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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The Dallas County Courthouse is situated on the public square of Mel, dominating 
the commercial district which surrounds it. The square itself is framed by 
brick pavement, laid in 1896. One section of it, which is Iowa Highway 169, 
was scheduled for repaving in concrete. Local interestf^a financial contribution 
from the Mel City Council resulted in a compromise with Iowa's Department of 
Transportation, which will take the unusual step of laying a concrete base 
for the street, and then will relay the brick, thus preserving the visual 
character of the courthouse square.

The courthouse was biiilt in 1902, of Bedford gray limestorie. The structure has 
three stages, a massive rectangle dominated by a three-stage clock tower. Round, 
conical-roofed towers are found on each corner of the hipped-roof wings which 
flank the central block. Windows throughout are plate glass in sash, some curved, 
with transoms on thoaBof the second and third stories. Each stage is set off 
by stringcourses and the parapetted, narrow denticular cornice.

Each side of the courthouse features a central, projecting pavilion, crowned 
with stepped gables. Pedimented wall dormers are found, and finials are used 
in profusion.

The entrance pavilion is a four-stage composition, each stage separated by a full 
entablature, on a dressed ashlar base. The lower stage features a large semi­ 
circular arch, framed by truncated, panelled Corinthian pilasters on pedestals. 
In the second stage is a tryptich window fromed by paired Corinthian pilasters, 
also on pedestals. The third stage begins with a balcony with turned balusters, 
the ends of which form the SDrinoooint for small flvincr buttresses. The second- 
staae triole window is repeated here; above is an arcaded tabernacle with Ionic 
pilasters framed by consoles. The whole is capped with a statue of Blind Justice.

The clock tower consists of two square stages and a round, domed upper stage. 
Noteworthy features are broken, segmental pediments of the first stage, and the 
triangular pediments, lacking full returns, above.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

This form is intended to supersede the previous 10-300, which nomiriated the Dallas 
County Courthouse and the surrounding green space, to the National Register in 
1973. The purpose of the renomination is to effect an enlargement of the boundaries 
of the area included on the National Register, to encompass the segments of brick 
pavement which surround the courthouse square. The original nomination did not 
take into account the visual contribution made by the pavement to the overall 
sense of time and plac4 which characterizes this midwestern town square. Besides 
enhancing the historical environment of the courthouse, the deep red brick repeats 
the color of the building's roof, thus becoming a part of the overall composition.

The brick pavement is actually older than the courthouse, having been laid six 
years before construction of this building in 1902. As much as for practical 
reasons, the brick streets were a public relations gesture on the part of the 
town, to demonstrate the progressive nature of its people and the town's importance 
as the county seat.

The significance of the courthouse itself was established with its listing in 
the National Rsgister in 1973. It was designed \by £he firm of Proudfoot and 
Bird, Des JVbines architects of statewide dinpact during the decades 1880-1920. 
Stylistically it is clearly derivative of the Chateauesqtie, with its high, hipped 
roof, connical-roofed turrets, and wall dormers enlivened by a profusion of 
decorative detail.
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