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The William D. Bishop Cottage Development is a 2j-block residential 
district in the South End of Bridgeport, located 4 blocks south of the 
Connecticut Turnpike and Downtown and a half -block north of the entrance 
to Seaside Park at its closest point* It is surrounded by 'a mixed 
residential/industrial/university neighborhood* To the north is the 
Marina Village housing project, a brick 3-story complex of functionalist 
design (1941)* The opposite side of Main Street , which forms the east 
boundary, is occupied by warehouses, vacant lots and small commercial 
establishments as well as a handful of isolated Victorian dwellings 
which do not relate to the development theme of this nomination. The 
south boundary excludes several vacant lots and a fast-food restaurant 
with its parking area which separates the district from Seaside ijark. 
The west boundary is formed by' Broad Street, across which are university 
'and industrial parking lots and three widely-separated, non-relating 
Victorian houses*

Of primary interest is a collection of 35 small wood cottages^ (there 
were 36 originally), a planned workers 1 development of the Bishop Realty 
Company. These cottages, with only ninor differences, are Ig-story 
Carpenter's Gothic-style structures, L-shaped, with front- and side-gable 
roofs. They can be divided into 2 categories— those erected in the 
spring of 1$$0 and those built in the summer of

The IBBO cottages line both sides of Atlantic Street. Unlike their 
later counterparts, 'the houses on this block display differing variants, 
The corner houses at. both Main and Broad Streets have octagonal front 
bays, in contrast to the flat single-window fronts of the houses in bet­ 
ween, and squared dining; room bays on the sides facing the street. ̂ The 
cottage at the southwest corner of Atlantic and Main Streets, seemingly 
intended to be a "flagship" house of the community, has a square tower ̂ 
with a pyramided roof rising from the recesses between its front and side 
projections.

In other respects, however, these houses are very much alike. They 
have clapboarded walls with decorative board-and-batteri pediments^ in trie^ 
gables, extending slightly more than half-way down the length of Uhe^gable 
windows* Characteristically, there la ;-. side entry porch v^ti' L, rooi 
trwb slopes to the front which is supported by a single j3'UK rc^ost^ 
ornamented by rounded brackets, In the side of the roof opposite tne ̂ 
entry are two dormers, decorated with ornate bargeboards and board-arid- 
batten pediments over the windows. The roof gables apparently once con­ 
tained jig-saw frets of floral design fighlighted by twin 8-pointed_ stars 
in the centers (currently extant on only 2 of the 12 cottages of this 
type)*

The 1S81 cottages face Broad, Main and Whiting Streets and Cottage 
Place* The only variant these contain is in the entry porch, the Cottage^ 
Place houses having a side-sloping roof supported by open half-timber worK,
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99 ATLANTIC STREET

100 ATLANTIC STREET

105 ATLANTIC STREET

106 ATLANTIC STREET

112 ATLANTIC STREET

113 ATLANTIC STREET

121 ATLANTIC STREET

122 ATLANTIC STREET

127 ATLANTIC STREET

128 ATLANTIC STREET

133 ATLANTIC STREET

134 ATLANTIC STREET 

256 BROAD STREET 

258 BROAD STREET 

262 BROAD STREET 

264 BROAD STREET 

268 BROAD STREET 

270 BROAD STREET 

274 BROAD STREET 

282-8 BROAD STREET 

294-6 BROAD STREET 

368 BROAD STREET 

376 BROAD STREET

Earl C. Sullivan
19 Rocky Ridge Drive Trumbull CT 06611
Pedro Gonzalez
100 Atlantic Street
Louise Brown
105 Atlantic Street 
Flora L. McNemar
106 Atlantic Street 
Nicholas & Maria Andriolas
112 Atlantic Street 
Christine & Redden Spain
113 Atlantic Street 
Lottie & Herman Johnson
121 Atlantic Street 
Raymond J. Timmons
122 Atlantic Street 
George & Edna Denese
127 Atlantic Street 
Mary Wegrzyn
128 Atlantic Street 
Kathryn Provasoli, trustee
133 Atlantic Street
Eugeniusz & Stanislawa Kropivnicki
134 Atlantic Street
Dorothy P. Lansdale
256 Broad Street
Edna M. Hearst
258 Broad Street
Barry Comen
262 Broad Street
Samuel & Lillian Motan
264 Broad Street
Nathaniel W. Plotkin
268 Broad Street
Carolyn H. Davis
270 Broad Street
Thomas Hardiman
274 Broad Street
University of Bridgeport
219 Park Avenue
Broad Street Associates
268 Broad Street
Rudolph & Elizabeth McCalaster
368 Broad Street
Peter & Stella Maikos
376 Broad Street
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384 BROAD STREET 

