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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

Audubon, the present residence of Gen. and Mrs, William R, Buster,

represents three eras of construction, The stone section, one and one-

half stories high, was built apparently by James Stephenson, one of the
first settlers in the era, or by his son of the same name. A brick
section connected to the gable end of the house, is a story and half high
and includes a large cooking chimney. Onto the southeast end was
attached a Greek Revival brick house, 5 bays in width and 2 stories in
height, with distyle pedimented portico.

The stone structure has been somewhat remodeled on the outside with
the addition of dormers along the roofline, opening of a large glass
window with small lights and a porch. The interior retains early Ken-
tucky features, with a middle Gédrgian or classical mantel, reeded

window recesses, and ash floors. The brick kitchen has a lopg-restored

brick fireplace. The Greek Revival section on the outside presents a

simple five bay facade with a large Greek door with Greek ears, trimmed

with dentils and fluted side panels. The pedimented portico with denti-
culated entablature ig supported by two large brick piers. The cornice
is small and extends across the front of the house. On the inside this
block presents a winding stair case, extremely fine detail in woodwork
and other detail typical of the period.

Down the hill from the ‘house is an elegant spring house, probably the
largest of its kind in the aréa. A frame extension of the structure
seems to be original. Seats are arranged in the front room of the re-
stored structure. The oldest structure on the tract of land owned by
the Stephenson's Was a log building. It has been dismanteled and
anpb,og_;gd by the present owners, who plan to reconstruct it.
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STATEMENT OF SiGNIFICANCE

The one and one-half &tory stone section of Audubon was built by either
James Stephenson, an early settler, or his son of the same name. The
elder Stephenson was given the regponsibility of surveying several roads
when Scott County was established in 1792. After James Stephenson died,
his son sold the stone house to Charles B. Lewis in 1829,

Charles B. Lewis was manager of transportation for Johnson, Weiseger
and Company, a stagecoach line involved both in moving travellers and in
shipping merchandise. This was the leading shipping firm in Kentucky;
it was established by James Johnson and managed after his death by his
son, Edward P. Johnson. When railroading developed in the region, the
firm was active in adapting its shipping program to take advantage of
railroads. Audubon standg near the Lexington-Frankfort-Louisville
Railroad tracks and is not far from Paynes Depot, an important shipping
pomt,' : RS T D A TR
Audubon is presently owned by General (Ret.) and Mrs, William R, Buster
General Buster was born in Harrodsburg, Kentucky Oct. 10, 1916. He
attended Centre Coliege in Danville, Kentucky and the U.S. Military
Academy at West Point, from which he graduated in 1939, He served in
the U.S. Army from 1939-47, seeing action during World War Il in the
European Theater and Africa. During his military career he earned many
decorations and service ribbons, and attained the rank of Brigadier Gen.
In 1947 he resigned from the army to run a farm. He served two terms
(1960-1967) as Agsistant Adjutant General of Kentucky. He has been very
active in tiwie amgd service organizations, serving as president of the
Midway Lions Club, 1948-49; president of the Woodford County Farm
Bureau, 1957-39; chairman of the Louisville Regional Blood Center for the

Board of Trustees of Midway College, director of the Production Credit

Association and vice-president of the board, 1973; director of United
Bank and Trust Company in Versailles, Kentucky, 1973; chairman of the
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American Red Cross, 1954-59; member of the executive committee of the |
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A History of Scott County As told By Its Buildings, Ann B, Bevins, Chapter II,

P. 10. (Unpublished Manuscript.)

J. Winston Coleman, Jr.,

Chain of Title Seaxch, Scott County Courthouse,

Stagecoach DaXEs In The Bludgrass (Louisville:The
? H H 2, ) 8, 2 .

Standard Printing Co., 1935) pp. 44, 4
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board of elders and deacons of New Union Christian Church in
Woodford County, 1973. He is presently operating a tobacco, livestock
and thoroughbred farm and since 1972 has been the coordinator of all
activities of the Kentucky Historical Society., His wife is Mildred
Martin of Midway, Kentucky; they have three children.

Audubon is significant both as an attractive example of eclectic
architecture and as the home of men of both local and state
prominence.
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