
F O R M B - B U I L D I N G no qaooi^z^ 
IV1ASS.ACHU3ETTS HISTORICAL COMMISSION 
Office 01 the Secretary, State House, Boston 

2. Photo (3x3" or 3x5") 
Staple to left side of form 
Photo number 

4. Map. Draw sketch of building location 
in relation to nearest cross streets and 
other buildings. Indicate north. 

, orM-

In Area no. Form no. 
101-E 

1. Town VJorces ter 

Address ^3 T r o w b r i d g e Road 

V / i l l i a m Forbes House 
Name 

Present use r e s i d e n c e 

i-xargaret i j r s i i i n e  
Present owner 4-95 R i c h a r d s Ave , 

i ^ a x t o n , r-iass, u i b i ^ " 
3. Description: 

Date 1898 

Source a t l a s e s and d i r e c t o r i e s 

Style neo -Tudor 

Architect B a r k e r c: Hourse 

Exterior wall fabric s t u c c o and wood 

Outbuildings (describe) garage 

Other features d e c o r a t i v e h a l f - t i m b e r i : 

p a i r e d g a b l e s , g a b l e d e n t r y p o r c h , 

bay w i n d o w s , s t one t e r r a c e 
m i d - 2 0 t h 

Altered s t o n n windows Date c e n t u r y 

Moved no Date 
A s s e s s o r s ' Book 1 1 , p , 2 

5. Lot s ize: j ,ot3 2 9 , 3 8 , 3 9 , L L O A 5 8 , 0 3 3 

One acre or less 
s q , f t . 

Over one acre ^ 

Approximate frontage 1 9 0 ' 

Approximate distance of building f rom street 

30' 
(J , C h a r a i a m b i d e s , h,,  

6. Recorded by K u n i h o l m ,. e d , B . R , 
. i ^ f e i f r e r 

Organization V/orc , H e r i t a g e P r e s . Soc 

Date J anua ry 1978 

(over) 

'~;r-!\r nr~! 



7. Original owner (if known) W i l l i a m Trowbridge Forbes 

Original use res idence 

Subsequent uses (if any) and dates same 

8. Themes (check as many as applicable) 

Aboriginal 
Agricultural 
Architectural 
The Arts 
Commerce 
Communication 
Community development 

X 

Conservation 
Education 
Exploration/ 

settlement 
Industry 
Military 
Political 

Recreation 
Religion 
Science/ 

invention 
Social/ 

humanitarian 
Transportation 

9. Historical significance (include explanation of themes checked above) 

An exceptional l o c a l example of neo-Tudor architecture, the V/illiam 
Forbes House i s a two and one-half storey structujr'e of asyrijmetz^ical plan,. 
Principal features of the house's exterior are i t s elaborate (decorative) 
half-timbering, steeply pitched gables, diamond-pane sa3hl'J3d storeys) and 
stone terrace (south e l e v a t i o n ) . The house remains i n nearly o r i g i n a l 
condition and i s among the most elaborate designs produced by the l o c a l 
a r c h i t e c t u r a l f i r m of Barker L Jourse, According to l o c a l t r a d i t i o n the 
Forbes House v/as b u i l t to replace a concrete house which had been designed 
during the C i v i l War by Elbridge Boy^den f o r William T, M e r r i f i e l d , an 
important l o c a l builder and r e a l estate developer; t h i s e a r l i e r house was 
abandoned f o r i t s i n a b i l i t y to be adapted to modern plumbing-, heating and 
e l e c t r i c a l w i r i n g . 

is o r i g i n a l l y occuped by V/illiam x^orbes, a Judge of Probate. 
Ltive of Westborough who, a f t e r spending several years i n 
''̂ •'•'.rkey, returned to V/orcester, where he was adraitted to 

3etv;een 1875 said 1679 Forbes was a j u s t i c e of the f i r s t 
Tn„„4.„„.„ Tr„.^^ „j . n . j T O D T J T O ^ O n 

The house w 
Forbes was a nat 
Constantinople, Turkey, returned to V/orcester, 
the bar i n 1877, Between 1875 and 1879 Forbes ^ 
D i s t r i c t Court of Eastern V/orcester, Between l 8 8 l and 1822 Forbes Xiras 
a state representative and between 1686 and I887 a state senator. In I888 
Forbes married H a r r i e t t e M e r r i f i e l d , daughter of V/illiam T, M e r r i f i e l d , 
Active i n manyr l o c a l organizations, Harriette Forbes i s known l o c a l l y as 
the author of a history- of the tovm of V/estborough ("The Hundredth Town") 
and"for her b r i e f biography of Elias Carter, a V/orcester a r c h i t e c t of the 
lat e I820s-l6i4.03, She vms an avid student of architecture, pa.rticularly 
interested i n researching and photographing early V/orcester houses. In 
addition, H&rriette Forbes x>ras a founder of the Worcester Equal Franchise 

( c o n t , ) 
10. Bibliography and/or references (such as local histories, deeds, assessor's records, 

early maps, etc.) 
V/orcester H i s t o r i c a l S o c i e t y , B i o g r a p h i c a l f i l e (V/,T. H , and E , Forbes) 
E r s k i n e , M, Esther Forbes, V/orcester B i c e n t e n n i a l C o m i s s i o n , 1976, 
H u t t , G, H i s t o r y of l / o r ce s t e r . v o l , I , p ,500 ; v o l , I V , p p . 773-7714. 

