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1. Name
historic Staples, Norn's, House

and or common Same

2. Location

J\L/Aiot for publication

city, town Astoria N/A vicinity of First Congressional District

state Oregon code 41 county Clatsop code 007

3. Classification
Category Ownership

district public
_ X- building(s) _ X- private 

structure both
site Public Acquisition
object -N/Ain process

_pjy^being considered

Status
_X _ occupied 

unoccupied
work in progress

Accessible
_X _ yes: restricted 

._ yes: unrestricted
no

Present Use
agriculture
commercial
educational
entertainment
government
industrial
military

museum
park

X private residence 
religious
scientific
transportation
other:

4. Owner of Property

name William R. and Esther Mever

street & number 1Q31 14th Street

city, town Astoria vicinity of state Oregon 97103

5. Location of Legal Description
courthouse, registry of deeds, etc. Clatsop County Courthouse

street & number 749 Commercial Street

city, town Astoria state Oregon 97103

6. Representation in Existing Surveys

title City of Astoria Landmark has this property been determined eligible? yes X no

date 1984 federal state county X local

depository for survey records Astoria Historic Buildings and-Sites Commission

city, town Aston'a state Oregon 97103__„



7. Description

Condition
X excellent 

good
fair

deteriorated
ruins
unexposed

Check one
unaltered

_X— altered

Check one
X original site |NJ/A 

moved date

Describe the present and original (iff known) physical appearance

The Morris Staples House, built in 1910, is an imposing Craftsman Bungalow style house 
prominently sited on a corner lot in the hilly section of Astoria. Having had little 
alteration, the property retains a high degree of integrity.

Oriented to the east and centered on a 100-foot square lot at the corner of 14th and 
Jerome Streets, the house occupies Lots 1 and 2 of Block 57, Shively's Addition to 
Astoria, Clatsop County, Oregon. It is located in the NEi of the NWi of Section 7, 
Township 8 North, Range 9 West of the Willamette Meridian.

The basic rectangular mass of the two and one-half story house is expanded by various 
bay projections on the north, south and east elevations, and by an imposing veranda 
which measures 46 feet along the east elevation and extends 24 feet on the north. Low 
pitched composition shingled, hipped rools with flared ends predominate, and rafter ends 
project from the exposed eaves at the roof and porch levels.

Narrow weatherboard siding sheathes the exterior. One-over-one, double-hung sash windows 
of varying sizes are the norm and are covered by aluminum-frame storm windows. Most are 
set into modest corniced frames.

The full basement is of concrete and can be reached either from the interior of the 
house or from the south side entrance leading from the driveway. The foundation extends 
above the ground approximately three feet and has eight windows cut into it to allow 
daylight to reach the basement. The boiler for the old hot water heating system is 
located here and all of the old pipes and the radiators are still in place throughout 
the house and in use.

A gabled roof leads to the entrance on the east elevation. The porch is supported by 
large, square stylized columns which are ornamented by plaster scroll brackets. The 
porch rail is plain. Original hammock hooks are still in place on the north side. 
A brick exterior chimney is not original, but was installed early in the Staples family 
occupancy.

There are two bay windows on the main floor, the south bay window is composed of leaded 
glass. The one on the north side gives light to the dining room while the bay window 
on the south side is located at the first landing of the square staircase which leads 
up from the entry hall, and then doubles back again with another flight to the second 
floor. Another smaller staircase leads off this landing down into the kitchen which 
is located at the southwest end of the house.

The 12 by 17 foot reception hall opens into the living room which is located in the 
northeast corner of the main floor. It is separated from the dining room by two panelled 
pocket doors. The finish throughout the first floor is in plaster with 10 foot coved 
ceilings. The main window in the living room faces east.

There is a built-in china closet on the west side of the dining room. The kitchen door 
opens directly into this room as does a door connecting the dining room with an office 
and attached bath at the rear.

There are four bedrooms and a bath on the second floor; two in front on the east side 
and two on the west. There is also a sewing room on this floor.
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One of the unique features of this house is that it had one of the first driveways and 
garages in town. The original driveway, made of concrete, soon became too narrow for 
modern cars and it has been replaced by a wide concrete drive leading into a new double 
garage, built to replace the small garage originally built on the south side of the 
house.

The only structural changes made in the Norris Staples House since 1910 are the new 
chimney put in on the south side of the house shortly after it was built, and the 
closing in of the back porch. A deck has been added at the rear of the house, and 
the kitchens and bathrooms have been modernized.

The Norris Staples House is in excellent condition and has been maintained in a manner 
which has not changed its 1910 appearance. Even today, the massive square lines of the 
house dominate that particular portion of the neighborhood, making it one of the most 
attractive historical homes in Astoria.



8. Significance

Period Areas of Significance—Check and justify below
__ prehistoric __ archeology-prehistoric _.__ community planning __ landscape architecture__ religion
__ 1400-1499 __ archeology-historic __ conservation __ law __ science
__1500-1599 __ agriculture __ economics __ literature __ sculpture
__1600-1699 _X_ architecture __ education __ military _._ social/
__1700-1799 __art __engineering __music humanitarian
__1800-1899 __commerce __.exploration/settlement__philosophy __theater
_JL 1900- __ communications __X- industry __ politics/government __ transportation

	__ invention __ other (specify)

Specific dates -|g-|Q __ __ _ _ _ Builder/Architect__John Wicks (architect)___________

Statement of Significance (in one paragraph) . , . '

The Norris Staples House, located at 1031 14th Street in Astoria, Clatsop County, Oregon, 
was built in 1910 after the design of architect John Wicks in the Craftsman Bungalow 
style. The imposing residence derives its primary significance from its associations 
with Mr. Staples and meets Criterion "b" for his relation to the timber industry in 
Clastop County and commerical development of Astoria.

