FORM B - BUILDING

IVIASSACHUBETTS HISTORICAL COMMISSION
Office Olthe Secretary, State House, Boston

2. Photo (3x3" or 3x5")
Staple to left side of form
Photo number

4. Map. Draw sketch of building location
in relation to nearest cross streets and
other buildings. Indicate north.

(over)

no gaooi"z"

1. Town

Form no.
101-E

In Area no.

V Jorcester

Address "3 Trowbridge Road

V/illiam Forbes House
Name

Present use residence

i-xargaret ijrsiiine
Present owner 4-95 Richards Ave,
i“axton, r-iass, uibi”™"

3. Description:

Date 1898

Source atlases and directories
Style neo-Tudor
Architect Barker c Hourse

Exterior wall fabric stucco and wood
Outbuildings (describe) garage

Other features decorative half-timberi:
paired gables, gabled entry porch,

bay windows, stone terrace
mid-20th
Altered stonn windowsDate century

Moved no Date
A ssessors' Book 11, p,2

. Lot size:j,ot3 29,38,39,LLOA 58,033

sq,ft.

One acre or less Over one acre N

Approximate frontage 190’
Approximate distance of building from street

30
@, Charaiambides, h,,

. Recorded by Kuniholm ,ed, B.R,

o . LiMeif rer
Organization V/orc, Heritage Pres. Soc

Date January 1978



7. Original owner (ifknown) William Trowbridge Forbes
Original use residence

Subsequent uses (if any) and dates same

8. Themes (check as many as applicable)

Aboriginal Conservation Recreation
Agricultural Education Religion
Architectural X Exploration/ Science/

The Arts settlement invention
Commerce I ndustry Social/
Communication Military humanitarian
Community development Political Transportation

9. Historical significance (include explanation of themes checked above)

An exceptional local exanple of neo-Tudor architecture, the V/iilliam
Forbes House is a two andone-half storey structujr'e of asyrijnmetzical plan,.
Principal features of the house's exterior areits elaborate (decorative)
hal f-timbering, steepIY pitched gables, dianmond-pane sa3hl'J3d storeys) and
stone terrace (south elevation). The house remains in nearly original
condition andis anong the nost elaborate designs produced by the local
architectural firm of Barker L Jourse, According tolocal traditionthe
Forbes House vias built t oreplace a concrete house which had been designed
during the Civil War by Elbridge Boy*den for Wlliam T, Merrifield, an
important local builder andreal estate developer; this earlier house was
abandoned for itsinability t obe adapted to nodern plunbing-, heating and
electrical wiring.

The house wis originally occuped by V/illiam x"orbes, a Judge of Probate.
Forbes was a ndltive of Westborough who, after spending several yearsi n
Constantinople, Totkey, returned to Wioresdter, where he was adraitted to
the bar in 1877, Between 1875 aaidl 1879 Forbes was a {fustice of the first
District Court of Eastern Viorcester; Between 881 and 1822 Forbes Xras
a state representative andbetween 1686 and 887 a state senator. |1 n|888
Forbes married HarrietteMerrifield, daughter of V/iilliam T, Merrifield,
Active in manyr |ocal organizations, Harriette Forbes is known locally as
the author of a history- of the tovm of V/estborough ("The Hundredth Town"
and"for her brief biography of Elias Carter, a Viorcester architect of the
late 1820s-16i4.03, She vns an avid student of architecture, pa.rticularly
interested inresearching andphotographing early V/iorcester houses. I n
addition, H&rriette Forbes x¥as a founder of the Worcester Equal Franchise

(cont,)
10. Bibliography and/or references (such as local histories, deeds, assessor's records,

early maps, etc.)

V/orcester Historical Society, Biographical file (V/,T. H, and E, Forbes)

Erskine, M, Esther Forbes, V/orcester Bicentennial Comission, 1976,

Hutt, G, History of I/orcester. vol, |, p,500; vol, IV, pp. 7737714
(V/,T. and H. Forbes)



| NVENTCRY FQORM GONTI NUATI ON SHEET Cemmunity: Fom No:
101-E

MASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL CCTtfISSION V/orcester

Office of the Secretary, Boston

Property Name MMM VM

Indicate each item on inventory foim v?iich is being continued below.
9

Oiub a group organi zed at a meeting i nthe Forbes House i n1912. The

club a3 active locally® i nbuilding support To dgﬁnﬁners (S)fo\f//riaH?hmaAnd

| ater occupant of the house was Esther x"orbes, Tre?mi 1 Paul Heve.re and
riarriette r'orbes, who vras the author of Johnny ’ ' '
the Viorld He Lived I n, andother novels, short stories and essay-s.