(V/,T. and H . Forbes) 



INVENTORY FORM CONTINUATION SHEET 

MASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL CCTtflSSION 
Office of the Secretary, Boston 

Ccmmunity: 
V/orcester 

Form No: 
101-E 

Property Name: ^^^^g^^^f J^^®^^ 

Indicate each item on inventory foim v^iich is being continued below. 

group organized at a meeting i n the Forbes House i n 1912. The 
9. 
01ub, a 
club \<ia.3 active locally^ i n b u i l d i n g support To 
l a t e r occupant of the house was Esther x^orbes, 
r i a r r i e t t e r'orbes, who vras the author of Johnny 
the V/orld He Lived I n , and other novels, short stories and essay-s. 

" women's 
daughter 
Tremain, 

suffrage, A 
of V/illiam and 
Paul Heve.re and. 

Staple to Inventory form at bottom 
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PARIS F L E T C H E R 

S U M N E R B. T I L T O N 

R O B E R T J . W H I P P L E 

L I N W O O D M. E R S K I N E , JR. 

G E O R G E AVERY WHITE . JR. 

PHIL IP L. B E R K E L E Y 

HENRY C. H O R N E R 

J O H N E. H O D G S O N 

S U M N E R B. T I L T O N . JR. 

PHILL IPS S. D A V I S 

R O B E R T R K I M B A L L 

D O U G L A S Q. M E Y S T R E 

F L E T C H E R , T I L T O N & W H I P P L E , P.C. 
C O U N S E L O R S AT LAW 

THE G U A R A N T Y B U I L D I N G 

3 7 0 MA IN STREET • R O O M 12SO 

W O R C E S T E R , M A S S A C H U S E T T S 0 1 6 0 8 

T E L E P H O N E 1617) 7 9 8 - 8 6 2 1 

J u l y 30, 1979 

FORMERLY 

J U N E , F L E T C H E R a W H I P P L E 

T I L T O N . E R S K I N E ft B E R K E L E Y 

AUG i 3 1979 

W A R N E R S F L E T C H E R 

R O B E R T F D O R E , JR. 

C H R I S T O P H E R W. PARKER 

J A M E S M. B U R G O Y N E 

D i r e c t o r , O f f i c e of Archeology and H i s t o r i c Preservation 
Heritage Conservation and Recreation Service 
Department of the I n t e r i o r 
Washington, DC 02202 

Dear S i r : 

By t h i s l e t t e r I am requesting your assistance i n r e s o l ­
v i n g a matter of some concern t o me which involves your department. 

I n A p r i l 1979, my w i f e received a l e t t e r from the Massa­
chusetts H i s t o r i c a l Commission a d v i s i n g her t h a t property owned by 
my w i f e a t 23 Trowbridge Road, Worcester, Massachusetts was being 
considered f o r i n c l u s i o n i n the Nat i o n a l Register of H i s t o r i c 
Places. P r i o r to r e c e i v i n g t h i s form l e t t e r , i n March, we had 
become aware o f the p o t e n t i a l nomination since a photographer came 
on our premises w i t h o u t n o t i c e to us or permission from us t o 
photograph the house. Upon my i n q u i r y to the Worcester Heritage 
Preservation Society, I was advised t h a t the Society had not 
nominated our property. However, despite t h i s assurance, I 
received the no t i c e of A p r i l saying t h a t the property was under 
c o n s i d e r a t i o n . 

Since the A p r i l n o t i c e I have corresponded w i t h the 
Worcester Heritage Preservation Society and the Massachusetts 
H i s t o r i c a l Commission i n an e f f o r t to keep the property o f f the 
National Register. I have been repeatedly assured t h a t l i s t i n g i s 
advantageous and t h a t i t involves no r e s t r i c t i o n on the use of the 
prop e r t y . However, my w i f e and I f e e l t h a t l i s t i n g c o n s t i t u t e s an 
unwarranted inv a s i o n of our p r i v a c y . Further, and c e r t a i n l y more 
germane, we f e e l t h a t based on the c r i t e r i a f o r l i s t i n g property as 
est a b l i s h e d by the National H i s t o r i c Preservation Act o f 1966, our 
property does not even q u a l i f y f o r l i s t i n g . 

A f t e r some considerable e f f o r t on my p a r t , I have 
obtained a copy o f the r e p o r t on our property which was prepared 
i n connection w i t h the National Register nomination. The r e p o r t 
contains numerous inaccuracies, misstatements and b l a t a n t e r r o r s . 
I n one instance, the r e p o r t c i t e s a marriage date of one of my 
ancestors which f a l s e l y i l l e g i t i m a t i z e s two members of the f a m i l y . 
Other misstatements are too lengthy to enumerate here. 



