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Smmay Paragrgph

The Eagt Rochegter Church and Cametery Higtoric District isarectangular 125 acre Site dong County Road in Rochedter,
Massachusdtts, on its border with Wareham. The district conggsof two properties, achurch and acemetery, which, snce
the sscond quarter of the 19* century, have been the symboalic public center for alinear rura neighborhood. Eat
Rochegter Churchisa 1 '/2-gtory wood-frame Gresk Reviva church dating from 1857. This gable-front building hes
recessed-pand pilagters, awide divided trim band below the comice, and tall 12/12 sseh windows. The square pilastered
belfry, on a pilastered bass, contains an 1872 bell. The interior of the church retains features dating from an 1892
redecorating and subssguent improvements early in the 20* century, including atin ceiling and eghteen long, divided,
dip pews Eagt Rochester Church wias built in the southeestem comer of the pre-exigting neighborhood cemetery. This 1-
acre candey lot contains gpprox. 180 burids, dating from 1828 to 1997, but mogt from before 1890. At present, the Eagt
Rochegter Church and Camelery are owned, respectively, by the Rochester Historical Society and the Town of Rochedter.

Location and Setting

The setting of the Eagt Rochester Church and Cametery isdigtinctly rural, on the northesstem edge of the largely rurd
town of Rochegter, Located on a dightri se(between 60 & 70ft. above sea leve), the didtrict is on the wesem dde of
Coimty Roed, a itsintersection with Pierceville Road in Wareham. County Road sarves as the municipa boundary
between Rochester and Wareham, dthough the latter began as part of Rochester. Historically, County Road was the main
route between Rochester Center and Plymouth. It was dso the only passage between the wetlands of the Sippican Riverin
Rochester and the Wewearntic River in Wareham, both of which flow southwards into Buzzards Bay. A mileto the north
of thedistrict. County Road intersects with MA Hwy. 28, the "'Cranberry Highway;" & that intersection Coimty Roed
becomes Massechusatts Highway 58, the main road from severd south coadt townsto the coimty seet & Plymouth. A half
mile beyond this intersection to the north. County Road/Highway 58 coimects with U.S. Interdate Hwy. 495 a Exit 2.
Judt over amile south of thedistrict. County Road isintersected by Marys Pond Road, the main srest to Rochester
Ceanter. A half mileto the eedt of the district isthe Wareham hamlet of Tremont, once a switching gation where the main
line of the New Y ork, New Haven & Hartford Railroad branched off to various coedd towns. A mile to the southwest of
the didtrict, at the intersection of High Sireet and Fierce Stret, is Douglas Comer (formerly Fierceville), a settlement with
which this church and cemetery hes long been assodated. The areaimmediatdy surrounding the didtrict is sandy
woodland, intergpersed with logging svamps pasturdand, cranberry bogs ponds, reservoirs, and grave pits. Directly
acrass Coimty Road from the district, and dong both Sdes of County Road, are 19 and early 20* century single-family
houses onrdatively large lots, intergpersad with wetlands. The 1943 USGS topographica mgp shows housing dendty on
County Road comparable to that of today. Severd |ots south of the district, but north of High Street, sood Fierceville
Schoadl in 1943; dthough it hes been demolished snce then.

The Eagt Rochester Church and Cametery weere once part of the same rectangular lot, dthough itslegd history is
complicated. Together the two meke agenerdly rectangular plot, measuring gpproximately 150 feet wide and 280 feet
desgp; Eadt Rochester church occupies an goprox. 100 x 100 ft. plotin the southeest comer of thislarger lot, defmed by a
ded in 1857. Ownership of the cemetery previoudy to 1971, when the town acquired it for a public cemetery, isundear.
The cameery lot has been defmed primarily by preexisting use and by trandfers of the land surrounding it. Both the Eagt
Rochegter Church and Cametery have been known by avariety of names through their history. The church hes been
known, varioudy, as the Methodist Protestant Church (1857 references), Fierceville Mesting House (an 1880 desd for an
adjacent property), and, since 1892, Eagt Rochester Congregationd Church. Varioudy referred to as Pierceville Canetary
or Briggs Lane Camdery in the 19* century, the Eagt Rochester Cametary hes been known as Woodsde Camelery Snce
a lesgt 1940.

(continued)
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Eas Rochester Church: Summarv & Exterior

Eas Rochester Church isa 1 /2-gory dapboarded wood-frame church, on abrick foundation, whose original building
mesares 33 feet, 6 inches wide by 40 feet, 8 inches long (Photograph 1). Dating from 1857, this gable-front building hes
svard prominent Gresk Reviva characteridtics, including recessedpand pilagters, awide divided trim band beow the
comice, and tall 12/12 sseh windows. Thethree-part wall entablature is an unfigured frieze and architrave, dearly divided
by atrim board, supporting aprojecting comice. The front vestibule of the building, an 1892 addition, mesaures 10 feet
degp and 20 feet, 4/2 inches wide. The church building is surmounted by a soueare two-level belfiy with recessedHpend
pilagter comerboards. The belfiy baseis dapboarded, while the upper section islouvered, and contains an 1872 bell. Each
of the belfry facades gopears to be identical, and the belfry is capped with alow-pitched pyramidd roof and lightning rod.
The church stsfairly dose to thisbusy paved arterid road, with only a short front sdewak dividing the narrow front
yard.

Facing County Road, the eestem facade of the building is dso the only symmetricd devation (Photograph 2). The
origind facade of the building is dgpboarded, with asmple facade gable and gable end retums supported by the recessed-
pand Doric pilagter comerboards. A smdl sgnboard, with alow gable-arched top, ataches to thewall in the middle of
what would be the tympanum of the gable. Itisblank, and partialy obstmcted by the peek of the gable roof of the
vegtibule addition. The vestibule is centered in the eestamn facade and the front-gabled roof of the vedtibule copies the
angle of theroof of the origina building. The vestibuleis covered in a ssquence of patterned shingles, which interact with
the Gresk Revivd character of the building in interesting ways, while etablishing adeear Victorian decorative surface. In
the front gable, for example, just below the comice board, rows of octagond-patterned shingles cover the peek, followed
by two rows of straight shingles, then hexagond shingles, then another band of graight shingles connecting the comice
return, st aop atrim band of jagged triangular shingles, which define the base of the tympanum. Rows of sraight
shingles represent the frieze and architrave, and correspond to the frieze and architrave trim boeards on the sde devations
of the vestibule. Bdlow these, awide band of octagond shingles wraps dl three devations of the vedtibule and extends
down to the top of the doors and windows. A row of jagged triangular shingles completes thisband, and acoantuetes the
door and window lintds. Thewall surface beow this point is dagpboard. Thin pilaster comerboards and comice retums
complete thismodified Gresk Revival/Victorian compostion.

Theprimary entry to the building isthrough large double doors into the vestibule on the eestem facade. Painted green,
these matd replacement doors eech havefour decorative pands Thefront Seps are d 0 arecent replacemant, with
contemporary metd gtair railings. Thetwo tall windows on the eestem facade of the origina building frame the vestibule.
They are smple 12/12 double-hung windows with flat framing, adightly overhanging drip lintel, and ashdlow sill. Four
windows light the vestibule, one each on the north and south devations, and two on the eestem devation, framing the
front doorway. They are much shorter than the tall windowsthet light the hall. The doors and windows of the vestibule are
both framed in asmilar manner, with plain sde boards and asingle-board top lintel which smply projects dightly over
the Sde boards. Mot of the windows have aluminum-framed combination gorms

The Gresk Revivd charecteridics are dso pronounced on the dapboarded north and south Sde devations of the Eagt
Rochester Church (Photograph 3). Recesssd-pand pilaster Doric comerboards frame the composition on both sdes,
supporting awide divided trim band below the comice, the frieze corbelling out twice ebove the architrave. The
projecting comice includes wooden guttering. On both the north and south Sdes the hall window placement isidentica
and asymmetricd, with the three tall windows placed doser to the westem end of the church, alowing morelight tothe
front of the church. On the south devation, asx-pand dde door (ca 1928) opensdirectly into themain hall. A smdl

(continued)
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wooden scaffold landing, with an open staircaseof four treeds, provides aooess from the driveway to this door. Two smal
windowsin the brick foundation light the basement. On the north devation, three smdl 6/6 windows light the besament
(Photograph 4). On the westem end of the north eevation, a door provides direct acoess from the driveway into the
church begament. A amdl end-gabled shed, 4 feet, 9 inches widex 5 feet, 2 inches degp, dating from the mid-20* century,
is attached to the foundation here as a vestibule,

Thewestem devation of the Eagt Rochester Churchis smilar in frame to the eestam facade (Photograph 5). It hesa
dample facade gable and geble end retums supported by recessed-pand pilaster comerboards. However, unlike the rest of
the church, thisdevation is shingled with unpainted cedar shingles. An exterior brick chinmey sack (ca 1907) rises from
the ground, through the southem sde of the overhanging comice, and ends above the ridgeline with apair of corbdled
brick courses Two iron collars anchor the chimney sadk to the wall. The shingle covering may be arepair after firesin
1930 and the 1940s A single doorway in the building's southem comer opens into the besameatt. Itis dightly bdow grade
and =t into aconcrete well, and fitted with amodem replacement door. Four windows light this evation, including three
cantered under theridgeline;around stained glasswindow over the dtar in the main hall, and two 6/6-light windows
lighting the attic and basament. Another 6/6-light window opensinto the northem end of the besement. A fuel-ail tank and
other utility hook-ups clutter this devation. Each of the four entries to the building hes asingle-bulb fixture directly above
the door, as the mainillumination of the exterior.

The grounds of the Eagt Rochester Church daope gently from the southeest comer to the northwest comer, wherethe
besemeant doorway is a grade. Wide blacktop driveways (particularly on the south) provide the only parking, and are
joined by agravd path behind the church to form a single horseshoe driveway. Signs encourage visitors to enter the
driveway to the south of the church, drive around the building, and exit back onto busy County Road without having to
beck up. In the southwest comer of thelot is atwo-room, four-sester wood frame Outhouse/Privy (Photograph 6). TTiis
gebled building faces east and has two amal windows highin the north and south gables. A copper pipe bracketed to the
north eevation of the outhouse indicates thet it once had afront eavestrough to keep the ground in front of the entry from
getting too wet. The privy isinactive but hes been presarved. For the purposes of this nomination the Outhous2/Privy is a
contributing building.

A wak leads from the front door of the church to the sreet. A recent (ca. 2003) addition to the Site isatwo-pogt signboard
directly south of the church building, which gives the drest number, and reeds "EAST ROCHESTER CHURCH" and
"Rochegter Higtorical Society Musaum.” The Signboard is, for the purpases of this nomination, a noncontributing object.