390 BROAD STREET

3 COTTAGE PLACE

4 COTTAGE PLACE 

9 COTTAGE PLACE 

10-12 COTTAGE PLACE

15 COTTAGE PLACE

16 COTTAGE PLACE

27 COTTAGE PLACE

28 COTTAGE PLACE

33 COTTAGE PLACE

34 COTTAGE PLACE

39 COTTAGE PLACE

40 COTTAGE PLACE 

189-91 MAIN STREET 

195-9 MAIN STREET 

203 MAIN STREET 

211-13 MAIN STREET

225 MAIN STREET

295 MAIN STREET 

303 MAIN STREET 

309 MAIN STREET 

317-21 MAIN STREET 

77 WHITING STREET 

85 WHITING STREET 

93 WHITING STREET

Brian T. McCray
384 Broad Street
Diego Luquis
390 Broad Street
William & Barbara Bush
3 Cottage Place
James T. Sullivan
842 Ruth Street Bridgeport 06606
Lidell & Ruby Pettway
9 Cottage Place
Gorbach Properties Inc.
407 Clinton Avenue Bridgeport 06605
Miguel & Alicia Marrero
15 Cottage Place 
Marilyn Jones
16 Cottage Place 
William & Doris Gathers
27 Cottage Place 
Lester & Mattie McPhail
28 Cottage Place 
Helenc!Worden
33 Cottage Place 
Lucille & Earl Noble
34 Cottage Place 
Jesse & Agnes Askew
39 Cottage Place 
Carlos & Gloria Ortiz
40 Cottage Place 
University of Bridgeport 
219 Park Avenue 
Vernon Murphy 
195 Main Street 
Timothy & Kathleen Mulloy 
203 Main Street 
University of Bridgeport 
219 Park Avenue 
Charles Dowd
294 Broad Street 
Diego & Myrna Torrens
295 Main Street
Marshall Rucker & Effie Riddick
303 Main Street
Sea Breeze Cafe Inc.
309 Main Street
Stavros Frankis
319 Main Street
Juan & Iris DelValle
77 Whiting Street
Phillip & Carmen Russell
85 Whiting Street 
Ernesto & Nora Garni a. en TAihit-inrf c+-
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1

with the others front-sloping with open spindly-work across^the top. 
Generally speaking, they have one-story octagonal bays in front, ooara- 
and-batten sections above coupled second-story windows, and bowstring- 
arch decorations in the gables.

At the present time only one of the cottages has been demolished* 
Located at the north west corner of Main Street and. Cottage Place 5 _it 
has been replaced by a non-contributory industrial structure, of cinaer- 
block construction faced with red brick, which is one-story high with 
a flat roof. Another cottage at 319 Main Street was raised up one lioor 
and a restaurant inserted beneath in the early part of the present cen­ 
tury. The remainder of the original components have escaped major re­ 
modeling other than the application of various kinds of niaintfc^iice-iree 
siding (on 22 out of 35 structures), porch enclosures, and removal oi 
decorative wood trim.

Although it has not at this point been documented, the architects 
of the development were almost certainly the firm of Pa.liiser, Pailiser 
& Co. The designs are so similar as to be almost identical to_plans 
published in their pattern books (particularly Plate V in £allisers 
American. Cottage Homes and Plate VI in P^ls^rls Mod^l Horn^s) . ihe 
flctorian Gothic architecture mingled with early Queen Anne detail is 
typical of the firms earlier (Bridgeport-based) work.

There are six additional buildings within, the district boundaries,, 
The earl'est of these, 2?5 Main. Street, is a small 2-story end-gabxe 
Greek Revival house with a center entrance and central chimney, bes 
the application of asbestos siding, it remains strongly suggestive 01 
its period of origin with its light paint color, dark exterior blinas, 
and 6-over-6~pane window sash*

294~c* Broad Street 
1875. It is square and 
over the main entry.

is a 3-story Italianate duplex that 
has a hip roof with a small front gable

at the south 
combining

A block of brick, row houses,
west corner of the district. They ^ .. . ,, 
elements of Victorian Gothic, Queen Anne and nornariesque suyles in u.ieir 
facades. The block is composed of 6 units: 2 double bay-winaow-ironced 
units on either side of a flat-front double cei.tral pavilion, the central 
units perched slightly higher atop Kngllsh basements^ Tne lacauu 0.1 unib 
block has recently been renovated with much of its origj..na ;L cnaracL-er

. _ J T..., «.pr'.-.^-(- ,-, P --,,-, 1 -vrnVi'i"/ \\'\-\ ,-::-. t'\ -r-, :':,'] Y}'\". Pnln'i" ;'. Ti fj f, I (.",'•:•! i i e* i Ul'l Cxv-WO.L"restored uy effect of polychromed
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-An attribution to the PalJ.isers is also al.ui.ost certain with this 
structure as well, at, it combines many design elements (incised flora], 
lintel decoration 3 chamfered mouldings, slate roofs peaked with glared 
tile etc.) common to their other row house commissions of this period*

