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7. Description gmpak Dover, Missachusetts

Condition Check one Check one
excellent deteriorated unaltered _X_ original site
good ruins altered moved date
~eir unexposed

Describe the present and original (if known) physical appearance

Elm Bank, Dover, is the former estate of Alice Cheney Baltzell and her
husband. Dr. William Hewson Baltzell. Located on the Dover-Wellesley border,
16 miles southwest of Boston, the 182-acre property is bounded on three sides
(north, east, and west) by the Charles River and stands on a peninsula marking
the northernmost point of the town of Dover. Some of the elm trees from which
the area and the estate take their name remain standing on the riverbank. The
buildings of the estate were most recently used by the Quinobin Regional
Technical Vocational High School. The eleven buildings and two foundations
that stand on the property are clustered on a flat plain about 550 yards above
the river and are surrounded by slightly rolling, wooded land. Access to the
estate is via Washington Street (Route 16) in Wellesley and a bridge (Cheney
Bridge) over the Charles River.

Across the river to the west, and running up to Cheney Bridge is a residential
area of Wellesley with lot sizes of about 1/2 to 2 acres. Further west is an
adjoining residential area of South Natick. The bridge is a single span,
single lane, steel reinforced bridge with four wrought iron lampposts at its
ends (built ca. 1907). North of EIm Bank, across the river in Wellesley, and
east of the Cheney Bridge are sparsely located residences, an open field, and
woods. To the east are more woods and sparsely located residences, and a
lowlands outlet from Lake Waban into the Charles. Between the 2,900-foot
southern boundary of EIm Bank and Dover Road, Dover, which parallels the
boundary approximately 1,100 feet to the south, are single-family residences.

The property consists of: (1) Baltzell House, a Neo-Georgian residence
designed by Carrere and Hastings and built in 1907; (2) the tool shed (ca.
1920); (3) the carriage house (ca. 1920); (4) the Tudor Revival-style
gardener's house (ca. 1876); (5) the superintendent's house, also Tudor
Revival style (ca. 1876); (6) the boathouse (ca. 1910); (7) the garage (ca.
1930, with recent alterations); (8) a potting shed and greenhouse (ca. 1920
with extensive ca. 1980 alterations, noncontributing); (9) the woodbuilding
shed (ca. 1960, noncontributing); (10) the Quinobin School Administration and
Classroom Building (1957, noncontributing); (11) an A-frame greenhouse shed
(ca. 1980, noncontributing); and (12A and B) two bridges (one, Cheney Bridge,
at the main entrance from Washington Street in Wellesley [ca. 1907], and the
other spanning the manmade inlet at the northeast side of the property [ca.
1920], both contributing).

Also on the property are the remains of several formal gardens (all three are
considered contributing elements; two, a formal English garden and an Oriental
garden of which very little remains, were landscaped by Olmsted Brothers in
the early 1920s), a tennis court (laid out by the Baltzells in the 1920s, this
too is a contributing structure), and three soccer fields. In 1983, the
Quinobin School began construction of two new school buildings (13A and 138)
on the property, which were abandoned after the concrete foundations were laid
when the site was declared surplus by the Board of Higher Education. These
foundations, too, are noncontributing.
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(1) Baltzell House, Exterior

Baltzell House was begun in August 1907 and completed the following year. It
replaced a Stick Style summer house erected on the property by Mrs. Baltzell's
father, Benjamin P. Cheney, in 1875 and demolished by the Baltzells ca. 1905.

The present house is a three-story brick-faced residence built on a full
basement of poured concrete. The core of the house is also concrete. The
Neo-Georgian-style structure is topped by a slate hipped roof with copper
gutters. Sited facing south toward the plain, th« house is located on sloping
ground so that the basement level on the northern side is fully exposed. The
east facade faces the former English formal gardens with ornamental trees and
hedges. Further east are the Quinobin buildings. The north facade overlooks
the lower river plains and the manmade inlet. Beside the inlet are overgrown
steps, all that remain from an Oriental garden. The western facade faces a
smaller formal garden and the site of the former home of Benjamin Pierce
Cheney. No above-ground traces of the latter remain.

Designed by the prominent New York architectural firm of Carrere and Hastings,
the Baltzells' new residence demonstrated classical symmetry and restraint,
echoing the large but unostentatious Georgian mansions of the late 18th and
early 19th centuries.

To preserve the magnificent elms that had surrounded the Cheney home, the new
two-story house was sited a short distance away, on a raised knoll, approached
by Italian marble steps set in a marble balustrade. Constructed of brick laid
in Flemish bond. EIm Bank has very little ornament. Each corner of the house
has brick quoins, a touch of understated dignity. Unfluted columns with lonic
capitals announce formal front and garden entrances. Over each entrance is a
balustrade matching that in front of the house. Above the capitals are several
bands of decorative beadings, with paneled modillion blocks just below the
balustrade. Similar modillion blocks appear at the eaves around the house,
unifying the structure and creating a light-colored horizontal course to
contrast with the red brick.

Except for the front facade, which is set on a high marble-faced foundation,
the house sits close to the ground, resting on a wide marble watertable. As
this marble course wraps around the house, it is substantially above ground to
the north and west, where the ground level falls away.

The structure is essentially symmetrical in plan, with its front entrance
centered in a synmetrical five-bay-wide, one-bay-deep rectanglar block.
Extending back from the center of this block is another rectangular block,
recessed on the east and west to allow an open entry porch facing the east
garden and a closed promenade of the same size to the rear.

conti wec\
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S.yninetry is evident on the eastern garden facade, with the three-bay porch
framed by two identical projections two bays wide and one bay deep. A
four-bay ell beyond the main block houses utility areas (kitchen, pantry, back
hall, and stairs). Projecting from the west facade at the end of the closed
promenade is a one-story library ell, part of the building's original plan.
The ell disturbs, but does not destroy, the symmetry of that facade.

The classically derived symmetry of the house is pronounced from important
sides--that is, those sides seen by visitors. However, from the back or
delivery/servants view, the house looms as a 2 1/2 story brick mass, and is
not as correct in its proportions as the main part of the house.

Windows on the second floor of the mansion are 6/6, while larger, more formal,
12/12 windows are on the first floor. Doors and windows are trabeated
throughout, with the exception of the west facade, where tall, glazed arches
surround the promenade's round-headed French doors. (Similar glazing appears
in the utility ell of the house and around the carriage house doors.) All
window and door trim is painted white, in further contrast with the red

brick. The front door is tall and paneled; the transom glass protects an
intricate pattern in wrought iron. Brick voussoirs surmount the door. French
doors at the garden entrance have paned transoms and similar brick voussoirs.

The five chimneys are brick, with paneling and subtle corbelling. Dormers
pierce the slate roof, providing light for the third floor servants quarters.

Interior

The building's exterior recalls the Georgian style; the interior detailing of
its main rooms is equally reminiscent of a well-appointed 18th century house
in the sunptuous ornamentation of its ceilings, wall panelling, and
fireplaces. The arrangement of rooms, however, is far removed from the 18th
century. The hall is longer than it would be in any Georgian house, and it
has a width and spaciousness that make it seem more than just a corridor. The
marble-floored hall leads to all the main rooms--to the left, the reception
room, and to the right, the music rooms, the ballroom, and the dining room.
Towards the back of the hall, to the left, is the library (said to be a
replica of that of Sir Walter Scott), and beyond it to the left, also off the
hall, are side stairs with low, easy risers. Upstairs is a suite of bedrooms
for the mistress and master of the house, plus a guest suite and other guest
rooms. All these rooms have an amplitude that makes the house seem generous
and welcoming. The building also includes three v/all safes. The house has
stood vacant since 1981.

continued
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Architectural historian Richard Chafee viewed EIm Bank in 1985 and writes that
he was particularly struck by the relationship of one room to the next, and of
the building's interior to the landscaping outside:

What interests me almost more than the individual rooms,
though, is the relationship of inside and outside, for
that too is part of the planning. As one walks through
the hall, one looks out to the west across a terrace
defined by a wall with, beyond it, the meadow where the
elms used to be. From the ballroom, one looks out to the
east across another terrace with at its edge a balustrade
and beyond it, a planted allee of trees. Each of these
terraces is (or was) a garden, different in spirit from
what is beyond, more finely tended, more delicate. |In
effect, the architects have created a house with layers
of interior-exterior. Farthest inside, serving as a
spine for the house, is the hall. To each side of it, on
the ground floor, are the public rooms. Beysnd them,
though, is not simply the outdoors, but rather two
layers: the terrace gardens, and the landscape beyond.
The outer edge of the terrace gardens is constructed,
making them too a part of the house. With these terraces
the architects relate the house to the land subtly and
beautifully.

(Letter to Jean Berry, Chairman of

the Wellesley Historical Commission,

November 10, 1985)

There have been no exterior alterations to the Baltzell House since its
1907 construction. However, the interior has been modified in some places,
due to its use as a residence for the Stigmatine Fathers, and later as a
Show House for the Junior League of Boston in 1982 and 1983.

Outbuildings

A number of outbuildings flank the main house (1). See site plan for
specific locations.

(2) Tool Shed. Northeast of the Baltzell House is a structure described
as a small tool shed, also known since the time of the Olmsted landscaping
as "the Temple." It is actually an underground storage area, underneath a
patio. There is an obelisk on top of the patio, and this classical
reference gave rise to the "temple" appelation. The structure is three
bays wide, stone faced, and built into the hillside at a site that may have

continued



f(PS Form 1C-900-i oMB So.
'3-%2> Expires

United States Department of the Interior
National Park Service

National Register of Historic Places
Inventory—Nomination Form

Eln Bank, Dover, Massachusetts
Continuation sheet Item number A Page

formerly housed a barn (the present stone facade may once have been the
barn's foundation). Although seriously deteriorated, the structure retains
round-arched doorways framed by quoins. The shed was probably established
after the time of the construction of Baltzell House, and during the time
of the Olmsted Brothers' reconstruction of the gardens in the early 1920s.

(3) Carriage House. The hip-roofed carriage house with Georgian
Revival-style detailing echoes the main house. Built in the early 1920s,
it is brick walled and slate roofed, with three broad, round-arched bays in
its main block and two narrower bays in each flanking wing. Brick quoins,
a wood cornice with modillions, and an elaborate cupola add ornament to the
building. The main block's roof is pierced by three round-headed dormers.
The building now houses the kitchen and Carriage House Restaurant, run by
the Quinobin School for training students in the restaurant business. When
used as a carriage house, there were apartments at each end.

