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1. Name
historic (\ Nels a\lfam'l 1Jﬁguse

and/or common

2. Location

street & number 1340 Second Avenue —___not for publication

city, town Salt Lake City —_ vicinity of congressional district (2

state Utah code 049 county Salt Lake code()35

3. Classification

Category Ownership Status Present Use

—district — public _L/occupied —___agriculture — _ museum

_.Z building(s) __ Lo private —_ unoccupied — commercial ‘_)ark

_structure ——both —_work in progress — educational _&~ private residence

—_ site Public Acquisition Accessible ____entertainment —religious

——— object —__in process __sfes: restricted ____government —__scientific
____being considered ____yes: unrestricted ___industrial ____ transportation

—_no — military —_other:

4. Owner of Property

name Thomas Buranek

street & number 1340 Second Ave

city,town  SLC ___ vicinity of state UT 84103
5. Location of Legal Description

courthouse, registry of deeds, etc. Sa1t Igke City and County Building

street & number 400 South State

city, town Salt Lake City state UT 84111
6. Representation in Existing Surveys

tittle Utah. Historic Sites Survey has this property been determined elegible? ____yes X’ _no

date 1979 _federal ___state ___ county ___local

depository for survey records Utah State Historical Society

Salt Lake City Utah
city, town . state




7. Description

Condition Check one Check one

X excellent ____ deteriorated __X unaltered _K_ original site
—good —_ruins ___altered — moved date
____fair ___ unexposed

Describe the present and original (if known) physical appearance

Nels G. Hall hired the architect Slack Winburn and his son to design a house
similar to Spanish-style houses he had seen in California. Aocordmg to
Hall's daughter, he wanted s:.mpllclty and elegance in the exterior design and
a functional and warm interior. The builder was J.H. Johnson.

The exterior appearance of the house is in keeping with the simplicity and
elegance desired by Mr. Hall. The principal building material is brick, with
a stucco finish. The house has a very solid appearance, with the windows
recessed from the exterior facade about six inches. One exceptlon to the
brick construction is a frame extension of the master bedroom in the rear of
the house. This is also covered with stucco.

Wood was used on the exterior of the house mainly for the cornice and the
openings. Doorways, window frames, balconies and support posts in the rear of
the house are wooden. There is also a small wooden deck extension in the
rear. Simple wooden posts support a roof over a sun porch located above the
concrete garage. The garage is partially underground, and was built at the
same time as the orginal structure.

In the Spanish Revival style chimneys were commonly placed in the interior of
the house. The Hall house, however, has both its chimneys located on the
exterior walls, one.on the east and one on the west facade. The:physical:
appearances of the two chimneys are in keeping with popular designs used for
this style. One chimney is used for two fireplaces, one below the other.

The wooden posts which support the rear extension of the second floor (the
master bedroom) are designed in the style of the Spanish Colonial Revival.

Two posts are placed very close together, as if to resemble a single post. A
common feature of the Spanish Colonial Revival style is the balcony. Typical
balconies are long and extend around a portion of the exterior. Two balconies
are situated on the Hall house on the street facade, second floor. The first
is made of wood, with panels having a cutout sun motif in the center. These
panels of wood were quite common for privacy as well as for wind protection.
The second balcony, around the corner from the other, is ornamented with
wooden spindles.

One of the loveliest features of the house is the front door surrounded by
beautiful ceramic tiles. These tiles were probably the work of Ernest
Batchelder, an artist of the Arts and Crafts period who lived and worked in
southern California. The tiles depict popular Spanish motifs. Extra tiles
were purchased in case tiles were damaged by weather or age. These tiles were
ordered, as were the roofing tiles, through the Cahoon Brick Company.



