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historic name Main Street Cemetery

other names/site number
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street & number_ Main street not for publication
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state  Massachusetts code MA county Berkshire code 003 zip code 01226

3. State/Federal Agency Certification

As the designated authority under the National Historic Preservation Act of 1986, as amended, | hereby certify that this ~*omination
» request for detemlination of eligibility meets the documentation standards for registering properties in the National Register of
Historic Places and meets the procedural and professional requirements set forth In 36 CFR Part 60. In my opinion, the property
I"meets « does not meet the National Register Criteria. | recommend that this property be considered significant

* nationally « statewide J*locally. (¢ See continuation sheet for additional comments.)

Sigifiature of certifying official/Title Judith B. McEernough, Executive Director
Massachusetts Historical Commission, State Historic Preservation Officer

ate or Federal agency and bureau

In my opinion, the property * meets « does not meet the National Register criteria. (¢ See continuation sheet for additional Comments.)

Signature of certifying official/Title Date
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5. Classification
Ownership of Property

(Check as many boxes as apply) (Check only one box)
_ private _ building(s)
X public-local _ district
_ public-State X site
_ public-Federal __ structure
object

Name of related multiple property listing
(Enter "N/A" if property is not part of a multiple property listing.)

n/a

6. Function or Use

Historic Functions
(Enter categories from instructions)

FUNERARY: cemetery
GOVERNMENT: meetinghouse
RELIGION: religious facility (meetinghouse)

7. Description

Architectural Classification
(Enter categories from Instructions)

Late Gothic Revival

Narrative Description

Berkshire, MA
County and State

Number of Resources within Property
(Do not include previously listed resources in the count.)

Contributing Noncontributing
1 1 building
1 sites
1 1 structures
objects
3 1 Total

Number of contributing resources previously listed
In the National Register

Current Functions
(Enter categories from instructions)

FUNERARY: cemetery

Materials
(Enter categories from instnjctions)
foundation stone, concrete

walls  slate, asphalt shingle

roof stone, wood shingle

other stone, metal, concrete

(Describe the historic and current condition of the property on one or more continuation sheets.)
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DESCRIPTION

Dalton's Main Strest Cemetery, situated on 10.2 acresof land containing over 850 lots, is laid out
in alandscaped, parklike setting, with mature deciduous and evergreen trees and shrubs shading family
plots marked by monuments (dating from 1788 to the present) in avariety of sylesand materids, fromtiny
gones marked with faded initia s to obdisks, pedestas, table, and dtar-shaped monuments. The earliest
known buria gppears to be 1788. While the cemeaery is till in use today, the bulk of the monuments range
from the 1830s to the 1930s, showing aprogression of vemacular and high-style memorid styles. The site
includes two buildings—a contributing 1907 chapel and receiving vault designed by Pittsfield architects
Harding & Seaver (s2e photo 19), and anon-contributing late twentieth-century office and garage.
Contributing structures include amassve concrete wall on the southem (Main Street) side. (See photo 1)
The Main Strest Cametery reflects, on asmdl scae, the picturesque ideds that shaped the mral cemetery
movement of the mid-nineteenth century.

Located a short distance to the eest of Dalton's westerly border with Fittsfield, the Main Street
Cemaey liesonthefringe of Dalton's historic town center and itsmost thickly settled area. Onthe
cemetery's Main Street (southem) side, neighboring properties are wooded or landscaped, so that few
gructures are visible. Directly acrossthe street from the southwestern half of the cemetery, the terrain drops
stegply, encompassing apiece of land thickly covered with immature trees and undergrowth. The parce
across from the cemetery's southeastern portion isthe formally landscgped ste of the Crane Exedra, a
columnar monument well-screened from the sfreet by massive plantings of formally cropped yews.

To the west, on the Park Avenue sde of the cemetery, residences, aschoal, and a playground serve
asthe buria ground's neighbors. To the north, asand of hemlocks screens the cemetery from the houses
sted a the back of the cametery. Homes here are smal mid-nineteenth-century to mid-twenti eth-century
dwellings on small lots. To the east, resdences and commercid buildings border the cemetery, with the
southeest section of the property bounded by the large brick indusfrial buildings originally used by the
Dalton Shoe Company. Again, evergreens provide a buffer dong the chainlink fence.

Ore gpproachesthe cemetery from the west dong Route 9, awell-fraveled sate highway linking
Ddton with Pittsfield to the west. The road passes out of adisfrict of sfrip commercia deveopment on
Dalton's westemn border with Pittsfield, pest afew industrial buildings, and then takesa curving path that
rises steeply past broad well-landscaped properties (mostly owned by the Crane family or Crane Pgper
Company) beforereaching the cemetery.

