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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

Boise's old Carnegie Public Library is a handsome brick structure
in the French Renaigfance style. A short flight of steps leads up to
the projecting central bay which contains the double front doors. A
pattern of graceful round arches marks the facade, contrasting with the
rectilinear lines of the building. On either side of the central bay
is a trio of tall, round-arched windows, and the central bay itself
contains a large, round-arched window above the entrance and a smaller
one on either side. Emphasizing these round-arched windows are
rusticated stone arches, with keystones in all but the arch above the
main door. All other windows are rectangular, with lintels of brick
set at an angle. A pedimented gable tops the central bay, and a low
hip roof tops the main structure. The simple projecting cornice is
complete with dentils, a pattern which is continued in the pedimented
gable.

The building was constructed of materials local in Boise. ‘'fhe
beige pressed biyck was mde in Boise, and the sandstone used in the
foundation and trim was quarried from Table Rock just east of town.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE )

As the city of Boise grew in size, the need for a larger and more
permanent libyary became apparent. In 1902, a request was made to Mr.
Andrew Carngéqe by the skcretary of the state library commission,
bearing the endorsement of Gov. F. W. Hunt. Carnegie gave the city
$20,000 for a new building, but as this was not quite sufficient, the
city donated $4000 more and the Columbian Club an additional; $1000.
The school board donated the site at the corner of Eigth and Washing-
ton, only a block from the State capitol.

The board of trustees of the library solicited plans from architect
all across the country. By the g€adline of Feb. 1,1904, 17 sets of
plans had been submitted iqcl ing four local Boise firms. After mucﬁj
deliberation, J. E. Tou exqﬁtte of Boise was awarded first prize in
the contest, giving him supervision of construction as well as 5% of
the cost. The second prize went to C. Z. Hubbell of Spokane and
third prize went to Campbell and Wayland of Boise.

The trustees wanted the new library to be local from the founda-
tion up. The brick was locally made, the sandstone locally quarried,
and the design was from a Boise architect. Labor, of course, was
supplied locally, with the contract awarded in July 1904 to MicQ?fé
and Weber of Boise. v

The work proceeded more slowly than expected. The building was
originally scheduled to be opened by the middle of February 1905, but
did not open until May. Great excitement surrounded the opening of
the new library. A grand ball was held on May 1lst, with the new
building open for tours that evening. The dedication was to follow
the next day but had to be postponed until May 3 because of inclement
weather., Judge C. C. Goodwin from Salt Lake was the main speaker,
with others sharing the platform with him. All, of course, were
lavish in their praise of the new library and its effect on the grow=-
ing city.

After almost 70 years in the same building, the library finally
moved to new quarters in 1973. The old building is still in use,
however, after being converted quite successfully to office space.
This 1s the best of the few surviving examples of
Carnegle litrasries in Idaho.




Idaho Daily Statesman, 2 February 1904 thru 4 May 1905.
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FFICER CERTIFICA)

As the designated State Liaison Officer for the Na-
tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law
89-665), I hereby nominate this property for inclusion
in the National Register and certify that it has been
evaluated according to the c-iteria and procedures set
forth by the National Park Service.
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Director, Office of Archeology and Historic Preservation

1/ [71 /73/

Date
ATTEST:
J >
yd
Keeper 6f The National Regisfer
Date ][' / g . 7

¥ U.S. GOVERNMENT PRINTING OFFICE : 1973-729-147/1442 3-|

33

SNOIT1LDO2NYy1lSNI



