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Town Worces t e r 

Address ^9 Dewey Stree^ 

Historic Nane Ridyard Three-

Decker 

Use: Present r e s i d e n t i a l 

Original r e s i d e n t i a l 

DESCRIPTION 

Date 1910 

Source Worcester House D i r e c t o r y 

Style Qi-'s^n Anne Three-Decker 

Architect unknown 

Exterior Wall Fabric wnnr̂  m.nhn^^^ 
and sh ing le 

Outbuildings "o"e 

Major Alterations (with dates)none 

Condition aood 

Moved Date 

Acreage less than 1/2 acre 

Setting l " ^ ^ row of three-deckers 

opposi te a p a r k i n g l o t i n an area 

o f mixed 19th century residences, 

commercial , and l i g h t i n d u s t r i a l use 

Recorded by Michael S t e i n i t z 

Organization f o r MHC 

Date December 1988 



NATIONAL REGISTER CRITERIA STATEMENT ( i f applicable) 

The B.E. Ridyard Three-Decker possesses i n t e g r i t y of l o c a t i o n , design, s e t t i n g , 
m a t e r i a l s , workmanship, f e e l i n g and as s o c i a t i o n . I t i s s i g n i f i c a n t as a 
repre s e n t a t i v e example of the three-deckers b u i l t i n the l a s t stages of 
r e s i d e n t i a l i n f i l l i n the f i r s t decade of the 20th century i n the Piedmont 
area, an e t h n i c , working-class, m u l t i - f e m i l y r e s i d e n t i a l d i s t r i c t . I t i s also 
an unusually w e l l - d e t a i l e d and unaltered example of the use of Queen Anne s t y l e 
elements i n three-decker c o n s t r u c t i o n . The Ridyard Three-Decker thus meets 
c r i t e r i a A and C of the National Register of H i s t o r i c Places on the l o c a l 
l e v e l . 

ARCHITECTURAL SIGNIFICANCE Describe important architectural features and evaluate in terms of 
other buildings within the community. * 

A r c h i t e c t u r a l l y , 29 Dewey Street i s a well-preserved and w e l l - d e t a i l e d three-
decker that r e t a i n s Queen Anne design elements. The b u i l d i n g has a t y p i c a l 
s i d e - h a l l plan. I t i s sheathed i n wcjd, w i t h wood shingle bands between storie s 
on the main facade bay window. The shallow hip roof has a small gable dormer 
centered over the main facade. A wide cornice overhang s h e l t e r s r e g u l a r l y 
spaced, decorative brackets. The facade i s asymmetrical, wich an ent r y bay 
con t a i n i n g a t h r e e - t i e r porch, flanked by a t h r e e - s t o r y bay window. The porch 
i s notable f o r i t s turned posts w i t h d e l i c a t e brackets, and f o r i t s unusual 
bracket-motif balustrade and f r i e z e design. Windows have simple casements and 
caps. Geometric stained-glass upper l i g h t s are set i n the f r o n t bay windows. 

HISTORICAL SIGNIFICANCE Explain the role owners played in local or state history and how the 
building relates to the development of the comaunity. 

B u i l t ca. 1910, the Ridyard Three-Decker was located at the western edge of the 
working-class r e s i d e n t i a l d i s t r i c t t hat developed i n the l a t e 19th and e a r l y 
20th centuries west of downtown Worcester. Within t h i s area of mixed cottages, 
m u l t i - f a m i l y houses, and l i g h t i n d u s t r y , Dewey Street was an area of concentrate 
three-decker development. The f i r s t known owner of 29 Dewey Street was B.E. 
Ridyard, about whom l i t t l e i s known. Residents i n 1910 included Edward 
Hennessy, an o p t i c i a n ; Alphonzo Smith, a stockeeper; and Harry Haverly, an 
inspector. By 1920, the b u i l d i n g was owned by Tracy Murdock, a salesman. 
Occupants i n t h a t year included Arthur Murdock, a carpenter; George T a r b e l l , a 
c l e r k ; Helene T a r b e l l , a cashier; and Thomas Roussel, a r e p a i r e r . In 1930, 
Arthur Murdock ovned the b u i l d i n g . Residents i n that year included Walter 
Shales, an o f f i c e manager; Mrs. Inez Eldridge, a C i t y H a l l secretary; and 
T. Chester Hayes, a c l e r k . 
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