Staple tolnventory form at bottom
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Please refer to the map In the
Multiple Property Cover Sheet
for this property

Multiple Property Cover Sheet Reference Number: 64000304



PARIS FLETCHER

SUMNER B. TILTON
ROBERT J. WHIPPLE
LINWOOD M. ERSKINE, JR.

GEORGE AVERY WHITE. JR.

PHILIP L. BERKELEY
HENRY C. HORNER
JOHN E. HODGSON
SUMNER B. TILTON. JR.
PHILLIPS S. DAVIS
ROBERT R KIMBALL
DOUGLAS Q. MEYSTRE

WARNER S FLETCHER
ROBERT F DORE, JR.
CHRISTOPHER W. PARKER
JAMES M. BURGOYNE

FLETCHER, TILTON & WHIPPLE,

COUNSELORS AT LAW
THE GUARANTY BUILDING
370 MAIN STREET » ROOM 12S0O
WORCESTER, MASSACHUSETTS 01608

TELEPHONE 1617) 798-8621

July 30, 1979

P.C.

FORMERLY
JUNE, FLETCHER a WHIPPLE
TILTON. ERSKINE ft BERKELEY

AG 13190

Director, Office of Archeology and Historic Preservation
Heritage Conservation and Recreation Service

Department of the Interior

Washi ngton, DC 02202

Dear Sir:

By this letter | amrequesting your assistance i nresol-
ving a matter of some concern t one which involves your department.

In April 1979, ny wife received a letter from t heMassa-
chusetts Historical Comm ssion advising her that property owned by
ny wife at 23 Trowbridge Road, Worcester, Massachusetts was being
considered for inclusioni ntheNational Register of Historic
Places. Prior toreceiving this form letter, i nMarch, we had
becone aware of thepotential nomnation since a photographer cane
on our prem ses without notice tous or permssion from usto
photograph t he house. Upon ny inquiry totheWrcester Heritage

Preservation Society, | was advised that the Society hadnot
nom nated our property. However, despite this assurance, |
received thenotice of April saying that theproperty was under

consideration.

Since theApril notice | have corresponded withthe
Worcester Heritage Preservation Society and t he Massachusetts
Historical Comm ssion i nan effort tokeep theproperty offthe
National Register. | have been repeatedly assured that listingi s
advant ageous and that i tinvolves no restriction on theuse of the
property. However, ny wife and | feel that listing constitutes an
unwarranted invasion of our privacy. Further, and certainly nore
germane, we feel that based on thecriteria for listing property as
established by t heNational Historic Preservation Act of 1966, our

property does not even qualify for listing.

After some considerable effort on ny part, | have
obtained a copy of thereport on our property which was prepared
in connection with theNational Register nom nation. The report

contains numerous inaccuracies, m sstatements and blatant errors.
In one instance, thereport cites a marriage date of one of ny
ancestors which falsely illegitimatizes two nenbers of thefamily.
Other m sstatements are toolengthy toenumerate here.



FLETCHER. TILTON & WHIPPLE

2 - July 39, 1979

Director, Office of Archeology and Historic Preservation

M wife and | request that you exercise the authority
vested invyou to direct that our property be renmoved from consider-
ation for the National Register. W are appealing directly to you
because we have never been given the opportunity to voice our
objection at the local and state level and our written objections
have gone largely ignored. MWhile | have learned that a statewide
meeting was held at the Charlestown Navy Yard Officer's Club at
which | could have commented on the historical significanceof the

property, | was given no notice of this meeting, nor did | see any
published in the local newspapers.

In the event that you choose not to follow the course of
action outlined above, | would at least request that you conduct a
formal determination under 36 CGR Sec. 63.4 (c). | am confident
that site analysis and accurate exam nation of the records wil
reveal that the property does not qualify for [listing.

| will await your response in this matter

Sincerely yours.