(4) Gardener's House. To the southeast of the carriage house is the
gardener's house, one of the two oldest structures standing on the
property. (The other is the Superintendent's House [5].) It was built ca.
1876 for use by the Chen8y family's gardeners. The house has a shingle and
stucco exterior, with Tudor Revival-style decorative half timbering,
multiple gables, and.a tall corbelled brick chimney.

(5) Superintendent's House. The Superintendent's House is the only other
building on the property dating to the tenancy of Benjamin Cheney. It is
located northeast of the carriage house. Built ca. 1876, it is a2
1/2-story stucco and shingled residence whose gabled, half-tiirbered dormers
are ornamented with traceried vergeboards. The building's two tall brick
chimneys are surmounted by multiple chimneypots.

(6) Boathouse. Northeast of the Baltzell House, and on the northern shore
of the manmade inlet of the Charles River is a boathouse, perhaps formerly
used to house small boats and canoes. It is now in poor condition. It was
built by the Baltzells in the 1920s. Built of brick, the square, three-bay
structure is framed by heavy brick quoins. The pyramidal hipped roof is
slate-sheathed.

(7) Garage. Hip-roofed with a modest finial-topped cupola, the present
garage is the result of an extensive renovation effort begun in the 1930s
and continued in the 1980s (including the substitution of modern metal
overhead doors for the early wooden ones). Originally, part of the garage
building may have been an underground root cellar or coal storage area (how
the garage's basement). Despite its alterations, the garage retains its
original ca. 1930 form, plan, and Georgian Revival styling. Because of its
historical associations as the housing for a wealthy family's many
automobiles, it is considered a contributing part of the estate.

continued
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(12) Bridges. There are two bridges at Em Bank. The larger (12A),
Cheney Bridge, is at the main entrance from Washington Street in

Wellesley. The stone bridge is a single span, single land, steel
reinforced bridge with four wrought-iron lanpposts at the two ends. It was
built by the Baltzells after 1907 to replace an earlier bridge built by
Benjamin Cheney, which itself was probably the third bridge at the site.

In the mid 19th century, the then-extant second bridge was called the
Loring Bridge. The smaller (12B) stone bridge spans the manmade inlet,
also called the "canal,” of the Charles River at the entrance to the wooded
northeast peninsula. It was part of the Olmsted Brothers' landscaping of
the estate ca. 1920.

Noncontributing Outbuildings

Included on the EIm Bank property are six noncontributing buildings and
structures. The Quiriobin School Administration and Classroom Building
(10), located east of the Baltzell House, is a two-story brick flat-roofed
building erected ca. 1957 by the Stigmatine Fathers, owners of Em Bank
from 1941 to 1976. There are two wooden sheds on the property. One (9), a
long, low structure used by the «Quinobin School for cabinetry and
woodworking, was constructed by the Stigmatine Fathers in the 1960s; the
other (11) is an A-frame greenhouse built by the school in 1980.

(8) Potting Shed and Greenhouse. East of the Carriage House is a brick
and glass building used as a greenhouse and potting shed, v”tich is used
today by Quinobin School to teach horticultural skills. The greenhouse
itself, erected ca. 1980 on the site of an earlier greenhouse, is the only
surviving part of the greenhouse complex that was on the Cheney and
Baltzell estates. While part of the present potting shed was built in the
1920s, the large brick addition was constructed ca. 1980. Because of the
large addition and the reconstructed greenhouse, this building is
considered noncontributing.

In 1983, the Quinobin School began construction of two additional buildings
(13A, 13B) to house its teaching facilities. Construction was halted viien
the Board of Higher Education declared the site surplus in 1984. The
foundations of poured concrete remain.

Lands caping

The grounds for the estate were designed between 1914 and 1927 (interrupted
by the First World War) by the Olmsted Brothers of Brookline, with at least
some of the work done by Frederick Law Olmsted Jr. This early 20th century
landscaping built upon that done previously for the Cheney family,

described in one source as "a picturesque blending of lawn, flower gardens,

coptiru-'ed
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hedges, driveways, walks, groves, and woods," with a formal garden that
resembled a "huge Turkish mat." In its prime, Baltzell House was graced
not only by Cheney's gardens near the entrance to the property, but also by
English and Oriental gardens to the east and north of the house, the work
of the Olmsted Brothers. Some ornamental trees, hedges, and stonework
survive from each garden.

The Olmsted firm's first project at Elm Bank consisted of a study for
converting the barn cellar to the northeast of the house into a Temple and
Temple Garden. Subsequent work included a formal English garden east of
the house on land that originally housed part of the greenhouse for the
Cheney Estate. An Oriental garden was laid out beyond the temple toward
the Charles River; it is a simple landscape with trees, pond, lawn shrubs,
and ferns. Materials for all the gardens came from a variety of sources:
the flagstone walk from the temple to the inlet and bridge came from the
Old Federal Building in Philadelphia, where George Washington took the Oath
of Office; the red bricks fronting the temple were taken from Boston
streets; the wrought iron gateways were imported from Florence and Perugia,
Italy; and the stone bridge in the Oriental Garden was a reproduction of
the bridge in the "Temple" of the Sun" at Yokohama, Japan. The marble
fountain in the tennis court came from Granada, Spain.

In a 1985 report on the landscape character of EIm Bank prepared for the
Division of Capital Planning and Operations, landscape architect John F.
Furlong describes the estate grounds today:

The overall impact of the landscape is not of decay and decline, but
of unattended maturity. Over the decades EIm Bank has literally
grown away from the landscape of meticulously cared-for showplace
replete with manicured lawns, formal gardens, and managed woodland.
The lawns persist today as playing fields, but the garden paths and
riding trails have blurred and been lost in the competition of
natural plant succession. The oak stands of the peninsula and mixed
plantings of the English Wood are in late maturity. The Temple
overlooks a shrinking pool, the stone bridge arches a canal choked
with weeds, and few places afford a clear, dry approach to the
Charles' edge.

Starting at the entrance off Route 16 there is immediate evidence of
the mature state of the plantings at Em Bank. The remaining trees
lining this avenue are large and time worn. Crossing the bridge,
the once open and grassy banks are covered with dense secondary
growth: Crabapple, Red Osier Dogwood, Snamp Maple, and Alder mask

conti nued
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the view of the river from the road. Moving counterclockwise, the
road's upland slope bears a doible row of mixed beech, cherries, and
oak in a windbreak of hemlock and spruce with a large grove of white
pines on either side of the road as it turns to circle the playing
fields. Gaps indicate storm-damaged limbs and lost plants. The
open space to the right is the site of the former shooting gallery,
now an area of rough grass, sapling white pines, and oaks edged with
fallen trees.

Along the southern boundary, the English Wood once having a light
and spacious character is now a tangle of shrubs and saplings under
oaks and sugar maples.

The grounds around the mansion are in a similar past-prime state.
The existing windbreak of the hemlock spruce surrounding the house,
tennis courts, and gardens are overgrown with many damaged limbs and
crowns. . . .[A]rborvitae and spruce hedges tower above and expand
into the elegant space they enclosed, blocking views once framed.
Paths and parterres punctuated with specimen trees of Weeping Em
and Larch disappear under tall grass. OId rhododendrons and yews
crowd around a forgotten garden ornament and flourish in drifts of
Pachysandra in parts of the more casually designed English Garden.
The temple perched above the Oriental Garden is engulfed in hemlocks
just as the pool is in marsh plants. Willows have taken the toll of
age and weather. . . . Katsura trees introduced into the planting
scheme can still be found even if the pattern of the design cannot.
English ivy covers the stepping stones. But in late summer the
fragrance of some unobtrusive native plant incorporated in the
original exotic theme perfumes the air just as it did decades ago.

In the corner of four acres of moamn field on the opposite side of
the delivery drive, a low wet meadow is the result of the mansion's
leaching field. Behind the grapes of the flat area north of the
gardens and canal is an old apple grove amid the canal, road, and
river. The latter's upland location offers unobstructed access to
the Charles and a panoramic view downstream.

Ar chaeology

Although no prehistoric archaeological sites are currently recorded on the
property, several sites have been reported in close proximity. Located
entirely within a large meander of the Charles River, this area would have
been attractive to native people for its hunting, fishing, and resource
gathering potential. The river terraces and other well-drained portions of

continued
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the property would also have served as likely areas for native settlement.
Given the large size of the property, it is very probable that significant
prehistoric sites are present. Since the patterns of prehistoric
occupation along the Charles River, and especially within the town of
Dover, remain poorly understood, any surviving sites would be significant.

There is some potential for significant historical archaeological sites as
well. Carefully planned survey and testing could assist in documenting the
location and configuration of the Jones farmstead. Since none of the
components of this 18th and early 19th century farm survive above ground,
archaeological investigation would be the primary means for understanding
the patterns of land use and economic development that characterized the
agricultural phase of this property's evolution from a farm to an estate.

Conti nued
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8. Significance gp gk Dover, Missachusetts

Period Areas of Significance—Check and justify below
prehistoric ,X archeology-prehistoric _ community planning  -X. landscape architecture __ religion
1400-1499 archeology-historic conservation law science
1500-1599 agriculture economics literature sculpture
1600-1699 architecture education military social/
1700-1799 art _ engineering music humanitarian
1800-1899 commerce exploration/settlement philosophy theater
1900- communications industry politics/government -3L. transportation
invention -X- other (specify)
1920- ca, 1930 community
specific dates ca. 187G, 1907, ca. Builder/Architect Carrere and Hastings devel opnent

statement of Significance (inone paragraph)

Eim Bank is a 182-acre estate in Dover, Massachusetts. Its centerpiece is
an imposing Neo-Georgian residence, Baltzell House, built in 1907 and
designed by Carrere and Hastings. Also on the estate are two ca. 1876
Tudor Revival-style workers residences, Georgian Revival-style carriage
house and garage, two early 20th century bridges, and the remains of three
formal gardens, two of which are attributable to Frederick Law Olmsted Jr.
and his firm, the Olmsted Brothers. In toto, the estate is comprised of
seven contributing buildings, six contributing structures, four
noncontributing buildings, and two noncontributing structures. Retaining
integrity of location, design, materials, and workmanship. EIm Bank holds
associations with the evolution of Dover from a rural farming community to
desirable enclave of the wealthy by the late 19th/early 20th century, The
property holds associations as well with Benjamin Cheney, one of the
founders of the American Express Company, and with his daughter, Alice
Cheney Baltzell, awealthy philanthropist responsible for the present
building and Olmsted landscaping. Elm Bank thus fulfils Criteria A, B, gd
C of the National Register of Historic Places on the local level.

