INSTRUCTIONS

S EE

Form 10-300
(Dec. 1968)

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLA ES\UC«
INVENTORY - NOMINATION- FORNF‘
FCEIVED

(Type all entries — complete applrcable seEtxons) 1971

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE

STATE:

Rhode Island

COUNTY:;

Providence

FOR NPS USE ONLY

ENTRY NUMBER

DATE

P/ 5. dd 00/

N:Blacks‘lzone_Camal

AND/OR HISTORIC:

STREET AND NUMBER:

From Front Street Bridge

To Steeple and Promenade Streets

CITY OR TOWN:
Lincoln

Providence

STATE

Rhode Island

COUNTY:

Providence

CODE

CATEGORY
(Check One)

OWNERSHIP

STATUS

ACCESSIBLE

TO THE PUBLIC

‘Public
Private

Both

District
Site

O
v

Object

Building

(]
d

Structure

O

B OO

Public Acquisition:

In Process

Being Considered

OJ

Occupied

(] |Unoccupied
] Preservation work
in progress

(|

=

Yes: 1N part
Restricted []
Unrestricted (X

No: in partd

PRESENT USE (Check One or More as Appropriate)

Government

O
O
O
O

Agricultural

Commercial Industrial

Educational Military

Entertoainment Museum

loooo

Park
Private Residence
Religious

Scientific

O
O

Transportation
Other (Specify)
Unused

X

[0 Comments

a

OWNER OF PROPERTY. © "7

OWNERS NAME:

STREET AND NUMBER:

K. \
N

CITY OR TOWN:

STATE:

CODE

t31vls

OCATION: OF LEGAL DESCRIPTION ’

COURTHOUSE, REGISTRY OF DEEDS, ETC:

Lincoln Town Clerk

City Hall

STREET AND NUMBER:

100, 0ld River Road

Dorrance and Washington Streets

CITY OR TOWN:

Lincoln:

Providence

STATE

Rhode Island

CODE

T8

APF’ROX!MATE ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY:

16 .2

FALNNOD

TITLE OF SURVEY

Not so represented

DATE OF SURVEY:

Federal []

State

O

County

)

Local

O

7

DEPOSITORY FOR SURVEY RECORDS:

[
-’

STREET AND NUMBER:

CITY OR TOWN:

STATE:

H3IGWNN AYMLN3

CODE

[L]7]5T0199F f
31ka

ATINO 35N SdN 304




7 :DESCRIPTION:

CONDITION (Gheck one
Excellent [] Good [X Fair []. Deteriorated [] Ruins [ Unexposed []
heck O heck
INTEGRITY _ (Check One) (Check One)
Altered [Y Unaltered [] Moved [ Original Site @

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (If known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The Blackstone Canal was desipned to.connect Prov1dence, Rhode
Island, ancd Worcester, Massachusetts--forty-five miles apart--for the
transport of commercial good, primarily, and also of passengers. It was
constructed during the years 182L--1828. .In northern Rhode Island it
partly parallels and partly combins with the Blackstone River and in Pro-
vidence becomes a part of the Moshassuck River. Twenty or more feet wide
throughout, it was where necessary stone-walled, both to contain the canal
stream and to sunport the path required for horses tOW1ng the canal-boats.
Because of a drop of LS51 .feet in altitude from Worcester to Providence,
granlteswalled locks had to be constructed at numerous points, but little
visibly remains of these locks--now, only outside Providence--and nothing
of their mechanisms.

From the intact Lincoln, Rhode Island, portion of the canal (al-
ready a separate nomination to the National Register), it flows under the
Front Street Bridee in that towm, through Scott Pond and--now--beneath
the Sayles Finishing Plant, next combining with the Moshassuck River
channel. Thence it continues southward for four and one-half miles under
new streets and past mill complexes to Interstate Route 95, within the
Providence area. In this section there are no remains of walls or tow-
paths, South of Route 95, however, the canal retains its original
granite walls--at least on the eastern tow-path side and often on both--
for almost the entire remainder of its course into the city of Providence.
This is now about one and one-half miles, terminating at the intersection
of Steeple and Promenade Streets. In its time of use the canal ended
finally at Market Square, some blocks south, where there was landing, a
stair and a shelter for the transfer of passengers and cargo. These last
stretches and the basin end of the canal are now covered by a network of
modern pavements and squares.