At the comer of Park and Main Sfregts, a segp embankment dominated by a massive buff-colored
concrete wall rises from the sdewak. (See photo 1) Thiswall, which endosesthe cemetery's southem
boundary line, givesthe cemetery aforfress-like gopearance from the outside. From the inside, the wall adds
to the sedluded amosphere of the burial ground. The omamentd wall does not completely surround the
cemetery; the other three sdesare smply endosed by amodem chain link fence. Congtructed in 1911 with
funding from the Crane family, thewall issmply and sturdily molded with recessad pandsframedby heavy
square uprightslinked by pesked capgtones Larger pillarsflank the cemetery's two enfrances. Thepillars
have been molded with arectangular pands recessed within pointed pands. The centra entry !'res no gate;
rather the walls curve inward to welcome visitors to the cemetery. Clumps of young birches (planted in the
1970s to replace damaged shrubs) flank the main enfrance. The entty a the southwesten comer sportsa
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Cadt iron gate topped with scrollwork andflankedby yews 1t indde thewall, free-sizedyens sede the
southem border of the camaiay ad increese the bufferfromthe sreat thet the wall provides

Upon entering the ceamaay, one is gregted with a view of winding gravd peths meandaing
through alandscgpe of meture dediduous and evargreenfreesand shmbs which aregte a parklike
gopegrance (See photos 2 t0 5.) Massve asks mades locudt, gomoe ping and hemlock, meny of which
probably datef romabout 1870 to 1930, dhede modt of the cametery’'s fifteen sedions Smbs indude yens
(meny of which have metured tof reesze) and euonymus Rantings indude a number of floweringghmios
andfrees,auch &s lilacs, rhododendrons, azdess, andfl oweringareb goples which provide a range of color
andfragrancef romearly aring to early summer. Two of the more unusud plantings are a Cambdlis
Magndia (netive to the Himdayas), and a Ginkof ree.Wild thyme mixed with grasses forms a fragrant
lavn, carpeting the cametary with a here of gicy-soanted pink and purple dossoms in mideumme. The
terrain is modly leve, though gentle variaionsin dope kegp itfrombeing absolutdy flat.

Monuments to the deed are thickly didfributed throughout the camelary in awide varigty of dgpes
and szesfromtiny unmaked gones (sse photo 8) to mesdve abdisks reeching heaverward (s photos 5,
6, and 10). Gray granite, marble, and limestone predomingte, but ssenddong, pink granite, and conaee ae
d=o visble Upright monuments predominate, but the camgery indudes a amdl number of subdtantid
ledger dones ladflushwith the earth and afew amdl groundHevd markers Severd family plotsof ardler
gones dudered around larger monumants are edged with curbing of granite, martde, or limestone (ss2
photo 6). May plats have bean persondized withfloweringannuds or paranids such ss hoda or
daylilies, or have been planted with bowes of lilac, yew, azden, or ather dmibs to hede and acoatugte
particular gones or groupings of ones

It is possible that some of the marble monumants hare may have bemn autfromlocd gone In his
1835 higory of Berkshire County, J. E. A. Smith naotes thet locd onecutters usad Housatonic River valey
mablein many locd buildings and monumants Les Wet Siockbridge, Sheffidd, Lanesbaro, Aittsfied,
Richmond, and New Adhford dl hed quaries a the time of Smith's writing (Smith, Val. |, pp. 21-23)

Sapeartine peths divide the camday intofifteenirregularly dheped sedtions which grow
progressvey ardler as one movesfromsouth to north. (See sketch mgp. For lot numbas referlo WPA
mges atached.) Theare is anaticesble progresson in agefromthe southem part of the camngay, which
contains the largest paroentage of ningeanth century Sones to the northem, which contains only twerntieth
cantury markers: While recent graves are mingled throughout the cametery, the southesstem quarter of the
camday (Section 9 and the southem hdf of Sadtion 1) contains the ddest burids, datingfromthe late
dghtearth century (see photos 2,3,4, 5, 8, and 9). The souhwestem quarter (Sections 10, 11, ad 12) ae
next in age, with burids beginning in the 1870s (se photos6 and 11). Makers in the southem hdf of the
camday digplay the Victorian penchart for variely and novedty in omamentaion and design.