Dover, established as part of the Dedham grant of 1636, saw its first
European settlement in the 1720s with only a few farms scattered across the
Charles River. The Elm Bank land was known originally as the "Natick
Plain." In 1784, the fourth district, or Springfield Parish, including EIm
Bank, was set off from Dedham as the District of Dover; nine years later,
Dedham and the District of Dover were included in the newly created Norfolk
County. In 1836, after several unsuccessful attempts to establish a
separate town, the District of Dover was incorporated by the Legislature.

Col. John Jones Jr. (1716-1801) built the first house at Elm Bank. He
purchased a farm described as "a tract of land lying on a neck of Charles
River in the northerly part of Needham, near Natick, containing 72 acres 24
rods," in 1740. Built in 1742, the house was located to the west of the
present Baltzell House. Aca. 1870 photograph shows a 2 1/2-story,
five-bay house with central entrance, rear ell, and a separate barn. (The
house was demolished in 1875.) Custom has it that native Americans planted
five elm trees along theriver prior to the construction of the first
farmstead by Col Jones. The Jones family, too, mayhave been responsible
for the trees, which grew on the northwest side of the property along the
Charles River. (One large elm survived as recently as 1984.)

John Jones Jr., husbandman, proprietor, justice of the peace, church
deacon, and surveyor, was one of early Dover's most influential citizens.
In 1784, he was a menber of the comnittee that gave the name "Dover" to the
na*/ly incorporated District of Dover, which he then served as Chairman of
the Board of Selectmen. In 1804, the property was sold by Adam Jones
(youngest son of John Jr.) to Captain Israel Loring, a sea captain from

(

1 nnn



NPS Form 10-900-* OM3 SO.
13-82) Expires

United States Department of the Interior
National Park Service

National Register of Historic Places
Inventory—Nomination Form

ElN Bank, Dover, Massachusetts A
Continuation sheet Item number Page

During the next seventy years, the property changed hands numerous times,
and by 1874 had grown to 147 acres, one of the largest farms in Dover.
Dover in the federal and early industrial periods remained a sparsely
populated area, primarily agricultural but with scattered milling sites and
small shops. In 1861, the Charles River Railroad was extended from Needham
to Medfield through Dover Center but had little impact upon the village's
growth; Dover remained isolated and relatively undeveloped. Access to the
nominated property was via a small bridge spanning the Charles River at the
peninsula's northernmost point (at least four bridges have crossed the
river at this point) and, beginning in 1852, Dover Street, later to be the
southern boundary of Elm Bank.

The estate's owner between 1870 and 1874 was the Honorable Theodore Otis,
who had been, from 1859 to 1860, the seventh mayor of Roxbury (incorporated
1846; annexed to Boston 1868). Otis was the first to build large
greenhouses on the estate; he was also probably the first to use the estate
as a summer home.

By 1870, Dover's population stood at about 630, little more than the
federal-period figures (1830: 548) and the town was still largely
agrarian. Two small village centers (at Farm Street and Centre Street) had
almost no coimercial development, and most housing was modest. But in the
late 19th century, Dover, still rural yet easily accessible to Boston,
became the chosen site for wealthy Bostonians' country residences. Vast
estates, some as large as 400 acres, were assembled. Some families
restored and enlarged the town's Georgian and federal-period farmhouses;
others chose to build their own homes in the late Victorian styles then
popular. Among the latter was Benjamin Pierce Cheney (1815-1895, who
purchased the i47-acre estate at auction in 1874 for $10,000. EIm Bank's
location at the northmost reaches of Dover, surrounded on three sides by
the Charles River, made it an attractive site for a rather remote summer
res idence.

Cheney spent the last 21 years of his life improving Elm Bank. In 1876, a
second, more stylish house was constructed to replace the 134-year-old
house that had been built by the Joneses. Designed by John A. Fox, a
Boston architect, it was a Stick Style building with asymmetrical plan,
four-story tower, and distinctive iron cresting. Cheney also expanded on
the size of his holdings. By 1888, he owned most of the land in Dover
north of Dover Street (now Dover Road) and by the time of his death in
1895, the estate had grown to over 200 acres. Under Cheney's ownership.
Elm Bank became known for its fine landscaping; during the sunmertime,
nearly five miles of trails and carriage paths were open to the public.
Cheney had several small but well designed residences constructed on the
estate to house the superintendant and head gardener. In 1894, the Annual
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Assessors' Report for the town of Dover listed EIm Bank as worth $34,780,
which was the largest valuation in the town. Also taxed as Personal
Property were: "Railroad Stocks--3287,000," five horses, five cows, ten
swine, one mule, thirty-eight fowl, eight carriages, the main house
(assessed at $17,000), stable and carriage house, farm house, barn,
greenhouses, and storage barn.

In 1899, Needham granted a franchise to build the Needham portion of the
Natick and Needham Street Railway along Charles River Street, the Needham
extension of Dover Street. The street railway was built and bordered Elm
bank on the west along the Natick border, where, when traveling in a
southerly direction, it turned left and then along the south side of Elm
Bank along Dover Street until crossing Baker's bridge into Needham and
Charles River Street and then to Needham Center via Chestnut Street. In
1901, this railway became part of the South Middlesex Street Railway which
then operated until December 18, 1903. Its impact was negligible, however,
and within two years, the tracks were removed.

Benjamin P. Cheney made his fortune in transportation. He began his career
as a laborer, working >n his father's blacksmith shop at the age of ten.
By the age of sixteen, he was a driver of a stagecoach first running
between Nashua and Exeter and later between Keene and Nashua; for six
years, he drove his stage 50 miles a day. In 1842, Cheney founded, with
partners Nathaniel White and William Walker, the Cheney & Company EXpress,
a carrier of packages and valuable mail with service between Boston and
Montreal and other routes. The company grew swiftly and by the Civil War
had become known as the United States and Canada Express Company. By 1880,
Cheney's company merged with the Anerican Express Company, of which he was
the largest shareholder, the treasurer, and a director. He was also part
owner of the Acheson rail system, the Northern Pacific Railroad, and the
Wells Fargo Express Company.

In 1905, the estate, then approximately 235 acres, passed to Benjamin
Cheney's oldest daughter, Alice (1867-1938). Upon her marriage to Dr.
William Hewson Baltzell in February 1907, she and her husband decided to
raze her family's Stick Style house and construct a new home for themselves
on the property. (Mrs. Baltzell's sister Mary also erected a stylish house
for herself in Dover.) Eager to have a fashionable residence, the
Baltzells engaged the eminent New York City architectural firm, Carrere and
Hastings. The firm was considered innovative in its espousal of classical
architectural styles. Both men had trained at the Ecole des Beaux Arts in
Paris; classicism, restraint, and harmony were Ecole trademarks. The
Baltzells also continued her father's interests in landscaping, hiring the
period's most prominent landscape firm, the Olmsted Brothers, to add to the
existing gardens and design new, even more elaborate ones as well. They

conti ruied
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also installed tennis courts, opposite the formal gardens (though severely
overgrown, these survive). The two small staff houses left from the Cheney
estate were retained by the Baltzells.

Unlike her father, Mrs. Baltzell used the house as a year-round residence.
Mrs. Baltzell was active throughout her life in a nunber of charitable
causes, both locally and in nearby Boston; among other posts, she was a
menber of the Board of Trustees of nearby Wellesley College. She died
childless in 1938, ten years after her husband, leaving Elm Bank to her
nephew Albert E. Davis. At the time of her death, the estate was assessed
at almost $150,000, at the time the largest valuation in the town of
Dover. Mrs. Baltzell stipulated in her will that Davis maintain Em Bank
as she had done. However, Davis declined; instead, it was offered by the
terms of the will to Wellesley College, v*ich also turned it down because
it was not able to make sufficient use of the property for educational
purposes to justify the extensive maintenance costs. Em Bank was then
offered to the Commonwealth of Massachusetts, to be part of the
Metropolitan Park System (now administered by the Metropolitan District
Commission). That gift, too, was turned down. Finally, Dartmouth College
accepted the property in 1939, and sold it to the Order of Stigmatine
Fathers in 1941 for use as a Major Seminary for Philosophers and
Theologians.

During the Stigmatines' tenure from 1941 to 1976, there were typically
about 20 monks in residence on the estate. While their alterations to the
property were few, they did erect religious statuary in the English formal
garden; some pedestals survive. The Stigmatine fathers ran a summer camp.
Carp ElIm Bank, on the estate during the 1960s and early 1970s. Beginning
in the late 1940s, the Stigmatines sold parts of the 235 acres to various
citizens in Dover and Wellesley. By 1976, the estate had been reduced to
182 acres; the new southern border of EIm Bank then became the nearly
straight carriage path running on an east-west line parallel to Dover Road
in Dover.

Ironically, the Connonwealth of Massachusetts did subsequently buy the
land, after lengthy legal disputes, for a site for the Massachusetts
College of Art. The original agreement with the Stigmatine Fathers was

executed in 1971 for "4.2 million. In 1973, the Commonwealth announced
that it did not wish to proceed with the contract because the originally
intended purpose, a public college, was not appropriate to the site. In

1976, the Supreme Judicial Court decided that the Commonwealth was required
to abide by the previous agreement, and the State College Board of Trustees
purchased the property.

In 1977, the Quinobin Regional Vocational Technical School was established
at Elm Bank, as the result of efforts of local citizens to advance such

continued
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training in the area. Member towns were Wellesley, Natick, Dedham, and
Milton. Among the skills taught there are woodworking and cabinet-making,
and culinary arts (the Cheney Carriage House has been converted into The
Carriage House Restaurant, which is open to the public daily for lunch.)
While the Baltzells' house was and remains vacant during the property's use
by Quinobin, the estate's outbuildings were utilized and a new
administration building was added, the school will leave the property in
1987.

In April 1984, the Board of Regents decided that it had no future plans for
the property and Elm Bank reverted to the control of the Department of
Capital Planning and Operations. That department is charged to maintain
the property while finding another state agency that may use the property.
If no state agency seeks to use the property, it will be offered to the
town of Dover and Norfolk County. The nomination of the property to the
National Register has been initiated as an effort to ensure the
preservation of Elm Bank's historic qualities.

