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The Milano Hotel, built in 1905 on the cliffs above the Pacific Ocean between
Gualala and Bowens Landing, California, is a two story frame venacular struc-
ture in the "Flat Front Italianate" style. It is built entirely of redwood
by local craftsmen of the period under the direction of the owner Batiste
Luchinetti who operated it as a hotel, saloon and dining room.

The upstairs contained seven hotel rooms and two bathrooms, and the main
floor contained the family living quarters and a saloon, dining room, sit-
ting room and kitchens. Two of the original outbuildings survive, the car-
ridge shed and a small bharn.

In later years the building was modernized by the removal of the second
floor perch, and picture windows were installed in place of the multipaned
windows. The bar and dining room were converted to bedrooms and much of the
incidental Victorian detail was covered,

Current restoration plans (supported by the accompanying drawing), based
upon historical photos, will return the Milano Hotel to its authentic orig-
inal 1906 appearance.



EJ SIGNIFICANCE

PERIOD
—PREHISTORIC —ARCHEOLUGY-PREHISTORIC
--1400-1499 —ARCHEOLOGY-HISTORIC
--1500-1599 —AGRICULTURE
——1600-1699 _XARCHITECTURE
-—1700-1799 —_ART
——1800-1899 —COMMERCE
X.1900- —COMMUNICATIONS

—COMMUNITY PLANNING
—CONSERVATION
—ECONOMICS

—_EDUCATION
—ENGINEERING
—_EXPLORATION/SETTLEMENT
—INDUSTRY

—INVENTION

AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE -- CHECK AND JUSTIFY BELOW

—LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE
—LAW

—LITERATURE

_MILITARY

—MusIC

__PHILOSOPHY
__POLITICS/GOVERNMENT

__RELIGION

__SCIENCE
__SCULPTURE

X SOCIAL/HUMANITARIAN
__THEATER
__TRANSPORTATION
__OTHER (SPECIFY)

SPECIFIC DATES Built 1905

BUILDER/ARCHITECT

Batiste Luchinetti

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Gualala, California on the Mendocino “oast, about 30 miles north of Fort
Ross and 20 miles south of Point Arena, was an important Logging area at
the turn of the century, and a stopping point on the stage route hretween
Fort Koss and Mendocino Village.

It was to this area that an Italian immipgrant and wine grower,
Tuchinetti, trought his family, and upon observing the success
lala Hotel built in 1903, proceeded to construct his own small
" naming it "The Milano Hotel" after his homeland.

Batiste

of the Gua-
hotel,
Batiste huilt the Hotel

on a magnificent site on the cliffs above the Facific Ocean a wile north of
the villare of ualala, facing the trail that would become 0ld Highway One,

and the railroad serving the lumber mills of the North Coast.
a popular stopping place for travelers on their way to

Hotel soon became

The Milano

Fort Rragg or San Francisco, as well as the lumbermen who came out of the
woods on Saturday night to enjoy a bath, a few drinks, and family style Ital-

ian dinners.

Horn and still in use today.

The meals were cooked on a hugh iron stove shipped round the

The Milano Hotel is bounded on the South by "Big Gulch" which was spanned at
the turn of the century by a large timber trestle carrying both the road

and the railroad.

After crossing the trestle the railroad passed about fifty

feet from the front porch of the hotel (the trestle was torn down in the
19L0's when Hirhway One was still visible).
torical sirnificance for veing one of the wirfest guage roads in the coun-
try, having been built so that two oxen could walk between the rails pul-
lin~ the carsj when the lumher companys bought their first steam locomo-

tive they had to have special wode wheels built to fit the tracks.

The logging railroad is of his-~

Because of the prominence of the large white two story tuilding on the

tluf'fs, it quickly became a well known landmark for ships plving the coast
and in about 1715 provided shelter for the crew of a shipwreck off Castle
Rock just in front of the property.

The Hotel survived the San Francisco zZarthquake of 1906 with only the loss
of the hottles on the btack bar of the saloon, and through the years has
been a social focal point for many of the activities of this small community

includines many oi the wedding parties of the local families.

It is for these

reasons that the hotel is significant in its contritutions to the lumber
industry and the development of transportation and commerce in this remote
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coastal area. It is our intention to restore the Milano Hotel to its 1906
appearance and function.

Current restoration rlans will return the Milano Hotel, built in 1906, to
its orisinal architectural avpearance and integrity. Once restored, the
hotel will represent an important extant example of the region's turn-of-

the-century venacular architecture, and represents a locally significant
contribution to the regrion's social history.