The lower hdf of Section 1, a the ceamaay's southeest come, is domingted by the family plots of
the Crane (Lot #83) and Weston (Lot #129) families, who were dominant forces in Daton's pgpamigking
indudry. Siones in this sedtion generdly rangef romthe 1830s into the twertieth century, dthough there are
afew egrlier markas aswdl. The Weston plot is marked by a mesdve Cdtic aoss cavad of gray granite,
which is duplicated in miniature by a saries of amdl granite aasses to the south (see photo 13). To the
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south of the aoss isa saies of pure white marble heedgtones ad two white marble table monumats
dedicated to Isaish Weston (d. 1821) and hiswife Sareh (d. 1818). A red sanddione obdisk (mede by J. G.
Baterson of Hartford, Connecticut) topped with a augoed arch and a aross carved in basrdief
commamorates Josah Deen Weston, M. D. (1810-1857) and hiswife Ludnda Grane (1813-1898). (S
photo 14.) Sl friangul argones marked withfref oil sddineste the comers of the Weson famiily plat,
which is wdl-sheded by meture gomoe frees.

The Crane family plot rivdsthe Weston are for the number, size, and variety of gones (sse photo
16). It indudes aflat-toppedpedetd monumat eedted to Zenes OGrane (s photo 15), the family
patriarch, and hiswife, and some amdl roundtheeded stones decaorated with wegping willow and um moetifs
in memary of Zeness children. An anchar inrdief diginguishes Zenagss monumat. Thetwo mod eye-
caching monumats inthisplot are apair of saroophegusyle monumats to brathers Zaes Marshdl
(1815-1887) and James Brever Crare (1817-1891) and their wives (See photo 16.) Both monumants were
caved a the New England Granite Warks in Hartford, Connecticut. Zeness done is disinguished by fluted
Doric pilagers a its comas while Jamess boeds Corinthian pilagtars The graves of yet anather Zenes
Crane (1843-1917) ad hiswife Ellen J. Kitfridge (1852-1934) are marked with mesdve brorze ledger
tablets s into the ground and deoorated with twining vines in rdid—Zeness with laurds and Ellen'swith
ggeleaves ad lilies. A lovdy saies of andl Cdtic aosses decorated with wregths edho the matifs of
Zanes ad Hllen's graves these gones mark the graves of four mambass of the Grane family who died
batwean 1896 and 1930.

J north of the Grane family plot isasaies of makars datingfromthefirstquarter of the
ningteath century. There gopear to be few twentieth-century additions inthisarean Sae of the more
diginctive makeas in this section indude a gray granite abdisk (circa 1830) for Burr Chambealin (Lot #
69) ad hisfamily, and agroup of marble and sanddtone obdisks to the Curtis family (Lots#94-98), which
ae dominaed by alarge sanddtone obdisk (circa 1863-1839) dedicated to John Curtis J. and hiswives

Theramainde of the gones in this portion of Section 1 tend to be Smply fashioned. These early
gones are followed by alarge saction of amdl dones (Lats #122-126), many of them unmarked or marked
only with initids. Camaay mgos do nat indicate whether these are the graves of indigants or children. It is
urfortunate thet the sones are unmarked, as they mey be quite early. Onethat is marked is the earliest
knoan burid inthe cameary. A andl make labdled "L. C. 1788" (around Lot #122) is located
goproximatdy in section 122 (see photo 8). (It is not dear, however, whether this sone and its compenions
ae origind to this section, or were rdocated here & alaler date Town records seam to indicate thet Section
9westhe earliest portion of the camaery usad s a community burid ground; thereis no indication whether
parts of Sedtion 1 might indude an adjacant private burid yard or whether they condgt of rdocated
markers) Beyond thisareg, the gones in Section 1 beoome newer, datingfromthe late ningeenth century
through the twentieth century. Markers here tend to be medium-gzed heedgtones; often for only ane or two
individuds rather then awhale family.

Sare of the cametery's ddest dones are located a the northeest comer of Sadtion 9, near the Site
of Ddton'sfirstmedinghouse (which is commemarated with amemoarid done and plague se photos 2
and 3). Theddes inthis section (Luther Gallup's-L ot #102) gopears to datef rom 1798 (see photo 9), ad
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isaccompanied by severd sonesdating from the first decade of the nineteenth century. Stonesin this
section tend to date from the first half of the nineteenth century, with anumber of pre-1820 soneslined up
just north of the old medtinghouse site. (See photo 3.) Thiscomer of Section 9 isthe areafirst used assa
public buria ground for the meetinghouse; it would have been adjacent to the north side of Dalton'sfirst
medtinghouse. Itsuneven rowsof smple gray marble tablet markers, often carved with the willow and um
motifs popular during the late eighteenth and early nineteenth centuries, convey a sanseof the early burial
yard.