Elm Bank's major significance lies in the design and detailing of its main
structure, the Baltzell House, and the house's relationship to its
landscaping. Its architects, John Marvin Carrere and Thomas Hastings,
were, writes Richard Chafee,

"two distinguished American architects in a generation that was to a
great extent trained in Paris at the Ecole des Beaux Arts. There,
at the turn of the century, it was believed that the present was a
continuation of the past, and consequently students learned to
design in earlier styles of architecture. Thus, for example,
Carrere and Hastings did work that looks Spanish, Baroque, French
Louis XIIlI, and English Georgian; and early of these styles they
handled with great assurance. It is in their ornament--for example,
the interior finishes in EIm Bank--that . . they especially show
this proficiency as revivalists. They also have another great
skill, howevei—planning. It was the main concern of the teaching
at the Ecole des Beaux Arts, the planning of buildings so that
people . . . could circulate easily, perceiving the architectural
spaces through which they moved. In Em Bank . . . this intent to
make circulation an architectural experience [is realized].

Carrere and Hastings left a body of important and monumental public
buildings, as well as notable residences. The New York Public Library
(1895-1902) is their best-known public building. It was vital to them that
a building and its landscape be united, that the grounds of an estate
complement the buildings, that neither should overwhelm the other. What
scholars know of Elm Bank's carefully thought out landscape is harmonious
with the mansion. Furthermore, Carrere and Hastings were acclaimed for

1024-001 3
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pinpointing each client's needs and designing to fit ~ they did not force

a particular style or arrangement on their clients, although most of their
work had a French Renaissance origin. The Baltzells would have helped
determine how their house was laid out, what would be suitable for them, a
wealthy older couple, with no children, but many servants. By giving their
clients this voice in the design, Carrere and Hastings were able to produce
designs of diversity and functional ism.

The esteem in which Carrere & Hastings were held by their contemporaries
was highlighted in Vol. 27 of the Architectural Record (1910). Paired
with, and yet distinguished from, McKim, Mead & White as architectural
innovators, Carrere & Hastings provided much needed guidelines for later
architects. "Revivalists from the start," noted the Record, they broke
from the 19th century's mixed styles and confusion about what was proper
American architecture. They felt that "American tradition must be based on
European tradition ... (and) unimpeachable authority." To Carrere,
especially, the unimpeachable authority was French Renaissance classicism.
Renaissance models seemed suited to large public buildings and to important
residences. In the latter, grandeur yielded "to charm and

intimacy.. (without) pretentiousness "



9. Major Bibliographical References

See contination sheet

10. Geographical Data

Acreage of nominated property 182 acres

Quadrangle n.m, Natick, Mass. Quadrangle scale 1 ;25.00Q

UTM References

"LuaJ Nil inUiQinl LiJc. B Sad ALE] BIllol4 6 IAfilq1 7inl
Zone Easting Northing Zone  Easting Northing

CLLHJ I~ . 7Laj |46 » 2\ 2ifil nl DUJJ 09 Is.0.0l 14.s13.?l.i.ninl

ETI 9 I13lo 0I5 2?2d |Afilai 9 7i«inl

GLU | lel el | |1]] HLI T 11T el el

Verbal boundary dascription and justification

See contination sheet

List ail states and counties for properties overlapping state or county boundaries

state N/A code county code

state code county code

11. Form Prepared By

Betsv Friedberg, PreservationPlanner, Miss. Historical Conmssion with Mrri:'?

nameftitle Anm, Chairperson, Friends of Eln Bank

organization Mass. Historical Comission date October 1985

street a number Boylston Street telephone 517-727-8470
: Boston Massachusetts

city or town state

12. State Historic Preservation Officer Certification

The evaluated significance of this property within the state is:

national state -J L local

As the designated State Historic Preservation Officer for the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 89-
665), | hereby nominate this property for inclusion in the National Register and certify that it has been evaluated
according to the criteria and procedures set forth by the National Parle Senrlce.

State Historic Preservation Officer signature lirPryU/rgn
Executive Director, Massachusetts  Historical Comriissioni, r rA L 5/
StatP  Histori- PrPservatinn Offiror KItAI"UArOI I nOfi

For NPS use onty
| hereby certify that this property is included in the National Register

date

Kaapar of tha N«tk)nai Ragistar

Attaat: date
Chief of Registration



gy 100> OMB So. 10240013

Expires 10-31-37
United States Department of the Interior
National Park Service
National Register of Historic Places
Inventory—Nomination Form
S Eln Bank
Continuation sheet poyer, Massachusetts Item numt)er Page

Major Bibliographic References
Architectural Record, Volume 27, 1910, pp. 1-120.

Brown, G. Waldo, History of Hillshorough, New Hampshire, 1735-1921, Volume
[l. Manchester , New Hampshire, 1921.

Bryant, Keith L., Jr., History of the Acheson , Topeka and Santa Fe. New
York, 1974.

Bump, Morrison, The Story of EIm Bank. Dover, Massachusetts, 1984.
Cochran, Thomas C, Railroad Leaders, 1845-1890. New York, 1965.
Forbes, Allan, Taverns and Stagecoaches of New England. Boston, 1953.

Furlong, John, et al., "EIm Bank, Dover, Massatrhusetts: Landscape
Character." Prepared for the Division of Capital Planning and Operations.
Boston, 1985.

Hale, Everett, "ElIm Bank, Wellesley," in Picturesque Architectural New
England, Volume 2. Boston, 1899.

Johnson, Allen, and Dumas Malone, eds.. Dictionary of American Biography,
New York, 1929:

"John Merven Carrere," Volume 11, page 518.

"Benjamin Pierce Cheney," Volume |1, Part 2, page 50.

"Thomas Hastings," Volume IV, page 388.

Landscape Architecture, "Frederick Law Olmstead, 1870-1957, An Appreciation
of the Man and his Achievements,"” by Edward Clark.

Perry, Amos, Book of Minutes of Col. John Jones of Dedham, Massachusetts,
Boston, 1894.

Shaefe, Rev. J. P., Jr., "B. P., Cheney Place," in A Review of the First
Fourteen Years of the Historical, Natural History and Library
Society of South Natick, Mass., 1884.

Smith, Frank, "Captain John Jones, Jr.," manuscript on file at the Dover,
Mass., Public Library.

, A History of Dover, Massachusetts, as a Precinct, Parish,
District and Town. Dover, Mass., 1897.

Conti nued



' NPS Form 1C-90a-i

OMB So.
cM2)

Expires

United States Department of the Interior
National Park Service

National Register of Historic Places

Inventory—Nomination Form

Eln Sank

Continuation sheet Dover, Massachusetts ltem number Page

Bibliography, continued

, Dover Farms, in which is traced the Development of the
Territory from the First Settlement in T57D~To~T9W” DoVer, MassTT914.

Streeter, Ruth Cheney, "Benjamin Pierce Cheney, 1815-1895," unpublished
manuscript written at Morristown, New Jersey, in 1963, a copy of

which is located at the Dartmouth College Library, Hanover, New
Hampshire.

Whiting and William Lyman Phillips, The National Cyclopedia of American
Biography. NewYork, 1909:

"John Merven Carrere," Volume 11, page 325;

"Benjamin Pierce Cheney," Volume 10, page 213;

"Thomas Hastings," Volume 15, page 159.

1024-0018
10-31-37



NPS Form 1C-900-*

Expires
United States Department of the Interior
National Park Service

National Register of Historic Places
Inventory—Nomination Form

ElIm Bank, Dover, Massachusetts
Continuation sheet Item number 10 Page
Verbal Boundary Justification

Beginning at a point at the Southwest corner of the property, the boundary
flows downstream with the Charles River between Dover and Wellesley to the

bridge over which the access road enters. From the bridge North is a strip of

land, approximately 51 feet wide, which runs to Route 16 in Wellesley.
Returning to the Charles River, the boundary continues along the river in a
northeasterly direction until reaching the end of a peninsula and then the
river turns southerly to the Southeast corner of the property. The line of
the boundary between the Southeast and Southwest corners of the property
follows an old carriage path, which is more exactly described on a Plan,
20044A, filed with the Land Court at the Registry of Deeds in Dedham, Mass.,
and attached to Certificate of Title 35632.

See also the attached assessor's map.

Qi"g vo.
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While Elm Bank's nailing address is in Wellesley, the property is wholly located in

Dover.
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ELM BANK
NCRFCLK GAUNTY, NMA
REVI EW GOMMENTS

Generally, this i sa well-organized and well-written nom nation
whi ch documents that this property i seligible for listing i n the
National Register wunder criteria A B, andCat thelocal level;
however, some clarification i snecessary toenable its listing.

Areas of significance; Prehistoric andhistoric archeology are
unsubstantiated as applicable areas of significance for this
property. Thedocumentation alludes t ot he potential of the
property topotentially yield information, anddoes not reference
a specific research design applicable totheproperty, nor any
identified archeological features or sites. Please revise
documentation accordingly.

The information provided on |andscape architecture i s mostly
descriptive, not evaluative. From thedescription provided, t he
integrity of t helandscape i nits current conditioni s
questionable as impacted by "unattended maturity." I s the

| andscape t obe considered significant as thework of a master or
as representative of a period or a style? | flandscape
architecture i st obe substantiated, please further developthe
historic context for the evaluation of t helandscape at t helocal
level, relative t oother comparable t oother works of t he master,
or other properties of t hesame period or style. Also, boththe
contributing andnon-contributing features of t helandscape nust
be identified, andthey should be indicated ont hesketch map and
counted. Please revise documentation accordingly.

Contributing andnon-contributing, Please reviev/ sections #7 and
#8, t hesketch nap key, thephotograph reference nunmbers and t he
canting sunmary for consistency. The text sections do not
clearly match upwith thekey, nor do t heresource nunbers on t he
photographs.

Boundary; I nthearea of thesteel bridge (12A), doest he
boundary include all of t hebridge? The boundary, as delineated
on thesketch map andt he USG5 nap, appears tocut through t he
bridge. Please clarify and/or correct.
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7. Description gmpank Dover, Massachusetts

Condition Check one Check one
excellent deteriorated unaltered _ A original site
good ruins X altered moved date

Xfair unexposed (see text)

Describe the present and original (if known) physical appearance

Elm Bank, Dover, is the former estate of Alice Cheney Baltzell and her
husband. Dr. William Hewson Baltzell. Located on the Dover-Wellesley border,
16 miles southwest of Boston, the 182-acre property is bounded on three sides
(north, east, and west) by the Charles River and stands on a peninsula marking
the northernmost point of the town of Dover. Sare of the elm trees from which
the area and the estate take their name remain standing on the riverbank. The
buildings of the estate were most recently used by the Quinobin Regional
Technical Vocational High School. The eight buildings, six sites, eight "
structures, and two objects that stand on the property are clustered on a flat
plain about 550 yards above the river and are surrounded by slightly rolling,
wooded land. Access to the estate is via Washington Street (Route 16) in
Wellesley and a bridge (Cheney Bridge) over the Charles River.