Li nwood M Erskine, Jr.
LME, Jr:jh



THE NATUMAL REGISTOR Or HISJMIIIC PLACES

DATE RECD

INDIVIDUAL r,LSP!lISF (ATtLf '"MZO)

ToLI 1L UE C LL (AITf OHLY)
D.E ."Cii N TAKEN

INITIALS



TELEPHONE REPORT

G-H CE - AREQ.GEY AND H STCR C PRESERVATT ON

ESS. A<t™ . SkpOs
STAFF MEMBER \ K yf 0J) DIVISION:

REPORT .  Properties o®mes, including M. Erskine, \jeve notified
bv Mass. Histoirical Gnm onApril 9, 1979, and nom nationwas
approved by T?eviewBoard June 13, 1'79. M. Erskines propertyis
significant wtlr;in district, "he will beoleased totalk to hira
about any errors inthe nomnation docunentation, although she doubts
there are af?Adue to the thoroughness with which State conpiled
information. State R-"riewBoard nenbers even toured city mt hstaff.
Nom nation ivill behand delivered by next week.

M. "'lrskine i s upset because hi s house was broken into, and he

believes that all the publicity resultin[t fromnomnation i sresponsible.



AlY..
661

'Sr. LinHDo<2 H. 1 rskine, Jr.
Fletcl'.er, Tilton & Ifiiipple, P.C.
Counsel ors at Law

'‘QM CiuaraBty Duildloj;

370 Main Street, Roda 1250

| . ~rceater, |JacsaclKJSctto 06103

Boar !lr. Braklne:

Tliaril: you for your letter of July 30; 1979 ~ coticemtnc your property
located at 23 Trenrbriilce Eoad, Uorcectcr, ilassachusct'cs, part of tl*a
City of i/orceater :5iltiT>le BflSourgi*nM” notninatloa to the national
legiater of Historic Places. \"zZ j-

Hie sioaiiiation \mB approved by the |Saasachusotto State Ravlisv Board

oa June 13, 1979. It Trill sooo be fortreirded to the Hatloiial Regiater
by tlie State Historic Prescrvatioa nfficcr, lis. Patricia UcsowskL,
EjsDcutive Jirector, iiaonaclrxisetttJHistorical Cosarasson, 294 UashiagtoQ
Street, Bostoa, |laesaciaiisetts 0210S.

Listing ia the llatioaal ltogistcr is Federal recognitiontliat a
YKGpHes foasesses cultural value aad i£3 'sor-iratioii. |t
does tM>t mesx that the Federal Poverasodit o J .acquire the
pro™xarty or place restrictive covenants, on the lasads.

He have contacted lis. Candice JenMiis of the Itassachusctta Historical
OcaadsdQa and dlie lias inforoet! ua tljat the CojiJEiissoa considers
your property to be a coctributing part of the noEstnatlion. Sie aljso
iaforaod us that tlie Corxiission's raiords indicate that you were
aaong the property owners n&tifiod by the Staeto Historic Preoervatioa
Officer on.April 9, 1979, of the pcaAtos-noaiaatijcm.

la accordaiice i54th the enclosed Federal rsgulatioas, 36 OGS part 60,
after the City of Uorcestcr Multiple Sesource Area lioaiaation has
beeu received by the national P*JCisteri property osners iprill again
be notified and givtaa aa oprxsTtunity to cosssent on the nomination,
Althougli a property otHxer'o conseat is not roqgt:;;Lred to list a
property, cooacats will be cowldered durlag the revics? of tlie
aoriiaatioii by tlffi ITatlonal Ejetster staff.



If there are errors of fact .inthe norainationwe suggeast you contact
tlie Ilassachuoetts Historical Conalssion directly. [lis. Jenkins lias
assured us tliat the CoiiEisaionwill be pleased to hear fromyou on
thisnatter.

Concerning your reference to 36 R 63.4(c)., the Seepcr of the

Hat| onal Reelster ordinarily makes f omal deterninations of eligibility
for listing inthe Ifetional Rnsister only xiiien properties nay be
adversely affected by projects iniliiich there i s Federal Irtfolvesaent.
It your property is included i nanomnation subnltted by tlie State;,
the National Register will tsa”ea decision concerning itslisting

Il accord irith the naaiaatlon procedures, 36 GR 60. | f the Cityof
Uorcestcr iialtiple ?,eoource Area i s accepted for listing ia the
national Pjagistcrj notice "rtll be given inthe "Fenoral Register.”

