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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

Ihe Trenont Nail Factory is ccnposed of a grovp of nine buildings, sevenuseddirectly
in the nail making process, and tw workers' houses. lhe factory i s located There
the Parker M| |s Pond feeds into the VdrehamRi ver. A damunder H mStreet forns

the Parker M ||s Pond and provided the original source of power for the nail factory.

The nmain factory building, built in 1848 is alarge shingled structure located on the
south side of H mStreet. At this |ocation, the |and slopes away fron Ehn Street

so that the facade i s one storK, vhile the rear of the building consists of two o <
stories. lhe basic shape of the building isrectangular, with several smll, pro-
truding additions at the east, west and south sides of the buildi n?. | he di mensi ons
of the original building are 240 feet Iong and 90 feet wi de; a small extension at t he
rear neasures 50 feet by 50 feet. Ihe main factory i s spanned by a nedi umpitched
ridge roof, covered with green coiposition shingle. A vrooden cupola, toppedwith a
weat her vane, graces the ridge of the roof. Ihe cupola contains alarge cast iron

bel |, dated 1851, TA%ich was used to call enoployees to work. Six-over-six sashw n-
dows |ine the facade of the building andare si5)plemented i n the two-story rear
addition by smal |l er paned -w ndows. :

The interior of the main factory buildi nP Is alarge open area, filled with nmachinery.
lhe wal s andceilingare of unrinished |unber andreveal various structural aspects

of the building. [Ihe original brick teaipering for%e, situated in the center of the
room heats the factory with the help of a few potbellied stoves.

Sout hwest of the main factory building i s the office, aFederal style cl anoard

resi dence TAYich has been altered for Itspresent use. |tis asynmetrical two-story
structure, with a hipped roof. Original twelve-over-twelve sash w ndows |inet he
second story of the facade of the house. Thefirst story ewndows, TAYich are six-
over-six sash, andthe portal are not original.

East of the main factory building are two workers' houses, one a doii?le, and the
other a single, dwelli n?. | he doubl e house i s a two-story synnetrical, shingled
dwel ling, with acentral doorway. |he single house is a shingle covered, one and
one-halt story structure. Both houses were built inthe early 1900's. ~

Sout h and sout heast of the main factory building stand three sinple, shingled
bui l dings: the pickling shed, store house and a storage shed. Part of the store
house was erected at the sanetine as the main factorr building andretainsthe
original thick beamframng structure. |he other buildings, |ike the workers'
houses were constructed i n the early 1900's.

Qn the north side of HH mStreet stand two nineteenth century shi n?le covered bui | d-
ings - the carpenter's shop andthe store. |lhe store was originally built asa
cooper's shop and has bean altered slightly to accononodate it snewuse. Thetrim
on these buildin%s s painted“ite and brick red, the color used onthe trimof
all the factory buildings, giving the area a visual unity. : L
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Trenont Nai| Factory, founded i nthe md-nineteenth century, i s the ol dest cut nail
factory still operating i nMssachusetts and one of the ol dest i nthe country. Archi-
tecturally, the original factorf/ bui I ding, erected i n 1848, and the other nineteenth
and early twentiethcentury buildings conprise asignificant industrial ccnplex. [Indus-
trially, the nineteenth centurr processes T™Vich are still used to produce cut nails

at the Trenont Nail Factory illustrate well the human skill orientedprocesses of nanu-
facture T™fcich characterizenineteenth century production.

lron ore was discovered i nVdrehami nthe md-ei ?hteenth centurK. Qude snelters were
set up toextract theiron fromthe ore andsmall utensils and hand/ wought nails were
produced on alocal scale. |he history of the Trenont Nail Gonpany can be traced back

to 1819, vAien a cooperative groi:pof nail makers was formed i n Vdreham This group,

TAVich created anenterprise,. nf_,£at>ned | abor and capital, strove to inprove nail I8ZA0
maki ng processes. | n the(1920" s, the cooperative abandoned handcutting techniques and”""A
began stanping out nails with-*i| cutting machines. To house their factory, they

purchased a fulling m |l ofYTed by Issac and Jared Pratt, vAiichstood on the site of

the present Trenont Nai| Factory. This mi|ll and several other mill buildings becane

known as the Parker M Ils Corporation. During their earlyyears, the Parker MIIls

.suffered danage from several fires andi n 1848 the present nail factory building was

earected. |he newfactorr i ncreased the size of the corporation markedly, reflecting

the large denmand for nails i nthe pre-Civil Vér period.

In 1882, the Parker MIls were sold to the Bridgewater Iron Gonpany for $50, 000.
Bridgewater Iron continued torun the nail factory until its failure i n188. Fol -
lowing the failure of tineBridgewater |ron Cctipany, the records for the nail factory,
indicating the exact date vhen the proEerty was acquired by the Trenmont Nai | Conpany,
are unclear. However, it seens that the property was acquired as afamly transaction,
find nenbers of the Stetson fam |y were connected wi th both corporations. |he Trenont
Vi | Caipany has continued torun the factory since the 1880's, adding several snall

bui | di ngs as the operation expanded.

"Ihe process for making nails at the Trenont Nail Factory remains virtually the sane as
't was during the nineteenth century. First, the rust andscale i s renoved from sheets
of steel inthe "pickling" shed. Arter that, the steel isbrought to the main building
vVAere it iscut into strips. lhevidth of the strips i s determned by the size of the

nail. Ihe steel strips are then put through anail cutting machine, #i ch cuts the
steel andheads the nail. (Several of these machines are ori ?| nal tothe factory.)
The nai | cutting machines are run by massive ol d overhead shartswi th | arge wooden

Ful | eys and wi de canvas belts. Original lY the power source for these machi nes was a
arge waterviieel; today they are run by electricity.

cont i nued
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I'he significance of theTranont Nail Conpany is-thus derived fronitsnineteenth
century process for producing high quality hand cut nails. |tis alsoarchitecturally
significant as a cdtiplete andfunctioning industrial conplex focused around a fine

ni neteenth century factory building. I

The Trenont Nail Factory is current|¥]awaiting inspection by the C&A- Cccupational

Safety and Heal th Adm ni'stration. |hepresent owner i sconcerned that C3Awill requir
nayj or phanﬁes inthe physical layout of thefactory andthus destroy nuch of its ;
historic character andprocess. |t is hoped that C3Awill recognize the historical |
significance of this factory, aswell as Itsexcellent safety record, and waive sone |
of thesafety requirenents. A * '
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the boundary turns north and extends t o Cranberry Road. |t then runs west for
300 feet, turns sou'theast and proceeds along t he Penn Central Railroad tracks

for 800feet, then northeasterly until i tadjoins theeastern corner of the
district.
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