Eag Rochester Church: Interior

Apart from the vestibule and besemant, the interior of the building isprimarily the V2 story worship hall, which mesaures
goprox. 32 ft. wide x 39ft.,4 inches long (Photograph 7). The hall faces wes, with a7-ft. degp, 16 inch high raised
platform that extends the full width of the west end. Access to this platform isby asingle inst gep on the north and south
end, and mog of the platform isfronted by apipe railing fitted with acloth curtain. An 8-inch high raised dais aop the
center of thisplatform holds the movable ecclesiagtical fumiture (the pulpit and chairs). The sasnctuary focusis further
indicated by a sngle round sained-glass window in avamished circularframe,the center pand of which depicts an open
biblewith thewords"HOLY BIBLE" written across the top of the peges On either end of the center pul pit are Smple
wall soonoes with single eectric bulbs and frilled frosted glass shedes (Photograph 8). A wooden hymn-number board
with agable-end top hangsjust to the south of the southem sconce A locked glass case atached to wall (on the westem
end of the north wall) contains the parish's pewter 5-piece commimion s2t: apitcher, paten, and three cups A large

(continued)
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console pipe organ sts on the northem end of the platform, marked "Organ—V ocdion, Mason and Risch, Worceder,
MASS." The Canadian firm of Mason & Risch built the Vocalion in Worcester ca 1890 to ca 1903. The organ may date
fromthe ca 1892 redecoration of the church, or it may be the usad organ from the Humphrey estate donated in 1932. The
front of the church today isfurther crowded with digolay cases memorabilia, and amanneguin belonging to the Rochetter
Historical Society. Large dand-donewa | bookcases now line much of the eesteamwall. Presumably the gdlery taken out
in 1892 was dong this now-blank eestem end; no location isindicated in church records.

Eighteen dip pews that mesaure 12 feet, 4 inches long, occupy mog of the hall, aranged in two rows of nine paws eech.
The pawsindude acenter divider, and open onto either the center or one of the two dde ddes, thus making 36 pew
goeoes The ddesare rdatively narrow, meeauring about two feet wide dong the north and south walls and only three feet
widein the center. Metal numbers affixed to the pew endsindicate thet the front pew has bean removed on eech Sde. This
fact isftirtherconfirmed by an old sedting plan showing 40 pew goeces The aide ddesof these vamished dip pews have
agothic arch incised pand decoration. The backsand arms of the pews have asnuous curved rail, terminating in a disk-
or tendril-like curl.

The floors are covered with narrow tongue-and-groove boar ding, running ees-west throughout. Thewallsof thehall are
drded by a vamished chair-rail-likeboard at three fegt high, with narrow vamished vertical boarding bdow and plager
walls above (Photograph 9). Thedlis of the seven-foat tall windows regt upon thisrail. The windows are 34 incheswide,
=t in gmple vamished framing boardswhich are five incheswide Theframingboard above the windows is dightly
raked, with a gable pegk in the canter, and topped by a prgjecting comice The doorways in the south devation and into
the vedibule bath have this same pesked comice, indicating they all likdy date from the initial congmdion of the church.
Thewindows are fitted with sats of vamished interior folding shutters (ca. 1900). The plagerwork of the cdling is evident
only in the attic; the ceiling of the entire hall was covered in an daboratdy peiterned tin ceiling in 1910-11 This tin
cdling isin exadlent shape throughout. Lighting for the sanduary isprovided by five dectric fixtur es sugpended from the
cdling. Thefour comer lights conds of two single bulbs supended from a pipefitting, with glass shades (Photograph
10). An daborate, and gpparently dder, chanddier hangs in the canter of the room. It has @ght arms four of which
auppart aups hading kerasene lantems Four of the arms have gpparendy had thar lamp cupsremoved and replaced with
a pipe fitting smilar to the comer lights, each pipe hading two dedtric lights (sse Photographs 7 & 8).

The vedtibule, an addition built onto the eastem exterior wall of the building, isabout 19 feet long (north to south) and 9
ft., 6inches degp. Double doors on pivot hinges dlow entranceinto the main hall. Thesewooden doors have four recessed
pands, long pandson top and short pands on the bottom. Asin the main hall, the walls are plager above and vertica
wainscoting below. The windows have double folding indde shutters. A five foot-wide opening in the south end of the
vedibule floor holds a gaircase into the besement. A balusfrade with tumed baludiers separates the stairwell from the hall.
The ggpsand walls of this Saircase are concarete block, exogpt for the eestemwall that isfoundation brick. Thefront sill
and the cut ends of flooring boardsin the wall aoveindicate that thisinterior saircase to the besameant wes inserted after
the vestibule was completed, possibly when the vestibule underpirmings were replaced in 1909. The use of conarete block
confirms this, or a leest indicates that the daircase has bean rebuilt in the 20* century. Judt to the south of the doorway
fromthe vedtibule into the main hall, awooden ladder agoends to a amdlfrapdoorin the vestibule ceiling (adjacent to the
origina building). The bell rope aso asoands to the belfry through thisfrapdoor.Within the vestibule attic, & its geble
pesk, a sacondfrapdoorhes bean cut through the eestem facade of the origina building, into the church attic; gpparently
the height of the roof of the vedtibule was dictated by the height of the attic floor in the original building.

(continued)
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The attic of the church reved's the nature of the building's pinned mortise-and-tenon frame. Four center king-post tmsses,
resting atop the eest and west wall plates, carry mogt of the weight of the roof above and support the celling below. Each
king pogt goedes out & itstop and bottom and ispinned into itstie beam below, the principa rafters rest agang (and are
tenoned into) the goede above. Sde smits rise from the bottom goede of the king-pogt to the midpoint of the principd
rafters, to both sfrengthen the truss and further support the 9de purlins. The purlins arefrenchedinto the principa rafters.
Two-part ssoondary rafters rise from the plate to the purlin and from the purlin to theridgeline,where they are pinned
together. Theroof hes noridgepole. From the attic, the origina ceiling isvisible, complete with lathing and plagter. The
esgtem two baysof the roof have bean somewhat reconstmcted and reinforced over the years to support the weight of the
roof belfry. The knob-and-tube wiring of the building (ca. 1914) isdso visblein theattic.

Thetwo-leve belfiy isamortiseandtenon framed smcture, itsbeams held in place with pins. Only the dde louversand
the pyramidd cgp a the top gopear to have been rebuilt. The bell isbolted to acarriage, which ends in 9de pinsthat fit
into sde yokes The bell operates by apulley in the floor and asdeflywheel. On the Sde of the cadt bell isthe raised
legend "William Blake& Co. formerly H.N. Hooper & Co. Boston Mass 1872." Thebell carriage hes araised "3."

The besamantt of the church extends only under the origina hall, not eest under the added vedtibule. Accessto the
besamant is through exterior doors in the northwest and southwest comers and adoor in the northeest comer which opans
off the vedtibule gaircase. The walls of the basamant are covered in narrow horizonta boarding. Built-in sorege cebinets
line the eestem wall, while kitchen cabinets and fixtures such as a gove and a gnk line the length of the southem wall.
Smdl-diameter metd poles (ca. 1928) reinforce the floor of the hall above. Except for same visiblefiimaceductwork, the
ceiling hes been fmished and fitted with single bulb, glass-shede lighting fixtures. Most of these besemant improvements
gopear to date from the early to mid-20* century, within the period of significance. The only improvements to the
besemant snce the period of significance are the rooms built dong the westem wall: afumace room, resfroom with gnk
and toilet, and gorageroom. These gopear to date from 1983, the year the church received Rochester Building Permit
#1736 to complete the work.

Eagt Rochester Church: Condition and Changes snce the Period of Significance

Generdly, the Eagt Rochester Church isin excdlent condition. The wooden gutters dong the northem sde of theroof are
leaking, but do not gopear to have caussd other damege The level of continuing mantenance for the building is good.
Apart from basament partitions, only minima updating hes occurred snce the end of the period of significance.

Ead Rocheder Cameav

The Eagt Rocheter Cametery, known today as Wooddde Cemeary, isan L-dhgped 1 -acrelot that wraps around the north
and west ddes of the Eagt Rochester Churchin Rochester (Photograph 11), Although it hes a50-ft, frontage on County
Road a itsintersection with Pierceville Road (in Wareham), the cametery has no Sfret eddress of its own. The oldest
known buria in the cemelery dates to 1828, the newest to 1997. Approximately 180 burias are recorded for the cametary,
which contains about 150 tombgtones. The burials mostly face west, many are lined in rows, some ae in family plots, ad
afew gppear randomly placed. The grounds are generdly level, with a dight dope dowrnwards towards the rear of the
cametery. Woodlands border the plot on the northem and westem Sdes and encroach into the cemetery, andfreegrowth
and branch collgpse have damaged gonesand parts of the fence dong those ddes. Circulation in the camngery is provided
by two eest~west paths: ane dong the north fence, and a sscond from the church westward, which nominaly connect ina
north-south path at the west end.

(continued)
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The north, west, and south boundaries are defmed by an Iron Rail Fence, which condgtsof 2 long iron polerails ad
widdly goeced concrete fence pods. Therails pess through holes in the concrete posts; the tops of the pogs have a dight
rounded arch. Directly wegt of the church are the Cemetery Entrance Pogts, two sguare mbblestone pogts with concrete
cas (Photograph  12). Thisentrance marks the southem eest-west peth in the cemetery. For the purposss of this
nomination, the fence is acontributing smcture and the posts a contributing object.

Almost four-fifths of the buriadsin the Eagt Rochester Cametery date fromthe 19* century, primarily 1830to 1890, when
it was known as the Pierceville or Briggs Lane Cemeaay. The ddest doneisthat of Revolutionary War soldier Benjamin
Gumey, who was bom on July 4, 1743 and died on July 4, 1828, His shouldered datetombgtone, which gandsin the
southwest comer of the cemetery, haes agracefiJ scaloped top and is engraved with weeping willow and um motifs, quite
common & thetime. It has significant problems with moss and lichen coverage, as do many of the mogtly date and marble
19* -century gones Many are wegthered, illegible, or in nesd of repair. About 25 dones are broken with pieces scattered
nearby. Approximately ten donesare larger in Sze than the sandard tombstone, including two which are marble with
granite bes=s None of the tombgtones isknown to be sgned or atributed to known sonecarvers.

The largest family plot isthat surrounding the 15-ft. tall Morse family monument, agraduated obdisk faced with
polished marble and inscribed with Masonic symbols. The monument is st within atwenty by fifty foot rectangular plot,
near the northwest comer of the East Rochester Church, and is surrounded by granite curbing. One of the mogt striking of
the monuments isthat of John Q.A. Morse (1819-1898), a square pedestd with polished Sdes, topped with a polished
marble orb, which dands about six feet tall. Not within the Morse family plot, it Sands neer the cametlery entrance postis
(Photograph 12). Nearly aquarter of those buried in the Eagt Rochester Camaery share the Morse surmame

Another quarter of the burids share one of five sumames Barker, Barrows, Briggs, Bumpus, and Gumey. Fourteen
membars of the Briggsfamily are buried in the East Rochester Cemetery, modlly in the northesst comer. The date done
of Ann J. Briggs (1819-1830) isthe sscond-oldest marked buria in the ceametery. The Briggsburias dete from 1830 to
1887, with the exception of two from the 1950s At leest two of those buried in the cametery were soldierskilled in the
Civil War: Sullivan L. Bumpus (at Antietam) and Luther Morse (at Gettysburg),

Apart from the encroaching woods, the vegetation on the Ste reflects the efforts of various individuads, rather than any
perceived medter plan. Besides deciduousfrees,anumber of mature evergreen tressand shmbsare planted on the dite, a8
well as quite large, well-established duders of yucca plants, both within the cemetery and dongside the church.

Eagt Rochester Cameatarv: Condition and Changes since the Period of Significance

Generdly the East Rochester Camedery isin fair to good condition, with the usud weethering, spdling, cracking, and
lichen infestation that might be expected for 19* century sones which have had little ongoing upkesp. Encroachment of
the surrounding woodlands is probably the problem that neads to be addressed firt. Little hes changed in the cametery
dnce the dose of the period of sgnificance; fewer than a dozen new burids have occurred.

