE = EASTING
D

FiLigl Ldsiolaool las baslas ol
ST [ 1 A IR VI T A

VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION
See Item 10 vage 1

LIST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES

STATE ‘ ) CODE’ COUNTY CODE
N/A N/A N/A N/A
STATE : CODE COUNTY CODE
N/A N/A N/A N/A
[§1FORM PREPARED BY .
NAME / TITLE

11’\3 PN ) X

r‘r—‘
at.

.
e Fa)
VTOTT

i i
‘bhdAﬂl‘zﬁloh T
Bridgeport Architecture Conservancy

Consué%ggi)’? -

Qetobor 1070

. STREET & NUMBER TELEPAONE

128 Walnut Street 203.3364.,5737
CITY OR TOWN ~ STATE'

Brideeport Cannecticut

EBSTATE HISTORIC PRESERVATION OFFICER CERTIFICATION

THE EVALUATED SIGNIFICANCE OF THIS PROPERTY WITHIN THE STATE IS:

NATIONAL ___

STATE_X _

LOCAL

As the designated State Historic Preservation Officer for the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 89-665), |
- hereby nominate this property for inclusion in the National Register and certify that it has been evaluated according to the

criteria and procedures set forth by the National Park Service.
»

r’

P o

STATE HISTORIC PRESERVATION OFFICER SIGNATURE / ;’]//7/1:7 ~FR ;Ww (
=

TITLE Director, Connecticut Hlstori’cal Commission DATE

May 21, 1982

GPO 921-803



FHR-8-300A
(11/78)
UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
HERITAGE CONSERVATION AND RECREATION SERVICE

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES
INVENTORY -- NOMINATION FORM

William D. Bishop Cottage Development
Bridgevort, CT

CONTINUATION SHEET ITEM NUMBER I3 PAGE >

tenements, and a block of brick row houses.

The probable Palliser row houses at 256-70 “road Street are important
as an element of an apparent major effort by the firm to acquaint Bridge-
port with this type of urban architecture. Up to this time, the city's
dwellings outside the Tire zone were almost entirely of wood-frame, detached
construction. Between 1880 and 1884 the Pallisers were responsible for a
large number of these brick blocks in many sections of the city, usually
built as income provperty for wegalthy citizens who resided elsewhere. AU
least a dozen of these survive’. Avparently these blocks did not find
favor in Bridgeport, and only a handful were constructed bebween the time
of the Palliscers' depasrture and the beginning of the World War I housing
boom. In fact, the original desipn concept for the Bishop Development

as outlined in the Bridgeport Standard of 12 November 1880 called for "four
or Tive! blocks of Tow housing with only 12 cottages--the popularity of the

cottages would seem to have been the reason for the alteration in plans.

Originally the cottages were named after tree species ("Elm Cottage',
"0al Cottage™ etc.) rather than numbered, with signs over their entrances.
The Bridgeport Standard of 22 May 1882 commented "The idea 1s a very prelbly
one, and useful as well, as 1t enables a straunger to distinguish one from
the other, a very important consideration when it is remembered that the
cotbapges are almost exactly alike in outward appearance™.

The original occuvants of the Bishop Davelopment were the fGerman,
Trish and rural New England workers who made up the bulk of the city's
labor force at the time. A listing of Cottage Place residents gleaned from
the Bridgevport City Directory of 1882 (see Appendix 1, Item g page L)
reveals that this development was the home in the 1880s of the noted in-
ventor Charles F. Ritchel (Criterion B}. Ritchel, a friend of Thomas Ldi-
son and an associate of P.T. Barnum, invented and flew a powsred flying
31 .. a1 ~” T K] at A - PRI R, al v en N

These include, according to a Bridgevort Architecture Conservancy survey,
the Clark Marsh Block (1884), 99-115 William Street; Lli Dewhurst Blocks
(1881, and 1880), 185-91 und 2010 larriet Strect; Henry Setzer Block (1882},
526-3], Bast Washington Avenue; Danile H. Ferris Block (1883), A469-73 Noble
Avenue; 0.C. Jennings Block (1883), 1264-8L “ark Avenue; Rudolph Laubscher
Block (1881), 50~60 Clarence Street; P.T. Barnum Block (1880), 283-97 Han-
over Street, and the Daniel E. Marsh Blocks (1882), 376-88 Barnum Aw:iue
and 63-77 Beach Street

cm o et e s o e e b e et i ot e St b oot Wi B e W o S e ot o S5 Mt i e WA n e e i M4 ke SRT M bois N Gk wnw enn % (A R e G e Do ok e e o g e i b
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machine in 187%h and was also responsible for the invention of such
diverse objects asc th% roller skate, magnetic can opener and convex
amusement park mirror