Across the river to the west, and running up to Cheney Bridge is a residential
area of Wellesley with lot sizes of about 1/2 to 2 acres. Further west is an
adjoining residential area of South Natick. The bridge is a single span,
single lane, steel reinforced bridge with four wrought iron lanpposts at its
ends (built ca. 1907). North of Em Bank, across the river in Wellesley, and
east of the Cheney Bridge are sparsely located residences, an open field, and
woods. To the east are more woods and sparsely located residences, and a
lowlands outlet from Lake Waban into the Charles. Between the 2,900-foot
southern boundary of Elm Bank and Dover Road, Dover, which parallels the
boundary approximately 1,100 feet to the south, are single-family residences.

The property consists of: Baltzell House, a Neo-Georgian residence designed
by Carrere and Hastings and built in 1907 (Map, #1); the tool shed (ca. 1920,
Mep #2); the carriage house (ca. 1920, Mgp #3); the Tudor Revival-style
gardener's house (ca. 1876, Map #4); the superintendent's house, also Tudor
Revival style (ca. 1876, Mgp #5); the boathouse (ca. 1910, Mg #6); the garage
(ca. 1930, with recent alterations. Mgp #7); a potting shed and greenhouse
(ca. 1920 with extensive ca. 1980 alterations, noncontributing. Mgp #8); (9)
the woodbuilding shed (ca. 1960, noncontributing); the Quinobin School
Administration and Classroom Building (1957, noncontributing. Mgp #10); an
A-frame greenhouse shed (ca. 1980, noncontributing. Map #11); two bridges
(one, Cheney Bridge, at the main entrance from Washington Street in Wellesley
[ca. 1907], and the other spanning the manmade inlet at the northeast side of
the property [ca. 1920], both contributing. Mg #s 12A and 12B, respectively);
and swimming pool (ca. 1960, noncontributing. Map #17).

Also on the property are the remains of several formal gardens (all three are

considered contributing elements: one represents the remains of the garden

planted by the Cheney family ca. 1876 [Map #16]; the other two, a formal

English garden [Map #15] and an Oriental garden [Map #14], were landscaped by
Continued
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Olmsted Brothers in the early 1920s). A tennis court (laid out by the
Baltzells in the 1920s, this too is a contributing structure. Map #18), and
three modern soccer fields (Map #19) are also present. In 1983, the Quinobin
School began construction of two new school buildings (Map #s 13A and 13B) on
the property, which were abandoned after the concrete foundations were laid
when the site was declared surplus by the Board of Higher Education. These
foundations, too, are noncontributing.

(Map #1) Baltzell House, Exterior

Baltzell House was begun in August 1907 and completed the following year. It
replaced a Stick Style summer house erected on the property by Mrs, Baltzell's
father, Benjamin P. Cheney, in 1875 and demolished by the Baltzells ca. 1905.

The present house is a three-story brick-faced residence built on a full
basement of poured concrete. The core of the house is also concrete. The
Neo-Georgian-style structure is topped by a slate hipped roof with copper
gutters. Sited facing south toward the plain, the house is located on sloping
ground so that the basement level on the northern side is fully exposed. The
east facade faces the former English formal gardens with ornamental trees and
hedges. Further east are the Quinobin buildings. The north facade overlooks
the lower river plains and the manmade inlet. Beside the inlet are overgrown
steps, all that remain from an Oriental garden. The western facade faces a
smaller formal garden and the site of the former home of Benjamin Pierce
Cheney. No above-ground traces of the latter remain.

Designed by the prominent New York architectural firm of Carrere and Hastings,
the Baltzells' new residence demonstrated classical symmetry and restraint,
echoing the large but unostentatious Georgian mansions of the late 18th and
early 19th centuries.

To preserve the magnificent elms that had surrounded the Cheney home, the new
two-story house was sited a short distance away, on a raised knoll, approached
by Italian marble steps set in a marble balustrade. Constructed of brick laid
in Flemish bond. EIm Bank has very little ornament. Each corner of the house
has brick quoins, a touch of understated dignity. Unfluted columns with lonic
capitals announce formal front and garden entrances. Over each entrance is a
balustrade matching that in front of the house. Above the capitals are several
bands of decorative beadings, with paneled modillion blocks just below the
balustrade. Similar modillion blocks appear at the eaves around the house,
unifying the structure and creating a light-colored horizontal course to
contrast with the red brick.

Continued
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Except for the front facade, which is set on a high marble-faced foundation,
the house sits close to the ground, resting on a wide marble watertable. As
this marble course wraps around the house, it is substantially above ground to
the north and west, where the ground level falls away.

The structure is essentially symmetrical in plan, with its front entrance
centered in a symmetrical five-bay-wide, one-bay-deep rectanglar block.
Extending back from the center of this block is another rectangular block,
recessed on the east and west to allow an open entry porch facing the east
garden and a closed promenade of the same size to the rear.

Symmetry is evident on the eastern garden facade, with the three-bay porch
framed by two identical projections two bays wide and one bay deep. A
four-bay ell beyond the main block houses utility areas (kitchen, pantry, back
hall, and stairs). Projecting from the west facade at the end of the closed
promenade is a one-story library ell, part of the building's original plan.
The ell disturbs, but does not destroy, the symmetry of that facade.

The classically derived symmetry of the house is pronounced from important
sides--that is, those sides seen by visitors. However, from the back or
delivery/servants view, the house looms as a 2 1/2 story brick mass, and is
not as correct in its proportions as the main part of the house.

Windows on the second floor of the mansion are 6/6, while larger, more formal,
12/12 windows are on the first floor. Doors and windows are trabeated
throughout, with the exception of the west facade, where tall, glazed arches
surround the promenade's round-headed French doors. (Similar glazing appears
in the utility ell of the house and around the carriage house doors.) All
window and door trim is painted white, in further contrast with the red

brick. The front door is tall and paneled; the transom glass protects an
intricate pattern in wrought iron. Brick voussoirs surmount the door. French
doors at the garden entrance have paned transoms and similar brick voussoirs.

The five chimneys are brick, with paneling and subtle corbelling. Dormers
pierce the slate roof, providing light for the third floor servants quarters.

I nterior

The building's exterior recalls the Georgian style; the interior detailing of
its main rooms is equally reminiscent of a well-appointed 18th century house
in the sumptuous ornamentation of its ceilings, wall panelling, and
fireplaces. The arrangement of rooms, however, is far removed from the 18th
century. The hall is longer than it would be in any Georgian house, and it
has a width and spaciousness that make it seem more than just a corridor. The
marble-floored hall leads to all the main rooms--to the left, the reception

Continued



OMB—no. 1024-0011
ExpiTKS 10-31-87

United States Department of the Interior

fe;For NPS u» onfy
Nationai Park Service

National Register of Historic Places

Inventory—Nomination Form
HBtn Bank, Dover, Massachusetts

N . Paae
Continuation sHetet liem number .

room, and to the right, the music rooms, the ballroom, and the dining room.
Towards the back of the hall, to the left, is the library (said to bea
replica of that of Sir Walter Scott), and beyond it to the left, also off the
hall, are side stairs with low, easy risers. Upstairs is a suite of bedrooms
for the mistress and master of the house, plus a guest suite and other guest
rooms. All these rooms have an amplitude that makes the house seem generous

and welcoming. The building also includes three wall safes. The house has
stood vacant since 1981.

sr>CBived
[sOete entered

Architectural historian Richard Chafee viewed Elm Bank in 1985 and writes that
he was particularly struck by the relationship of one room to the next, and of
the building's interior to the landscaping outside:

What interests me almost more than the individual rooms,
though, is the relationship of inside and outside, for
that too is part of the planning. As one walks through
thie hall, one looks out to the west across a terrace
defined by a wall with, beyond it, the meadow where the
elms used to be. From the ballroom, one looks out to the
east across another terrace with at its edge a balustrade
and beyond it, a planted allee of trees. Each of these
terraces is (or was) a garden, different in spirit from
what is beyond, more finely tended, more delicate. In
effect, the architects have created a house with layers
of interior-exterior. Farthest inside, serving as a
spine for the house, is the hall. To each side of it, on
the ground floor, are the public rooms. Beyond them,
though, is not simply the outdoors, but rather two
layers: the terrace gardens, and the landscape beyond.
The outer edge of the terrace gardens is constructed,
making them too a part of the house. With these terraces
the architects relate the house to the land subtly and
beautifully.

(Letter to Jean Berry, Chairman of
the Wellesley Historical Commission,
November 10, 1985)

There have been no exterior alterations to the Baltzell House since its
1907 construction. However, the interior has been modified in some places,
due to its use as a residence for the Stigmatine Fathers, and later asa
Show House for the Junior League of Boston in 1982 and 1983.

Outbuildings

A number of outbuildings flank the main house (1). See site plan for
specific locations. A brief descriptioi? of each outbuilding follows.

Continued
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(Map #2) Tool Shed. Northeast of the Baltzell House is a structure
described as a small tool shed, also known since the time of the Olmsted
landscaping as "the Temple." It is actually an underground storage area,
underneath a patio. There is an obelisk on top of the patio, and this
classical reference gave rise to the "temple" appelation. The structure is
three bays wide, stone faced, and built into the hillside at a site that
may haveformerly housed a barn (the present stone facade may once have been
the barn's foundation). Although seriously deteriorated, the structure
retains round-arched doorways framed by quoins. The shed was probably
established after the time of the construction of Baltzell House-, and
during the time of the Olmsted Brothers' reconstruction of the gardens in
the early 1920s.

(Map #3) Carriage House. The hip-roofed carriage house with Georgian
Revival-style detailing echoes the main house. Built in the early 1920s,
it is brick walled and slate roofed, with three broad, round-arched bays in
its main block and two narrower bays in each flanking wing. Brick quoins,
a wood cornice with modillions, and an elaborate cupola add ornament to the
building. The main block's roof is pierced by three round-headed dormers.
The building now houses the kitchen and Carriage House Restaurant, run by
the Quinobin School for training students in the restaurant business. When
used as a carriage house, there were apartments at each end.