Archaeological Destription

While no ancient Native American dtesare known in the digtrict or in the generd area(within one mile), Stes may be
present. Environmenta characterigtics of the district represent locationd criteria (dope, soil drainage, proximity to

(continued)
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wetlands) thet are favorable for the presence of Native Stes Flord and faunal resources in the areawould have dso been
afractive to hunter-getherers for subssience and settlement activities. The Eagt Rochester Church and Cametery Historic
Digtrict islocated on level to moderatdly doping topography within apitted and dissected outwash plain.  Soilsin the area
ae wdl-drained to excessvely drained coarse sands formed in glacid till. Thedisfrict islocated within 1,000 feet of
cranberry bogs containing tributary sfreams of the Eagt Branch of the Sippican River to the west and the Weweantic River
tothe eedt. Bothriversbecome tidd estuarieswithin the Buzzard's Bay drainege. Given the above information, the small
sze of thedidtrict (1.25 acres), the extent of historic landuse, and known pattems of Native settlement in Rochester and
neighboring towns, amoderate potentia exids for the recovery of ancient Native American resources,

A high potentia exigs for locating historic archaeologica resourcesin the district. No historic- period landuse hes bean
identified on the property prior to the earliest grave in the cametery in 1828 and constmiction of the churchin 1857, Few
records exig related to constmction of the church. Additiona historic reseerch, combined with archaeologicd aurvey and
testing, may help locate the Stesof bamns carriage sheds, and occupationd-rdated features (frash pits, privies, wells) that
may exist on the property. In 1890, records of the church congregetion documented an affirmative voteto form a
committeeto erect "horse and carriage sheds'; however it isunknown whether they were ever erected. Stmctura
evidence and artifacts related to these buildings may exist, as well as examples of similar amctures from earlier and later
periods, A ca 1900 privy d0 exids in the southwest comer of the property, Stmctura evidence may survivefroman
earlier privy, andlor evidence that an earlier privy was deaned and rebuilt into the existing smcture. Archaeologica
festures may exig reated to constmction of the church and later renovations. Archaeologica evidence may survive
related to afire a the church in 1930.

Important archaeologica resources mey adso surviverdated to the East Rochester or Woodside Cametery. Unmarked
graves may represent the most common archaeologica resource assodated with the cemetery. While 150 tombstones
exig in the ceametery, records document the presence of 180 graves, mostly from 1830-1890, indicating 30 or more
unmarked graves  The earliest grave currently dates to 1828, Additional unrecorded and possibly earlier graves may dso
exig. The cemetery began as aamdl neighborhood cemetery, with the town acquiring the cemetary as apublic cemetery
in 1971. Previous ownership of the cemetery isundear. Unmarked graves could exigt prior to the kegping of written
camngay records, and the initial documented buria in 1828, Both marked and unmarked graves may include a burid
shaft, casket, human remains, and parsond artifacts rdated to the decessad. Buriad's may indlude single and multiple
intenunents. Buria shafts and human remains may be absant in graves meant to commemorate individuastheat died at
A or oMe remote geogrephic location. Broken gravestones and artifacts rdated to memorid sarvices may exig.
Stmcturd evidence of outbuildings rdated to mortuary and maintenance activities may dso exist.

(end)
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B. Statement of Significance

Applicable National Register Criteria
(Mark "x" In one or more boxes for the criteria qualifying the property
for National Register listing.)

)L A Property is associated with events that have made
a significant contribution to the broad patterns of
our history,

B Property is associated with the lives of persons
significant in our past,

X. C Property embodies the distinctive characteristics
of a type, period, or method of construction or
represents the work of a master, or possesses
high artistic values, or represents a significant and

distinguishable entity whose components lack
individual distinction.

D Property has yielded, or is likely to yield,
information important in prehistory or history.

Criteria Considerations
(Mark "x" in all the boxes that apply,)

Property is:

_ A owned by religious institution or used for
religious purposes.

_ B removed from its original location.

_ C a birthplace or grave,

JL D a cemetery,

_ E areconstructed building, object, or structure.
_ F acommemorative property.

_ G less than 50 years of age or achieved significance
within the past 50 years.

Narrative Statement of Significance

(Explain the significance of the property on one or more continuation sheets,)

9. Major Bihiingraphical References

Plymouth, MA
County and State

Areas of Significance
(Enter categories from instructions)

ARCHITECTURE
COMMUNITY PI ANNING AND DFVFI OPMFNT

RFI IGION

Period of Significance
ia?fi-1957

Significant Dates
1828 (oldest burial)
1857 (church construction)
1892 (church expansion & renovation)

Significant Person
(Complete if Criterion B is marked above)

Cultural Affiliation

Architect/Builder
Look, Jacob (church master carpenter)
William Blake and Co. (church bell)

(Cite the books, articles, and other sources used in preparing this form on one or more continuation sheets.)

Previous documentation on file (NPS):

_ preliminary determination of individual listing (36
CFR 67) has been requested

_ previously listed in the National Register

_ previously determined eligible by the National
Register

_ designated a National Historic Landmark

_ recorded by Historic American Buildings Survey
#

_ recorded by Historic American Engineering
Record #

Primary location of additional data:

X State Historic Preservation Office
_ Other State agency
Federal agency
Local government
_ University
X Other
Name of repository:
Rochester Town Library
Rochester Historical Society

X
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SImmav Satemant

The Eagt Rochegter Church and Camaery Higtoric Disfrict, arectangular 1.25 acre Ste dong County Road in Rocheter,
Massachusatts, conggtsof two properties, achurch and acemetery, which have bean the symboalic public center for a
linear rural neighborhood snce the second quarter of the 19* century. Eagt Rochegter Churchiisa 1 '/f2-gory wood-frame
Gresk Revivd church dating from 1857. Thisgable-front building hes recesssd-pand pilagters, awide divided trim bend
below the comice, and tall 12/12 seeh windows. The square pilastered belfry, on a pilastered bags, contains an 1872 bell.
Theinterior of the church retains some Gresk Reviva features such as peaked window heedars Other fegtures date from
an 18R redecorating and subsequent improvements early in the 20* century, including atin ceiling and eéghteen long dip
pews The Eagt Rochester Church was built in the southeestem comer of the pre-exigting neighborhood cametery. This 1-
acre cametery | ot contains gpproximatdy 180 burids, dating from 1828 to 1997, but mogt from before 1890. Many of the
same people who built and renovated the church are now buried in the adjoining cemetery. The disfrict reflects the history
of religion and community planning and development in Rochedter, The church is an important example of the use of
Grek Revivd for an ecdesadticad building. Furthermore, the architecture of the church is significant both for its cregtor
Jeoob Look (1827-1909), a Rochester housawright and magter workman, and the meker of itsbell, William Blake& Co,
of Bagton, The Eat Rochester Church and Cemetery, owned today by the Rochester Higtorical Society and the Town of
Rochedter, respectivey, ae little dtered snce their period of ggnificance (1828-1957), and have higtoric integrity in
terms of location, desgn, setting, materids, workmanship, feeling, and assodiation; together, they fulfill Nationd Regider
criteriaA and C & theloca level, and dso qualifies for Consderation D for acemeery property.

The Setting: Rochedter

Rocheger isarural town in Plymouth County, fifty miles south of Baston, forty-nine miles eet of Providence, and
nineteen miles northeest of New Bedford. Named after atown in England, Rochester was founded in 1679 ad
incorporated in 1636. Rochester originally wes avery large town that fronted on Buzzards Bay and included mod of the
coadlline between Fairhaven and Cgpe Cod. Itscoadtd precincts, though, separated to become the westem part of
Wareham (in 1739) and the towns of Marion (1852) and Mattapoisett (1857). Bordered today by LakeviUe and
Middleborough on the north, Frestown and Acushnet (in neighboring Bristol County) on the west, Mattapoisett on the
south, and Marion and Wareham on the eest, Rochester covers 37 square miles. Topographicaly, Rochedter is classified
as coadd lowland, with sandy and gravelly soils and drainage to Buzzards Bay through the Mattgpoisett and Sippican
Rivers. Heavily forested (oak, pine, and cedar), the town a0 hes awide variety of wetlands. netural and man-mede
ponds, svamps cranberry bogs, and aglacia kettlehole lake. Smdl linear settlements arose dong the roadway's, but even
Rochegter Center, the location of Town Hall, Flumb Memond Library, and Humb Comer Mall, isnot densdy satded. In
the 2000 census, Rochester recorded 4,581 residents, or nearly 125 persons per souare mile." Although some suburben
devdopment isoccurring, Rochester remains largely engeged in farming, logging, and recreetion. A twenty-first century
town history proudly proclaims, "Rochester continues today to be thet rural oeds of the mid-19* century "

Thefirst English immigrantsin the area now known as Rochegter arrived from neighboring Plymouth and Scituate to herd
livestock for the proprietors as early as 1649. During the century before the Revolution, much of the economic

(continued)

" "Rodhedter,” MHC Recomeissanoe Suvey Repart, ne 1981; "The Official Webste of the Town of Rochedter,”

(http/Amww townofrochestermiasscomvhigtorv.hm); "Find Repart Rodhester Community-Wide Higtoric and Architecturd Survey
Rodtheter Massadhusatts 1997-1998)" Public Archesdlogy Laboratary, Inc., Jly 1998, "'Rochedter, Massedhusdts' DHCD
Massachueetts (http:/Aww.meassgov/dhod/iprofile/’250.pdf).

A Jdith Hartly MacKinnon, Imeges of America: Rochester (Charleston, SC: Arcadia, 2(X)5), 8
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devdopment took place largely in the coagtd precincts of "Old Rochester: Marion and Mattgpoisett, In present-day
Rochedter, the ffrst node of settlement was the Town Green and the (First Parish) Meeting House (1699), The earliest
extant housss date to ca, 1690, and early industries developing a the same time were tar production and weater-powered
mills (saw, grig, fulling, and forge). These mills provided nodes for further devdopment, which continued gradudly until
the secesson of Mattgpoisett and Marion in the 1850s With itsmain economic engines gone, Rochester entered a long
period of devdopmentd quiescence, dthough agriculture, resource exfraction, and sawmill operation (particularly for box
boards and shingles) continued unabated. Rochester's declining population recovered somewhat in the first decede of the
20* century, spurred by cranberry cultivation and improvedfransportati onnetworks. Snce the town's lagt mill dosed in
1964, the production and marketing of cranberries has become the main industry of the town. Population increesed
subgantidly in the 1970s and continues to grow moderatedly, with some pressure from suburban devdopment

Criterion A: Rdigion

The Eagt Rochegter Church and Cametery are important to the devdopment of religion in Rochester. In Rocheder, asin
other early New England towns, the building of a church symbolized the founding of a community. The naming of a
"Ministry Woods' (for burying ground andttainingfi el d;today's Town Green) in 1697 in Rochester Cente—and the
congmction therein 1699 of the first permanent mestinghouse—esiablished  Rochester Center as the combined civic and
religious center of the growing town of Rochedter, ¢ Saven men sgned a church covenant in 1703; in 1709 the church
membearship list of thirty-five contained resdentsfrom the farthest reeches of "Old Rochester,” aress which later became
Wareham and Mattapoisett, The sscond medtinghouse (1717) weas built acrass from the cangery gatesin Rochester
Center, but soon dso became crowded. One by one, the isolated outlying neighborhoods rallied for their own sgparate
meatinghouses and civic datus Mattapoisett was st of f as the Second Precinct of Rochegter in 1735, Wareham as a
Sparate town in 1739, North Rochester as the Third Parish in 1748, and Sippican (Marion) asthe Fourth Parish in 1798
Those in each new paridh/precinct built anew medinghouse, taxing the members of the precinct for its congmction and
maintenance Rochester exempted Quiekers from ministry taxesin 1709 and Baptists later in the century, but church
taxation remained Massachusatts law until 1836, when church support was mled voluntary. The precincts of Mattapoisett
and Marion later became sgparate towns (in 1852 and 1857, respectively), dthough North Rochester did nat,