‘8. Significance

Period Areas of Significance—Check and justify below o
____prehistoric ____ archeology-prehistoric ____ community planning ____ landscape architecture____ rel.lglon
___1400-1499 ____ archeology-historic ____conservation — law - science
___1500-1599 ____ agriculture ____economics —__literature - scu!pture
___1600-1699 _ %A architecture — education — military — social/ o
. 1700-1799 ____ art ___engineering —__ music humanitarian
—_1800-1899 ___ commerce ____exploration/settiement ____ philosophy — theater

*_ 1900~ —— communications —— industry ——_politics/government __ transportation
o ____invention —___other (specify)
Specific dates 11928 Builder/Architect Slack Winburn

Statement of Significance (in one paragraph)

The Hall house is one of the best examplesof the Spanish Colonial Revival

style in Salt Lake City. Especially significant are the tiles of the front ,
entry. They are probably the work of Ernest Batchelder, an important southern
California artist of the Arts and Crafts period. The house was built for Nels
G. Hall, a prominent businessman, and designed by the architect Slack Winburn
and his sons. Hall desired a simplicity and elegance in the exterior design
and a functional interior, which are reflected in the house.

Nels G. Hall was born on December 29, 1884, in Provo, Utah, a son of Nels and
Josephine Bergstrom Hall. He was educated in Provo and graduated from Brigham
Young Academy's School of Business. He married Hazel Greaves at Ephraim on
September 5, 1910. They had three children; Katherine, Jeanne and Nels G.
Hall.

Hall's business career began in 1905 when he moved to Salt Lake City to accept
a position with the Utah Savings and Trust Company. He then became assistant
to Heber M. Wells, who later became the first governor of Utah. In 1914 Hall
helped create the Columbia Trust Company and became vice president. In 1920
he left to become secretary-treasurer of the Panama Sugar Company. He soon
returned to Salt Lake City to become manager of the Utah Wholesale Grocery,
and at that time lived at 275 1llth East. He then assumed vice presidency of
the Columbia Trust Company and entered into the mining business with several
business associates, forming the South Mountain Mining Company at Jordan
Valley, Oregon. It was during this period of Mr. Hall's life that he began
the plans for the house. He had visited California and resolved to build a
Spanish Colonial or Mission style similar to houses he had seen, and
eventually decided on the Spanish Colonial Revival plans. In 1945 Hall sold
the mining company and devoted his time to personal investments and business. '
He was active in the Church of Jesus Christ of latter-day Saints in the
Federal Heights Ward, and he was also active in civic affairs.

Nels G. Hall lived in the house from the day it was ready to occupy until his
death at the age of 80 on December 31, 1964. His widow, Hazel, remained in
the house until her death some six years later. Their only son, Nels, lived
in the home a short time until his untimely death in 1971. The house remained
vacant as such for five years and later occupied by Dr. Allen S. McGaughey.
The Thomas Buranek family are the current residents.



9. Major Bibliographical References

See continuation sheet

10. Geographical Data T
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Verbal boundary description and justification . ) .
Iots 1, 2, and W 15 ft of Lot 3 Blk 9 - Bonneville on the Hill - unrecorded

List all states and counties for properties overlapping state or county boundaries

state code county code

state code county code

11. Form Prepared By

name/titte Dian Kathryn Gray

organization School of Architecfure, University of Utadie

street & number telephone

city or town Salt Lake City state UT 84108

12. State Historic Preservation Officer Certification

The evaluated significance of this property within the state is:

____national ____state K local

As the designated State Historic Preservation Officer for the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 89—
665), | hereby nominate this property for inclusion in the National Register and certify that it has been evaluated
according to the criteria and procedures set forth by the Heritage Conservation and Recreation Service.

h C

State Historic Preservation Officer signature

+

title Melvin T. Smith, State Historic Preservation Officer date
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The Hall house main floor plan consists of a living room, dining room,
breakfast room, study, kitchen and one-half bath. There are two fireplaces on
the main floor. On the second floor, there are three bedrooms, a full bath,
and the master bedroom is in the rear of the house. The lower level consists
of an amusement room, a bedroom, a laundry room and a three/quarter bath.
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Hannaford, Donald and Revel Edwards, Spanish Colonial or Adobe Architecture of California,
1800-1850. New York: Architectural Book Publishing Co., Inc., 1931.
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