A massve granite obdisk (1860) dedicated to the papermaking Carson family dominates Section 9
(Lot #30; sse photo 5). This section indludes severd grand monuments to the Chamberlin family, including
capped pedestdsin white marble and granite, agranite obelisk dedicated to Griffin Chamberlin (d. 1871)
and hisfamily (Lot #74), and a handsome sandgtone obdisk dedicated to Josgph Chamberlin (d. 1865; Lot
#34; s photo 10). The Josgph Chamberlin obdisk isnicely crowned with bal-shaped pendantscarved in
relief and incised chevron banding. Close to the cemetery's south wall, a ssndgone obdlisk inscribed with a
Latin motto marks the grave of Daton minister Ebenezer Jennings (1776-1859) and hiswife (Lot #7). The
polished granite of the Hagar and Wilson family monument (Lot #2) presents an degant pedesta topped by
adrgped um, nearly identicd to the Elisha Clark monument in neighboring Section 10 (Lot #18; sse photo
11). A pair of modestly scded but visudly interesting ones mark the graves of Raymond H. Bicknell (d.
1869) and hiswife Eliza (d. 1871) (Lot #98; s photo 12). These smdl sonesare ddlicately carved in the
formsof unrolling scrolls drgped with grape vines on Raymond's graves and roses and moming glories on
Elizas.

Town records indicate that much of Section 9 and the lower portion of Section 1 congtituted the
Main Sfreet Cemetery until the 1870s. The section was enclosed by aboard fence, which gopears to have
been fairly regularly repaired and painted. In 1871 and 1872, a combination of purchased and donated land
increased the Sze of the cemetery to encompass Sections 10, 11, and 12. At the same time, money was
appropriated to ingtall the serpentine drives and goecimen plantings promoted by the mral cemetery
movement.

The northerly portions of Sections 10 and 11 tend to be somewhat more open and less shedy than
their southem haves, with older monuments located toward the shadier southem portions of these two
sctions. (See photos 6 and 7.) Section 10 includes severd subgtantiad monuments. Like Section 9tothe
eed, Section 10 isdominated by a granite obelisk-this one dedicated to local architect David H. Tower
(1832-1907) and his family. The Tower family plot (Lot #2) and the neighboring Adams family plot (Lot
#1) are both edged with granite curbing. (See photo 6.) Other notable examples of late nineteenth and early
twentieth century monuments include polished granite pedestastopped by drapery-clad ums on the Clark
(Lot #18; sse photo 11) and Bentley family plots (Lot #36), amarble obelisk commemorating the Bradford
family (Lot #22), a granite chest marker with grape leaves entwming the cgp a the Cutler family plot (Lot
#20), and pedestd markers a the Darling (Lot #13) and Cleveland (Lot #24) family plots.

In the middle of the southwestem section of the cemetery, the road that divides Sections 10and 11
splitsin the middle to embrace a segp grassy mound, which beers afl agpol eand two plagues, st into the
ground commemorating Dahon's veteransof the American Revolution and Civil Wars. (See photo 7.)
Concrete geps cut into the mound alow aocess to thefl agpol e. The mound wias dedicated to Dalton's war
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deed, and the plagues were inddled in the 1976 (for American Revdutionary veterans) and 1998 (for Civil
Wa vetgans).

While monumans in Setion 11 tend to be modade in scde with only afew ardl-scde dhes,
obdisk, and pedestd gones Sedtion 12, dong the Pak Sreat Sde of the camday, isdomingted by a
towering pink granite obdisk marking the David Smith (1817-1888) family plot (Lot #4). Smdler pillow-
shepad individud gones in the same pink granite give the plot an overdl unity of color and design. The
wam rogy tones of the monumatts in the Smith plot gand out vividly againg the varying shedes of grey
that predominete through the rest of the cameay.