Rochegter and its various Congregationd precincts engaged in an ambitious building campeign in the 1830s and 1840s
under the direction of architect and builder Solomon K. Eaton of the Second (Mattgpoisett) Parish in Rochedter. In 1837,
Solomon Eaton designed and built the Carpenter Gothic-style First Congregationd Church in Rochester Center. During
the decade afterwards, each of the four historic Rochegter parishes hired Eaton to build them anew Gresk Reviva
medtinghouse Marion and North Rochester in 1841, Mattapoisett in 1842, andWarehamin 1845. The dory istold in the
"Old Rochegter” tovm higtory:

(continued)

" "Hnd Report Rodheter Community-Wide Higtoric and Architecturd Sunvey Rodheter Massedusaits 1997-1998)" Public
Ardheedlogy Laboratary, Inc., July 1998, D. Hamilton Hurd, ed. History of Flymouth County, Massedhusatts with Biogrgphical
Skedhes of Many of Its Fionears and Prominent Men (Philaddphias JW. Lewis 1884); Boanezar W. Raircg Historic Sketdhes of
Hanson, Lakeville, Méattgpoisatt, Middleboro', Ramirake, Hympton, Rodhester, Wadam, and Wes Bridgewater (Bogon, 1873).

* "Rodhede Cata—AreaA" Fom A Ares, Massadhusdtts Higtorical Commisson, 1998, Mary Hal Leonard, &t d,, Mattapoisett
and Old Rocheter Massachusatts Being aHigtory of these Tomns and d<o in Part of Marion and aportion of Wardem (3 ed.,
Mattgpoisat: Committes of the Town of Mattgpoisatt, 1907), 72-74. Chapter V of Leonard's bodk, "The Early Church ad the
Prednats” is the mogt complete and acoessible higtory of the devdgoment of rdigious and sodid govemance in Rodhedte.
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Between the years 1837 and 1845 dll five of these Congregationa churches thus formed out of the old First
Church in Rochester had new houses of worship of smilar architecture, for which Solomon K. Eaton of
Mattapoisett was architect and builder. The one a Wareham was bumed in 1904, and has been replaced by a
building of different architecturd style. The other four of these medting-housesare till in use They al bdong to
what hes been cdled the Third or Christopher Wren style of New England church architecture, though modified
by the fact that al have square belfries ingead of theusud pointed spfre,’
Eaton'sinvolvement isfurther verified by areceipt in thefilesof the North Rochester Congregationd Church, signed
"SK. Eaton,” which reeds "Recaived Sept. 11 1841 of the Congregetiond Precinct in Rochester, Middleborough and
Frestown by the hand of NC Perkins Two Hundred and Seventy Four Dollarsin part payment for building a Mesting
House for sad Precinct."* No connection isknown between Eaton and the Eagt Rochester Church, but under his influence,
the Gresk Reviva medtinghouse became the dandard and modd for rdligious Smctures in the region.

The Founding of the Eagt Rochester Church

The church in Eagt Rochegter was formed in 1854, with the Rev. Timothy M. Hall asthe first minigter, followed by Father

P, Brett, and then in 1856 by the Rev, J Madison Mayall. Mayall led the campaign to build the Eagt Rochester Church.

Thelot was purchased, and the constmction gpparently financed, by George Fierce of Rochester, Few records of the early

church survive, excet for alater transcription of aletter that Mayall wrotein 1857
Thisedifice was erected by George Pierce Esq. as aplace of worship for the Methodigt Protestant Church. ... In
the erection of thistemple, no worldly remuneration can ever be hoped for by Mr. Fierce. May great be his reward
in heaven. Ere he shdl osege to worship in earthly temples may he sse many gathered a thisdtar that shdl prove
aspillarsin the church of Chridt. . . . George Fierce Es was the first dass leeder. In 1856 anew dass wes
formed, and Benjamin Morton and Thomas W. Raymond were gppointed leeders and hold that office at the
present time. The church numbers a thistimenearly 50 and isin aflourishing condition.*

Thus Ferce and thisgroup of neighbors financed the congtmction of their new Methodist Protestant meeting house, rather

than paying for it through town levies, as had been the cage earlier with the (Congregationd) churches Thomas W.

Raymond, one of the leedersof the 1856 dass lived in the Gresk Reviva house (MHC# .155) thet till gands next door,

south of the new meeting house, a 351 County Road.

Benjamin Morton, the other 1856 dass leeder and a carpenter, 0ld the lot for the megtinghouse to George Fierce in 1857.
Ferce bought the land for $12 from co-owners Morton and Mary Swift.* Ferce granted the lot to the East Rochester
church on along-term lease, dthough it seams he never legdlyfransferredownership to the church. In fact, a quit-clam
de=d in the church records documents the sele by Fierce "unto the said Sdem Jefferson the Seet No, twenty-fivein the

(continued)

' May Hdl Leonard, et d,, Mattgpoissit and Old Rodhester Massachusdits Bang aHidory of these Toms and dso in Part of
Marion and aportion of Waeham (3*. ed., Mattgpoisat: Committee of the Toan of Mattgpoisatt, 1907), 90-91.

* Church records attic. North Rochester Congregetiond Church,

" J Madison Maydl, "To the mambas of the Mahodig church of the Bogion Didtrict Annud Conference, Rierceville Station,
Rodheter Aug, 22 1857." Transcription in thefil esof the Rodheter Hidoricd Sodety.

' Benjamin W. Marton and May Swift to George Waehington Fierce, Flymouth County Registry of Desds Baok 282, Page 266,
Reoorded 8 Depambe 1857
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New Methodigt Protestant Meeting House in Rochester neer Thomas Raymond."” George Washington Fierce (1804-
1875), the first leeder of the congregation, was afarmer, carpenter, and part-time preacher,” The son of William Fierce of
Wareham and Betsy Gumey of Rochester, George Washington Fierce married twice, the sscond time to widow Deborah
Tumer (d, 1881) in 1848," George and Deborah Fierce are buried neerby in Hillside Cametery & Douglas Comer, a
neighboihood known in the 19* century as Pierceville, By the 20* century, Fierceville hed come to refer more dearly to
itsnorthem end, a nearby Eagt Rocheter.

What little record exigs of the constmction of the East Rochester Church building again comes from thefranscri ptionof
the letter by the Rev. Mayall: "1n 1856 Rev J, Madison Mayall entered upon his labors with this church, and this house
wis erected during his pastoral cherge, in the summer of 1857. Mr, Jacob Look wes the Mader Workman, assged by
Benj, Marton [sic; presumably Morton], David Morse, Milton Rayme, and Jossph Look,” Morse and Morton were
mambears of the congregation of Eagt Rocheter Church and are buried in the Eagt Rocheter Cametery, Josgoh Look was
Jeoob L ook's younger brother, and dso a carpenter and builder,

Methodist circuit riders evangdized across the country and began churches & many rura intersections such as Eagt
Rochegter, A church higtorian described the process "L ocal churches and dasses could spring up wherever afew women
and men were gathered under the direction of a dass leader and were visited regularly by the circuit preacher, anewho
hed acircuit of preaching placed under his care. This sysem effectively sarved the nesds of city, town, village, or frontier
outpogt. The churcheswere able to go to the people wherever they settled™” The Eagt Rochester congregation organized
& mambas of the Methodist Protestant Church, agroup which broke off from the Methodist Episcopal Church in 1828,
Thisnew denomination held to Wedeyan religious principles but preferred congregationd govemance, demanding that
laity share govemanceof the church dong with dergy. It diminated bishops; the presdent of each conference gppointed
the padtors to their charges. Like many other denominations, the Methodist Pratestant Church split into northem and
southem branches before the Civil War, but reunified afterwards. Mogt of the denomination rejoined with other
Methodigts in 1939 to become part of what snce 1968 has bean known &s the United Methodist Church. ™

In the boundariesof "Old Rochedter,” at least four Methodist churcheswere built in thiswave of circuit-riding
evangdiam, A "Protesant Methodist” mestinghouse had been established dreedy in North Rochester in 1830,
congmcting aGresk Reviva building that still gands (289 North Avenue; MHC #28). It wias built a the intersection of
North Avenue and Snipatuit Road, but quickly failed and had been converted to agore by 1832. Another Protestant

(continued)

" Gaorge Hace of Rodhedter to SHem Jefferson, Quit-Claim Deed, 4 Novamber 1857.

"Doors Clase for Congregetion: Higtoricd Sodely to Teke over 145year-dd Rodheser Churdh' New Bedford Sandad-Times 3
Ocatoba 2002
" Vitd Reoords of Rodhedter, ancessad viathe NEHGS webdte Fiercds place of birth is unknoan.

J Madison Maydl, "To the mamias of the Methodig church of the Bagion Didrict Amnud Conference, FRiercaville Stion,
Rodheter Aug. 22 1857." Transcription in thefil esof the Rodheter Higtorica Soddly.

The Bodk of Discipline of The United Methodist Church - 2004. The United Methodis Publishing House, avallable online a
"Higory: Our Sory," United Methodig Church & UMC.org.

(http:/Aawwv.umc. Org/ste/ciwL 4K nNILtH/b. 1720691k BSCB/Migory Our Sory.him).

The Rev. T H. Lewis, "Higoricd Skeich of the Origin of the Methodig Pratestant Church,” 1904; revisad by The Ganard
Confarence of 1964. (http/Amww.methodigprotestantchurch.com): "Higory: Our Stary," United Methodig Church & UMCarg.
(http:/Avwww. umc. org/stelc. IwL4KNnN 1 UiAlh. 1720691 /k. BSCB/Higarv Our Sary .htm): "Methodiam,” The Cathdlic Encydopedia
1911 (http/Aww.newadvent Org/catheryl 0237b.htm).
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Methodist congregetion sorang up briefly in neighboring Sippican (Marion), but aso failed. The Union Meeting House,
organized on Wanut Plain Road neer Rochester Center, was Methodist during one of its reorganizations. Its 1825
medtinghouse bumed, and the church reorganized as a Congregationa society.” Like its Eagt Rochedter counterpart, the
1825 Union Meeting House was built on the comer of a pre-existing cemetery, known today as Union Camdery (1810;
MHC #813). The Eagt Rochester church isthe only one of the two surviving buildingsthat mede a sugtained confribution
to the higtory of 19* century Methodigt evangdiam in Rochester. Furthermore, it continued toftmcti onas a church into
the 21" century.