(Map #4) Gardener's House. To the southeast of the carriage house is the
gardener's house, one of the two oldest structures standing on the
property. (The other is the Superintendent's House [6].) It was built ca.
1876 for use by the Cheney family's gardeners. The house has a shingle and
stucco exterior, with Tudor Revival-style decorative half tinbering,
multiple gables, and a tall corbelled brick chimney.

(Map #5) Superintendent's House. The Superintendent's House is the only
other building on the property dating to the tenancy of Benjamin Cheney.

It is located northeast of the carriage house. Built ca. 1876, it is a2
1/2-story stucco and shingled residence whose gabled, half-timbered dormers
are ornamented with traceried vergeboards. The building's two tall brick
chimneys are surmounted by multiple chimneypots.

(Map #6) Boathouse. Northeast of the Baltzell House, and on the northern
shore of the manmade inlet of the Charles River is a boathouse, perhaps
formerly used to house small boats and canoes. It is now in poor
condition. It was built by the Baltzells in the 1920s. Built of brick
the square, three-bay structure is framed by heavy brick quoins. The
pyramidal hipped roof is slate-sheathed.

/ Continued
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(Map #7) Garage. Hip-roofed with a modest finial-topped cupola, the
present garage is the result of an extensive renovation effort begun in the
1930s and continued in the 1980s (including the substitution of modern
metal overhead doors for the early wooden ones). Originally, part of the
garage building may have been an underground root cellar or coal storage
area (now the garage's basement). Despite its alterations, the garage
retains its original ca. 1930 form, plan, and Georgian Revival styling.
Because of its historical associations as the housing for a wealthy
family's many automobiles, it is considered a contributing part of the
estate.

(Map #s 12A, 12B) Bridges. There are two bridges at EIm Bank, The larger
(12A), Cheney Bridge, is at the main entrance from Washington Street in
Wellesley. The stone bridge is a single span, single lane, steel
reinforced bridge with four wrought-iron lampposts set atop granite
abutments at .the two ends. Awrought-iron railing encloses the bridge on
both sides. The bridge was built by the Baltzells after 1907 to replace an
earlier bridge built by Benjamin Cheney, which itself was probably the
third bridge at the site. In the mid 19th century, the then-extant second
bridge was called the Loring Bridge. The smaller (12B) stone bridge spans
the manmade inlet, also called the "canal,” of the Charles River at the
entrance to the wooded northeast peninsula. It was part of the Olmsted
Brothers' landscaping of the estate ca. 1920.

Noncontributing Outbuildings

Included on the Elm Bank property are six noncontributing buildings and
structures. The Quinobin School Administration and Classroom Building (Map
#10), located east of the Baltzell House, is a two-story brick flat-roofed
building erected ca. 1957 by the Stigmatine Fathers, owners of EIm Bank
from 1941 to 1976. There are two wooden sheds on the property. One (Map
#9), a long, low structure used by the Quinobin School for cabinetry and
woodworking, was constructed by the Stigmatine Fathers in the 1960s; the
other (Map #11) is an A-frame greenhouse built by the school in 1980.

(Map #8) Potting Shed and Greenhouse. East of the Carriage House is a
brick and glass building used as a greenhouse and potting shed, which is
used today by Quinobin School to teach horticultural skills. The
greenhouse itself, erected ca. 1980 on the site of an earlier greenhouse,
is the only surviving part of the greenhouse complex that was on the Cheney
and Baltzell estates. While part of the present potting shed was built in
the 1920s, the large brick addition was constructed ca. 1980. Because of
the large addition and the reconstructed greenhouse, this building is
considered noncontributing.

Continued
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In 1983, the Quinobin School began construction of two additional buildings
Mp # 13A 13B to house itsteaching facilities. Constructionwas
halted when the Board of H gher Education declared the site surplus in

1984. The foundations of poured concrete renain.

Landscapi ng

The grounds for the estate were designed between 1914 and 1927 (interrupted
by the First Wrld VWr) by the Ansted Brothers of Brookline, with at |east
sone of the work done by Frederick LawQnsted Jr. This early 20th century
| andscaping built upon that done previ ouslg for the Cheney famly,
described in one source as "a picturesque blending of lawn, flower gardens,
hedges, driveways, walks, groves, and woods,” with aformal garden that
resenbl ed a "huge Turkish mat." Initsprime, Baltzell House was graced
not only by the (:heney garden (Mp #16) near the entrance to the ﬁroperty,
but al so by Enﬂlish (Mp #15) and Oiental (Mp #14) gardens to the east
and north of the house, the work of the AQnsted Brothers. Sone ornanental
trees, hedges, and stonework survive from each garden.

The Qnsted firms first project at Hm Bank consisted of a study for
converting the barn cellar to the northeast of the house into a Tenple and
Tenpl e Garden. Subsequent work included aformal English garden east of
the house on land that ori(I]inaIIy housed part of the greenhouse for the
Cheney Estate. A Oiental garden was laid out beyond the tenple toward
the Charles River; itis asinple landscape with trees, pond, |awn shrubs,
and ferns. There is asmll nannade |ake crossed by a low Oriental-style
footbridge, nowseverely deteriorated. Materials for all the gardens cane
from avariety of sources: the flagstone walk from the tenple to the inlet
and bridge cane from the Qd Federal Building in Philadelphia, where George
Weshington took the Gath of Office; the red bricks fronting the tenple were
taken from Boston streets; the wought iron gateways were inported from
Florence and Perugia, Italy; and the footbridge inthe Oriental Grden was
a reproduction of the bridge inthe "Tenple of the Sun" at Yokohana,

Japan. The narble fountain inthe tennis court (Mp #18) cane from

G anada, Spai n.

In @ 1985 report on the |andscape character of Bm Bank prepared for the
Division of Capital Planning and Qperations, |andscape architect John
Furlong describes the estate grounds today:

The overall inpact of the landscape is not of decay and decline, but
of unattended maturity. Qver the decades Hm Bank has literally
grown avay from the |andscape of meticul ously cared-for showpl ace
replete wth nanicured |awns, formal gardens, and nanaged woodl and.

Cont i nued
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The lawns persist today as pl :éyi ng fields, but the garden paths and
riding trails have blurred and been lost inthe conmpetition of
natural plant succession. The oak stands of the peninsula and m xed
plantinEs of the English Vidod are in late maturity. The Tenple
over| ooks a shrinking pool, the stone bridge arches a canal choked
with weeds, and fewplaces afford aclear, dry approach to the
Charl es' edge.

Starting at the entrance of f Route 16there i s inmediate evidence of
the mature state of the plantings at HmBank. Therenaiaing trees
lining this avenue arelarge and time worn. Qossing the bridge,

the once open and grassy banks arecovered with dense secondary
growth: Crabapple, Red Gsier Dogwood, Swanp Maple, and A der nask
the view of the river fromthe road. Mving counterclockw se, the
road's upland slope bears a double rowof mxed beech, cherries, and
oak inawndbreak of hemock and spruce with a Iar?e grove of white
ines oneither side of the road asit turns tocircle the playing
ields. @ps indicate stormdanaged |inbs andlost plants. The
open space tothe right is the site of the fornmer shooting gallery,
][1ole|/anarea of rough grass, sapling white pines, and oaks edged wth
allen trees.

Along the southern boundary, the English Vidod once having a |ight
and spacious character is nowa tangle of shrubs and saplings- under
oaks and sugar napl es.

The grounds around the mansion arein asimlar past-prime state.
The existing wndbreak of the hemock spruce surrounding the house,
tennis courts, and gardens are overgrown with nany danaged |inbs and
croms. . . .[AJrborvitae and spruce hedges tower above and expand
into the el egant space they encl osed, blocking views once franed.
Paths and parterres punctuated with specinen trees of Véeping Hm
and Larch disappear under tall grass. @ drhododendrons and yews
crond around a forgotten garden ornanent and flourish indriftsof
Pachysandra in parts of the nore casually designed English Garden.
The tenple perched above the Oriental Garden is engul ted i nhentocks
just asthe pool isinnarsh plants. WIlows have taken the toll of
age and weather. . . . Katsura trees introduced into the planting
schene can still be found even if the pattern of the design cannot.
English ivy covers the stepping stones. But inlate sunmer the
fragrance of sone unobtrusive native plant incorporated in the
original exotic thene perfunes the air just asit did decades ago.

In the corner of four acres of now field onthe opposite side of
the delivery drive, alowwet neaowis the result of the nansion s
leaching field. Behind the grapes of the flat area north of the
gardens and canal is anoldapple grove amd the canal, road, and
river. Thelatter's upland |ocation offers unobstructed access t o
the Charles and a panoramc view downstream

Cont i nuede
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A chaeol ogy

A'though noprehistoric archaeol ogical sites arecurrentlyrecorded on the
property, several sites have been reported in close proximty. Located
ent|re|%/ within alarge neander of the Charles Rver, this area woul d have
been attractive tonative people for its huntln%, fishi ng, and resource
gat hering Potenual. The river terraces and other well-drained portions of
the property would also have served as |ikely areas for native sett|enent.
Gven the large size of the property, i tis very probable that significant
prehistoric sites are present. Snce thepatterns of prehistoric

occupation along the Charles Rver, andespeciallywthin thetown of
Dover, remain poorly understood, any surviving sites would be significant.

There is sone Potentlal for significant historical archaeological sitesas
well. Carefully planned survey and testing could assist indocunenting the
location and configuration of the Jones farnstead. S nce none of the
conponents of this 18th and early 19th century farm survive above ground,
archaeol ogi cal investigation woul d be the ?rmary neans for understanding
the patterns of land use and economc devel opnent that characterizedthe
agricultural phase of this property's evolution fromafarmto an estate.