[f additiottBl information is needed to conplete the evaluation, or

if i tis detenained that tlffi property does not neet the national
Fvegister criteria for evaluation, the aaalnation will bereturned @
the State,

It we cm be of further assistance to you, please | ot us kaoi7.
Siijcarely,
/Sgd./ Jerry | . Rogers

Jerry Eogcra

Chief, Office of Archeol osy am
Historic Preservation

cc: Ms. Patricia L. Weslowsld
Executive Director
Jlassachusetts Historical Coiam ssion
294 \Nashi ngton Street
Boston, |l assachusetts 02108

bee. Director's Reading File [/Y../Clyl Oftt"P
HR S Sheffield:ggk: 343-6401: 8/ 21/ 79
BAS C FI LE RETA NED IN NR



PARIS FLETCHER
SUMNER B. TILTON
ROBERT J. WHIPPLE
LINWOOD M- ERSKINE, JR.

GEORGE AVERY WHITE, JR.

PHILIP L. BERKELEY
HENRY C. HORNER
JOHN E. HODGSON
SUMNER B. TILTON, JR.
PHILLIPS S. DAVIS
ROBERT R. KIMBALL
DOUGLAS Q. MEYSTRE

WARNER S. FLETCHER
ROBERT F. DORE, JR.
CHRISTOPHER W. PARKER
JAMES M. BURGOYNE

FLETCHER, TILTON 8 WHIPPLE,

COUNSELORS AT LAW
THE GUARANTY BUILDING
370 MAIN STREET - ROOM 12S0O
WORCESTER, MASSACHUSETTS 01608

TELEPHONE 16171 798-8621

September 6, 1979

P.C.

FORMERLY
JUNE, FLETCHER ft WHIPPLE
TILTON, ERSKINE & BERKELEY

Jerry Rogers, Chief

Office of Archaeol ogy and Historic Preservation
Heritage Conservation & Recreation Service
United States Department of the Interior

Washi ngton, DO C 20240

Dear M. Rogers: Re: 661

| thank you foryour letter of August 27, 1979 relative
to thereal estate at 23 Trowbridge Road, Worcester, Massachusetts
which ny wife and | do not wish t ohave listed on the National
Register of Historic Places. | nyour letter yourefer to the
City of Worcester Multiple Resource Area. M wife and I
certainly have no objectiontothearea of theCity of Wrcester
being listed i ntheRegister of Historic Places. Qur objection
is tolisting theproperty at 23 Trowbridge Road individually
because we do not feel that i tnmeets thecriteria for [isting.

You are correct that we were informed last spring that
the house at 23 Trowbri dge Road was proposed for nom nation and
since that time have written a nunmber of letters objectingto the
proposal both at thelocal level and the State level. M wife
and | di dattend the meeting held i nWrcester at which repre-
sentatives of the Massachusetts Historical Comm ssion were
present i nan effort tofind out how we could keep the property
from being listed. Wen we pointed out that properties that
have achieved significancewithin thepast 50 years shall not be
considered eligible, we were told that the State authorities, i n
effect, disregarded the 50 year period and put anything they
wanted on thelist on thebasis of exceptional importance.

| amwriting t oM. Jenkins of the Massachusetts
Historical Comm ssion asking her tospecifically define what t he
State Historical Comm ssion feels makes t heproperty at 23 Trow-

bridge Road t o be of exceptional importance. However, | donot
plan topoint outtoher theerrors i ntheform B report asto
the historical significanceof thehouse until I find out from

her what ones she feels nmake t heproperty of exceptional impor-
tance. Knowing how thestaff of theHistorical Comm ssion



FLETCHER, TILTON & WHI PPLE

Jerry Rogers, Chief - 2 - September 6, 1979

reacted when we attended the meeting here i nWrcester, | feel
certain that, i f1l point out theerrors inthereport to begin
with, the staff may merely choose al | of the other parts of the
report as being what nakes the property of exceptional importance.
In other words, | feel that the State Conmm ssion staff does not
really care whether i ti s following rules and regulations andi s
insistent on keeping the house on the |ist because its actions
have been questioned.