The 2-family Queen Anne houses at 191 and 195-9 Main Street were 
built by 2 brothers in 1$94 and 1$$$ respectively. They are similar 
in design, with front-gable roofs, central octagonal bays, and entry 
porticos on either side. At 317-21 Main Street is a late-19th~century 
4-unit apartment house with a storefront underneath. It is 3 stories 
high with a flat roof. A bracketed and dentil.Hated cornice, double- 
window fenestration and paired octagonal bay windows are its distinguish- 
i rig c h a. ra c t e r 1. s t i c s .
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The William D, Bishop Cottage Development National Register District 
consists primarily of one of Bridgeport's first extensive tract developments, 
a community planned especially to provide an Innovative housing scheme for 
lower-income workers. It can be said almost with certainty to be an import­ 
ant work of the Palliser Brothers, a Bridgeport architectural ijrm until 
1$B2 which was instrumental in elevating the style of workirigmen's archi­ 
tecture to a level equal to the mainstream of late-Victorian taste -,Jri- 
terlon C) .

William Darius Bishop was an important figure in the developmental 
history of Bridgeport (Criterion B), He was the son of Alfred S. Bishop, 
builder of the Morris Canal, across New Jersey as well as the Housatonic 
Railroad between Bridgeport and Pittsfield, Massachusetts, William was a 
one-time Congressman from Fairfie.ld County, served as president of both the
Naugatuck and the York and New Haven Railroads, and was actively inter­
ested in the acquisition.and subdivision of real estate. His South End 
holdings were in an area considered at the time to be ideal for low-income 
housing—in close proximity to both factories and. Seaside Park,, which pro­ 
vided opportunities for recreation for those unable to afford carriages to 
escape the city, yet in an area where land prices were still relatively 
inexpensive.

The architectural partner-ship of George and. Charles 'Palliser was pro­ 
bably of more wide-ranging importance than any other such firm in the city's 
history, Their national clientele Is evidenced by examples used In their 
numerous pattern books from across the United States* Apparently buoyed by
the success_of their first development for P.T. Barnurn and David w. Sherwood 
in the mid~l$70s , they became involved with various other members of the 
city's commercial and Industrial elite In the erection of workers 1 housing, 
A cottage village very similar to Bishop 1 s, for example, was built along 
Bassicjj Avenue in ths West End for retired, gold miner Edmund C. Bassi«k"ln 
18S2-4-. It Included a similar number of cottages, several 4~fam:Lly frame

Located for the most part on Lewis and Cottage Streets, it is Included in 
the Division Street National Register District

2Accepted for study for possible National Register by the Connecticut Review
Board as "Bassickville", June 197$
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tenements, and a block of brick row houses.

The probable Palliser row houses at 256-70 "road Street are important 
as an element of an apparent major effort by the firm to acquaint Bridge­ 
port with this type of urban architecture. Up to thi,
dwellings outside the fire zone were almost entirely of wood 
construction. Between 1$$0 and 1&V 84 the Pallisers were resp

t i in e , the c i t y T s 
wood-frame, detached

jponsible for a
large number of these brick blocks in many sections of the city, usually 
built as income property for wealthy citizens who resided elsewhere. At 
least a. dozen of these survive^. Apparently these blocks did not find 
favor in Bridgeport, and only a handful were constructed between the time 
of the Pallisers 1 departure and the beginning of the World War I housing 
boom. In fact, the original design concept for the Bishop Development

"four
of the 

in plans.

U \^j {jliL * -i,. i A JU o* v/ w 5 w i a. v> v_/ J- .j™. £.-., -i.. j. j.' --'- -j- WL v^ »w _t. ^ -, j. j, "-.- -^ - * -^ ^ (••- •«• — — — — - - i .i

as outlined in the Bridgeport Standard of" 12 November 1880 called for 
or five" blocks of row housing with only 12 cottages—the popularity 
cottages would seem to have been the reason, for the alteration

Originally the cottages were named after tree species ("Elm Cottage", 
"Oak Cottage" etc,) rather than numbered, with signs over their entrances. 
The Brd^^ort Standard of 22 May l£$2 commented "The idea is a very prebl,y 
one, an'd^useful as well, as it enables a stranger to distinguish one from 
the other, a very important consideration when it is remembered that the 
cottages are almost exactly alike in outward appearance".