F L E T C H E R . T I L T O N & W H I P P L E 

- 2 - J u l y 39, 1979 

D i r e c t o r , O f f i c e of Archeology and H i s t o r i c Preservation 

My w i f e and I request t h a t you exercise the a u t h o r i t y 
vested i n you t o d i r e c t t h a t our property be removed from consider­
a t i o n f o r the National Register. We are appealing d i r e c t l y t o you 
because we have never been given the o p p o r t u n i t y to voice our 
o b j e c t i o n a t the l o c a l and s t a t e l e v e l and our w r i t t e n o b j e c t i o n s 
have gone l a r g e l y ignored. While I have learned t h a t a statewide 
meeting was held a t the Charlestown Navy Yard O f f i c e r ' s Club a t 
which I could have commented on the h i s t o r i c a l s i g n i f i c a n c e of the 
property, I was given no n o t i c e of t h i s meeting, nor d i d I see any 
published i n the l o c a l newspapers. 

In the event t h a t you choose not to f o l l o w the course of 
a c t i o n o u t l i n e d above, I would a t l e a s t request t h a t you conduct a 
formal determination under 36 CFR Sec. 63.4 ( c ) . I am c o n f i d e n t 
t h a t s i t e analysis and accurate examination of the records w i l l 
r e veal t h a t the property does not q u a l i f y f o r l i s t i n g . 

I w i l l await your response i n t h i s matter. 

Sincerely yours. 

LME,Jr:jh 
Linwood M. Erskine, J r . 



THE NATIuMAL REGISTbR Or HlSJ l̂lilC PLACES 

DATE REC'D 

INDIVIDUAL r;LSP.''IISF (ATt.f "MZO) 

T:.L:I II. iJE C .LL (AlTf OHLU) 

D.JE ."Cii N TAKEN 

INITIALS 



T E L E P H O N E REPORT 
OFFICE OF ARCHEOLOGY AND HISTORIC PRESERVATION 

ESS: A<t^ . SkpOs 
STAFF MEMBER: \ K y f 0 J ) DIVISION: 

REPORT : Properties o^mers, including Mr. Erskine, \jeve notified 
bv Mass. Histoirical Comm. on A.pril 9, 1979, and nomination was 
approved by T?eview Board June 13, 1''79. Mr. Erskines property is 
significant witlr;in d i s t r i c t , "̂ he w i l l be oleased to talk to hira 
about any errors in the nomination documentation, although she doubts 
there are an?A due to the thoroughness with which State compiled 
information. State Re-̂ riew Board members even toured city mth staff. 
Nomination i v i l l be hand delivered by next week. 

Mr. ''Irskine is upset because his house was broken into, and he 
believes that a l l the publicity resultin[t from nomination is responsible. 



.i/'Y.. 

661 

'Sr. LinHDo<2 H. I^rsklne, Jr. 
Fletcl'.er, T i l ton & Ifiiipple, P.C. 
Counselors at Law 
'QM CiuaraBty Duildloj; 
370 Main Street, Roota 1250 
I.^rceater, IJacsaclKJSctto 06103 

Boar !!r. Bralklne: 

Tliaril: you for your letter of July 30; 1979 ^ coticemtnc your property 
located at 23 Trcnrbriilce Eoad, Uorcectcr, ilassachusct'cs, part o£ tl*a 
City of i/orceater :5iltiT>le BflSourgi^nM^ notninatloa to the national 
legiater of Historic Places. \^Z j-

Hie sioaiiiation \mB approved by the ISaasachusotto State Ravlisw Board 
oa June 13, 1979. I t Tr i l l sooo be fortreirded to the Hatloiial Regiater 
by tlie State Historic Prescrvatioa n f f i c c r , lis. Patricia UcslowskL, 
EjsDcutive Jirector, iiaonacIrxisetttJ Historical Cosaraission, 294 UashiagtoQ 
Street, Bostoa, llaesaciaiisetts 0210S. 

Lis t ing ia the Ilatioaal Itogistcr i s Federal recognition tliat a 
•̂ KStptsstes foasesses cul tural value aad i£3 'sor-iratioii. 
does tM>t measx that the Federal Poverasoeiit . . J .acquire the 
pro^xarty or place res t r ic t ive covenants, on the laaads. 

I t 

He have contacted lis. Candice JenMiis of the Itassachusctta Historical 
OcrasalsslQa, and alie lias inforoet! ua tl jat the CojiJEiissioa considers 
your property to be a coctributing part of the noEstnatlon. Slie aljso 
iaforaod us that tlie Corxiission's raiords indicate that you were 
aaong the property owners n&t i f iod by the Staato Historic Preoervatioa 
Officer on. A p r i l 9, 1979, of the pcaAtos-noaiaatijcm. 

Ia accordaiice i5?ith the enclosed Federal rsgulatioas, 36 CFS. part 60, 
af ter the City of Uorcestcr Multiple Sesource Area lioaiaation has 
beeu received by the national P^JCisteri property osners iprill again 
be no t i f i ed and givtaa aa oprxsTtunity to cossaent on the nomination, 
Althougli a property otHxer'o conseat i s not roqt:;Lred to l i s t a 
property, cooacats w i l l be cowldered durlag the revics? of tlie 
aoriiaatioii by tlff i ITatlonal Eje^ster s t a f f . 