In view of the inaccuracies i nthereport on 23 Trow
bridge Road, | think that al |l of the Worcester area nom nations
should be very closely scrutinized to nmake sure that they do not
have as many errors as the report on 23 Trowbridge Road. As a
menber of a historically mnded famly, | am interested i n
historical accuracy and | think you will agree with ne that there
is nothing worse than sloppy historical work which gets dupli-
cated or into print causing many problems for future historians.

| am very glad to learn from your letter that, after
nom nations have been received by the National Register, property

owners will again be notified and given an opportunity to conment.
M wife and I will plan on doing so and hope that nmore attention
will be paid to the corments than, has been the case on the l|ocal

and state level.

Very truly yours.

LME, Jr:jh
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PARIS FLETCHER
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ROBERT J. WHIPPLE
LINWOOD M. ERSKINE. JR.
GEORGE AVERY WHITE. JR.
PHILIP L. BERKELEY
HENRY C. HORNER

JOHN E. HODGSON
SUMNER B. TILTON, JR.
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WARNER S. FLETCHER
ROBERT F. DORE, JR.
CHRISTOPHER W. PARKER
JAMES M. BURGOYNE

FLETCHER, TILTON & WHIPPLE, P.C.
COUNSELORS AT LAW FORMERLY
THE GUARANTY BUILDING JUNE. FLETCHER a WHIPPLE
TILTON, ERSKINE & BERKELEY
370 MAIN STREET - ROOM 1250
WORCESTER, MASSACHUSETTS 01608

TELEPHONE (617) 798-8621

October 2, 1979

Charles A Herrington

Acting Keeper of t

he Nati onal Register

Heritage Conservation and Recreation Service

Department of the Interior
Pension Building
440 G Street N W
Washi ngton, DC 20243
Attention: NM
Re: 663
Owner - Margaret A Erskine
495 Richards Avenue Paxton, M 01612
Property: Worcester Multiple
Resource Area
Wi lliam Forbes House
Dear M. Herrington: 23 Trowbridge Rd., Worcester, M

M wife,

Margaret A Erskine, and | have received your

letter dated September 27, 1979 concerning listing of theproperty
at 23 Trowbridge Road i ntheNational Register of Historic Places.

M wife and | have

been making a concerted effort t okeep the house

frombeing listed ever since we found out that the Wrcester

Heritage Preservat
Commi ssion were co

ion Society and t he Massachusetts Historical
nsideringnom nating thehouse. From our point

of view this i s an exanmple of bureaucracy runrampant. | am

enclosing a copy o
September 21, 1979
and | have taken t
with Gerald E St.

f an article from theWrcester Telegramof
concerning another government program M wife
he actions that we have taken because | agree
Hilaire that "ifwe sitback and accept incom

petence and m smanagenment from our government, be i t federal,

state or local, we

get just what we deserve."

| am also enclosing a copy of a letter which | received

from Candace Jenki

ns, National Register Coordinator, forthe

Massachusetts Historical Comm ssion. | received theletter during

Septenber 1979 alt

hough i t contains no date. | find the om ssion

of a date on theletter amusing asthe Wrcester Heritage Preser-
vation Society and t he Massachusetts Historical Conm ssion seemt o
be unconcerned about dates and their accuracy. The report which

Ms. Jenkins sent t

one with her letter has been correctedt o show

that ny grandparents, Harriette Merrifield andW Iliam T. Forbes,



FLETCHER TILTON & WHI PPLE

Charles A Herrington -2 - Oct ober 2, 1979
Acting Keeper of the National Register

were married i n1884. For sonme time the Heritage Society and the
State Historical Comm ssion were circulating the report that they
were married i n 1888 which would have made ny two uncles illegi-
timate and one of ny aunts as having been conceived out of wedl ock

From Ms. Jenkins' letter, you will note that she i snot
concerned with the accuracy of the report on the house with regards
to criteria A and B and whether these criteria have been met within
the 50 year period or prior to the 50 year period as she feels the
house was significant fromthe day it was built wunder criteria C
A local Worcester banker i s currently building a substantial house
on a substantial tract of land. | wonder i f the Worcester Heritage
Preservation Society and Ms. Jenkins are going to follow through
on their feeling that your 50 year cut-off date does not apply and
list this banker's house for nom nation as an exanmple of conspicuous
consumption i na period when few houses that would neet this
definition are built i ncentral Massachusetts.