The remaining Rhode Island sections of this canal display wvarious
tyves of stone wall construction, both with and without meortar. 1In most
places they have maintained themselves sturdily; in others they have
sometimes been repaired or rebuilt. Their general condition avpears
good. As one exception in Providence, there are remains of what once
might have been a set of locks above Mill Street, for such were showm in
and early survey. The canal remains a long finger through a good part of
Providence, and it still flows.
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The Blackstone Canal was at its beginnings (thought of in 1823,
opened for use in 1828) another with many canals being stretched through-
out the eastern'Unlted States. In the first thlrd of the‘XIX Century

- ———— e o

swift industrial and commercial development and the consequent need for
a transportation network. All are familiar with the Erie Canal; there
were also the Chesapeake and Delaware, the Philadelphia State, the
Chesapeake and Ohio, the Louisville and Portland, the Morris=-Delaware
and Raritan, the Georgetown etc. The Blackstone Canal justifiably takes
a place among them in national history, and in Rhode Island it certainly
takes a notable place in local history.

Here, its functions were to_assist in commerce between Providence
and Vorcester and to stimilate the industrial dévelopment of intervening
towns and villages along the Moshassuck and Blackstone Rivers. These it
did during its useful 1life of about twenty years, ended by the intro-
duction of a Providence-~-Worcester railroad. It had forty-nine locks,
as well as "tow-paths, basins, dams, wharves, embankments, toll houses,
and other necessary apvendages" demonstrative of the engineering and
building skills of the times. Its Rhode Island management was in the
hands of a corporation which had been formed by such prominent citizens
as Edward Carrington, Stephen H. Smith and Moses B. Ives. Another cor-
poration financed and managed the construction and operation of the
canal's Massachusetts portions.

In Rhode Island there are still mary parts of the canal visibly
intact (while in Massachusetts there remain only a few vague and swampy
‘evidences of its existence at all). In these sections we have histori-
cally valuable survivals of the engineering and transportation ambitions
and technology of the 1820's. 'e can see the masonry retaining walls,
variously built, some tow-paths and wharfage areas, and the path of the
canal into the centre of Prov1dence. In many northern parts of the

/(See Continuation Sheet)




‘MAJOR'BIBLIOGRAPHICAL REFERENCES. “: inn- b o i g

Cady, John Hutchins:

The Civic and Architectural Development of Provi-

dence, 1636-1950. (Providence, R.

I., 1957).

D

Providence

Map of the Blackstone Canal (based on the original survey), 1828-1830 2
(at Rhode Island Historical Society, Providence). o~
Greene, "Jelcome Arnold: The Providence Plantations for Two Hundred and Ni =
Fifty Years (Providence, 1886). G, _Qg
c
r )
&
\\'\—\)
10,7 GEOGRAPHICAL DATA" e s iy _ | S
ceruos o covervuoe commomates 0] oetan e e s ST |5 L
DEFINING A RECTANGLE LOCATING THE PROPERTY $ -
R OF LESS THAN ONE ACRE ~ 7
CORNER LATITUDE LONGITUDE LATITUDE LONGITUDE QOJ ’\
Degrees Minutes Seconds | Degrees Minutes Seconds Degrees Minutes Seconds | Degrees Minutes Seconds ! "
NW '(lo 2)4. 26- !.llo 51_‘ v 99 o ’ » o ’ "
NE | 71° 24" 00" | L1° Sh* 22"
SE | T1° 2hr 227 | l1° L9 36" o S
s | 71° 2l 50" | M1° L9’ 36° e B o
LIST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNXY)BOUNRARIE (4" 10
T COPE JeounTy T Rreevell e eeeE e T
RN LS S S R Q) m
STATE: CODE | COUNTY: 'T;' [ !:,‘7'.; -+ | cope ,')
STATE: CODE | COUNTY: \ . NGl cope [T Z
. REDY T w»
STATE: CODE | COUNTY: c N \;/' CODE ‘(}—l
VT N
41 FORM PREPARED:BY. #3705 : ’ -
NAME AND TITLE: -\..
Richard B. Harrlngton , Consultant ¢ 0
ORGANIZATION D7, . i, o |oatE -
Rhode Island Hlstorlcal Preservation Commission B July 28, 1970 | —
STREET AND NUMBER: ()
State House, 90, Smith Street =
CITY OR TOWN: STATE - CODE o

Rhode Island, 02903

2.7

44@

<NATIONAL:REGISTER:VERIFICATION

As the designated State Liaison Officer for the Na-
tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law

89-665), I hereby nominate this property for inclusion

in the National Register and certify that it has been

evaluated according to the criteria and procedures set .
forth by the National Park Service.

level of significance of this nomination is:

Ol

The recommended

Local [

National

State Q‘g’

Yo \\\@NM

Title State Liaison Officer

Date January 22, 1971

I herebv certify that this property is included in the

National Register.

