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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The Blacks tone Canal was desi.jgi.ed-:to -connect Providence, Rhode 
Island, and Worcester, Massachusetts forty-five miles apart for the 
transport of commercial good, primarily, and also of passengers. It was 
constructed during the years 182U--1828. ;.In northern Rhode Island it 
partly parallels and partly combine with the Blackstone River and in Pro­ 
vidence becomes a part of the Moshassuck River. Twenty or more feet wide 
throughout, it was wherei necessary stone-walled, both to contain the canal 
stream and to support the path required for horses towing the canal-boats. 
Because of a drop^of J4?l feet, in altitude from Worcester to Providence, 
granite-walled~iocks had to be constructed at numerous points, but little 
visibly remains of these locks now, only outside Providence and nothing 
of their mechanisms.

From the intact Lincoln, Rhode Island, portion of the canal (al­ 
ready a separate nomination to the National Register), it flows under the 
Front Street Bridge in that town, through Scott Pond and now beneath 
the Sayles Finishing Plant, next combining with the Moshassuck River 
channel. Thence it continues southward for four and one-half miles under 
new streets and past mill complexes to Interstate Route 95>, within the 
Providence area. In this section there are no remains of walls or tow- 
paths. South of Route 95>,. however, the canal retains its original 
granite Trails at least on the eastern tow-path side and often on both  
for almost the entire remainder of its course into the city of Providence. 
This is now about one and one-half miles, terminating at the intersection 
of Steeple and Promenade Streets. In its time of use the canal ended 
finally at Market Square, some blocks south, where there was landing, a 
stair and a shelter for the transfer of passengers and cargo. These last 
stretches and the basin end of the canal are now covered by a network of 
modern pavements and squares.

The remaining Rhode Island sections of this canal display various 
types of, stone^wall construction, both with and without mortar. In most 
places they have maintained themselves sturdily^ in others they have 
sometimes been repaired or rebuilt. Their general condition appears 
good. As one exception in Providence, there are remains of what once 
might have been a set of locks above Mill Street, for such were shown in 
and early survey. The canal remains a long finger through a good part of 
Providence, and it still flows.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE (Include Personages, Dates, Events, Etc.)

The Blackstone Canal was at its beginnings (thought of in 1823, 
opened for use in 1828) another with many canals being stretched through­ 
out the eastern United States. In the first third of the XIX Century 
occurred what might bejsalled a frenzy of canal-building, induced by 
swift industrial and commercial development and the cpnsequent^"need for 
ajbra~risp6rtation network. All are familiar with the Erie Canal; there 
were also the Chesapeake and Delaware, the Philadelphia State, the 
Chesapeake and Ohio, the Louisville and Portland, the Morris^-Delaware 
and Raritan, the Georgetown etc. The Blackstone Canal justifiably takes 
a place among them in national history, and in Rhode Island it certainly 
takes a notable place in local history.

Here, its functions werejbq assist in commerce between Providence 
,andWorcester and to stimulate the industrial development of intervening 
towns and villages along the Moshassuck and Blackstone Rivers. These it 
did during its useful life of about twenty years, ended by the intro­ 
duction of a Providence Worcester railroad. It had forty-nine locks, 
as well as "tow-paths, basins, dams, wharves, embankments, toll houses, 
and other necessary appendages" demonstrative of the engineering and 
building skills of the times. Its Jttiode Island management was in the 
hands of a corporation which had been formed by such prominent citizens 
as Edward Carrington, Stephen H. Smith and Moses B. Ives. Another cor­ 
poration financed and managed the construction and operation of the 
canal's Massachusetts portions.

In Rhode Island there are still many parts of the canal visibly 
^.ntact (while in^Massachusetts there remain only a few vague and swampy 
"evidences of its existence at all). In these sections we have histori­ 
cally valuable survivals of the engineering and transportation ambitions 
and technology of the 1820's. We can see the masonry retaining walls, 
variously built, some tow-paths /and wharfage areas,, and the path of the 
canal into the centre of Providence. In many northern parts of the

 :!     ! ' i !Jj V(See Continuation Sheet)



Cady, John Hutchins: The Civic and Architectural Development of Provi­
dence, 1636-1950. (Providence, R. I., 1957).

