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Historic Neane Ridyard Three-
Decker
Photo (3'x3" or 3'x5", black and _ _

white) Indicate address of Use: Present residential

property an back of photo. . : :

Staple to left side of for«. Original residential
DESCRIPTION
Date 1910

Source Worcester House Directory
Style Qi-'s™nh Anne Three-Decker

Architect unknown
Sketch Magp: Draw agp showing property's location

in relation to nearest cross streets and/or Exterior Wal Fabric wnn® m.nhnA» 2
geographical features. Indicate all buildings and shingle
bewean inventoried property and nearest Outbuildings "0o'e

inter section(s).
Indicate north

See attached map. Major Alterations (with dates)none
Condition aood
Moved Date

Acreageless than 1/2 acre
Setting I"* ™ row of three-deckers
opposite a parking lot in an area
of mixed 19th century residences,
commercial, and light industrial use
UM REFERENCE 19/267400/4682530 Recorded by Michael Steinitz
USGS QUADRANGLE  Worcester North Organization for MHC
SCALE 1= 25,000 Date December 1988



NATI ONAL REA STER CRI TER A STATEMENT (i f applicable)

The B.E Ridyard Three-Decker possesses integrity of location, design, setting,
materials, workmanship, feeling and association. It i ssignificant as a
representative exanple of thethree-deckers built I nthelast stages of
residential infill 1 nthefirst decade of the20th century i nt he Piedmont
area, an ethnic, working-class, multi-femilyresidential district. 't i salso
an unusually well-detailed andunaltered exanple of theuse of Queen Anne style
el ements i nthree-decker construction. The Ridyard Three-Decker thus neets
criteria A and C of t heNational Register of Historic Places on thelocal
level.

ARCH TECTURAL SIGNLH CANCE  Describe inportant architectural features andevaluate interns of
other buildings within the comunity. *

Architecturally, 29 Dewey Street i sa well-preserved and well-detailedthree-
decker that retains Queen Anne design elements. The building has a typical
side-hall plan. 't i ssheathed in wcjd, with wood shingle bands between stories
on the main facade bay window. The shallow hip roof has a small gable dormer
centered over themain facade. A wide cornice overhang shelters regularly
spaced, decorative brackets. The facade i sasymmetrical, wich an entry bay
containing a three-tier porch, flanked by a three-story bay window. The porch
is notable for itsturned posts with delicate brackets, and for its unusual
bracket-motif balustrade and frieze design. W ndows have simple casenents and
caps. Geometric stained-glass upper lights areseti nthefront bay w ndows.

HSTCR CAL SIGN FI CANCE Explain the role owners played i nlocal or state history and how the
building relates tothe devel opnent of the conaunity.

Built ca. 1910, t heRidyard Three-Decker was |ocated at t hewestern edge of the
working-class residential district that developed i nthelate 19th and early
20th centuries west of downtown Worcester. Wthin this area of m xed cottages,
multi-fam |y houses, and light industry, Dewey Street was an area of concentrate
three-decker development. The first known owner of 29 Dewey Street was B E
Ridyard, about whom |ittle i sknown. Residents i n1910 included Edward
Hennessy, an optician; Alphonzo Smth, a stockeeper; and Harry Haverly, an
inspector. By 1920, thebuilding was owed by Tracy Murdock, a sal esman.
Occupants i nthat year included Arthur Mirdock, a carpenter; George Tarbell, a
clerk; Helene Tarbell, a cashier; and Thonmas Roussel, arepairer. 1 n 1930,
Arthur Mirdock ovned t hebuilding. Residents i nthat year included Walter

Shal es, an office manager; Ms. Inez Eldridge, a City Hall secretary; and

T. Chester Hayes, a clerk.

Bl BLI G3RAPHY and/ or REFERENCES
Worcester Directory, Worcester House Directory, 1910, 1920, 1930

L.J. Richards. Atlas of theCity of Worcester, 1911, 1922.

J. Callahan et al ., Worcester Three-Decker Survey, 1981. 8/85
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