Eagt Rochegter Congregationd Church

The Methodigt Protestant Church & Eagt Rochester continued to be active until the 1870s when "after 25 yearsor more,
the church became weskened through the formation of an Advent Church by apart of the membears Asaresult no regular
pastor wes gppointed.”™* In 1880, services resumed in the East Rochester Church when the remaining members voted to
invite the Rev. William R. Jodyn, the minister of the Congregational Church in Rochester Center, to supply the pulpit on
an occadond bads After four years under Jodyn, the church engaged the minister of the Marion Congregationa Church
for supply. Thenin 1836 it hired the Rev. Stipen [possbly Stephen] M. Andrews, on 15 October 1887, sx mambars of the
church voted to become a Congregetiona church. No reason is given in the records for this denominetiond switch; the
dhange smply may have dlowed them to remain congregationd in their govemance, while taking advantage of the larger
pool of available Congregationd ministersin New England. The Rev. Andrews resgned in 1889. Under his replacement,
the Scotlamen Robert Laidlaw Rae, "about fifty converted and quite anumber since. About fifty-five were added to the
church. At the present time [1892] there are 65 membears and in aflourishingcondition.” " With this sfrong new
congregation formed, the membearsdecided that time had come to update their 30-year-old building.

Significant changes to the Eagt Rochester Church building occurred in 1892, under thislarge revitaized congregetion.
Congregation secretary George Morse noted: "The building isbeing repaired to the expanse of $500.00 or more. The
gdlery was taken down, a portico put on the front, platform enlarged, new pews and pulpit fiimiture put in and other
improvements made."* The congregation had voted in 1890 to form acommittee to erect "horse and carriage sheds™ but
whether they were ever erected isunknown.”* The 1892 campaign to raise money for church repair was led by the Ladies
Sewing Circle. At the 1893 annud mesting, ebout 75 people gathered in the church vestry (besameant hall), membears and
guests dike, to share supper and congratulations for their newly refurbished church.

After theinitial 1892 changes the congregation continued updating the building during the first two decades of the 20*
century. Theindde shutters went up in 1900. In 1907 the Aimua Meseting voted to complete another st of repairs to the
church building: patching the roof, rebuilding the interior chimney on the outside of the church, and placing anew brick

(continued)

" May Hal Leonard, & d., Matapoisett and Old Rochester Massachusdtts Bang a Higtory of these Toms and d<o in Part of
Marion and aportion of Wadam 3*. ed., Mattgpoisatt: Committee of the Toan of Mattgpoiset, 1907), 95-96. According to the
MHC survey form for Union Camaay, the ssoond Union Church, built on the same Ste as thefirst,wes ao razed.

Gaoge P. Morse, untitied Satemant dated 5 August 1892, transcription in the records of the Rochester Higtoricd Soddty. Morse
wes are of the six founding mambass of the new church and its first saretary. The "Advent Churdh" preumddy refers to the Advat
Chridian Church of West Wardem
" Gaoge P. Morse, untitled datemant dated 5 Augudt 1892, transcription in the records of the Rochester Hidtoricd Soddty.

* Gaoge P. Morse, untitled datemeant deted 5 Augugt 1892, transcription in the records of the Rochester Hidtoricd Sodiety.
" Bt Rodheter Congregetiond Church Regidter, 1890-1936, Rodhester Hidtoricd Sodety. See dso Reoord of Church Commitiee
18981916, Rodeder Higorical Soddly.



NPS Form 1 10-900-a OMB Approval No. 1024-0018
(8-:80)

United States Department of the Interior
National Park Service

National Register of Historic Places

Continuation Sheet
East Rocheser Church and Cemetery HD
Section number 8 Page 6 Rocheger (Plymouth), Massachusetts

underpinning under the church entry. The chimney, a leest, was completed that yeer, as the 1908 Annua Mesting voted
to sl the brick left over from the chimney repafrs. 1n 1909, the committee reported theat the entry room underpinning hed
been completed, but that the south Sde of the roof would need to be reshingled before new carpeting or any other repairs
At the 1910 Annua Mesting, the church voted to dose it doors temporarily while another series of repairs was completed.
By the 1911 annud meeting, the Ladies Sewing Circle hed raised over $500 to complete this st of renovations
Chairman of the Church Committee Bro. Geo. Jefferson stat[ed] his gratitude and surprise a the magnitude of the
work. The church was shingled, new metd ceiling of beautiful pattem, walls newly papered, dl wood painted,
new carpet, lamps, old chimney in the comer removed and various other improvements™*
The meeting further voted to let the Sewing Circle digposeof "old fumiture. .. asthey saw fit." The 1914 Annud
Meseting o thanked the Ladies Sewing Circle, "the Finnish People" and itsyouth group for donations of $65 which
would be usd to ingtdl decfric lightsin the church auditorium and besament. The 1915 armud meeting voted to add
"cament deps and walk to dreet if sufficient funds.”

SAety rather than comfort or aestheticsfriggeredancther round of changesin 1928, when the congregation voted to
update the building to conform to new gatelaws They authorized the hiring of a building ingpector to detail all nesded
changes espedidly if metd support posts were nesded in the besament to reinforce the auditorium floor, and to use most
of their remainingfimdsto immediatdy add the "rear exit & the South Wes window." They dsoingdled anew
hardwood floor in the auditorium. A memoria fimd of $67 for "Aunt Minnie" was dedicated to adding a memorid
window in the doorway (possbly the sngle sained glasswindow which a presant isbehind the pulpit). A fue in 1930
necesstated repairs to the church, dthough the details and the extent of the damege are not known. Thisfire may have
bean the reeson that in 1930 the congregation built anew front platform, and in 1931 paid $140to ingtall a fumace—
presumably a cod fumace, asthey began to buy aton of cod yearly. A ssoond fue occurred in the 1940s followed by
further repairs.

The=e fires were particularlyfroublingto East Rochester Church because of its uncertain legal Satus The congregation
never secured title to the building, no lega fransferof the property ever having been medefromGeorge Fierce (or his
heirs) to ether the original Methodist Protestant congregation or its successor. At the 1895 annud meeting, for example, a
""church committee reported unadviseable to insure house of worship as no company could be found that could insure it as
we have only aleese of the housa"™ From time to time insurance was obtained; by 1926, the church hed found away to
insure the building—at leest temporarily /™ Y et the problem remained. At the 1934 Annua Meseting, another committee
reported that the church might consider incorporation, & least to once again insure itsbuilding: "Our assigtant pagtor then
medeit dear that incorporation put the church in possession of no property, but did enadleit to hold property, and obtain
insurance on same"N' By 1943, the church had once again obtained fire insurance on the building/**

(continued)

" Eagt Rocheter Congregtiond Church Regider, 18901936, Rodhestier Higtoricd Sodiety.
N B Rodcheter Congregtiond Church Regider, 18901936, Rodhester Higtoricd Sodely. No comnection betwean the Eagt
Rodheser Church and Finns o FHinland is atherwise knoan.
" Eagt Rocheter Congregitiondl Church Regider, 18901936, Rodhester Hidtoricd Soddty.
" Eagt Rodheter Congregitiond Church Regidter, 18901936, Rodhedter Higtoricd Soddty.
~ Pdicy drawn up by the Abington Mutud FHre Insurance Co. of Abington, Mass, for the Ead Rodhester Congregtiond Church
Soddy, Expiringin 1926; files of the Rodheder Hidoricd Soddly.

Bt Rodhester Congregationdl Church Regidter, 1890-1936, Rodhedter Hidoricd Sodty.
A Pdlicy dravn up by the Quincy Mutud Fre Inaurance Co. of Quincy, Massachusdts for the Eagt Rodhester Congregetiond Church,
Expiringin 1943 fil esof the Rochester Higtoricd Sodely.
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The Rochegter-L akeville Congregationd Parish

Despite the building improvements, the Annual Meeting minutes of the Eagt Rochester Congregetional Church from the
1920s indicate thet the congregation was bardy scraping by onbills and repairs. The 1928 Annua Meeting voted to pay
the Rev. Herbert Wilber "only $10 aweek" for hiswork and "to leave the matter of a surplus in hands of church
committee as last year." During that same meeting the congregation paid Wilber an extra $650 out of the church's smdl

uplus™

In 1929, discussions beganto form alarger parish out of severd amdl smggling Congregationd churchesin the area. On
17 Jduly 1930, the Rochester-L akeville Congregationa parish was formed, uniting four parishes—in North Rocheter, Eadt
Rocheder, Lakeville, and Taunton—under a church council of twelve (three representatives from eech parish). The

merger hed the full backing of the Massachusetts Congregationa Conference and Missonary Society, which even

supplied gart-up funding. Two ministers were hired to sarve the four churches When the merger occurred, it wes seen es
an exceptiond gep: "The forming of alarger parish was afirst in Massachusdts a thet time.” * At itsAtmud Medting in
April 1931, the congregation of the Eagt Rochester Congregational Church voted unanimoudy tojoin the new Rocheser
and Lakeville Larger Parish.

Building dhanges continued through this period, including abequest from Mr. & Mrs. Sione of Wareham, who donated an
organ from "the Humphrey estate* for the auditorium in 1932. Y et depite the lower cods for the shared minigers,
building cogs remained achdlenge a the 1936 Annua Mesting, it was reported thet the belfiy had sunk two inchesinto
the roof and that the wholeroof and sde entry would nead to be reshingled. Asthe Greet Depression lifted, the
congregaion mede new invesments. 1n 1940, they added anew rear exit (presumably the besemant exit in the southem
ad of the west devation) and installed anew sink and pump, sove, and cupboardsin the besemant kitchen™

The merged parish progpered briefly, but the frequent turnover in ministers exacerbated other problems. 1n 1938 the
Taunton church withdrew, and asingle minister served al three remaining churches: Still, problems continued, and the
merged parish eventudly dissolved. In 1942, the mambersof this church once again incorporated, as the Eagt Rochester
Congregationd Church. It dedlared itself a""Trinitarian Congregationd Church in itspolicy and denominationa
affiliations.""™

Find Davs a Eagt Rochester Congregationd Church

Few changes are recorded to the East Rochegter Church in the Sixty years after it reincorporated as a sgparate churchin
1942, In 1986, the church received abuilding permit to endose the fumace room and bathroomN By the 1990s the Eadt
Rochester Congregationd Church had stopped conducting Sunday sarvicesin the winter months The lagt sarvicetook
place in 2001. In 2003, the remaining membersofficially gavethe church to the Rochester Historicad Society.

(continued)

Eadt Rocheter Congregtiond Church Regidter, 1890-1936, Rodhedtier Hidtoricd Sodely. At the ed of his caresr. Rev. Wilber
saved a North Rodheter Congregtiond Church.,

Mrs Josgoh A. Chambalan, "FHrst Wedding in 40 Yearsto Be Paformed in Rodhester Church,” New Bedford Sandard- Times 24
Juy 1980,

A Information dotained from the Eagt Rodhester Congregationd Church records by Betty Beaulieu, Rodhester Hidtoricd Soddty.
"By-Laws of the Eagt Rodhester Congregationd Church of Eadt Rochester, Massadhusaits Adopted & a Meding of the Church
Hdd on e 12, 1942"; and Cettificate of Incorporation, Sgned by the Seadary of the Commonwedth on 16 Sqarba 1942, bath

aein thefil esof the Rodheter Hidoricd Sodedly.
Rodhegter Building Parmiit #736. Eadt Rocheter Church.,
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On afall day in 2002, areporter from the New Bedford Standard-Times met with two of the lagt parishioners in the quiet
church. Hishogt wias Elizabeth Bessay, who told the reporter that she was the great-great-granddaughter - of founder
George Washington Fierce. Her family had worshipped a Eagt Rochester Since it wias built. The reporter recorded their
vidit:
It isasad thing, to outlive achurch. But Mrs. Bessgy, in dl her Yankee senghility, is not much given to
sntimentaity. The same isnot entirely tme for Horence Zora, the congregation'sfreasurer.Ms. Bessy isthe
clerk.