({;Mﬁ,w 7¢ 7 ﬁ%‘/l/w/ vy

Chief, Office of Archeology and Historic P'recgerva\tion

WAy ¢

1971

Date

ATTEST:

/&7//44// ZM /Aa/

Keeper of, The NatxonarRegxst

APR 8  10% ./.-

Date

WAL § »

,/'.I.'/' ,::' f'/'

~u ’{‘:’-'{ _(.__ IS



{‘}-(:Form 10-300q

‘L (Dec. 1968)

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES

STATE

Rhode Island

COUNTY

| 33 :' Providence
o INVENTORY - NOMINATION FORM

FOR NPS USE ONLY

ENTRY NUMBER DA}’E

(Continuation Sheet)

LS 0010l Fh)7

(Number all entries)

8. Significance.

city--a section not lately noted for its beauty but scheduled for improve-
ment--segments of the canal with water still flowing, railed and sometimes
overhung by trees, provide almost the only, alive, picturesque thing to be
seen and watched.

In many cities "pocket parks" of green have lately been created. In
the remains of the Blackstone Canal, Providence has pocket streams of run-
ning water between ruggedly handsome old masonry. They are interesting now
to discover; in future, freed of débris, they can form even more plleasur-
able accents in developed areas. Above dll, they should be kept as visible
and tangible parts of the city's and the state's history of growth, plan-
ning, commercial ambition and prosperity.
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OWNERS NAME:
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CONDITION (Check One)
Excellent [ Good [} Fair []. Deteriorated [} Ruins [ Unexposed [
k
INTEGRITY (Check One) (Check One)
Aftered [ Unaltered Y Moved (] Original Site [

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (If known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The stretch of the Blackstone Canal beginning at Front Street in
Lincoln and extending four miles narth to the Ashton Dam somprises the
Paul Ronci lMemorial Park., It is the longest segment of the original
forty-five mile canal still intact. BSEE’?HE—Eénal and the tow-path
exist in cood condltlon. There are no locks or eﬁglneerlng structures
along this stretch of the canal. The width of the canal varies be-
tween thirty-two and forty-five feet at the top. The bottom width is
eighteen feet. Present water level averages between three and four

feet in depth.

The land for use as a park includes the canal, tow-path, and
fifteen feet on either side of the canal. The canal banks have a
ground cover of brush and small-to-medium-size trees. The walls of
the canal for the last two thousand feet at the northern end are lined
with cut-stone blocks. The vhysical appearance to-day is, in short,
much the same as it was during the years 1828 to 18L3 when the canal
was in use, transporting goods between Providence, Rhode Island, and

Worcester, lassachusetts.
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The canal was constructed between the years 182l and 1828. Tt
linked the cities of'Worcester, Massachusetts, and’ Prov1dence. The
forty-flve—mlle stretch, with a drop of LS1 feet in ‘altitude, em-
ployed granlte Jocks. The canal was not built ‘as one independent
and continuous stretch for its entire length, as it utilized the
parallel Blackstone River at various points, thus saving some con-

struction costs..

Built at the height of the canal frenzy, the Blackstone had a
life df nearly twenty-five years--few of them vrosperous. To begin
with, it was too late in coming. John Brown oFf Providence had seen
the advantages of such a canal opening up country markets for Provi-
dence trade in the late 1700's; but when his fellow-merchant, Edward
Carrington, brought that vision to realization in the 1820's the
coming of the railroad already heralded a faster and better way of
moving goods and passengers. In addition, the canal project was
underfinanced, Also, hasty planning had failed to provide a proper
system of reservoirs to maintain a continuous water level; droughts

and d1vers1ons of water by mill-owners resulted in frequent inter-
ruptlons of serv1ce.

To-day few sections of the canal remain. There are no known
locks still to be seen, though some of their remains may exist. In
several vlaces in Massachusetts the canal has teen filled in. The

canal bted in Rhode Island, hovever, is largely intact.




Carrington, Edward: Papers (at Rhode Island Historical Society, Provi-
dence).

Blackstone Canal Company: Account books (at Rhode Island Historical
Society, Providence.)

Blackstone Canal, Trustees of: Minutes (in Thomas A. Jenckes Col-
lection at Rhode Island Historical Society, Providence).

liap of the Blackstone Canal (based on the original survey, 1828-1830).
(at Rnode Island Historical Society, Providence)
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