The Bishop Development was an early precursor of a concept which

was to bring Bridgeport housing to national prominence in later years—-
that of the insular workers' village, an enclave of innovatively- 6651pued
often identical housing units for the lower-income populace usually sit-
vated in the midst of an otherwise-unplanned urban Sprawle Prececdad only
by the Barnum-Sherwood Development (DLVW&JOQ ubreebwﬁlu74~9) this idea
was to be further developed at Bassickville (1882-4) and Armstrong Ylace
(located in the Fast Bridgeport Natlonal Register Diotrlctu»ldbbu ), and
reached its culmination in terms of worldwide recognition in the develop-
ments of the Lemlmdton Arms Company (1915-16) and the Bridgeport Lousing
Company (1917-18)°. ' )

o o e b o o o ek it o e W i i T el crve et i e San S Sk e P ETM L e s N bR g £ Foa A SR S o e 8 S i N e STl e S R e o S T S s S N S S e S £ e TR S e T

hItems describing this craft deLﬁIPd in the dlidgqgort deuddtd, local

news onage, jb F@b]f‘llrl ry ]d"/u, l; ZELICfl 1L>/o, 1 h\ ~11 lﬁ(u, Tj g e U)WA
18 June 1878,8 July 1878 and 23 November L ’73, it was pictured on the
cover of Frank Leslie's Illw%urau@d Newspaper 13 July la7e

-
A more complete list is contained 1n Ritchel's obituary, bridgeport
Herald 22 January 1911, page 1

6 ‘
ACC&‘OCG(’L Tor Tnv opoueible National Heg

shuds ister listing as a thematic
nomination by the LOQH@FLTCUB Review Board, Se ep’

Lerbor 1977
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ORIGINAL TENANTS OF COTTAGE PLACE (from Bridgeport City Directory, 1832)

3 Cottage Place (Ash Cottage) Margaret Somerset (widow of Thomas)
Miss Margaret Somerset

L, Cottage Place (Locust Cottage) Thomas Hutchins, timekeeper, Wheeler &
Wilson Sewing Machine Co.

9 Cottage Place (Birch Cottage) E.S. Votey, agency supt., American Ord-
nance Co.

10 Cottage Place (Pine Cottage) Albert B. Clough, machinist
John Rhodes, molder

15 Cottage Place (Walnut Cottage) Henry H. Smith, carpenter
Eugene Smith, bundle clerk W.B. Hall
Dry Goods Co.

16 Cottage Place (Laurel Cottage) Jesse Morley, machinist

27 Cottage Place (Cedar Cottage) Andrew Krouse, engraver, stencil cutter
& die sinker

28 Cottage Place (Cypress Cottage) Edward McGonegal, machinist

33 Cottage Place (Oak Cottage) George Stoll, harness maker & saloon
keeper
Emma Rogge, dressmaker

3L Cottage Place (Spruce Cottage) Peter Breit, machinist
Peter Breit Jr., carver
William Breit, tool maker

39 Cottage Place (Elm Cottage) Arthur C. Howard, tuner, organ shop
Leon A. Charter

LO Cottage Place (Maple Cottage) C.F. Ritchel, inventor & manufacturer
of toys
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The William D. Bishop Cottage Development includes the following
area in the City of Bridgeport:

J

Sta tlny at a point of intersection with the south streetl line of
Whiting Street and the west street line ol Main Street;

Thence southerly for a distance of 890,37 feet, more or less, to a
point of intersection with the north property line of land now or
formerly of Angelo & Clara LoConte;

Thence we

ste 9 feet, move or le“*, to a point
of inters ci

srly for a distance of 169 I

ton with the east street lirce of Broad Strect

Thence norbhetly for a distance of 793.067 feet, more or less, Lo a
noint of intersection with the south strect line of Whiting Strect;

Thence easterly for a distance of 219.49 . c@t, wmore or less, to a point
of intersection with the west uth@L line of Main Street
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