Yegerday moming, the laiter opened the church matter-of-factly, and onceingde, her friend Ms. Zora
began to reminisce. She had been, in 1943, ayoung bride named Horence Howes, married into afamily that "was
the backbone of the church,” as Mrs. Besey told it.

"The organ isredly something,” Mrs. Zorasaid. And later: "the bell, Betty, remember how they used to
ring the bells? That was nice."

Ms. Bessey remambered. They never pedled tmer than when they sgnded the end of World Wer |1, and
"everyone went running up to the church."

That was the nature of it: achurch people ran and waked to, built without [a] parking lot up doseto
County Road, just as it had good back when the road was caled Briggs Lane and, beforethat. Divison Sfreet. In
the end, though, a church whase meambers came mostly onfoot just plain ran out of congregants™

In 2003, upon dissolution of the Eagt Rochester Congregationd Church, the lot and buildings legaly became the property
of the Rochegter Higtorical Sodiety through aquitclaim desd from the church.” Today the Eagt Rochester Church
continues as the meating hall and informa museum of the Rochester Historical Society, a private non-profit formed in
1967." No subgantive changes have bean mede to the interior of the church since its acquisition.

Criterion A: Community Planning and Devdopment
The Devdopment of Eagt Rochester
When the family of Revolutionary War soldier Benjamin Gumey (1743-1828) placed a date tombgone above his grave,
they likely did not redlize that they had just designated a gpot that would anchor a community center for nearly two
centuries. Gumey, who both was bom and died on the 4* of July, was the first known burid in the East Rochester
Cametery. The next recorded grave did not gopeer until two yearslater, when the family of Ann Briggs, who died in 1830,
interred her in the dmog the opposite comer of the field. Both the Gumey and Briggs familieslived dong what is now
County Roed, athough it hes had anumber of names The 1857 desd for the Eat Rochester Church called it smply "the
road leading from Rochester to Plymouth.” Later records called it Division Sfreet bacauseit marked the town boundary
between Rochester and its former precinct of Wareham. So many Briggs, in fact, lived dong the road thet it became
known & Briggs Lane. In the 19205 the road name was changed to County Sfreet (later County Road). This sanse of
dow, incrementa change characterizes the devdopment of Eagt Rochedter. The two condants despite that chenge have
been the road itsdlf, and this single gpot dong the road, where first acameley and later aneighborhood medtinghouse
gave the place itsname and identity.

(continued)

"\ "Doors Cosefor Congregetion: Higoricd Sodety to Teke over 145year-dd Rodheter Church.” New Bedford Sandard-Times 3
Odoba 2002

Eadt Rodheter Congregetiond Church to the Rodhester Higtoricdl Sodely, quitdaim deed recorded 14 July 2003, Rlymouth Gounty
Regdry of Deads Book 25755, Page 326. Despite extendve title search, no record wes found of a trandfer of thelot from Geoge
Weadhington Ferce or his harsto the Eagt Rocheter Church,

Rodheter Higoricd Sodety webdte hittp:/Avww.plumblibrarv.comvhigtorica sodiety.html.
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In Rochegter, not dl burids had this effect of garting a community, as recent surveys of the thirteen extant Rochester
camderies damondrate. Seven of these known buria grounds in Rochester contain 35 or fewer sones four of those hold
less than adozen dones sometimesisolated in afamily plot along way fromtheroad” At leest one cametary reported in
higtorical records hes disgppeared entirely. Not surprisingly, the oldest Rochester cemetery. Firg Parish Cameary, is do
the largest, with 1,400 graves. The other cameteries gorang up over the next century and ahalf the last gopearedin 1854.
Rather than being dearly designated and planned as cameteriesfrom the begirming, many smply occurred in marging or
unusd land. Severd hed acomplicated lega history. Although Eagt Rochester Cametery hes srved as aneighborhood
cameay dnce 1828, itslegd ownership never was edablished dlearly. Findly, on 17 Febmary 1971, the Town of
Rochester acquired Eagt Rochester Camelery by eminent domain, to become apublic cemetery.™ Thisact esteblished a
legd descriptionfor the lot. The town then hed the cemetery formally surveyed, and published the survey in 1973. Jud a8
the identity of the road devdoped incrementdly, s the identity of Eagt Rochester Cametary deveoped: Pierceville
Ceametary, Briggs Lane Cemeteary, and fmally Wooddde Cametary.

Eagt Rochedter has dways been adiffuse settlement Sfretched out dong County Road, with svampy wetlands (many now
cranberry bogs) defining the westem boundary. The 1704 town mgp shows no devdopment dong the road. The oldest
house on the road isthe Halfway House (ca 1773, 405 County Road; MHC #157). Its neme suggests how isolated this
Cape-gdyle house ssamed tofravel ers,a sagecoach sop thirteen miles equidigtant from both New Bedford and Plymouth.
A recent communitywide survey of Eagt Rochester (MHC# ROC.L) hes defmed the neighborhood primarily by its
proximity to the church and cemetery on the south, and alate-19* century mill, now razed, to the north.”* The first
devdlopment in Eagt Rochester occurred during the Early Industrial Period (1830-1870), because of its trangportation
coimections and waterpower. One or more mills were in operation, and many housss were built dong County Road. The
families who built the church and filled someof the largest plotsin the cemelery gopeared in the sscond quarter of the 19*
century: Gumey, Leonard, Morse, Morton, and Raymond.™*

Like the church, saverd of the earlier houses dong County Road (primarily to the south of the Eagt Rochester Church and
Caretery) are Grek Revivd in gtyle, including the Nehemiah Davis House a 333 County Road (between 1856 and 1879,
MHC #155) and ancother house a 341 County Road. The Grek Reviva-syle T. Raymond House (before 1856; 351
County Road; MHC #155), directly adjacent to the Eagt Rochester Church and Cametery on the south, may have bean the
home of a church founder who dso worked as a carpenter during the constmection of the church. George Fierce bought the
housein 1857, and s0ld it to the Leonard family, dso long-time resdents.

North of the Eagt Rochester Church and Cametary are three houses built by (or for) the children of Nahum Morse: the
Savary Morse House a 489 County Road (1885, MHC #49 & 50), the Nahum Morse House a 577 County Road (1885,
MHC #51), and the Morses daughter'shouse a 531 County Roed (1900). The Morses ran the neerby Eagt Rochester
mill, which produced box boardsand shingles most of the family isburied a the Eagt Rochester Cametery. Their houses

(continued)

" Rodheta Communitywide Historica and Architectura Survey 1997-1998 (Pamtucket, RI: Public Archesdlogy Lebaratory, 1998),
Binder 6 Cardaies

"Rodchetter, Town d—Wooddde Camalay—Acquidtion,” 1971 Regudar Sesson Chgpter 23 pg 12).
" Rodheta Communitywide Higtorica and Architecturd Survey 1997-1998 (Pavtucket, RI: Public Ardheedogy Leboratory, 1998),
Binder 3 County Roed Didtrict, 105-127.
* Rochetar Communitywide Higtorical and Architectural Surnvey 1997-1998 (Panvtudke, RI: Public Ardheedogy Lebaratory, 1998),
Binde 1 15
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ae gengdly dassed a5 "Victorian Eclectic,” with hints hereand there of Gothic Reviva or Itaianate, as isthe GW.
Howe House a 373 County Roed (1875; MHC #156) and die William H. Cowen House a 435 County Road (before
1879, MHC# 158, 159). Asone goes north dong County Road, early 20* century styled houses gopesar, including
Craftaman houses and bungdows.

Theinfluence of the Eagt Rochester Church and Caemetery on the devdlopment of this crossroads community can mogt
cearly be demondrated in the migration of the name Fierceville. The large extended Fierce family, dong with the
Jeffersons and Nickersons, lived nearby in Pierceville, a the intersection of High Sfreet and Brattle Road (known in the
20* century as Ferce Sfreet)." Fierceville had itsown store, school, and cametery. Devdopment gtdled late in the 19*
century, the gore dosed, and the schoaol was eventudly moved to County Road. After some yearsas "Pierceville Proper,”
the area was renamed Douglas Comer for alater resdent. The camgery in Douglas Comer, home to George Washington
Ferce and a lesst 44 other Fierces, became known as "Pierceville First Cemetery” to diginguish it from the dightly later,
ad larger, canetey & Eagt Rochedter, 0 sometimes cdled Fierceville. The generic mid-20* century nemes
Ubsequentiy  attached to these two cemeteries. Hillside and Woodside, may have been an atempt to avoid the use of the
term "Pierceville" dtogether. Of the extant commercid, industria, and ingtitutional buildingsin ether Rierceville, only
the Eagt Rochester Church continued in itsorigina use into the 217 century.

Finaly, the Eagt Rochester Cametery has other, less tangible community functions. A recent survey of the devdopment of
Massachusatts cemeeries noted their importance in defming community: "The burid grounds and cameteries of
Massachusdtts are ane of theri chesteultural and historic records of our padt. In addition to providing specific genedlogica
information about our ancegtors they dsotell abroader sory about evolving atitudes towards death, burid, and public
landscgpes™*" The Eaat Rochester Cametary is—yes literaly, but &lso figuratively—a repoditory of commimity history.
No longer active as acamdery, it can contribute to the community in other ways
The gravestones, monuments, memorias and tombs found within the cemetery landscgpe commemorate thelives
of many genarations of citizens, from founding membersof a community and the Sate to Revolutionary and Civil
War heroes to the newes immigrants. These important artifacts are a unique historic and genedlogicd record. . . .
Some of these Sone carvings represent some of the earliest art and wrritten history available. . . . Many dso reflect
an important artistic legacy, displaying the work of alongfraditionof skilled sone carversand documenting the
evolution of funered iconography ."
The Eagt Rochegter Cametary presents aunique opportunity to the Rochester Historical Society, which now cares for the
adjacent Eagt Rochester Church. Together these two properties illusfrate arichly detailed story of community
craftsmanship.

(continued)

" Rodhege Communitywice Higtorica and Architectura Survey 1997-1998 (Pawtucke, RI: Public Ardhesdlogy Laboratory, 1998),
Binde 1.15.
N Presgvation Guiddinesfor Municipaly Owned Higtoric Burid Grounds and Cavdaies 2" ed. (Boton: Massadhuesdtts

of Environmentd Maregamant, Higoric Camdaies Presarvdion Initiative, 2002), 5.
*' Presrvation Guiddinesfor Municipaly Owned Higtoric Buriad Grounds and Camdaies 2" ed. (Boson: Masssdhusats
Degpatmat of Ervironmenta Manegamat, Higoric Cardaies Presavaion Initidive, 2002), 2.
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Criterion C: Architecture

The Eagt Rochegter Church is significant for its architecture and as an excdlent example of Gresk Reviva architecture
usd for an ecdedadicd building. The churchis dso significant for undersanding the carears of both itscreator Jeodb
Look (1827-1909), a Rochester housewright and masgter workman, and the maker of itsbell, William Blake & Co. of
Bogton. A caee could certainly be made aswell, that the East Rochester Cametery is significant as an example of
cametay landscape and design asit evolved during the course of the 19% century.