8. Significance Hrn Bank, Dover, Massachusetts

Period Areas of Significance—Check and justify below
prehistoric archeology-prehistoric community planning landscape architecture religion
1400-1499 » archeology-historic conservation law science
1500-1599 _ agriculture economics literature sculpture
1600-1699 xarchltecture education military J— social/
1700-1799 art engineering music humanitarian
~1800-1899 comnfierce exploration/settlement philosophy theater
1900- communications Industry politics/government A transportation
invention X_other (specify)
nynit
Specific dates 1920- ca 1330 : ] RQE?mun ’
P ca. 1876,1907/, ca Builder/Architect Carrere and Hastings development

statement of Significance (in one paragraph)

Hm Bark is a 182-acre estate in Dover, Massachusetts. Itscenterpiecei s
an inposing Neo-Georgian residence, Baltzell House, built in 1907 and
designed by Carrere and Hastings. A'so onthe estate are twoca 1876
Tudor Revival -styl e workers residences, (}aorglan Revival -styl e carriage
house and garage, twoearly 20th century bridges, andthe renains of three
formal gardens, twoof which are attributable to Frederick Law Qnsted Jr.
ad hisfirm the Onsted Brothers. Intoto, the estate is conprised of
five contributing buildings, three contributing sites, six contributing
structures, twocontributing objects, three noncontnbutlng bui | di n?s, _
three noncontributing sites, and two noncontributing structures. Retaining
integrity of location, desi ?n, material s, and worknanshi p. B mBark hol ds
associations with the evolution of Dover from arural farmng community to
desirable enclave of the wealthy by the late 19th/early 20th century. "The
Property hol ds associations aswel[ with Benjamn Cheney, one of the

ounders of the American Express Gonpany, andwith his daughter, Alice
(heney Baltzel |, awealthy philanthropist responsible for the present

bui lding and Qnsted |andscaping. The designed |andscape, though |argely
neglected and overgrown, contributes to the property's setting. Hm Bak
thus fulfils Criterira A B and Cof the National Register of Hstoric o -
P aces onthe local |evel.

Dover, established as part of the Dechamgrant of 1636, sawits first

Eur settlenent inthe 1720s with only a fewfarns scattered across the
Charles Rver. The HmBak |and was known originally as the "Natick

Plain." In 1784, the fourth district, or SpringfieldParish, including Bm
Bank, was set of f from Dedhamas the District of Dover; nine years |ater,
Bechamand the District of Dover were included inthe newy created Norfolk
Qounty. In 1836, after several unsuccessful attenpts to establish a
separate town, the District of Dover was incorporated by the Legislature.

Col. John Jones Jr. (1716-1801) built the first house at HmBank. He
purchased a farm described as "atract of land Iying ona neck of (harles
River in the northerly part of Needham near Natick, containing 72 acres 24
rods,” in 1740. Built In 1742, the house was |ocated to the west of the
present Baltzell House. Aca. 1870 photograph shows a 2 1/2-story,
five-bay house with central entrance, rear ell, and a separate barn. (The
house was demolished in 1875.) @Qustomhas it that native Anericans planted
five elm trees along the river prior to the construction of the first
farmstead by Col Jones. The Jones fam |y, too, have been responsi bl e
for the trees, which ?revvonthe northwest side of the Eroperty along the
Charles River. (One [arge el msurvived as recently as 1984.)

In 1784, he was a nenbber of the conmttee that gave the nane "DoSef"t S the
Qont i nued
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10. Geographical Data
Acreage of nominated property 182 acres
Quadrangle name Natick, Mas<;. Quadrangle scale 1:75,000
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Verbal boundary description and justification
see continuation sheet
List all states andcounties for properties overlapping state or county boundaries

state fj/A code county code

state code county code

11« Form Prepared By

Betsy Friedberg, Preservation Planner, mss. Historical tonmissiori wUh

nameftitle Morrison Bunp, Chairperson, Friends of Elm Bank

organization ~ Mass. Historical Commission qate  October 1986
street & number 30 Boylston Street telephone Sl7 727-8470
city or town Boston sae | VBSSachusetts

12. State Historic Preservation Officer Certification

The evaluated significance of this property within the state is:

national state x__local

As the designated State Historic Preservation Officer forthe National Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 89-
665), | hereby nominate this property for inclusion in the National Register and certify that it has t>een evaluated
according to the criteria and procedures setforth by the National Parte Service.

State Historic Preservatlon Officer signature \/flh Al li. M f(i HMAMINP—2
Executive Director, Mass. Historical Comriiissicw
title State Historic Preservation Officer "ate  5MN\ZbW
for MFS use anly
I Iw«by certify that this property is Included Inthe National Register
date
\ KMpw of t»ie National Register
/ date
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newy incorporated District of Dover, which he then served as Chairnan of

the d of Selectnen. |In 1804, the Propertﬁ was sol d by Adam Jones

|(_?/oungest son of John Jr.) to Captain Israel Loring, a seacaptain from
ngham for $3,000. The honestead then consisted of 102 acres.

During the next seventy years, the property changed hands nunerous tines,
and by 1874 had gromn to 147 acres, one of "the largest farns in Dover.
Dover "inthe federal and early industrial periods renaned _asparse[}/

popul ated area, pr|nar||¥] a%multural but with scatteredmlling sitesand
smal| shops. In 1861, the Charles Rver Railroad was extended from

to Medfield through Dover Center but had [ittle inpact upon the village's
grow h; Dover renmained isolated andrelatively undevel oped. Access tothe
nomnated property was via a snall bridge spanning the Charles Rver at the
peninsul @' s northernnost point (at |east four bridges have crossed the
river at this point) and, beEmmng in 1852, Dover Street, later to bethe
southern boundary of Hm Bank.

The estate's owner between 1870 and 1874 was the Honorabl e Theodore Qti's,
wo had been, from 1859 to 1860, the seventh nayor of R)xburP/ (incorporated
1846; annexed to Boston 1868). Qis was the fifst to build large
greenhouses on the estate; he was al so probably the first to usethe estate
as a sumer hone,

By 1870, Dover's popul ation stood at about 630, little nore than the
federal -period figures (1830: 548) and the town was still largely

aPrarlan. Two smal| village centers (at FarmStreet and Centre Street) had
alnost no cormercial devel opnent, and nost housing was nodest. But in the
late 19th century, Dover, still rural yet easily accessible to Boston,
becane the chosen site for wealthy Bostonians' country residences. Vast
estates, sone as |arge as 400 acres, were assenbl ed.  Sefamlies
restored and enlarged the town's Georgian and federal -period farnhouses;
others chose to build their om hones inthe late Victorian styles then
popul ar. the latter was Benjamn P erce Cheney 518151 95, wo
urchased the I47-acre estate at auction in 1874 f or” $10, 000. El.m Bank' s
ocation at the northnost reaches of Dover, surrounded on three sides by

the .((jharles Rver, nade it anattractive site for arather renote sumer
resi dence.

Gheney spent the last 21 years of his life inproving HmBank. In 1876, a
second, naore stylish house was constructed to replace the 134-year-old
house that had been built by the Joneses. Designed by John A Fox, a
Boston architect, it was a Stick Style building with asymetrical plan,
four-story tower, anddistinctive iron cresting. Cheney al so expanded on
the size of his hol dings. 1883, he owed nost of the land in Dover
north of Dover Street ?now er Road) and by the tine of his death in

Gont i nued
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1895, the estate had grown to over 200 acres. Uhder Cheney's owner ship.
Bm Bank becane known for its fine |andscaping, during the sumertine,
nearly five mles of trails and carriageé)aths were open to the public.
Cheney had several small but well designed residences constructed on the
estate to house the superintendant and head gardener. In 1894, the Annual
Assessors' Report for the town of Dover listed Hm Bank as worth $34, 780,
which vas the largest valuation inthe town. Aso taxed as Personal
Property were: "Railroad Stocks--$287,000," five horses, five cows, ten
swine, one nule, thirty-eight fow, eight carriages, the nain house
(assessed at $17,000), stableand carriage house, farm house, barn,
greenhouses, and storage barn.

In 1899, Needhamgranted a franchiseto build the Needhamportion of the
Natick and NeednamStreet Railway along Charles Rver Street, the Needham
extension of Dover Street, The street railway was built and bordered Hm
bank on the west along the Natick border, where, when traveling ina
southerly direction, It turned left and then along the south side of Hm
Bank along Dover Street until crossing Baker's bridge into Needham and
Charles Rver Street and then to NeedhamCenter via Chestnut Street. In
1901, this railway becane part of the South Mddlesex Street Railway which
then operated until decenber 18, 1903. Itsinpact was negligible, however,
and within two years, the tracks were renoved.

Benjamin P Cheney nade his fortunein transportation. H began his career
as a laborer, working inhis father's blacksmth shop at the age of ten.

B/ the age of sixteen, he was a driver of a stagecoach first running
between Nashua and Exeter and |ater between Keene and Nashua; for six
years, he drove his stage 50 mles a day. In 1842, Cheney founded, with
partners Nathaniel Wiite and WII|iamVWal ker, the Cheney & Gonpany Express,
a carrier of packages and val uable nail with service between Boston and
Mntreal and other routes. The conpany grew swiftly and by the Civil Vi
had becone known as the United States and Ganada Express : 1880,
Cheney' s conpany nerged with the Anerican Express (onpany, of which he ves
the Iar?est sharehol der, the treasurer, and a director. H was al so part
ower of the Acheson rail system the Northern Pacific Railroad, and the
Vel s Fargo Express Gonpany.

In 1905, the estate, then approximately 235 acres, ﬁassed to Benjamn
Cheney' s ol dest daughter, Alice (1867-1938). Upon her narriage to Dr.

W liam Hawson Baltzell in February 1907, she and her husband decided to
raze her famly's Stick Style house and construct a new hone for thensel ves
on the property. (Ms. Baltzell's sister Mry also erected a stKIish house
for herselt inDover.) Eager to have a fashionable residence, the
Baltzells engaged the emnent Nw York City architectural firm Carrere and
Hastings. The firmwas considered innovativein its espousal of classical

Cont i nued
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architectural styles. Both men had trained at the Ecole des Beaux Artsin
Paris; classicism restraint, and harnony were Ecole trademarks. The
Baltzells also continued her father's interests in landscaping, hiring the
period's nmost promnent |andscape firm the Qnsted Brothers, to add to the
existing gardens and design new even nore el aborate ones as well. They
also installed tennis courts, opposite the formal gardens (though severely
overgrown, these survive). The two small staff houses left fromthe Cheney
estate were retained by the Baltzells.

Unlike her father, Ms. Baltzell used the house as a year-round residence.
Ms. Baltzell was active throughout her life in a nuner of charitable
causes, both locally and in nearby Boston; anong ot her ,oosts, she was a
nentber of the Board of Trustees of nearby \llesley College. She died
childless in 1938 ten years after her husband, |eaving Bm Bank to her
nephew Al bert E Davis. A the tinme of her death, the estate was assessed
at alnost $150,000, at the tine the largest valuationinthe town of
Dover. Ms. Baltzell stipulated inher will that Davis maintain Bm Bank
as she had done. However, Davis declined; instead, it was offered by the
terns of the will to Wellesley College, which also turned it down because
it was not able to nake sufficient use of the property for educational
purposes to justify the extensive naintenance costs. Hm Bank vas then
offered to the Commonweal th of Massachusetts, to be part of the
Metropolitan Park System (now admnistered by the Metropolitan District
Oomrission?]. That gift, too, was turned down. Finally, Dartrmouth College

accepted the proPerty in 1939, and sold it to the Oder of Stigmtine
Fathers in 1941 for use as a Myjor Semnary for Philosophers and
Theol ogi ans.