I f there are errors of fact .in the noraination we suggeast you contact 
tlie Ilassachuoetts Historical Conalssion directly. lis. Jenkins lias 
assured us tliat the CoiiEiisaion w i l l be pleased to hear from you on 
this natter. 

Concerning your reference to 36 CFR 63.4(c)., the Seepcr of the 
Hatlonal Reelster ordinarily makes fomal deterninations of e l i g i b i l i t y 
for l i s t i n g i n the Ifetional Rnsister only x-iiien properties nay be 
adversely affected by projects i n iJiiich there i s Federal Irtfolvesaent. 
I f your property i s included i n a nomination subnltted by tlie State;, 
the National Register w i l l tsal̂ e a decision concerning i t s l i s t i n g 
i l l accord i r i th the naaiaatlon procedures, 36 CFR 60. I f the City of 
Uorcestcr i i a l t i p l e ?,eoource Area i s accepted for l i s t i n g ia the 
national Pjagistcrj notice ^ r t l l be given i n the "Femoral Register." 
I f additiottBl information i s needed to conplete the evaluation, or 
i f i t i s detenained that tlffi property does not neet the national 
Fvegister c r i t e r i a for evaluation, the aaalnation w i l l be returned Co 
the State, 

I f we cm be of further assistance to you, please l o t us kaoi7. 

Siijcarely, 

/Sgd./ Jerry I . Rogers 

Jerry Eogcra 
Chief, Office of Archeolosy ami 
Historic Preservation 

cc: Mrs. Patricia L. Weslowsld 
Executive Director 
JIassachusetts Historical Coiamission 
294 Washington Street 
Boston, Ilassachusetts 02108 

bee: Director's Reading File /Y../Cly/ Of t t^P 
FHR: S Sheffield:ggk:343-6401:8/21/79 
BASIC FILE RETAINED IN NR 
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W O R C E S T E R , M A S S A C H U S E T T S 0 1 6 0 8 

T E L E P H O N E 16171 7 9 8 - 8 6 2 1 

September 6, 19 79 

FORMERLY 

J U N E , F L E T C H E R ft W H I P P L E 

T I L T O N , E R S K I N E & B E R K E L E Y 

J e r r y Rogers, Chief 
O f f i c e of Archaeology and H i s t o r i c Preservation 
Heritage Conservation & Recreation Service 
United States Department o f the I n t e r i o r 
Washington, D. C. 20240 

Dear Mr. Rogers: Re: 661 

I thank you f o r your l e t t e r of August 27, 19 79 r e l a t i v e 
t o the r e a l e state a t 23 Trowbridge Road, Worcester, Massachusetts 
which my w i f e and I do not wish t o have l i s t e d on the National 
Register of H i s t o r i c Places. I n your l e t t e r you r e f e r t o the 
C i t y of Worcester M u l t i p l e Resource Area. My w i f e and I 
c e r t a i n l y have no o b j e c t i o n t o the area of the C i t y of Worcester 
being l i s t e d i n the Register of H i s t o r i c Places. Our o b j e c t i o n 
i s t o l i s t i n g the property a t 2 3 Trowbridge Road i n d i v i d u a l l y 
because we do not f e e l t h a t i t meets the c r i t e r i a f o r l i s t i n g . 

You are c o r r e c t t h a t we were informed l a s t s p r i n g t h a t 
the house a t 2 3 Trowbridge Road was proposed f o r nomination and 
since t h a t time have w r i t t e n a number of l e t t e r s o b j e c t i n g t o the 
proposal both a t the l o c a l l e v e l and the State l e v e l . My w i f e 
and I d i d attend the meeting h e l d i n Worcester a t which repre­
s e n t a t i v e s of the Massachusetts H i s t o r i c a l Commission were 
present i n an e f f o r t to f i n d out how we could keep the property 
from being l i s t e d . When we point e d out t h a t p r o p e r t i e s t h a t 
have achieved s i g n i f i c a n c e w i t h i n the past 50 years s h a l l not be 
considered e l i g i b l e , we were t o l d t h a t the State a u t h o r i t i e s , i n 
e f f e c t , disregarded the 50 year p e r i o d and put anything they 
wanted on the l i s t on the basis of exceptional importance. 

I am w r i t i n g t o Ms. Jenkins of the Massachusetts 
H i s t o r i c a l Commission asking her t o s p e c i f i c a l l y define what the 
State H i s t o r i c a l Commission f e e l s makes the property a t 2 3 Trow­
bridge Road t o be of exce p t i o n a l importance. However, I do not 
plan t o p o i n t out t o her the e r r o r s i n the form B r e p o r t as to 
the h i s t o r i c a l s i g n i f i c a n c e of the house u n t i l I f i n d out from 
her what ones she f e e l s make the pro p e r t y o f exce p t i o n a l impor­
tance. Knowing how the s t a f f o f the H i s t o r i c a l Commission 
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reacted when we attended the meeting here i n Worcester, I f e e l 
c e r t a i n t h a t , i f I p o i n t out the e r r o r s i n the r e p o r t t o begin 
w i t h , the s t a f f may merely choose a l l of the other p a r t s of the 
r e p o r t as being what makes the property of exceptional importance. 
I n other words, I f e e l t h a t the State Commission s t a f f does not 
r e a l l y care whether i t i s f o l l o w i n g r u l e s and r e g u l a t i o n s and i s 
i n s i s t e n t on keeping the house on the l i s t because i t s actions 
have been questioned. 