Ead Rochester Church and Gresk Revivad Architecture

The Eagt Rochegter Church is significant as an excdlent example of Gresk Reviva architecture used for an ecdedadticd
building. Dating from 1857, this gable-front building hes severd prominent Greek-Revivd characteridtics, including
recessd pand Doric pilagters and tall 12/12 sash windows. The Gresk Reviva characteridics are dso pronounced on the
dapboarded north and south Sde devations of the Eagt Rochester Church. Repesssd pand pilaster Doric comerboards
frame the composition on both Sdes and support the three-part entablature: a wide divided trim band b ow the comice,
with the frieze corbellmg out twice ebovethe archifrave. The square two-level belfry with recessed pand pilagter
comerboards repeets these same motifs.

Although the term "meeting houss' was still usad by somein East Rochester when it built this smcture, Puritan
meatinghousss hed evolved significantly over the two centuries Snce they first were erected. No longer werethey the
house-like foursquare buildings of the 17* century, or the 18* century's rectangular buildingswith door and pulpit on the
long Sdes™ Begirming early in the 18* century, the post-fire London churchesof Christopher Wren had begun to
influence sfrongly the Anglican churchesbuilt in coastd New England cities, such as Christ Church (Old North; 1723) in
Bogton, with itsgable roof, tower, and spire. Asthe 18* century progressed, prominent Puritan meatinghouses such s Old
South (1729) in Bogton adopted the tower and spire, if not yet the tower main entry. After 1750, James Gibbs design of
. Martin in the Fiddsin London further influenced many of thelarger city churches™ After the Revolution, the Federd-
dyle church—devdoped by Charles Bulfmch and popularized by Asher Benjaminin his subssquent designs and pattemn
books—solidified thisidea of a prominent end entry, through a porch or portico, with a belfry tower and soire aop the
tower and/or building roof The pulpit gradualy moved to the far end, even in more consarvative rurd arees Asthe 19*
century progressed, "Congregationd™ places of worship, now often known as churches, adopted Gresk Revivd style:

The Gresk Revival, amuch smpler mode than its Federa predecessor, featured aportico of imposing and largdy
unomamented Doric columnswith asimilarly plain pediment above Itsinspiration was nothing from Christian
higtory but rather derived from the'pagan’ temples of Hellenic antiquity, of which it was a modem-day
appropriation. Many, if not mog, of these medinghouseswere cgpped with agegple, which rests on the body of
the churchitsdf rather than extending partly over the portico in the Federd mode™
Smdler and more rura parishes such as East Rocheste—Congregationd or Methodigt aike—often digpensad with the
portico, deeple, Doric columns, and other styligticflourishesdtogether, expressing their piety in Smple pilagters,
entablatures, and aboxy belfiy. After the daborate towers and ddicate fanlights of the Federd period, these smplelined
churdhes of the Gresk Revivd period must have ssemed both new and reessuringly fraditional .

(continued)

* Philip D. Zimmamean, "Congregaiond Churdhes”" The Encydopedia of New England: The Culiture and History of an Ameican
Region, ed. Burt Feintuch and David H. Walters (Newv Havan: Yde UP, 2005), 9890,

For a aganed discusson of the evdution of the meding house form in New England, sse WilliamH. Fieson, ir , Ameaicen
Buildingsand their Architects Vdune 1, the Colonid and Neodasscd Syles (Hew York. Oxford UP, 1970) and Rater W. Wiilliams,
Houees of God: Region, Rdigion, and Architecture in the United Sates (Urbenat U of IL Press 1997).

A Peter W. Williams, Houses of God: Region, Rdigion, and Architecture in the United Siates (Urbenat U of IL Ress 1997), 12
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The Gresk Reviva-style in Americameay be said to have begun in 1818 in Philade phia, with both the constmction of the
Ssoond Bark of the United States (designed by William Sfrickland) and the publication of John Haviland's The Builder's
Assgant, "the fust American book to give the Gresk orders™™ Thefirst Gresk Reviva church in New England wes S
Paul's Episcopd Churchin Bogton, designed by Alexander Parris. The Gresk Reviva was "an architecturad revolution
agang which the rock of Bogton conservatiam would avail nothing. . . . Like the germ of influenza, it svept on acrass the
[Atiantic] ocean, through the East and South, and into the ravest settlements, even beyond the Missssppi."** Gresk
Revivd architecture was popular across the United States from 1820 to 1860, and represented asignificant departure from
British influence for American architects"” In the second quarter of the 19* century, American architects, builders,
pafrons, and consumers embrecad the Gresk Revival as anationd style. Architectural historian William Fierson
aummaized itsimportance
The Gresk Reviva was the first pervadve and sdf-conscious nationdistic movement in American architecture.
Although itsinitial impetus came a the professiond leve, where it was used for govemment buildings al over
the land, the total nationd charecter came a the folk leve, where it achieved the same fulfillment of aspiration
toward architectura indegpendence as Jefferson's idedligtic adaptation of Romen architecture did more than a
quarter of a century eaxlier."”
Although we know nothing of Jeoob L ook'sttai ningas abuilder, housewright, and megter workman, we do know that
anyone successtully working in building & that time would have understood and bean adle to execute the dements of
Grek Revivd gyle. Look mogt likely leamed the principlesof Gregk Revivd through goprenticeship or architectura
guidebooks such as those by Asher Benjamin, two common sources of folk or vemeacular architecture. Even as afolk
manifedation of Grek Revival, the Eagt Rochester Church may be saan as a conservative design, ardatively late use of
Grek Revivd. Certainly the panded pilagters beer little ressmblanceto archaeologicaly correct renditions of the Gresk
Doric.

The many dhanges to the interior show clearly the increessd emphieds that New Englanders made on comfort over
correctness. Asthe Puritan megtinghouse gave way to the Gresk Reviva church, itsinterior dso evolved, as part of a
frend toward increesad comfort and uniformity in the design and decoration. Jane Nylander hes described this process
"The years which saw agradud architectura change from meeting house to church in New England dso saw the
dominant interior goeces. . . increasingly warmed with artificia light, Sove-generated heet, and decordive textiles. ... At
the very time New England's meeting housss were becoming more church-like, they were dso becoming more home-
like"*" But these changes gopear to have come late to Eagt Rochedter, possibly long after its congtmction. In churches in
isolated country settlementslike Eagt Rochedter, this evolution must have teken longer to occur than in city churches

(continued)

yi2l Tovis/Mxifien, Americen Architecture VVdume 1: 7607-7580 (Cambxidge MI.T. Rress 1981), 161
" Wadter H. Kilham, Bogton after Bulfinch: An Acoount of Its Architecture 1800-1900 (Cambxidge Harvard UP, 1946). 19.

Leopad Ameud, "Foreword,” in Talbot Hamlin, Gresk Reviva Architecturein America, 1944 (rpt. New York: Dover), xv.

William H. Fiegson, ., American Buildings and ther Architects Vdune 1, the Colonid and Neodasscd Syles (New York:
Oxford UP, 1970), 432

Jre C. Nylande, "Toward Comfort and Uniformity in New England Meding House 1750-1850," New England Meging House
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Jeoob C. Look. "Master Workman'

Ligted as the "master workman” in church records, Jacob C. Look (1827-1909) was the supervising builder, and
presumebly the designer, for the Eagt Rochester Church. Bom in Rocheter to Isaec and Susannsh (Hoxie) Look, Jaodb
Look married twice: to Lydia E. Bishop of Rochedter in 1851, and to Mdinda (Stevens) Giblbs of Wareham in 1869."
Look diedin Whitman, Massachusdts (at his daughter's houss, after along illness), and was buried & Colebrook
Camaey there on January 1, 1910." VariousVital Records enfrieslist him as ahousewright and carpenter. No other
building is known to be attributed to Jacob L ook, ether in the Rochester survey or in MACRIS.

Although few records survive, the Look family must have been well known in the buildingfradein 19*-century
Rochegter. The Look family operated the Look & Stevens Box Board and Shingle Mill on Wanut Plain Roed in north-
centtal Rocheter. The Look family home still dands today just to the north of the mill dte, a 588 Wanut Plain Road.”
Members of the Look family lived there from sometime before 1856 until 1910, when the legt Look |eft. The last family
meamber to live there was Josgph Look (1835-1910), Jacob's younger brother, the carpenter and builder who worked with
him on the East Rochester Church. Josgph Look and hiswife are buried nearby in Rochester's Union Cametery on Walnut
Pain Road. Thiscemeery was long assodated with the Union Meeting House, ancther Metiiodist (for at least part of its
history) church. Possbly the Looks came to build the Eagt Rochester Church through connections between Methodist
brethren. Laura Look, their dder, died in 1849 and was dso buried in Union Cametary in Rochedter, indicating thet the
family hed an assodidion there of many decedes

William Blake & Co.. Bell Foundry

Thebell in the belfry of the East Rochester Congregationa Church hes this cadt I ettering around the bell: "William Blake
& Co. formerly H.N. Hooper & Co. Boston Mass 1872," indicatmg thet it was cast m 1872 by William Blakeé& Co. of
Bogton. William Blake was apartne—aong with Paul Reverelll and John W. Sullivan—in the Boston Copper Co,
which operated from 1823 to 1830." Henry N. Hooper, the agent for Boston Copper, dong with partners William Blake
and Thomas Richardson, formed the sucoessor firm to Boston Coppar: Henry N. Hooper & Co., which beganin Bogon in
1830 and operated until 1869. In addition to many individua bells. Hooper & Co. produced chimes for anumber of
prominent New England carillons, including Christ Church (Episcopa) in Cambridge (1860), Arlington Sfreet Church in
Bogton (1860), Grace Church (Episcopd) in Providence (1861), and Firgt (Parish) Church in Charlestown, Massachusdts
(1868). Hooper dso mede Civil War cannons, chanddiers, lighthouse equipment, and statues including the first cading
(1847) of the Nathaniel Bowditch statue a Mount Auburn Cemetery in Cambridge

William Blake and William S Blake ran the successor foundry, William Blake & Co., from 1869 to 1890. Under the
Blakes, the foundry produced anumber of chimes for Massachusatts churches, including thasefor Trinity Episcopd

(continued)

"™ Vitd Reoords of Massachusdts to 1910, ancessed through the website of NEHGS Look identifies as a housawight in 1851, wdol
only 23, Bath Look and Gihbs liged ther mariage as their seoond.
‘('ﬂ\_/itd Reoards of Masssedhusdtts to 1910, anoessad through the weadite of NEHGS An imege of Look's degth cartificate is avaladle
ine

" H. Lodk Housg 583 Wanut Rain Roed. Foom B-Building Survey, ROC. 104, Rochester, MA (Massedhusdtts Hidoricd
Commision FHles).
" "Index to Caillons and Chimes by Hooper/Blake" webdte of The Guild of Caillonneurs in North Ameaica
(http:/Amww. gona org/detall X foundrvHooparBlake html).