In 1906, Man Sfrest Canday nealy doubled in Sze with the addition of four and three-querter
aores dong its northem boundary, incorporating Sections 2 through 8 and 13 through 15. The increese
brought the camdary to its presat Sze of 102 aaes The eqpanson wes the resuilt of adonation of land
from Zeaes Crane Winthrop Murray Crang, and Frederick G. CGrane, who petitioned the town for
permission to donete the land and to meke any dhaenges or inprovematts they desired-at their owvn expase
(Ddton Town Reoords Val. 1V, 1905)

Ore of the improvements was the congmdtion of a chgpd and recaiving vault, built in 1907 ad
designaed by the Pittsfidd architecturd firm of Harding & Seaver, replacing an earlier vault condmcted in
the 1850s near the dte of Ddton's old medinghouse (See photo 19) The dhgpd dands in the canter of the
camday, roughly dividing it in haf, with ningeanth-century  burids predominating to the south, and
twertieth-century burids predominating to the north. The chgpd  dts somentiet goartfromthe surrounding
gaves only afew lae ningemth and early twerttieth cantury markers gand infrontof the chapd. Itssteis
dightly mounded and remeins fairly open. Howering arab goples and lilacs provide soring color egaing the
chapd's blue limestone walls, while evargreans provide year-round shede Neatlyfrimmedyens provide a
formd demat in the chapd's piduregue sdtting.

The onedory daeroofed Gothic Reviva digpd iscongmcted of biue limestone dugfromthe
sare quary which provided the sone for Dahon's 1888 Congregationd Church. While the chepd is amdll,
itsthick walls of rough-cut random aghlar and souet butfresses a eech comer giveit a messive gopegrance
that bdies its5ze. Smoathly fmished done a the water table, kness of the butfresses roof coping, ad
window surrounds provide acontragt in texturef romthe rough-aut gone of the main walls While the
chapd'sfri partite,frefoil-archedwindows, wooden vaence over the porte-cochere, and pointed arch enfries
hak bedk to Gathic architecture, its heavy congmction and the amdl Sze of the windowsin rdation to the
exppansve gone wals give it someathing of a Romenesgue air. The building islad out with a cossgaded
plan, a porte cochere projectingfromthe entryway to shdter vistors and workers

Heavy matchboard doors with mesdve srgp hinges enter the chgpd fromithe porte cochare The
chapd's interior isdivided into two amdl rooms a utilitarian tweve-dhambered vaullt for temporary Sorage
of coffins awaiting burid, and asmdl antechambar decarated in a smplified verson of Gothic design, with
dark wooden beans arossing the ceiling and dark matchiboard wiainsoating covering the lower half of the
walls (S photo 20.) The chgod or recaiving room islit by damondpened gained-glass windows s in
frames offrefoil-archedf ri pl ewindows The reer vaullt islit by rectangular windows st with diamond-
shepad penes of dained glass
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Thethree cantrd sedtions of the camgary (Saedtion 2, 3, ad 4), contain marke's ranging primarily
from the late ningeenth to the midtwentieth cantury. Markers here are gillfrequentlyaranged in family
plots, with alarge heedstane or monumatt for the family surrounded by smdler sones for individud
mambas Ssdtion 3 indudes alarge duder of lilac bushes ad alocutfree,in addition to the evargrean
frees that dede the ather sedtionsin thisarea Sevard gonesin Sadtion 3 display the matif of ahend
pointing heeaverward as an indication of the peth the soul of the deoessad wes expected to take Makasin
al three center sedtions tend to be medium-sized, and condst mainly of upright dab markers and a few
dhet monuments An degantlyfrimmeddhest marker with rope molding, commemaraing the Onas
family (Lot #12) dands out in Section 3.

The narthem hdf of the camalary (Sedtions 6, 7, 8, 13, 14, ad 15 and the northem hdf of Saction
1) hes the nevest burids, datingfromthe tum of the twentieth century to the presat. Mogt markers in this
sedtion condg of amdl to medium Szed heeddtones often commeamorating only one or two individuds, the
family monumats prevdent in the southem hdf of the cametary dedining somenhetin use A few unusud
makasdand out inthisarea In Sadtion 8, the monumat for Benjamin Clow (1827-1913; Lot #43), whose
goitgoh ligs him as the inventor of "four useful artides the modds of which mey be seen a the Pittsfidd
Museunm'") isa pyramidd mess of conarete with the top souared of f and cgped, and round balls placed a
eaxch comer. (See photo 17.) Itsidiosyncratic desgn gands outfromamong the athersin its section.

