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Ihe Tremont Nail Factory is ccnposed of a grovp of nine buildings, seven used directly 
in the nail making process, and two workers' houses. Ihe factory is located T^ere 
the Parker Mills Pond feeds into the Wareham River. A dam under Elm Street forms 
the Parker Mills Pond and provided the original source of power for the nail factory. 

The main factory building, built in 1848, is a large shingled structure located on the 
south side of Elm Street. At this location, the land slopes away fron Ehn Street 
so that the facade is one story, v^ile the rear of the building consists of two • < 
stories. Ihe basic shape of the building is rectangular, with several small, pro­
truding additions at the east, west and south sides of the building. Ihe dimensions 
of the original building are 240 feet long and 90 feet wide; a small extension at the 
rear measures 50 feet by 50 feet. Ihe main factory is spanned by a medium pitched 
ridge roof, covered with green coiposition shingle. A vrooden cupola, topped with a 
weather vane, graces the ridge of the roof. Ihe cupola contains a large cast iron 
bell, dated 1851, TÂ iich was used to call enoployees to work. Six-over-six sash win­
dows line the facade of the building and are si5)plemented i n the two-story rear 
addition by smaller paned -windows. , 

The interior of the main factory building is a large open area, f i l l e d with machinery. 
Ihe walls and ceiling are of unfinished lunber and reveal various structural aspects 
of the building. Ihe original brick teaipering forge, situated in the center of the 
room, heats the factory with the help of a few potbellied stoves. 

Southwest of the main factory building is the office, a Federal style clapboard 
residence TÂ iich has been altered for i t s present use. I t is a synmetrical two-story 
structure, with a hipped roof. Original twelve-over-twelve sash windows line the 
second story of the facade of the house. The f i r s t story •windows, TÂ iich are six-
over-six sash, and the portal are not original. 

East of the main factory building are two workers' houses, one a doi±)le, and the 
other a single, dwelling. Ihe double house is a two-story synmetrical, shingled 
dwelling, with a central doorway. Ihe single house is a shingle covered, one and 
one-half story structure. Both houses were built in the early 1900's. ^ 

South and southeast of the main factory building stand three sinple, shingled 
buildings: the pickling shed, store house and a storage shed. Part of the store 
house was erected at the same time as the main factory building and retains the 
original thick beam framing structure. Ihe other buildings, like the workers' 
houses were constructed in the early 1900's. 

On the north side of Elm Street stand two nineteenth century shingle covered build­
ings - the carpenter's shop and the store. Ihe store was originally built as a 
cooper's shop and has bean altered slightly to acconomodate i t s new use. The trim 
on these buildings is painted ^ i t e and brick red, the color used on the trim of 
a l l the factory buildings, giving the area a visual unity. . L 
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The Tremont Nail Factory, founded in the mid-nineteenth century, is the oldest cut nail 
factory s t i l l operating in Massachusetts and one of the oldest in the country. Archi­
tecturally, the original factory building, erected in 1848, and the other nineteenth 
and early twentieth century buildings conprise a significant industrial ccnplex. Indus­
t r i a l l y , the nineteenth century processes T̂ l̂ich are s t i l l used to produce cut nails 
at the Tremont Nail Factory illustrate well the human s k i l l oriented processes of manu­
facture T̂ fcich characterize nineteenth century production. 

Iron ore was discovered i n Wareham in the mid-eighteenth century. Crude smelters were 
set up to extract the iron from the ore and small utensils and hand/wrought nails were 
produced on a local scale. Ihe history of the Tremont Nail Conpany can be traced back 
to 1819, vAien a cooperative groi:p of nail makers was formed in Wareham. This group, 
TÂ iich created an enterprise,. nf_,£a±>ined labor and capital, strove to improve nail i8ZAo 
making processes. In the(l920' s, the cooperative abandoned handcutting techniques and^^^^ 
began stamping out nails w i t h - ^ i l cutting machines. To house their factory, they 
purchased a fulling m i l l cn/Tned by Issac and Jared Pratt, vAiich stood on th.e site of 
the present Tremont Nail Factory. This m i l l and several other m i l l buildings became 
known as the Parker Mills Corporation. During their early years, the Parker Mills 
.suffered damage from several fires and in 1848 the present nail factory building was 
earected. Ihe new factory increased the size of the corporation markedly, reflecting 
the large demand for nails i n the pre-Civil War period. 

In 1882, the Parker Mills were sold to the Bridgewater Iron Company for $50,000. 
Bridgewater Iron continued to run the nail factory until i t s failure in 1886. Fol­
lowing the failure of tine Bridgewater Iron Cctipany, the records for the nail factory, 
indicating the exact date vhen the property was acquired by the Tremont Nail Conpany, 
are unclear. However, i t seems that the property was acquired as a family transaction, 
find menbers of the Stetson family were connected with both corporations. Ihe Tremont 
Wail Caipany has continued to run the factory since the 1880's, adding several small 
buildings as the operation expanded. 

'Ihe process for making nails at the Tremont Nail Factory remains virtually the same as 
i t was during the nineteenth century. First, the rust and scale is removed from sheets 
of steel in the "pickling" shed. After that, the steel is brought to the main building 
vAiere i t is cut into strips. Ihe ̂ vidth of the strips is determined by the size of the 
nail. Ihe steel strips are then put through a nail cutting machine, ̂ i c h cuts the 
steel and heads the nail. (Several of these machines are original to the factory.) 
The nail cutting machines are run by massive old overhead shafts with large wooden 
pulleys and wide canvas belts. Originally the power source for these machines was a 
large waterviieel; today they are run by electricity. 

continued 
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Ihe significance of the Tranont Nail Conpany is -thus derived fron i t s nineteenth 
century process for producing high quality hand cut nails. I t is also architecturally 
significant as a cdtiplete and functioning industrial conplex focused around a fine 
nineteenth century factory building. I 

The Tremont Nail Factory is currently awaiting inspection by the OSHA - Occupational 
Safety and Health Administration. Ihe present owner is concerned that OSHA w i l l require 
major changes in the physical layout of the factory and thus destroy much of i t s ; 
historic character and process. I t is hoped that OSHA w i l l recognize the historical j 
significance of this factory, as well as i t s excellent safety record, and waive some i 
of the safety requirements. ^ * . ' I 
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#10 
the boundary turns north and extends to Cranberry Road. I t then runs west f o r 
300 fe e t , turns sou'theast and proceeds along the Penn Central Railroad tracks 
for 800 feet, then northeasterly u n t i l i t adjoins the eastern corner of the 
d i s t r i c t . 
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