Because we seemt o be getting nowhere with the Worcester
Heritage Preservation Society or the Massachusetts Historica
Comm ssion, | am not sure that we are going to be as successful as
M, St. Hilaire i nchanging the system | see no point i n correc-
ting and i mproving upon the historical significance report on the
house at 23 Trowbridge Road, Worcester as M. Jenkins indicates
that we are stuck with having the house nom nated because she feels
it qualifies under criteria Cwithout the 50 year period set forth
in your criteria forevaluation being applicable. Fromny point
of view, 50 years ago the house at 23 Trowbridge Road was just one
of many bigVictorian period houses i nWrcester. Putting too nmany
houses of no real significance on historic lists merely dilutes the
value of theentire project.

| suspect that your office normally accepts nom nations
from state agencies without question and that ny wife and | have
little chance of your disagreeing with M. Jenkins' conclusions
that the house was of national historic significance as of the day
It was built. | fthis i sthe case, ny wife and |I would be willing
to correct the report submttedto you by the Massachusetts
Hi storical Comm ssion on the property at 23 Trowbridge Road,
Worcester and to furnish you with additional information which we

feel i snore significant than nuch of what i s containedi nthe
original report i fyou will agree that the real estate at 23 Trow
bridge Road, Worcester will be omtted fromany public or published

lists under Section 101(a)(4) of the National Historic Preservation
Act of 1966. M mother, who just turned 90 years of age, i sthe
principal occupant of the house. Sone of the contents of the house
are of considerablevalue froma monetary point of view and also
froman historical point of view. VW feel that listing the house
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Charles A Herrington - 3 - Oct ober 2, 1979
Acting Keeper of the National Register

on piiblished or piiblic lists would create a risk of destruction

or harmto the site with which ny mother would be unable t o cope.
The house i s located i nan area that i snot improving from a
social and econom c point of view and we have already had the
experience of two armed nen forcing their way into the house

when nenbers of the famly were init. Fortunately, i twas i nthe
evening when there were few lights on i nthe house and |ittle
damage was done and only a fewitems taken because the intruders
one of whomheld ny aunt and uncle at gun point while the other
went through the house, were unable to figure out the ol drotary
light switches. M wife and | feel that having the house on [lists
and called to the public's attention amounts to asking for nore
trouble.

| hope that you will not consider this letter to have
been written by sonmeone who i s not sympathetic with history and
the preservation of material or historic significance. | am at
|l east the third generation i nny famly that has been interested
in history. Among other activities, | amcurrently the recording

secretary of the American Antiquarian Society and the corporate
secretary of Ol d Sturbridge I nc. which operates Ol d Sturbridge
Village.

Very truly yours.

LME, Jr:jh
Encs .






COMMONWEALTH OF MASSACHUSETTS
iiiiiimf | Office of the Secretary of State

MASSACHUSETTS 29 Washi ngtorr:Street
Bost on, Massachusetts
HISTORICAL (7108 ’ M CHAEL JOSEPH CONNCLLY
COMMISSION 617-727-8470 Secretary of State

Linwood M Erskine, Jr.
Fletcher, Tilton &Wipple
Counsel ors at Law

The Quar ant ee Bui | di ng

370 Main Street

Wrcester, M\ 01608

Dear M. Erskine:

W received a copy of M. Rogers'letter of August 27 as well as a copy
of your own |etter on August 29. | have been waiting t ohear from you.
After receivingyour initial comnments |ast spring, the form for the
W!liam Forbes House was revised. | amenclosing a copy; i fthere are
still errors |etne knowand they will be corrected. In a nomnation

of this magnitude i tis inevitable that a fewerrorswill occur even
when i tis based on nmeticul ous research. | regret the inconvenience this
has caused you and | appreciate your close attention to detail.

This house, designed in 1898 by Barker-Nourse, is a najor |ocal exanple

of the neo-Tudor style and so neets criteria C | tis also associated
with the [ives of promnent local persons!|ike WIliamand Harriet Forbes
and soneets criteria B Finally,It is associated with the sufferage nove-
nment and so neets criteria A The house's significance dates from the day
of itsconstructionsothe 50year cut-off date has norelation tothis
case.