Sadtions 6, 7, and 8, tend to contain dones datingfromthefi rstfew decades of the twentieth
cantury. Sedtion 7 isdiginguished by a cenfrd dump of arbor vitae surrounding a large osk. Someoe, yews
ad aab gyles dso omamat thisarea Ore paticularly interesting donein Section 7 is thet of the Bates
family, which datesfromthe 1920s (Lot #8; see photo 19). Cregted in the form of an artifica "boulder," the
gone gives a psaudo-ndic effect. Rahgos the mogt interesting monumatts in Section 7 are those dedicated
to Jaare Laflin Grane Couch (1861-1921) and her hugbend Franklin M. Couch (1858-1915) (Lot #35).
These two huge meatching ledger sones are decorated with a aoss in rdief, withfrailingpassonflower
vines carved within the aross Franklin's gone bears a mekars inscription reeding "Copyright 1915, Tiffany
Sudios Naw York." Whilethereisno smilar mak on Jenes monumat, the identical design indicates
that, if the sone wes nat cregted by Tiffany, it wes a leegt copiedfromthe 1915 Tiffany design. In the same
stion, atal Cdtic cross marking the Hager plot (Lot #12; visble a reer of photo 19) bears agmilar aoss
and passionflower motif, dthough the aoss bears no goparant date or meker's mark. If nat actudly
desgned by Tiffany Sudios the Hegar aoss ey have bean ingpired by the design on Franklin Couch's
ledoger gone

The northemmogt quiarter of Section 1 s teken up with the cemelery’'s office and two-bay
mentanance garege, Smple shingedded onegory buildings with gabe roofs constmaed in the late
twerttieth century.

The far nothemmog sdtions of the cametary (Sedtions 13, 14, ad 15) are well sheded by
plantings of oeks hamlodks and birch. Mass plantings of yeas form idands of degp grean in the middle of
Sadions 13 ad 14. Sare gravesites indude conarete uns for plantingflowers.Mid- to latetwentieth
oantury markers predomingte here, dthough there are afew earlier gones
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While the Main Sfreet Cemetery is till used for burids, there are no new lots available. New
burias occur in dready-claimed lotsthat have not yet been filled, and are therefore scattered among the
older buridsin the cemetery.

Without an exhaudive examination of the Main Sfreet Cemetery's more than eight hundred and
fifty plots, only afew stones can be definitely atfributed to particular carvers or manufacturers. Town
records indicate that the Pittsfield marble and granite worksof Fuller & Maden produced someof the
dandardized markers usad to commemorate the graves of Dalton's war veterans.

While it was not possible to examine every sonefor makers marks, mogt of the more sizegble
obdisks, pedestds, and chest markers were examined. Surprisingly, makers marks are not goparent onthe
most monumenta stones, such as the Tower and Carson obelisks. Josiah Weston's sandstone obelisk (see
photo 14) bearsthe mark of by J. G. Batterson of Hartford, Connecticut. The granite chest monuments
marking James Brewer and Zenas Marshal Cranes graves (sse photo 16) were constmcted by New
England Granite Works of Hartford. These Hartford-designed and created monuments, along with the
Tiffany-designed Couch family sonesand Tiffany-inspired (if not actually Tiffany-designed) Hagar cross in
Section 7 show that a leest someof Dalton's familieslooked beyond Berkshire County when purchasing
funerary art.

The cemetery islocated on the ste of Daton's first megtinghouse, built in 1794. A memorid sone
marks the gpproximate location of the early megtinghouse (visible inlower |eft hand comer of photo 2).
Some historica sources note that the old megtinghouse foundationswere still visible in the 1880s The
northem half of the cemetery issituated on the site of aformer farmhouse and accompanying outbuildings,
which were demolished when the cemetery was expanded.

Archaeological Description

The Main Sfreet Cemetery islocated in an areacontaining some environmentd variables that may be
favorableindicators (dope, soil drainage, distance to wetlands) for prehigtoric stes. Terrainrelief in the
cemetery isgenerdly level to moderately doped containing somewha excessively drained soilsformed in
glacia outwash and urban land deposits. These variables represant favorablelocationa criteriaf orlocating
prehistoric resources. The cemetery is, however, located over 1000 feet from the nearest wetlands, an
important variable that adversaly effects the prehistoric ste potentia for thisarea. No prehistoric Stes are
recorded in the cemetery or in the generd area(within one mile). Given the above information and the degp
impects assodiated with grave excavations in the 850 burid plots, most of which are occupied, alow
potential exigts for the recovery of significant prehistoric resources.