The property can be secondarily evaluated under Criterion "c" as a large, intact example 
of the Craftsman Bungalow style house which has retained a high degree of interior and 
exterior integrity.

The significance of the Norris Staples House, built in 1910, is to be found in the 
relationship between its first owner Norris Staples and the sudden emergence of the timber 
industry as an economic factor in the growth and development of the Pacific Northwest. 
He was one of the first to build a financial empire from the harvesting of timber and 
his house was one of the first to evolve from the elaborate ostentatious Victorian 
mansions of the late 1890s into the plain, sturdy no-nonsense residences of the early 
20th century.

Many of the early residents of Clatsop County made their fortunes from water-related 
industries such as salmon canning or river shipping. But by the turn of the century, a 
new kind of wealth was being made from the harvesting of Clatsop County's vast forests 
and from the transformation of the timber into lumber. Norris Staples was one of the 
leaders in this new industry.

He was born in Minnesota on December 30, 1866 and spent his youthful years in that state. 
The Staples family eventually moved to the Pacific Northwest where Norris Staples first 
found work in the timber industry. Having only a grammar school education, he started 
at the bottom as a common laborer but by using his shrewd native intelligence and his 
capacity for hard work, he was able to save enough money to set up his own small logging 
operation in Clatsop County on Youngs River around 1880, where he utilized the convenient 
nearby river for the transporting of his logs to the sawmills of the area and to other 
mills at Portland, 100 miles up the Columbia River. A second logging camp at Tucker 
Creek proved to be a big success and by 1904, Norris Staples was able to sell all of 
his logging operations and retire. He then moved his family to Astoria to pursue new 
commercial and industrial I interests. In 1907, he erected a new business building on 
12th Street and the following year itao'rfmtfated the Astoria Clay Products Co. and was 
elected president.

It was about this time that Norris Staples decided to build a fine new residence for 
himself and his family. The Astoria Daily Budget, on December 22, 1909, published a 
short news item which establishes the date of construction of the house. The article 
announced that Norris Staples was to build a new residence at the Southwest corner of 
14th and Jerome Avenue which would be completed in the spring of 1910.



9. Major Bibliographical References____________
Gaston, Joseph The Centennial History of Oregon, 1811-1911 Portland: The S. J. Clarke

Publishing Co., 192, Vol. Ill, p. 455. 
Astoria Daily Budget, August 21, 1901 - January 13, 1922. 
Morning Astorian, July 7, 1919 - December 9, 1922.

10. Geographical Data
Acreage of nominated property less than one 
Quadrangle name Astoria, Oregon-Washington 
UT M References

A LMJ 1413,61117,01 15,111,416,0,51 
Zone Easting Northing

I I i I i . I I i I i I i , I

Quadrangle scale 1:240QO

I I
Zone Easting Northing

D ___ ___________ ___________

I I ! I Fl . I II . I . . I I . i . I . . 

Hi . I I I . I . . I I.I.I..

Verbal boundary description and justification The Norris Staples House occupies Lots 1 and 2 of 
Block 57, Shively's Addition to Astoria, Clatsop County, Oregon, and is located in the 
NEi of the NWi of Section 7, Township 8 North, Range 9 West of the Willamette Meridian.

List all states and counties for properties overlapping state or county boundaries

state______None___________code______county________________ code

state None code county code

11. Form Prepared By

name/title Roger T. Tet.low - Historian and Writer

organization Clatsop County Historical Society date

street & number 1832 Exchange Street telephone (593) 325-4083

city or town Astoria state Oregon

12. State Historic Preservation Officer Certification
The evaluated significance of this property within the state is: 

__ national __ state _X_ local

istoric Preservat 
iftfcrjbnd certify 

ioe.

As the designated State Historic Preservation Officer for the Nati 
665), I hereby nominate this property for inclusion in the Nationa 
according to the criteria and procedures set forth by the Nation

State Historic Preservation Officer signature

on Act of 1966 (Public Law 89- 
it has been evaluated

title Deputy State Historic Preservation Oft'icer date August 30. 1984

date

Keeper of the National Register 

Attest: date
Chief of Registration

o - 419-311
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Always quick to sense new trends and new opportunities for financial gain, Norris 
Staples was one of the first men in the Pacific Northwest to see the possibilities of 
the automobile. He purchased an interest in the Astoria-Nehalem Auto Transfer Co. in 
1914, and in 1916 bought an interest in a local garage and Buick agency. The following 
year, he was one of the incorporators of the Lovell Auto Co., a pioneer auto agency 
of the area and one that is still in operation today. In 1919 Norris Staples also 
purchased the Rowan-Cook Auto Co.

Because of his position as one of the leading businessmen of the town, he was one of 
the incorporators of the Bank of Commerce in 1919 and was elected president of that 
institution in 1920.

Norris Staples died December 8, 1922, the single fatality of the great Astoria fire 
of 1922 that wiped out 28 city blocks in a few hours. He suffered a heart attack 
brought on by over-exertion in his attempts to save the automobiles in his sales room.

Since his death, the Norris Staples House has had a series of owners, all of whom have 
kept the house in immaculate condition, always adhering to the original appearance 
and design of the house. Today, the Norris Staples House looks just about the way it 
did when it was first built in 1910.

John E. Wicks, Astoria architect who emigrated from Finland as a young man. He is of 
statewide interest because when Oregon began to certify architects, he was given 
license No. 3, and sat on the certification board for twelve years. He designed many 
of the major residences and buildings in Astoria, and was responsible for remodeling 
the old North Pacific Beer Storage House into the new Fire Station headquarters; that 
building is also being nominated to the National Register. His daughter Ebba is one of 
Oregon's early women architects.
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