You wilt bereceivinganofficial notification from the Heritage Conserva-
tion and Recreation Service that they are considering the nomnation of
your property. |f you do not agree with our assessnent of significance,
you comnment directly to the National Register Branch of the Office of
Archeol ogy and Historic Preservation at that tine.

Sincerely,

(“JOAKCYPIAIILN JZIAJUANCY)

Candace Jer
National Reg‘s“ter Coordinator

G/
enc.






7. Original owner (if known) Viilliam Trowbridge Forbes

Original use residence
Subsequent uses (if any) and detes = Same

8. Themes (check as many as applicable)

Aboriginal Conservation Recreation
Agricultural Education Religion
Architectural Exploration/ Science/

The Arts settle ment invention
Commerce Industry Social/
Communication Military humanitarian
Community development Political X" Transportation

9. Historical significance (include explanation of themes checked above)

An exceptional local exanple of neo-Tudor architecture, the WIlliam
Forbes House is a twoandone-half storey structure of asymmetrical plan,.
Principal features of the house's exterior areits elaborate (decorative)
hal f-timbering, steepIY pitched gables, dianmond-pane saahl:{3d storey) and
stone terrace (south elevation). The house remains in nearly original
condition andis anmong the nost elaborate designs produced bythe local
architectural firm of Barker L liourse. According tolocal traditionthe
Forbes House was built t oreplace a concrete house which had been designed
during the Civil V'a by Elbridge Boyden for V.'illiam T. Merrifield, an
important local builder andreal estate developer; this earlier housewas
abandoned for itsinability t obeadapted to nodern plumbing, heating and

electrical wiring.

The house was originally occuped by V."illiam i*orbes, a Judge of Probate.
Forbes was a native of "' estborough who, after spending several yearsi n
Constantinople, Turkey, returned to V.'orcester, xvhere hewas admtted t o
the bar in 1877. BetvJeen 1875 and 1879 Forbes vias a justice of the first
District Court of Eastern V/iorcester. Between |88l and 1822 Forbeswas

a state representative andbetween 1886 and|887 a state senator. I n 1884
Forbes married HarrietteMerrifield, daughter of V.'illiam T. Merrifield, '
Active in many local organizations, Harriette Forbes is known locally a
the author of ahistory of the town of V,estborough ("The Hundredth Town"?1
and "for her brifef biography of Elias Carter, aV/iorcester architect of the
late 1820s-18i|.0s, She was anavid student of architecture, particularly
interested inresearching andphotographing early V/iorcester houses. | n
addition, Herriette Forbes was a founder of the Worcester Equal Franchise
(cont,)

10. BiDliography and/or references (such as local histories, deeds, assessor's records,
early maps, etc.)
‘..orcester Historical Society. Biographical file (V;.T, H. and E. Forbes)
Lrskine, |I1. Esther Forbes, V/orcester Bicentennial Conriission, 1976.
.'utt, C. History of V.'orcester. vol. Il , p.500; vol.I\" pp. 773-7714.
(V/.T. and H. Forbes)



INVENTORY FCRM CONTINUATION SHEET Conmunity: Fom No:
101-E

MASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL QCTMISSON V/orcester

Office of the Secretary, Boston

Property Name "MAM2gruSeEM@N

Indicate each item on inventory fonn vihich is being continued below.
9

Club, a group organized at a meeting in the Forbes House in 1912. The
club was active locally in building support for x-xomen's suffrage, A

later occupant of the house was Esther Forbes, daughter of V/illiam and
Harriette Forbes, who v;as the author of Johnny Tremain, Paul Revere and
the V/orld He Lived In, and other novels, short stories and essays.

Staple to Inventory form at bottom



PARIS FLETCTHER

SUMNER B TILTON
ROBERT J WHIPPLE
LINWOOD M ERSKINE. JR
GEORGE AVERY WHITE. JR.
PHILIP L BERKELEY
HENRY C HORNER

FLETCHER, TILTON 8 WHIPPLE, P.C.