I n view o f the inaccuracies i n the r e p o r t on 2 3 Trow­
bridge Road, I t h i n k t h a t a l l o f the Worcester area nominations 
should be very c l o s e l y s c r u t i n i z e d t o make sure t h a t they do not 
have as many e r r o r s as the r e p o r t on 2 3 Trowbridge Road. As a 
member of a h i s t o r i c a l l y minded f a m i l y , I am i n t e r e s t e d i n 
h i s t o r i c a l accuracy and I t h i n k you w i l l agree w i t h me t h a t there 
i s nothing worse than sloppy h i s t o r i c a l work which gets d u p l i ­
cated or i n t o p r i n t causing many problems f o r f u t u r e h i s t o r i a n s . 

I am very glad to l e a r n from your l e t t e r t h a t , a f t e r 
nominations have been received by the National Register, property 
owners w i l l again be n o t i f i e d and given an o p p o r t u n i t y to comment. 
My w i f e and I w i l l plan on doing so and hope t h a t more a t t e n t i o n 
w i l l be paid t o the comments than, has been the case on the l o c a l 
and s t a t e l e v e l . 

Very t r u l y yours. 

LME,Jr:jh 
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October 2, 19 79 

FORMERLY 

J U N E . F L E T C H E R a W H I P P L E 

T I L T O N , E R S K I N E 8c B E R K E L E Y 

W A R N E R S. F L E T C H E R 

R O B E R T F. D O R E , JR. 

C H R I S T O P H E R W. PARKER 

J A M E S M. B U R G O Y N E 

Charles A. Herrington 
A c t i n g Keeper of the Na t i o n a l Register 
Heritage Conservation and Recreation Service 
Department o f the I n t e r i o r 
Pension B u i l d i n g 
440 G S t r e e t N. W. 
Washington, D.C. 20243 

A t t e n t i o n : NOM 

Re: 663 

Dear Mr. Herrington: 

Owner - Margaret A. Erskine 
495 Richards Avenue Paxton, MA 01612 
Property: Worcester M u l t i p l e 

Resource Area 
W i l l i a m Forbes House 
23 Trowbridge Rd., Worcester, MA 

My w i f e , Margaret A. Erskine, and I have received your 
l e t t e r dated September 27, 19 79 concerning l i s t i n g of the property 
a t 2 3 Trowbridge Road i n the N a t i o n a l Register of H i s t o r i c Places. 
My w i f e and I have been making a concerted e f f o r t t o keep the house 
from being l i s t e d ever since we found out t h a t the Worcester 
Heritage Preservation Society and the Massachusetts H i s t o r i c a l 
Commission were considering nominating the house. From our p o i n t 
of view t h i s i s an example of bureaucracy run rampant. I am 
enclosing a copy o f an a r t i c l e from the Worcester Telegram o f 
September 21, 19 79 concerning another government program. My w i f e 
and I have taken the actions t h a t we have taken because I agree 
w i t h Gerald E. St. H i l a i r e t h a t " i f we s i t back and accept incom­
petence and mismanagement from our government, be i t f e d e r a l , 
s t a t e or l o c a l , we get j u s t what we deserve." 

I am also enclosing a copy o 
from Candace Jenkins, N a t i o n a l Registe 
Massachusetts H i s t o r i c a l Commission. 
September 19 79 although i t contains no 
of a date on the l e t t e r amusing as the 
v a t i o n Society and the Massachusetts H 
be unconcerned about dates and t h e i r a 
Ms. Jenkins sent to me w i t h her l e t t e r 
t h a t my grandparents, H a r r i e t t e M e r r i f 

f a l e t t e r which I received 
r Coordinator, f o r the 
I received the l e t t e r d uring 
date. I f i n d the omission 
Worcester Heritage Preser-

i s t o r i c a l Commission seem t o 
ccuracy. The r e p o r t which 
has been corrected t o show 

i e l d and W i l l i a m T. Forbes, 
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were married i n 1884. For some time the Heritage Society and the 
State H i s t o r i c a l Commission were c i r c u l a t i n g the r e p o r t t h a t they 
were married i n 1888 which would have made my two uncles i l l e g i ­
timate and one of my aunts as having been conceived out of wedlock. 

From Ms. Jenkins' l e t t e r , you w i l l note t h a t she i s not 
concerned w i t h the accuracy of the r e p o r t on the house w i t h regards 
to c r i t e r i a A and B and whether these c r i t e r i a have been met w i t h i n 
the 50 year period or p r i o r t o the 50 year period as she f e e l s the 
house was s i g n i f i c a n t from the day i t was b u i l t under c r i t e r i a C. 
A l o c a l Worcester banker i s c u r r e n t l y b u i l d i n g a s u b s t a n t i a l house 
on a s u b s t a n t i a l t r a c t of land. I wonder i f the Worcester Heritage 
Preservation Society and Ms. Jenkins are going t o f o l l o w through 
on t h e i r f e e l i n g t h a t your 50 year c u t - o f f date does not apply and 
l i s t t h i s banker's house f o r nomination as an example of conspicuous 
consumption i n a period when few houses t h a t would meet t h i s 
d e f i n i t i o n are b u i l t i n c e n t r a l Massachusetts. 