The original occupants of the Bishop Development were_the German, 
Irish and rural New England workers who made up the bulk of the city's 
labor force at the time. A listing of Cottage Place residents gleaned from 
the Bridgeport City Directory, of 1&32 (see Appendix^, Item 8 page 4^ 
reveals that this development was the home in the 1880s of the rioted in-^ 
ventor Charles F. Ritchel (Criterion B), Ritchel, a friend of Thomas Edi­ 
son and an associate of P.T. Barnum, invented and flew a powered flying 

_____—— _ ___^ .———„_-.,...
These include, according to a Bridgeport Architecture Conservancy survey, 

the Clark Marsh Block (18&*.), 99-115 William Street; Eli Dewhurst Blocks ̂ 
(lo£L and l^^-O), 1^5-91 and 201-9 Harriet Street; Henry Setzer Block (18^2) 
526-34 East Washington Avenue; Danile H. Ferris Block (1^3), 469-73 Noble 
Avenue; O.C, Jennirigs Block (1^3), 1264-&, "'ark Avenue; Rudolph Laub
Block (1881), 50-60 Clarence Street; 
over Street, and the Daniel E. Marsh 
and 63-77 Beach Street

P.T. Barnum Block (1&30) 
Blocks (1^2), 3?6-£3 Barnum

2S3-97
• cher
Han- 
rae
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machine in l&V^ 1', and 
diverse objects as th« 
amusement park mirror

was also responsible for the invention of such 
5 roller skate, magnetic can opener and convex

The Bishop Development was an early precursor of a concept which 
was to bring Bridgeport housing to national prominence in later years— 
that of the"'insular' workers f village, an enclave of innovatively-designed, 
often identical housing units for the lower™income populace usually sit­ 
uated in the midst of an otherwise-unplanned urban sprawl*^Proceeded only 
by the Barnum-Sherwood Development (Division 3treet--l$74-9)> this 
was to be further developed at Bassickville (1832-4) and Armstrong 
(located in the East Bridgeport National Register District—-1384-6 
reached its culmination in terms

'lace
and

.
ments of the Remipeton Arms Company (1915-16) and 
Company (1917-lS) 0 .

4ltems describing this craft appeared in the Brid^e^ort
' c>-'7rt ' ' "news t)age, 16 February 137$, 4 March 1373, 18 April 1878, 13 oune 

lo June'"'l373,3 July Io7o and 23 November 1373; it was pictured on 
cover of Frank I.eslie^s Illl^tra'ted S^sHM^E 13 July 1^7^

A more complete list is contained in Ritchel ! s obituary, Br 
Herald 22 January 1911, page 1

6 for stuv-!-- ? nv po^oible National Register listing as a thematic 
nomination by the Connecticut Review Board, September 1977
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ORIGINAL TENANTS OF COTTAGE PLACE (from Bridgeport City Directory,

3 Cottage Place (Ash Cottage) Margaret Somerset (widow of Thomas)
Miss Margaret Somerset

4 Cottage Place (Locust Cottage) Thomas Hutchins, timekeeper, Wheeler &
Wilson Sewing Machine Co.

9 Cottage Place (Birch Cottage) E.S. Votey, agency supt., American Ord­ 
nance Co •

10 Cottage Place (Pine Cottage) Albert B. Clough, machinist
John Rhodes, molder

15 Cottage Place (Walnut Cottage) Henry H. Smith, carpenter
Eugene Smith, bundle clerk W,B e Hall 
Dry Goods Co.

16 Cottage Place (Laurel Cottage) Jesse Morley, machinist

27 Cottage Place (Cedar Cottage) Andrew Krouse, engraver, stencil cutter
& die sinker

2$ Cottage Place (Cypress Cottage) Edward McGonegal, machinist

33 Cottage Place (Oak Cottage) George Stoll, harness maker & saloon
keeper 
Emma Rogge, dressmaker

34 Cottage Place (Spruce Cottage) Peter Breit, machinist
Peter Breit Jr., carver 
William Breit, tool maker

39 Cottage Place (Elm Cottage) Arthur C, Howard, tuner, organ shop
Leon A. Charter

40 Cottage Place (Maple Cottage) C.F. Ritchel, inventor & manufacturer
of toys
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The William D. Bishop Cottage Development includes the following 
area in the City of Bridgeport:

Starting at a point of intersection with the south street line of 
Whiting Street and the west street line of Main Street;

Thence southerly for a distance of $90.37 feet, more or less, to a 
point of intersection with the north property line of land now or 
formerly of Arigelo & Clara LoConte;

Thence westerly for a distance of Io9 feet, jnore or less, to a point 
of intersection with the east street line of Broad Street;

Thence northerly for a distance of 793*6? feet, more or less, to a 
point of intersection with the south street line of Whiting Street;

Thence easterly for a distance of 219*49 feet, more or less, to a point 
of intersection with the west street line of Main Street.
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