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The B. P. Waggener house Is an irregularly shaped three-story 
structure with a basement. J^ife large Victorian style house with its
accompanying carriage house and grounds occupies one- fourth of a city 
block in one of the city's older residential neighborhoods.

The exterior red brick walls are 18 inches thick, trimmed with 
limestone and have a rough limestone base. There are several belt 
courses of limestone at different levels but none run the entire per­ 
imeter of the house.

In form the roof is an irregular hip featuring two red painted 
galvanized metal griffins on the ridge. The roofing material is slate. 
A number of dormers with windows add to the roof's irregularity. The 
dormers vary in style and size and some act as roofs over small bal­ 
conies. Six red brick chimneys serve the fireplaces which are situated 
on all floors. The exterior wall is separated from the roof by a large 
decorative cornice.

The window openings on all floors are tall , narrow rectangles which 
feature massive limestone lintels. The dormer windows range from rec­ 
tangles to semicircles. The east and south elevations feature a massive 
corner porch of decorative masonry and brick arches which build to a 
large arched entry with a gable roof on the east.

The interior possesses great charm and is also highly functional. 
Still remaining are seven of the original 11 fireplaces, which feature 
imported glazed tile. Many of the rooms have inlaid parquet floors. 
The woodwork, most of which is hand carved, features rosewood, cherry 
and mahogany. The den at the northeast corner of the house features 
an extensive hand carved mantel, and is now the only room in the house 
with a hand painted ceiling. Reportedly all rooms had such ceiling 
borders originally. There are two stairways, a large open one from 
the central hall of the first floor to the second floor and a closed 
one in the rear which runs from the first to the third floor. The 
second floor presently consists of one large open hall and four bed­ 
rooms, each. with its accompanying bath. The third floor consists of 
a large high-ceilinged open area used by the original owner as his 
law library. Many of the book shelves remain as does the fireplace. 
With its skylights, secret compartment, well- finished woodwork, and 
east balcony, the library is one of the more interesting elements of 

the house.

The most obvious exterior alteration is the existing., massive 
brick porch which wraps around the southeast corner of the house. 
Porches of similar design, although smaller, are also on the north 
and west facades. As nearly as can be determined from old drawings 
and photographs, | these porches replaced smaller frame ones some time 
between 1894 an$ 1909 . A little used door on the south was made 
unusable when an elevator was installed near the closed stairway more 
than 30 years ago. A door has been cut to provide access from the 
south parlor to the front porch.
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A considerable number of changes have been made to the interior 
over the years. Four fireplaces have been removed. The large carved 
mantels for some of the remaining fireplaces have been taken off and 
placed in storage. Particularly on the second floor, modifications 
have been made to the walls and to provide space for bathroom facilities

\ . i   
The large brick and frame carriage house which served the original

owner as a stable, barn, cow shed, carriage house and servants' quarters 
is now used as a garage and for storage. Originally, the basement of 
the carriage house contained the furnace which furnished the steam 
heat for the house.

8. In the course of his long career B. P. Waggener became one of the 
best known and most influential citizens of Atchison. He endeared him­ 
self to the children of the community by annually giving a huge picnic 
on his birthday and inviting all the children to be his guests. This 
celebration became such a big event that it drew thousands of young­ 
sters and on September 27, 1911, even brought President Taft to Atchison 
to congratulate Waggener on his beneficence. Taft had been in Kansas 
on a four-day speaking tour and had that morning participated in corner­ 
stone ceremonies for the Memorial Building (home of the Kansas State 
Historical Society) in Topeka; On the afternoon of the 27th, President 
Taft spoke to an estimated 40>000 people gathered at Atchison 1 s 
Forest Park for Waggener's annual picnic and presented to him a large 
silver loving cup. The President concluded his remarks by saying, 
"In behalf of the citizens of!Atchison, it becomes my pleasure to 
present this beautiful loving|cup to Mr. Waggener as a token of the 
sincerity and good fellowship and the gratitude of his fellow towns­ 
people, who value him highly ks a citizen, a neighbor and a friend. I 
congratulate you, Balie Waggener, upon having obtained such eminence 
as this."

yThe Balie P. Waggener house at 819 North 4th street was built in 
1884-86 at a cost estimated by the Atchison Daily Champion at $30,000. 
(Waggener's grandson, who bears the same name, places the cost at 
$100,000.) Workmen began laying the foundation toward the end of 
September, 1884, and a local newspaper reported in May, 1885,that the 
contract for painting the house had been awarded. The Champion on 
January 1, 1886, in an |article summarizing the community's progress 
in 1885 stated, "The finest residence out of many commenced or finished 
during the year is that of Balie P. Waggener, on North Fourth street, 
now nearly ready for occupancy." Though the house was seldom the 
scene of large social gatherings, owing to Mrs. Waggener's preference 
for a quiet and routine homelife, the residence was known to all 
Atchison citizens. After Waggener's death in 1918 his widow resided 
there until her death a few years later. The house remained in the
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8. Waggener family ownership until the early 1950"s when the present 
owner acquired it.

The house is significant primarily for its association tfcbthBBalie 
P. Waggener, a man deeply involved with Atchison and its development. 
Architecturally, it is a good example of the pretentious Victorian 
architecture of the 1880's. The Waggener house has been one of the 
landmark homes of Atchison for many years.

9. Connelley, William E., History of Kansas and Kansans (Chicago, Lewis
Publishing Co., 1900), pp. 23-25. 
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Meeting of the Bar Association of Kansas (n.p., 1919), pp. 14, 15. 
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State Historical Society library.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

For almost 50 years one of Atchison 1 s leading citizens was Balie 
P. Waggener, lawyer/ politician, investor and friend of the city's 
children. Waggener was born in Missouri in 1847 but came to Atchison 
while still a young man and studied law in the offices of Judge A. G. 
Otis and George W. Click (the first Democratic governor of Kansas in 
1883). Following his admission to the bar in 1867, Waggener formed a 
partnership with Albert H. Hbrton, who later became chief justice of 
the state supreme court.

Shortly after his 21st birthday Waggener was elected to the 
Atchison city council. He served as mayor of the city in 1889 and again 
in 1895. Waggener served in the state house of representatives in 1903 
and in the state senate in 1905 and 1907. By political affiliation, 
he was a Semocrat. In the elections of 1902 and 1904 he achieved 
victory in a Republican district in what were generally Republican years, 
a tribute to the high regard in which he was held by the people of 
Atchison.

A man known for his concern and involvement in Atchison business, 
Waggener was named president of the Exchange National Bank in 1892 and 
held that position until his death in 1918. Waggener's wife was the 
daughter of William Hetherington, founder of the bank.

Even though his many interests ranged from alfalfa farming to the 
promotion of electric street cars in Atchison, Waggener was primarily 
a lawyer. His large law library, considered one of the most extensive 
in the country in private hands, was housed on the third floor of his 
home. He had complete sets of the original annual statutes published 
in each state prior to the establishment in 1890 of the U. S. statutes 
publishing service. Waggener's reputation as a trial lawyer was wide­ 
spread and he argued cases before the U.S. Supreme Court. In 1876 
 Che Missouri Pacific railroad retained him as its general attorney, a 
post he held until 1910 when he was named the railroad's general 
solicitor for Kansas, Nebraska and Colorado.
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