Because we seem t o be g e t t i n g nowhere w i t h the Worcester 
Heritage Preservation Society or the Massachusetts H i s t o r i c a l 
Commission, I am not sure t h a t we are going t o be as successful as 
Mr, St. H i l a i r e i n changing the system. I see no p o i n t i n correc­
t i n g and improving upon the h i s t o r i c a l s i g n i f i c a n c e r e p o r t on the 
house a t 23 Trowbridge Road, Worcester as Ms. Jenkins i n d i c a t e s 
t h a t we are stuck w i t h having the house nominated because she f e e l s 
i t q u a l i f i e s under c r i t e r i a C w i t h o u t the 50 year period set f o r t h 
i n your c r i t e r i a f o r e v a l u a t i o n being a p p l i c a b l e . From my p o i n t 
of view, 50 years ago the house a t 2 3 Trowbridge Road was j u s t one 
of many b i g V i c t o r i a n p e r i o d houses i n Worcester. P u t t i n g too many 
houses of no r e a l s i g n i f i c a n c e on h i s t o r i c l i s t s merely d i l u t e s the 
value of the e n t i r e p r o j e c t . 

I suspect t h a t your o f f i c e normally accepts nominations 
from s t a t e agencies w i t h o u t question and t h a t my w i f e and I have 
l i t t l e chance of your disagreeing w i t h Ms. Jenkins' conclusions 
t h a t the house was of n a t i o n a l h i s t o r i c s i g n i f i c a n c e as of the day 
i t was b u i l t . I f t h i s i s the case, my w i f e and I would be w i l l i n g 
t o c o r r e c t the r e p o r t submitted t o you by the Massachusetts 
H i s t o r i c a l Commission on the property a t 23 Trowbridge Road, 
Worcester and t o f u r n i s h you w i t h a d d i t i o n a l i n f o r m a t i o n which we 
f e e l i s more s i g n i f i c a n t than much of what i s contained i n the 
o r i g i n a l r e p o r t i f you w i l l agree t h a t the r e a l estate at 23 Trow­
bridge Road, Worcester w i l l be omitted from any p u b l i c or published 
l i s t s under Section 101(a)(4) of the National H i s t o r i c Preservation 
Act of 1966. My mother, who j u s t turned 90 years of age, i s the 
p r i n c i p a l occupant of the house. Some of the contents of the house 
are of considerable value from a monetary p o i n t of view and also 
from an h i s t o r i c a l p o i n t of view. We f e e l t h a t l i s t i n g the house 
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on pi i b l i s h e d or p i i b l i c l i s t s would create a r i s k of d e s t r u c t i o n 
or harm t o the s i t e w i t h which my mother would be unable t o cope. 
The house i s located i n an area t h a t i s not improving from a 
s o c i a l and economic p o i n t of view and we have already had the 
experience of two armed men f o r c i n g t h e i r way i n t o the house 
when members of the f a m i l y were i n i t . F o r t u n a t e l y , i t was i n the 
evening when there were few l i g h t s on i n the house and l i t t l e 
damage was done and only a few items taken because the i n t r u d e r s , 
one of whom hel d my aunt and uncle a t gun p o i n t w h i l e the other 
went through the house, were unable t o f i g u r e out the o l d r o t a r y 
l i g h t switches. My w i f e and I f e e l t h a t having the house on l i s t s 
and c a l l e d t o the p u b l i c ' s a t t e n t i o n amounts t o asking f o r more 
t r o u b l e . 

I hope t h a t you w i l l not consider t h i s l e t t e r t o have 
been w r i t t e n by someone who i s not sympathetic w i t h h i s t o r y and 
the p r e s e r v a t i o n of m a t e r i a l or h i s t o r i c s i g n i f i c a n c e . I am a t 
l e a s t the t h i r d generation i n my f a m i l y t h a t has been i n t e r e s t e d 
i n h i s t o r y . Among other a c t i v i t i e s , I am c u r r e n t l y the recording 
secretary of the American An t i q u a r i a n Society and the corporate 
secretary of Old Sturbridge I n c . which operates Old Sturbridge 
V i l l a g e . 

Very t r u l y yours. 

LME,Jr:jh 
Encs . 
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COMMISSION 

COMMONWEALTH OF MASSACHUSETTS 
Office of the Secretary of State 
294 Washington Street 
Boston, Massachusetts 
02108 
617-727-8470 

MICHAEL JOSEPH CONNOLLY 
Secretary of State 

Linwood M. Erskine, Jr. 
Fletcher, Tilton & Whipple 
Counselors at Law 
The Guarantee Building 
370 Main Street 
Worcester, MA. 01608 

Dear Mr. Erskine: 

We received a copy of Mr. Rogers'letter of August 27 as well as a copy 
of your own letter on August 29. I have been waiting to hear from you. 
After receiving your i n i t i a l comments last spring, the form for the 
William Forbes House was revised. I am enclosing a copy; i f there are 
s t i l l errors let me know and they will be corrected. In a nomination 
of this magnitude i t is inevitable that a few errors will occur even 
when i t is based on meticulous research. I regret the inconvenience this 
has caused you and I appreciate your close attention to detail. 

