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Tomm Wakefield
Address |18A and ?0 Ahnrn Street
Historic Name NA

Usee Present dwelling and barn

Original dwpTling plup; garagp
DESCRIPTICW
Dae c. 1883-88
Source Birds' eye view and atlas, 188

Style Queen Anne
Architect NA
Exterior Wal Fabric d spboard/shi ngl e
CXitbuildings double carriage barn with
living quarters above-contributing
(c.1888)
Mao Alterations (with dates)
None

Ccxidition Good

Momad ND Date NA

Acreage One'acre

Setting Set on rise behind fieldstone
retaining wall, carriage barn rear.
Extensive grounds and driveway.

Recorded by Architectural Preservation

~ Associates _
Crganizaticn Wakefield Historical

Comm ssi on
Date Mav™nh 1QS5



NATI ONL. REQ STER (R TER A STATBEMBENT (i f appl i cabl e) . .
This house is one of the best-certainly the biggest-exanple of high
style Queen Anne Architecture in this neighborhood. |t retains
integrity of location, setting, design, materials, workmanship,
{eeling| and| association, and neets criterion C of the NRP on the
oca evel .

ARCHECTORAL S GNH CANCE  Describe inportant architectural features and evaluate in terns of

ot her bui I di ngs within the canmnity.
Probably the largest, grandest Queen Anne house in this neighborhood,
this rambling structure extends along the crest of a small hill. It
Is conposed of two mmjor elements, a cross gabled 2h story structure enterec
through an extended porte-cochere, and a 2 stor%/ gable roof elenent
entered through a high porch [inking the two. The nmassing is as varied
as | tcan be; the second story overhangs the first, there are porches,
oriels, bays, and jogs, all keepi n% the form noving. The surface is as
lively; a narrow board and batten frieze, ornanented bargeboards, gable
ornaments of flowers and thistles, brackets, an exterior chimey.
Nutting framed wi ndows and bal ustrades nmake for a conplex composition.
The carriage barn with apartments above for the servants carries out
the sane thematic elements as the house.

HSICIICAL SGNH CANCE Explain the role owners played in local or state history and how the
building rel atesto the devel opnent of the commaunity.
Aborn Street is named for John G Aborn, a shoe maker whose house
stood on the corner at Main Street. Born in 822, he achieved
busi ness success and a position of community |eadership. In 1844 he
went to live in the now demollsed Main Street house of John White as
an assistant, married the boss's daughter, built a house of his ow on
his father inlaws property, and went into his business. h Aborn's
retirement, the firmwas taken over by his assistant, Henry Haskell,
whose house and shoe factory stood in 1889 on the south side of Vdve
Ave. the firms specialties were ladies', msses', and children's
shoes. After VWhite's death, his heirs opened Aborn Street, (it
appears on the 1857 map), and White Ave., which appears on the 1889
mp. Aborn himself devel oped parts of the Junction district in the
| 860s and 70s. Aborn and surrounding streets became the hone of
substantial mddle classes, sone of whom commuted to Boston by train,
but the majority were local business nen and craftsmen, amy of them
l'ike Aborn and Haskell, working in the shoemaking trades.

B BLI G3APHy and/ or REFERENES
Ms. Ashy
Atlas 1874 land of J. white's Heirs
Atlas 1889 Ms. Ashy
Eaton, Chester and Warren Eaton. Two-Hundredth Anniversary of the
Ancient Town of Reddi ng, Reading, [tt95.
#17 199 Pearson J. Clifton Nail Manufacturer ,
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