COUNSELORS AT LAW
THE GUARANTY BUILDING
370 MAIN STREET ROOM 1250
WORCESTER. MASSACHUSETTS 01608

TELEPHONE 16171 798-8621

FORMERLY
JUNE. FLETCHER a WHIPPLE
TILTON. ERSKINE » BERKELEY

JOHN E HODGSON
SUMNER B TILTON. JR
PHILLIPS S DAVIS
ROBERT R KIMBALL
DOUGLAS Q. MEYSTRE

WARNER S FLETCHER
ROBERT F CORE. JR
CHRISTOPHER W PARKER
JAMES M BURGOYNE

March 4, 1980

Charles A Herrington, Acting Keeper

of theNational Register
United States Department of the Interior
Heritage Conservation and Recreation Service
Washi ngton, DC 20240

RE #661
Dear M. Herrington;
For identification purposes, | amenclosing a copy ofthe
letter which youwote tone on October 29, 1979. | am also en-

closing a copy of a form letter from t heMassachusetts Historical
Commi ssion and a copy of theenvelope i nwhich this letter eventu-
ally reached ny wife, Margaret A Erskine. Rather typical of this
whol e matter and rather typical of thelack of attention to detail
and inaccuracies of the Massachusetts Historical Conmm ssion, the

envel ope was m saddressed.

Your letter of October twenty-ninth said that the National
Regi ster would consider ny coments during thereview process. I
woul d very much appreciate hearing from you as t owhether the house
at 23 Trowbridge Road, Wercester, Massachusetts was kept offthe
list as requested and, i f not, whether therequest that publication
of thename and location of the house be elim nated so that adequate
protection tothehouse andny family could be provided.

| am seriously considering taking legal action for invasion of
privacy against theWrcester Heritage Preservation Society andthe
Massachusetts Historical Comm ssion. However, | amreluctant t odo
so because this would undoubtedly cause thepublicity for the house
which | think i sunwarranted and which | hope toavoid. | f the house



FLETCHER, TI LTON a WHI PPLE, R C

Charles A Herrington -2- March 4, 1980

ends up on t heNational Register and,“Jhe, 'Usting i snot kept secret,
ny wife and 1l arequite seriously®n®vin® "«Sjiehouse demolished and
selling theland which i sof considerable value and would be of nore
value with t hehouse demolished than with t hehouse standing.

Very truly yours.

LME, Jr.:Im
Encl osures
cC: Massachusetts Historical Conm ssion
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United Stitcs Dcpiirtincnt of the Interior

HERITAGE CONSERVAI ION AND RIX KL:A TION SI'I"VI'I-
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20240

IN REPLY REFER TO: 661
OCi 29 \,j
M. Linwod M Erskine, Jr.
Fletcher, Tilton &Wipple, PC
Counsel ors at Law
The Guaranty Building

370 Main Street - Room1250
Worcester, Massachusetts 01608

Dear M. Erskine:

Thank youfor your letter concerning theproposed listing of the
Worcester Multiple Resource Area, Worcester County, Massachusetts, i n
the National Register of Historic Places.

The National Register will consider your comments during the review

process andwill provide a copy of your letter t othe Massachusetts

State Historic Preservation Officer, Ms. Patricia L. Weslowski,

Executive Director, Massachusetts Historical Conmi ssion, 294 Washington
Street, Boston, Massachusetts 02108. Although National Register reg-
ulations require that a property owner be given an opportunity t o comrent
on a proposed nom nation, an owner's permssion i snot required for [listing.

Listing i ntheNational Register i sFederal recognition that a property
possesses cultural value andis worthy of preservation. Qnce listedi n

the National Register, a property receives limted protection through
comrent by t he Advisory Council on Historic Preservation ontheeffect of
federally assisted projects onhistoric properties. Provisions of the Tax
Reform Act of 1976 provide incentives for therehabilitation of certain
structures listed i ntheNational Register anddisincentives for their
demolition. Listing hasno other effect ontheproperty. |t doesnot
affect therange of actions an owner cantake as long as a Federal action
is not involved.

If theWdrcester Multiple Resource Area i saccepted for listing i n the
National Register, notice will be placed i nthe"Federal Register." I f
additional information i sneeded t oconplete theevaluation, orifit is
determi ned that theproperty does not meet t heNational Register criteria
for evaluation, thenomnation will bereturned tothe State.

V& appreciate your participation i ntheNational Register commenting
process.

Sincerely,

[lJuM3* KIA

Charles A Herrington
Acting Keeper of theNational Register
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