This house, designed in 1898 by Barker-Nourse, is a major local example 
of the neo-Tudor style and so meets criteria C. I t is also associated 
with the lives of prominent local persons like William and Harriet Forbes 
and so meets criteria B. Finally,it is associated with the sufferage move­
ment and so meets criteria A. The house's significance dates from the day 
of its construction so the 50 year cut-off date has no relation to this 
case. 

You w i l t be receiving an official notification from the Heritage Conserva­
tion and Recreation Service that they are considering the nomination of 
your property. I f you do not agree with our assessment of significance, 
you may comment directly to the National Register Branch of the Office of 
Archeology and Historic Preservation at that time. 

Sincerely, 

(^JOAKCYPIAIJL^ JZIAJUA^C/) 

Candace Jer 
National Reĝ ŝ ter Coordinator 

CJ/mt 
enc. 





7. Original owner (if known) 

Original use 

V ; i l l i a m Trowbridge Forbes 

residence 

Subsequent uses (if any) and dates_ same 

8. Themes (check as many as applicable) 

Aboriginal 
Agricultural 
Architectural 
The Arts 
Commerce 
Communication 
Community development 

Conservation 
Education 
Exploration/ 

settle ment 
Industry 
Military 
Political •X" 

Recreation 
Religion 
Science/ 

invention 
Social/ 

humanitarian 
Transportation 

9. Historical significance (include explanation of themes checked above) 

An exceptional l o c a l example of neo-Tudor archi t e c t u r e , the William 
Forbes House i s a two and one-half storey structure of asymmetrical plan,. 
P r i n c i p a l features of the house's exterior are i t s elaborate (decorative) 
ha l f - t i m b e r i n g , steeply pitched gables, diamond-pane saahl:{3d storey) and 
stone terrace (south elevation). The house remains i n nearly o r i g i n a l 
condition and i s among the most elaborate designs produced by the l o c a l 
a r c h i t e c t u r a l f i r m of Barker L liourse. According to l o c a l t r a d i t i o n the 
Forbes House was b u i l t to replace a concrete house which had been designed 
during the C i v i l V.'ar by Elbridge Boyden f o r V.'illiam T. M e r r i f i e l d , an 
important l o c a l builder and r e a l estate developer; t h i s e a r l i e r house was 
abandoned f o r i t s i n a b i l i t y to be adapted to modern plumbing, heating and 
e l e c t r i c a l w i r i n g . 

The house was o r i g i n a l l y occuped by V.'illiam i^^orbes, a Judge of Probate. 
Forbes was a native of ̂ 'estborough who, a f t e r spending several years i n 
Constantinople, Turkey, returned to V.'orcester, xvhere he was admitted to 
the bar i n 1877. BetvJeen 1875 and I879 Forbes v;as a j u s t i c e of the f i r s t 
D i s t r i c t Court of Eastern V/orcester. Between I 8 8 I and 1822 Forbes was 
a state representative and between I886 and I887 a state senator. In 1884 
Forbes married H a r r i e t t e M e r r i f i e l d , daughter of V.'illiam T. M e r r i f i e l d , ' 
Active i n many l o c a l organizations, Harriette Forbes i s known l o c a l l y as 
the author of a h i s t o r y of the town of V;estborough ("The Hundredth Town") 
and "for her brifef biography of Elias Carter, a V/orcester a r c h i t e c t of the 
la t e l820s-l8i|.0s, She was an avid student of arc h i t e c t u r e , p a r t i c u l a r l y 
interested i n researching and photographing early V/orcester houses. In 
addi t i o n , H e r r i e t t e Forbes was a founder of the Worcester Equal Franchise 

. , , , ( c o n t , ) 
10. BiDliography and/or references (such as local histories, deeds, assessor's records, 

early maps, etc.) 
' . .orcester H i s t o r i c a l S o c i e t y . B i o g r a p h i c a l f i l e (V;.T, H . and E . Forbes) 
L r s k i n e , I I . Esther Forbes , V/orcester B i c e n t e n n i a l Conr i i s s ion , 1976. 
: . 'u t t , C. H i s t o r y of V.'orcester. v o l . I , p .500 ; v o l . I \ ^ , p p . 773-77I4. 

(V/.T. and H . Forbes) 



INVENTORY FORM CONTINUATION SHEET 

MASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL CCTMISSION 
Office of the Secretary, Boston 

Conmunity: 
V/orcester 

Form No: 
101-E 

Property Name: ^^^^^g^uSe'^^®^ 

Indicate each item on inventory fonn vihich is being continued below. 