Map of the Blackstone Canal (based on the original survey), 1828-1830
(at Rhode Island Historical Society, Providence). 

Greene, Welcome Arnold: The Providence Plantations for Two Hundred and
Fifty Years (Providence, 1886).
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8. Significance.

city a section not lately noted for its beauty but scheduled for improve­ 
ment segments of the canal with water still flowing, railed and sometimes 
overhung by trees, provide almost the only, alive, picturesque thing to be 
seen and watched.

In many cities "pocket parks" of green have lately been created. In 
the remains of the Blackstone Canal, Providence has pocket streams of run­ 
ning water between ruggedly handsome old masonry. They are interesting now 
to discover; in future, freed of debris, they can form even more plleasur- 
able accents in developed areas. Above all, they should be kept as visible 
and tangible parts of the city's and the state's history of growth, plan­ 
ning, commercial ambition and prosperity/
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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AN D ORIGINAL. (If known) PHYSICAL. APPEARANCE

The stretch of the Blackstone Canal beginning at Front Street in 
Lincoln and extending four miles north to the Ashton Dam somprises the 
Paul Ronci Memorial Park. It is the longest sejm^nt_of__the_original 
forty-five mile canal still intact. BotK the canal and the tow-path 
exist in good condition. There are no locks or engineering structures 
along this stretch of the canal. The width of the canal varies be­ 
tween thirty-two and forty-five feet at the top. The bottom width is 
eighteen feet. Present water level averages between three and four 
feet in depth.

The land for use as a park includes the canal, tow-path, and 
fifteen feet on either side of the canal. The canal banks have a 
ground cover of brush and small-to-medium-size trees. The walls of 
the canal for the last two thousand feet at the northern end are lined 
with cut-stone blocks. The physical appearance to-day is, in short, 
much the same as it was during the years 1828 to l8It8 when the canal 
was in use, transporting goods between Providence, Rhode Island, and 
Worcester, Massachusetts.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE (Include Personages, Dates, Events, Etc.)

The canal was constructed between the years 1821; and 1828. It 
linked the cities of Worcester, Massachusetts, and "providence,. The 
fortyj-five-mile stretch, with a drop of 13l feet in altitude, em- 
pl^Fd granite locks. The canal was riot "built "as one independent 
and continuous stretch for its entire length, as it utilized the 
parallel Blackstone River at various points, thus saving some con­ 
struction costs.

Built at the height of the canal frenzy, the Blackstone had a 
life df nearly twenty-five years few of them prosperous. To begin 
with, it was too late in coming. John Brown of Providence had seen 
the advantages of such a canal opening up country markets for Provi­ 
dence trade in the late 1700's; but when his fellow-merchant, Edward 
Carrington, brought that vision to realization in the 1820's the 
coming of the railroad already heralded a faster and better way of 
moving goods and passengers. In addition, the canal project was 
underfinanced. Also, hasty planning had failed to provide a proper 
system of reservoirs to maintain a continuous water level; draughts 
and diversions of water by mill-owners resulted in frequent inter­ 
ruptions of service.

To-day few sections of the canal remain. There are no.known 
locks still to.be seen, though some of their remains may exist. In 
several places in Massachusetts the canal has been filled in. The 
canal bed in Rhode Island, however, is largely intact.



Carrington, Edward: Papers (at Rhode Island Historical Society, Provi­ 
dence). 

Blackstone Canal Company: Account books (at Rhode Island Historical 
Society, Providence.) 

Blackstone Canal, Trustees of: Minutes (in Thomas A. Jenckes Col­ 
lection at Rhode Island Historical Society, Providence). 

Kar» of the Blackstone Canal (based on the original survey, 1828-1330) .
(at Rhode Island Historical Society, Providence)
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