During the Stigmatines' tenure from 1941 to 1976, there were typically
about 20 nonks inresidence on the estate. Wile their alterations to the
property were few they did erect religious statuary in the English fornal
garden; sone pedestals survive. The Stigmatine fathersran a sunmer canp.
Gp Bm Bank, on the estate during the 1960s and early 1970s. Beginning
in the late 1940s, the Stigmatines sold parts of the 235 acres to various
citizens in Dover and Vellesley. By 1976, the estate had been reduced to
182 acres; the new southern border of Hm Bank then becane the nearly
strg)ght carriage path running on an east-west |ine parallel to Dover Road
in Dover.

Ironically, the Conmonweal th of Massachusetts di d subsequently buy the
land, after lengthy legal disputes, for a site for the Massachusetts

Col lege of Art. The original agreement with the Stigmatine Fathers was
executed in 1971 for $4.2 mllion. In 1973, the Gommonweal th announced
that it didnot wish to proceed wth the contract because the originally
intended purpose, a public college, vas not appropriate to the site. 1In

' Cont i nued
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1976, the Suprene Judicial Gourt decided that the Gonmormeal th was required
to ahide by the previous agreenent, and the State Gollege Board of Trustees
purchased the property.

In 1977, the Quinobin Regional Vocational Technical School was established
at HmBank, as the result of efforts of local citizens to advance such
training inthe area. NMnber towns were V¢l | esley, Natick, Dedham and
Mlton.  Anang the skills taught there are woodworki ng and cabi net - maki ng,
and culinary arts (the /Carriage House has been converted into The
Carriage House Restaurant, which isopen to the public daily for lunch.)

Wi le the Baltzells' house was and renains vacant during the property's use
by Quinobin, the estate' s outhuildings were utilized anda new .
eigg%m stration building was added. school will |eave the property in

In April 1984, the Board of Regents decided that it had nofuture plans for
the property-and HmBank reverted to the control of the Departnent of
Capital P anning and Qperations. That departnent is charged to naintain
the property whrle findi n(t] another state agency that nay usethe Froperty.
If no state aggrr%/ seeks to usethe property, 1t will beoffered to the
town of Dover Norfol k Gounty. nomnation of the propertytothe
National Register has been initiated as an effort to ensure the
preservation of HmBank's historic qualities.

HmBank's ngjor significance lies inthe design and detailing of its nain
structure, the Baltzell House, and the house' s relationship toits

| andscaping. Its architects, John Marvin Carrere and Thonas Hasti ngs,
vere, wites Rchard Chaf ee,

"two distinguished Anverican architects inagenerationthat was to a
great extent trained inParis at the Ecole Beaux Arts.  There,
at the turn of the century, it was believed that the present was a
continuation of the past, and consequent!ly students |earned to
design inearlier styles of architecture. ~Thus, for exanple,
Carrere and Hastings did work that |ooks Spanish, Baroque, French
Louis XIIl, and English Georgian; andearly of these styles they
handl ed with great assurance. I tisintheir ornanent--for exanpl e,
the interior tinishes in HmBank--that . . they especially show
this proficiency asrevivalists. They al so have another great
skill, however--planni n% It was the nain concern of the teaching
at the Ecole des Beaux Arts, the planning of buildings sothat
people . . . could circulate easi Y perceiving the architectural
spaces through which they noved. In HmBak . . . this intentto
nake circulation anarchitectural experience [is realized].

/ Gont i nued



IIS.£piin  IC-VKM - "0,
' Expi-res

United States Department of the Interior ~

National Park Service " ror NPSu*»onty

National Register of Historic Places receV®

Inventory—Nomination Form ceeaeed
Elm Bank, Dover, Massachusetts

Continuation sheet Item number Page

Carrere and Hastings left a body of inportant and nonunental public

bui I dings, aswell "as notabl e residences. The Nw York Public Library
(1895-1902) is their best-known public buildi n%. It was vital to themthat
a building and its |andscape be united, that the grounds of an estate
conpl enent’ the buil dings, that neither should overwhel mthe other. Wiat
schol ars know of HmBk s car eful Iy thought out |andscape is harnoni ous
with the mansion. Furthernore, Carrere and Hastings were acclained for
pinpointing each client's needs and desi gni n?.to fIt ~ they did not force
a particular style or arrangenent ontherr clients, although nost of their
work had a French Renal ssance or[8| n. The Baltzells woul d have hel ped
determne howtheir house was laid out, what would be suitable for them a
weal thy ol der couple, with nochildren, but nalr_g servants. giving their
clients this voice inthe design, Carrere and Hastings were able to produce
designs of diversity and functional ism

The esteeminwhich Carrere &Hastings were held by their contenporaries
was highlighted inVol. 27 of the Architectural Record (1910). Paired
with, andyet di stln(gw shed from MK m Med &Wite as architectural
innovators, Carrere & Hastings provided nuch needed guidelines for |ater
architects. "Revivalists fromthe start," noted the Record, they broke
fromthe 19th century's mixed styles andconf usi on about what was proper
Anerican architecture. They felf that "Amwerican tradition nust be based on
European tradition...(and) uni npeachabl e aut hoth. " To Carrere, o
especial Iy, the uni npeachabl e authority was French Renai ssance classicism
Renai ssance nodel s seened suited to large public buildings andto inportant
residences. Inthe latter, grandeur yielded "to charm and
intinacy..(wthout) pretentiousness .. ."

The Present | andscape features of HmBark represent several phases of
devel opnent. The property's first owner, John Jones Jr., was probabl
respons_l ble for the large el ns planted al ongsi de the Charles R ver. _
next na or change to the [andscape cane in 1876 when Benjamin Cheney built
his house on the property's highest el evation, and had afornal garden,
| awns, and wi ndi ng Paths installed. Wth the acquisition of the property
Alice Gheney Baltzell, athird layer of |andscape el enents was added.
Cheney House was dismant| ed, the Baltzell nansion was constructed, a
new access bridge was installed (all ca 1907) and in 1914, Ms. Baltzell
enga(‘;ed the Onsted Brothers to redesign the Gheney Grden and create two
newtornal garden areas onthe estate. Theresulting Qiental and English
gardens were installed between 1914 and 1927. The tennis courts and the
nanacke inlet with stone bridge al so were added at that time. The
Signatine fathers' additionsto the Onsted Brothers' plan were few
however, with the transfer of the property to public hands, the designed
features of the |andscape have not been fully nmaintained. Vet renains
strongly contributes to the estate's setting;, but noreresearch onthe
survival of such features as plant materials, formal plantings, garden
Pat hs, and statuary will be necessary inorder to evaluate the integrity of
he landscape architecture fully.
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\Verbal Boundary Justification

Beginning at a point at the Southwest corner of the property, the boundary
flows downstreamwith the Charles Rver between Dover and Véllesley to the
bridge over which the access road enters. The boundary turns northwest to
enconpass the bridge, then returns to mdstreamto continue north up the
Charles Rver until reaching the end of the peninsula, it then turns southerly
to the Southeast corner of the property. The line of the boundary between the
Sout heast and Sout hwest corners of the property follows anold carriage path,
which is nore exactly described on a M an, ZO&MA filed with the Qourt

at theageéglstry of in Bedham Mss., and attached to Certificate of
Title 2 Sealso the attached assessor's nap.

Wiile HmBank's mailing address is in Véllesl e)(], the property is al nost

whol Iy located in Dover. The onlkl portion of the progerty. located in .
VWl lesley isthe western half of the Gheney Bridge; the bridge is included in
the nomnation because of its historic asSociations with HmBank, having been
built during the early years of the property's possession and devefopmant by

Alice Cheney Baltzell.



Hm Bank Data Sheet
Date of Construction St at us

Bal tzel | House 1907 ¢B
2. Tool Shed (Tenple) ca. 1920 c/ st
Coel i sk ca. 1920 Qo
3. Carriage Huse ca. 1920 ¢B
4. Gardener's Huse 1875 ¢B
5. Superintendent's House 1876 ¢B
6. Boat house 1910 c/ st
7. Grage 1930 ¢B
8. Potting Shed/ G eenhouse 1920/ 1980 NZB
9. Veod Bui | ding Shed 1960 NZB
10.  Quinobin School 1957 NZB
Admini stration & 0 assroom Buil ding
11. AFRame Geenhouse Shed 1980 NO S
12A  Cheney Bridge ca. 1907 Qst
12B  Sone Bridge 1920 Qst
13A Construction Site 1983 ND S
13B  Construction Site 1983 ND' S
14, Oiental Garden ca. 1914-1927 as
Foot bri dge ca. 1914-1927 Qst
15.  English Garden ca. 1914-1927 as
16. Cheney Garden ca. 1876 agd
17. Snnmng Pool ca. 1960 NO S
18.  Tennis Qourt ca. 1920-1927 Clst
Mar bl e Fountain ca. 1920-1927 co
19.  Soccer Fields ca. 1960 ND S

KEY: C=contributing; NC=noncontributing; B=building; St=structure; Si=site;
Crobj ect.
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Dear M, Shul |

Encl osed you wi || find thefollow ng nomnation forns:
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Dover, EmBANK of f 900 WAshi n“on Street.

Mai den, GARESADNHBSS3HD. Daniels Street. HrPcaw 0693- 85- 0705.
Al'l have been voted eligible by theState ReviewBoard and have been
signed by theState Historic Reservation Officer. Qwers were notified
of pending State ReviewBoard consideration30-75 days beforethe
neeting and were afforded t he opportunitytocarment, Connents received
to date areattached t othenomnation forns.

Sincerely,

Sarah Koninernan _
Director, Preservation Planning
Massachusetts Historical Conm ssion
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Dear Ms. Shull:

Enclosed please find the revised nomination form for the following property,
which was returned by your office for technical and substantive corrections:

Wellesley, Massachusetts, Elm Bank, 900 Washington Street

All corrections have been made, as advised. Please contact ne if you have any
further questions.
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Betsy Friedberg
National Register Director
Massachusetts Historical Commission
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