"Index to Caillons and Chimes by Hoopa/Blake" webdte of The Guild of Caillonneurs in North America
(http/Amwwv.genaorg/datall X foundrvHooperBlake htmn,
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Church in Haverhill (1869), Steams Stegple a Amherst College (1871), Grace Episcopd Church in Netwon (1873), Grace
Episcopd Church in Medford (1873), . Mary/hnmaculate Conception Catholic Church in Lavrence (1874), ad
Channing Memorid Church in Newport, Rl (1881). William Blake & Co. produced smple bdls for anumber of

churches, including fu’g Parish Church in Fitchburg, Massachusdtts (1878), the Massasoit Engine Compary (now the
Hrehouse Gallery) in Damariscotta, Maine (1898), and the bell & Story Chapd a Mount Aubum Cemgery in Cambridge,
Massachusatts.” MACRIS ligts three commissions for William Blake: the Civil War Monument in Ftchburg (call874;
MHC#900); the Minot's Ledge Lighthouse Fog Bell in Cohest (ca.l878; MHC#900); and die North Village Bdll in
Weder (1884; MHC#910). William S Blake continued the compeary from 1890 until & leest 1898 as Bleke Bell Co.,,
producing abell for City Hal in New York City which was rated in 1891 as the largest in the United States™ MACRIS
ligts one commisson for Blake Bell Company, the Cohasset Old Centtd Fire Station Fire Bdll (1890; MHCHI72).

Archaeological Significance

While severd andient Stes have been recorded in the town of Rochedter, only samdl aress of the town have bean
sydematicdly surveyed, thuslimiting the loca and regiond vaue of these archaeologicd recoveries Mog Stesin the
town have been identified on the basisof limited collections and the recollections of collectors. Little rdiable information
relating to dte type and function isknown on a ste-gpecific basis, and ay town-wide pattemsor modds are, a beg,
fragmentary. Given thisinformation, any Steslocated in the disfrict or in the town could be significant. Any artifact or
feeture recoveries from Steswithin the district may contribute important information relating to the site'sftmctionand
type. That information might in tum engblethat Ste to be integrated into a systematic community wide Sudy of
prehigtoric subdstence and sattiement pattems for the town.  Ancient Native American dtesin the digtrict may contain
information that helps undergand the growth of Contect Period core aress in this region and their relationship to other
important core arees within the Taunton River drainage. Lithic materids and other archaeologicad resources a dtesin the
district might aso contain information that helps undersand pattems of development in the areaiincluding the growth of
the Smdl Slemmed Point Tradition as an in situ devdopment for the southeastem Massachusatts region.

Hisgtoric archeeologica resources described above may contribute important information related to the evolution of the
disfrict and itsrole as the symboalic public center for alinear rurd neighborhood. Archaeologica resources may dso
conttibute information related to the socid, cultural, and economic lives of various segments of the Eagt Rocheter
community.

Additionad documentary reseerch combined with archaeologica survey and testing may locate unmarked graves that can
help document the originsof the cematlery. Gravesmay exigt prior to the earlies known buria in 1828 that can hdp to
accuratdy determine the tempord origins of the camglery and itsearly use as aneighborhood cametery.  The information
presanted abovemay help document ownership of the cametery prior to its acquisition by the town as apublic camelery in
1971. Unmarked graves may aso conttibute important infonnation related to the neighborhood and town'sfreatmentof
the poor, homdess and other unfortunate membearsof the community. The latter meambers of the community were

(continued)

" "Index to Carillons and Chimes by Hoopa/Bleke" weldte of The Guild of Catillonneurs in North Ameica
(http:/Awwwv.genaorg/datall X foundrvHooperBlake htm).

* E H. Goss "Bdls" Nav EngandMagazine An lllustrated Monthly New Saies 35 (January 1891):. 547-570; 566. Accessed via
Comdl Univerdty'sMaking of Amaricawebste (http:/cdl librarv.comdl.edu/cgi-hin/moalmoa-ogi hotis d=A RI3026-0009-83).
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commonly buried in unmarked gravesin periphera aress of the cemetery, and/or with markers that have snce
deteriorated. Ogeologica dudy of skdetd remains from marked and unmarked graves may contribute important
information related to the physica characteridtics of the East Rochester population and the generd hedlth and pathologies
that affected that group. Unmarked graves may conttibute important information related to the intema configuration of
graves within the cangery. Camday records and extant gravestones indicate aminimum of 30 unmarked graves
organized in adiverse pattem of rows, family plots, and random placement. Thelocation of unmarked graves may help
define this confusing buria pettem within the cemetery accuratdly.

Archaeologica resources may aso contribute important information reated to the evolution of the church Smcture, its
facilities, and the community members that comprisad its congregation. Archaeologicd evidence from congtmction
features and smcturd evidence from renovations may conttibute important evidence rdated to methods of church
congmction, and the physica evolution of the smcture over time. Additional historical reseerch combined with
archeeologica survey and testing may locate bams, carriage sheds outbuildings, and occupationd-related features (frash
pits, privies, wells) assodated with the activities conducted a the church and cemetery. Archaeologica information may
exid that enadles ressarchers to verify the exisience of amctures, such as horse and carriage sheds indicated in
documentary sources, bur never verified as built. Archaeologica resources may aso identify evidence that documents
pattems of reuse, with gmctures such as the ca. 1900 privy that may have been built over apre-exiging Smcture.

(end)
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10. Boundary Decription

The Nationd Register boundary for this property corregponds to the lega boundary of the two lots, known as Lots 12 &
13 onthe Town of Rochester Assessor's Map 19. This 1.25-acre parcd  contains two buildings—the Eagt Rochester
Church and itsprivy (Lot 12—and the Eagt Rochester or Woodside Cemetery (Lot 13). Together, these two lotsform a
rectangle that fronts 150 ft. on County Road and extends 280 ft. west dong the north and south boundaries. Along the
westem boundary, the lot hes atwo-part rear boundary that extends from the southwest comer 40 ft. to the northwest and
then 125 ft. to the northeedt.

Lot 12, addressed as 355 County Road, Rochester, Massachusetts was st of f as the Ste of the Eagt Rochester meeting
housein 1857. Thelot hes been legdly distinct Sncethat time, when the premises were conveyed to George Washington
Herce by deed of Benjamin W. Morton and Mary Swift, as recorded a the Plymouth County Regisiry of Desds in Book
282, Pepge 266. The property was granted by Fierce to the Eagt Rochester church on along-term leess, dthough ownership
goparently was never legdly transferred. In 2003, upon dissolution of the Eagt Rochester Congregetional Church, the | ot
and buildings legdly became the property of the Rochester Historical Society through a quitclaim desd from the church.
This desd was recorded 14 July 2003 a the Plymouth County Regigtry of Desdsin Book 25755, Page 326.

Lot 13 dso hes acomplicated legd history. Although it sarved as aneighborhood cametery since 1828, its ownership
legdly never was established clearly. On 17 Febmary 1971, the property was acquired by the Town of Rochester by
eminent domain, to become apublic canetery ("Rochegter, Town of—Woodsde Cemetery—Acquistion,” 1971 Regular
Sesson Chapter 23 pg. 12). Thisadt edablished alegd description for the lot. The cametery was then formally surveyed,
with asurvey published in 1973,

Boundary Judtification

The nominated property includes dl of both parcds assodated with the Eagt Rochegter Church and Cametery.
(end)
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Site Sketch Flan

Flan basad on the "Plan of Wooddgde Cemetery Surveyed for Town of Rochedter,” January 1973, Arthur C.
Thompson, Inc., Enginears and Surveyors, Marion, Mass. Circled numbers with arrows indicate the position of
photographer and direction of view in the supporting photogrgphs. Thisdetall map isnot to scade.
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Ground Floor Plan
Drawn by Timathy Orwig. Thisfloor plan is na to scale
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W?Prr?doﬁryag:/\sng waes the photogrgpher for al the photographs, which were taken on 8 December 2006. All of the
photographs show the Eagt Rochester Church and Cametery Higtoric Digtrict, Rochester, Plymouth County,
Massachusetts

1 Eagt Rochestar Church looking west, showing eedt fafade and signboard.

2. Bt Rocheter Church looking southwest, showing eest and north facedes and sgnboard.

3. Bt Rocheter Church looking northeest, showing the south facade and scaffold entrance.

4. Eag Rocheter Church looking southwest, showing the north facade and entrance shed.

5. Eat Rochester Church looking northeest, showing the west feBade and rear door.

6. Eadt Rochegter Church: outhouse/privy, looking southwest, showing the north and eest faBades

7. Eagt Rochegter Church Interior: Main hall, looking at southeest comer, showing dip pews and (1. to r.) double doors,
southem eedt wall window, main chanddier, eestem south window.

8. Eagt Rochegter Church Interior: Main hall, looking a northwest comer, showing dip pews and (L tor.) vocdion organ,
main chanddier, westem north wall window.

9. Ead Rochester Church Interior: Main hall, looking a northem wall comer, showing display case holding communion
s, westem north wall window with intema shutters, andfrontpew.

10. Eadt Rochester Church Interior Detail: One of four ssoondary chanddiers.

11. Eadt Rochester Cametery (Woodsde Cemetery) from acrass County Road, with Eagt Rochester Church to the | eft.
Lookmg west.

12. Eadt Rochester Cametary front gates from near southwest comer of Eagt Rochester Church, looking northwest. The
monument with the marble orb on top (between the gates) isthe 1898 gone of John Morse.
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Site Data Sheet
East Rocheter Church and Cemaeay Higoric Digrict
Rocheser, Plymouth County, M assachusets

Building/Landscape/ Date of Type of Contributing Assessor's  MHC Architect or Designer
Feeture Condruction  Resource or Not (NC) Lot# Numbers
Eag Rochester Church 1857 Building Contributing  19/12 ROC.48 Jecob Look (church)
ROC AreaL William Blake & Co. (bell)
Outhouse/Privy ca 1900 Building Contributing 19/12
Sgnboad ca 2003 Object NC 1912
Ead Rocheder Cametery 1828 Site Contributing  19/13 ROC.805
(oldest burial) ROC ArealL
Cemaeay Entrance Pods  ca 1890 Object Contributing 1913
Iron Rail Fence ca 1890 Structure Contributing 1913
Benjamin Gumey sone 1828 Object Contributing
Morse Family monument ca 1883 Object Contributing
John Q.A. Morse monument 1898 Object Contributing
Arm J. Briggs sone 1830 Object Contributing

Stones and monuments cited in data sheet ae representative of afar larger number offtineraryitems within the cemetery.

2 contributing buildings, 1 contributing Site, 1 contributing structure, 5 contributing objects, and 1 non-contributing object = 10 (total)
resources
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The Commonwedth of M assachusdts

William Francis Galvin, Secretary of the Commonwealth
M assachusetts Historical Commission

November 20, 2007

Mr. J. Paul Loether, Chief

Nationa Regiger of Historic Places
Department of the Interior

Nationa Park Service

1201 Eye Street, NW, S" floor
Washington, DC 20005

Deaxr Mr. Loether:
Endosad pleasefind the following nomination form:
Eagt Rochester Church and Cemetery HD, Rochester (Plymouth), MA

The nomination has been voted dligible by the State Review Board and has bean signed by the
State Higtoric Preservation Officer. The owners of the property were notified of pending State
Review Board condderation 30 to 45 days before the meeting and were afforded the opportunity
to commen.

Sincerdy,

Betsy Friedberg
National Register Director
Massachusetts Historical Commission

enclosure

(004 Timathy Orwig, conqultant
Betty Beaulieu, Rodhester Higtoricd Commisson
Rochester Higtoricd Sodety
Richard Nunes, Chair, Board of Sdedmen
Chair, Hanning Board
Richard LaCamerg, Town Adminigrator

220 Morrissey Boulevard, Boston, Massachusetts 02125
(617) 727-8470  Fax: (617) 727-5128
www. state, ma. us/sec/mhc



