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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (it known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The Browning House was constructed in 1873 and is a product of Early Ameri­ 
can architectural development utilizing a semi-cruciform around plan. 
This plan allowed all rooms to be light and airy and permitted structural 
enlargement whenever new social and economic conditions made it desirable. 
It is typical of the type of country houses of that era which were designed 
from the inside to the outside to correspond to particular individual de­ 
mands but above all to the peculiarities, customs and needs of the builder 
in that each house was designed for a specific purpose and not to a-specific 
style. The Browning House features plain flat brick walls and economy of 
detail with clean cut openings for the recessed doors and windows arid light 
colored interior ceilings and walls. This is a basic element of Early 
American architecture and was unknown in Europe in the 1870 f s. Exterior and 
interior walls range from fourteen (14) to eighteen (18) inches in thickness 
doors and windows are recessed approximately seven (7) inches and ceiling 
heights are eleven feet six inches (11 T 6"). Floors were of yellow poplar 
and most of the floors are in a fair condition at the present time. It has 
four (4) rooms upstairs and four (4) rooms downstairs with an enclosed 
fireplace in each room. This is an irregular shaped two (2) story building, 
38'x52 f with an offset 18 f xl9' that is one (1) story high. The building is 
of brick construction with concrete and brick foundation, wood floors and a 
shingle roof. The building contains approximately 3,477 square feet. 
The building was restored by Procter and Gamble (operating contrator of 
Milan Army Ammunition Plant) in 1953 and utilized for additional office 
space. Restoration consisted of repairing doors, floors, walls, windows 
and other repairs minor in nature as required. The restoration also in­ 
cluded installation of a fire escape for the second floor located on the 
south side of the building. Appearance of the original building proper 
has not been changed.

At present the building is classified as an administration building, 
general purpose, Building Number Z-183A and is currently in a standby 
status.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The "Browning House" is the childhood home of former Tennessee Governor, 
Gordon Browning. He was Governor of the State of Tennessee during the 
periods of 1937-^938 and 1949-1952. The house was occupied by Governor 
Browning during the period of 1904-1908. Governor Browning is Tennessee's 
only living ex-governor. Governor Browning was a veteran of both World War 
I and World War II and served in Congress as a Representative of Tennessee 
for twelve (12) years.

The "Browning House" is representative of the style homes constructed during 
the reconstruction years of the South in the late 1800 T s and is a good 
example of a mid 19th century Tennessee rural building. Very few two-story 
brick homes were constructed in West Tennessee and this is one of the few 
that were built in Gibson County. It has been a part of Milan Army Ammuni­ 
tion Plant since 1941. The building was used as a home during pre-Army 
ownership. It was not used during the period of 1941-1953. In 1953 the 
building was restored and utilized as an Administration Building until 1956 
and at that time there being no further need for its use, it was placed in 
and currently is in Standby Status. 
Honorable Gordon Browning. 
EARLY YEARS
Gordon Browning was born on a farm near Atwood, Carroll County, Tennessee on 
November 22, 1889, the son of James Harvey and Melissa Brooks Browning. He 
attended a country school for seven years and walked the two and a half mile 
distance in order to attend the school. His next two (2) years of schooling 
were spent at Trezevant, Carroll County, Tennessee when the family moved 
there from his birthplace. The family then moved into the edge of Gibson 
County where his father's last homestead (The Browning House) was. At that 
time it was known as the old Cunningham Place. His high school days were 
spent at Milan High School, Milan, Gibson County, Tennessee and he graduated 
in 1908. As a farmer's son he did not have much time for play, walking to 
school, farm work and school work occupied most of his time, however he did 
play baseball while attending high school. After high school he attended 
Valparaiso University in Indiana where he graduated, and Cumberland Law 
School at Lebanon, Tennessee where he received a law degree. He began 
practicing law in Huntingdon, Tennessee in 1914.
MILITARY SERVICE Reference Attached Continuation Sheet Form 10-300a.



(A) Former Governor Gordon Browning 
(B) NEWS-MAAP (Milan Army Ammunition Plant Newspaper) 

December 1972 Edition. Reference attached copy. 
(G) Carroll County Historical Society, McKenzie, Tennessee 38201 
(D) Oral History Program, History and Travel Department, 

Memphis Public Library and Information Center, 
Memphis, Tennessee 38104
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MILITARY SERVICE

Gordon Browning was 27 years old at the outbreak of World War I and enlisted 
in June 1917 after the declaration of war. He was sent to an officer's can­ 
didate school and commissioned as a 2nd Lieutenant in the 114th Field 
Artillery, a Tennessee volunteer unit of the National Guard. He served in 
three major battles during the bitterest days of the war, the St. Mihiel, the 
Meuse-Argonne and the Weovre offensives. He had been promoted to the rank of 
Captain at the time of these battles.

When the United States entered into the hostilities of World War II Gordon 
Browning wired the War Department immediately offering his services. He 
entered service at his old rank of Captain and for awhile commanded the anti­ 
aircraft units in the Los Angeles sector. He was selected to attend the 
military government service school and upon graduation was sent to England to 
help plan the invasion, where he served on General Eisenhower's Staff. He was 
eventually promoted to the rank of Lieutenant Colonel. After the invasion of 
Belgium he was assigned as first deputy in charge of civil affairs in 
Belgium, and then promoted to the post of command for both the American and 
British where he directed the restoration of government throughout Belgium. 
He was awarded the Order of Leopold and the Ordre de la Couronne by the 
Belgium government. He also received the Legion of Merit (U.S.A.), the Order 
of the British Empire (England), the Order of Orange Nassau (Netherlands), and 
the Order of Adolph Nassau (Luxembourg) for his services in restoring civil 
government in the low countries. Lieutenant Colonel Browning was assigned as 
political and civil affairs advisor to General Lucius Clay at the end of the 
war and later assigned as Governor of Bavaria, a major state in the American 
zone where he reorganized the military and local governments before returning 
to civilian life in 1947.

POLITICAL SERVICE
In 1922 Gordon Browning was elected to serve in Congress which he did until 
1934. In 1934 he made an unsuccessful campaign for the U.S. Senate, however 
in 1936 he ran for Governor of the State of Tennessee and won by a landslide. 
His outstanding achievement during that term (1937-1938) was his budget law 
and debt refinancing plan. He was defeated in 1938 for re-election. After 
returning from World War II service he waged a highly successful campaign and 
was once again elected as Governor of the State of Tennessee in 1948. During 
his second term of office the State Library, Archives, Cordell Hull Building, 
House Office Building, a new School for the Blind and improvements to the 
School for the Deaf were constructed. Hard surfaced roads in the State were 
increased from 10,000 miles to 20,000 miles.
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