9. 
Club, a group organized at a meeting i n the Forbes House i n 1912. The 
club was ac t ive l o c a l l y i n b u i l d i n g support f o r x-xomen's su f f r age , A 
l a t e r occupant of the house was Esther Forbes, daughter of V/ i l l i am and 
Har r i e t t e Forbes, who v;as the author of Johnny Tremain, Paul Revere and 
the V/orld He Lived I n , and other novels, short s to r i e s and essays. 

Staple to Inventory form at bottom 
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FORMERLY 

J U N E . F L E T C H E R a W H I P P L E 

T I L T O N . E R S K I N E » B E R K E L E Y 

March 4, 1980 

Charles A. Herr i n g t o n , A c t i n g Keeper 
of the N a t i o n a l Register 

United States Department of the I n t e r i o r 
Heritage Conservation and Recreation Service 
Washington, D.C. 20240 

RE: #661 

Dear Mr. Herrington; 

For i d e n t i f i c a t i o n purposes, I am enclosing a copy of the 
l e t t e r which you wrote t o me on October 29, 1979. I am also en­
c l o s i n g a copy of a form l e t t e r from the Massachusetts H i s t o r i c a l 
Commission and a copy of the envelope i n which t h i s l e t t e r eventu­
a l l y reached my w i f e , Margaret A. Erskine. Rather t y p i c a l of t h i s 
whole matter and r a t h e r t y p i c a l of the lack of a t t e n t i o n t o d e t a i l 
and inaccuracies of the Massachusetts H i s t o r i c a l Commission, the 
envelope was misaddressed. 

Your l e t t e r of October twenty-ninth s a i d t h a t the N a t i o n a l 
Register would consider my comments during the review process. I 
would very much appreciate hearing from you as t o whether the house 
a t 23 Trowbridge Road, Worcester, Massachusetts was kept o f f the 
l i s t as requested and, i f not, whether the request t h a t p u b l i c a t i o n 
of the name and l o c a t i o n of the house be e l i m i n a t e d so t h a t adequate 
p r o t e c t i o n t o the house and my f a m i l y could be provided. 

I am s e r i o u s l y considering t a k i n g l e g a l a c t i o n f o r invasion of 
priva c y against the Worcester Heritage Preservation Society and the 
Massachusetts H i s t o r i c a l Commission. However, I am r e l u c t a n t t o do 
so because t h i s would undoubtedly cause the p u b l i c i t y f o r the house 
which I t h i n k i s unwarranted and which I hope to avoid. I f the house 
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ends up on the N a t i o n a l Register and,^Jhe, !U.sting i s not kept secret, 
my w i f e and I are q u i t e seriously^n^vin^'^•Sie house demolished and 
s e l l i n g the land which i s of considerable value and would be of more 
value w i t h the house demolished than w i t h the house standing. 

Very t r u l y yours. 

LME,Jr.:Im 
Enclosures 
cc: Massachusetts H i s t o r i c a l Commission 
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United St.itcs Dcpiirtincnt of the Interior 

HERITAGE CONSERVAl ION A N D R I X K1:A I I 0 N Sl ' I ' .VI ' I-
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20240 

IN REPLY REFER TO: 6 6 1 

OC'i 2 9 \,j 
Mr. Linwood M. Erskine, Jr. 
Fletcher, T i l t o n & Whipple, P.C. 
Counselors at Law 
The Guaranty Building 
370 Main Street - Room 1250 
Worcester, Massachusetts 01608 

Dear Mr. Erskine: 

Thank you for your l e t t e r concerning the proposed l i s t i n g of the 
Worcester Multiple Resource Area, Worcester County, Massachusetts, i n 
the National Register of Historic Places. 

The National Register w i l l consider your comments during the review 
process and w i l l provide a copy of your l e t t e r to the Massachusetts 
State Historic Preservation Officer, Mrs. P a t r i c i a L. Weslowski, 
Executive Director, Massachusetts H i s t o r i c a l Commission, 294 Washington 
Street, Boston, Massachusetts 02108. Although National Register reg­
ulations require that a property owner be given an opportunity to comment 
on a proposed nomination, an owner's permission i s not required f o r l i s t i n g . 

L i s t i n g i n the National Register i s Federal recognition that a property 
possesses c u l t u r a l value and is worthy of preservation. Once l i s t e d i n 
the National Register, a property receives l i m i t e d protection through 
comment by the Advisory Council on Historic Preservation on the effect of 
federally assisted projects on h i s t o r i c properties. Provisions of the Tax 
Reform Act of 1976 provide incentives for the r e h a b i l i t a t i o n of certain 
structures l i s t e d i n the National Register and disincentives for t h e i r 
demolition. L i s t i n g has no other effe c t on the property. I t does not 
aff e c t the range of actions an owner can take as long as a Federal action 
i s not involved. 

I f the Worcester Multiple Resource Area i s accepted for l i s t i n g i n the 
National Register, notice w i l l be placed i n the "Federal Register." I f 
additional information i s needed to complete the evaluation, or i f i t i s 
determined that the property does not meet the National Register c r i t e r i a 
for evaluation, the nomination w i l l be returned to the State. 

We appreciate your p a r t i c i p a t i o n i n the National Register commenting 
process. 

Sincerely, 

//uMSl^ kiA 
Charles A. Herrington 
Acting Keeper of the National Register 
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