A high potentia exigts for locating historic archaeologica resourceswithin and near the boundaries of the
Main Sfreet Cemetery. Further documentary ressarch combined with archaeologica survey and testing may
locate stmctural remains assodiated with the town's first megtinghouse built in 1794 then dismantled in
1810. Some higtorical sources indicate the foundation from the megtinghouse was still visible in the 1880's.
A plague marks the reported location of the megtinghouse in the gpproximate center of the cemetery.
Documentary reseaerch and archaeologica testing can dso help locate potentia stmctural remains from two
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receiving vaultsthat preceded the existing 1907 vault. The existence of the first vault isindicated in town
records by references noting the alocation of fiindsin 1845 for the creation of a"reception tomb". Little, if
any, fiirther evidence exigts that thistomb was built. Stmctura evidence may aso survive from atown
tomb constmcted in 1852. That tomb was excavated into abank in the cemetery in the vicinity of thefirst
medinghouse. Stmctura evidence can dso be present from afarmhouse, rdated outbuildings and
occupationa related features (frash pits, privies, wells) that were demoalished when the cemetery was
expanded to the north. Stmctura evidence might aso exist from outbuildings associated with cemetery
maintenance duringitshistory. Further historica research combined with archaeologica survey and testing
can dso help locate unmarked graves, grave markers and document associaions between existing grave
gonesand actud graves. Known and unmarked graves should represent the most common archaeol ogica
resource in the cemetery. Individua graves, the earliest of which dateto the 18™ century, may include
skeletd remains inaddition to clothing and other persond items interred with eech individual. Funerary
objects including coffinremains and artifacts associated with the initial intemment(s) and later memorids
may aso be present with individuas or groups of graves. A grave shaft discemable in the soil Sfratigraphy
should be present with individual and muhiple interments. Post molds may aso be present from older fence
linesthat marked the boundaries of the cemetery, groups of graves, the megtinghouse areaor agricultural
lands. Archaeological testing may dso identify heed and foot donesthat are overgrown at® presently not
visible on the surface.

(end)
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8. Statement of Significance

Applicable National Register Criteria
(Mark "x" in one or more boxes for the criteria qualifying ttie property
for National Register listing.)

X_ A Property is associated with events that have
made a significant contribution to the broad
patterns of our history.

B Property is associated with the lives of persons
significant in our past.

X C Property embodies the distinctive characteristics
of a type, period, or method of construction or
represents the work of a master, or possesses
high artistic values, or represents a significant and
distinguishable entity whose components lack
individual distinction.

D Property has yielded, or is likely to yield,
information important in prehistory or history.

Criteria Considerations
(Mark V in all the boxes that apply.)

Property is:

_ A owned by religious institution or used for
religious purposes.

B removed from its original location.

C a birthplace or grave.

XD a cemetery.

E areconstructed building, object, or structure.
F acommemorative property.

G less than 50 years of age or achieved significance
within the past 50 years.

Narrative Statement of Significance

(Explain the significance of the property on one or more continuation sheets.)

9. Major Bibliographical References

Berkshire, MA _
County and State

Areas of Significance
(Enter categories from instructions)

ART

LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE
SOCIAL HISTORY
ARCHITECTURE

Period of Significance
1788-1950

Significant Dates
1781

Significant Person
(Complete If Criterion B is marked above)

Cultural Affiliation

Architect/Builder
J.G. Batterson (Hartford); Harding & Seaver (Pittsfield)
Tiffany Studios, NYC; N.E. Granite Works (Hartford)

(Cite the books, articles, and other sources used in preparing this form on one or more continuation sheets.)

Previous documentation on file (NPS):

preliminary determination of individual listing (36
CFR 67) has been requested
previously listed in the National Register
previously determined eligible by the National
Register
_ designated a National Historic Landmark
recorded by Historic American Buildings Survey
#
_ recorded by Historic American Engineering
Record #

Primary location of additional data:

State Historic Preservation Office
_ Other State agency
Federal agency
X _Local government
University
_ Other
Name of repository:
Dalton Historical Commission, Cemetery Office
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Dalton's Main Sfregt Cametery represents a continuum of cemetery styles and usage, from alate-
eighteenth-century churchyard burial ground to a mid-nineteenth-century graveyard embodying the ideds of
the mral cemetery movement. It megts National Register Criterion C in the areaof Landscgpe Architecture
and Art. Started as a smple churchyard buria plot, the cemetery evolved through the nineteenth century
into awd|-landscaped, parklike setting, providing a peaceful environment for visitors to remember the
deed, contemplate their own mortality, and meditate in anaturdigtic setting. Itswide variety of well-
preserved monuments, from the tiny heedgtones of children and indigents to grandiose obdisks reflect a
broad range of cemetery art from the late eighteenth to the mid-twentieth century. In addition, its Gothic
Reviva chapd and receiving vault is awell-preserved example of the ecclesiagtical work of Pittsfield
architects Harding and Seaver. The cemetery medts National Regigter Criterion A in the area of
Exploration/Settlement and Socid History because of its location a the site of Dalton's confroversid first
meetinghouse and because of its association with many of Dalton's pioneer families. In the areaof Socid
History, the cemetery dso reflectsthe philanthropy of Dalton's indusfrial families, who provided funds to
expand and improve the cemetery, financed the constmction of its Gothic Reviva chape and receiving
vault, and oversaw the cemetery's deveopment during the late nineteenth and early twentieth centuries.
Becausethe cametary derives its significance from its design features and its association with events in
Dalton's history, it fiilfills National Register Criteria Consideration D. The cemetay reflects a progresson
of monument styles and remains remarkably intact, retaining integrity of location, design, setting, materids,
workmanship, and association.

Dalton's Main Sfreet Cametery, Stuated on 10.2 acresof land, provides a smdl-town redization of
the idedls of picturesque landscaping promoted by the mral cemetery movement of the nineteenth century.
Its family plots include the graves of Dalton's most progperous and influential down to its humblest
resdents, as well as those of some of Dalton's earliest settlers and municipa officers. A variety of
monuments, from grandiose obdisks to tiny unmarked stones; illusfrate the range of town residentsinterred
here; someof the earliest markers are the only visua remnants of the town's eaxly families. In addition, the
cemetery isareminder of the role Dalton's indusfrial familiesplayed in shaping the town's civic-
improvements. Portions of the cemetery's land, its chapd and receiving vault, and its massve concrete wall
were all donations from members of Dalton's indusfrial families; membersof the Crane, Weston, Carson,
Brown, and Glennon families served as cemaary tmsteesthroughout the late ningteenth and early twentieth
centuris. Inaddition, as the site of the tovras confroversid first meetinghouse, the cemetery hes dose tiesto
Dadton's stlement.

A BRIEF HISTORY OF DALTON

In the areanow known as Dalton, the Housatonic River cuts abroad path running from eest to west
through the Berkshire Mountains, creating afertile valley nestled in the mountains. Theriver'sname,
appropriately enough, comes from a Mahican word meaning "the river beyond the mountains” Situated in
the northem cenfral part of Berkshire County, Ddton is bordered to the west by the county seet, Pittsfield.

(continued)
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The area that now mekes Up the town of Daton wes probebly firgt visted by Burgpeen frappers
ad hunters around  1750. (Ddton Bicentennid, p. 7) Until thet time, the earliest inhehitants of the
Beakdhires were mambas of the Mahicanfribes.Madhanks dso came doawnfromnorthem aress of New
Engand during the eighteanth century.

Theland grart for the town wes part of the ssttleamnant of a boundary disoute batwean the
Massedhusats and New Hampehire colonies Oliver Parfridge (1712-1792), a Hatfidd resident, wes a Yde
educated surveyor who became aland speculatar. Parfridge hed laid a daim to land dong the Ashudat
River in New Hampehire during the disoute. When the conflict wes settled in New Hampehires favor,
Massedhusats dameants to the New Hampehire lands were compensated with equivaent lands inthe
ungpportioned sedtions of the Berkshires The area avarded to Parfridge in 1743 wes thus known esthe
"Ashudat Equivdent.” Parfridge hed previoudy surveyed the land in 1739.

Parfridge and a men named Andrev Sone who hdd three hundred aores in the northeest comer of
Ddton, hdd nearly dl the land thet later became Ddton. Parfridgefransferredhis haldingsto Edmund
Dwight, who subdivided the land into eghths and conveyed parts to Waitdtill Hegtings, Israd Williams,
Moses Graves, and beck to Oliver Parfridge. 1n 1799, the origind Parfridge haldings were split into eighty-
dght lotsof about a hundred and ten ares eech. (Ddton Bicentennid, pp. 9-10)

While there ey have been eally souetters as well as huntars andfrappersoocupying the Ddton
lands after Parfridges 1739 surveying expedition, land digputes betwean Connedticut and Massachusdts
and the threet of Indian attecks disoouraged ay atempts a pamenat setlemants for sevard years In
175, the firgt officially recorded settlers arrived. They induded Doctor Rrez Marsh, Danid Frogt, and
Nathanid Kelogg. They were soon followed by Josgoh Chambealin and his family. Many of these early
stlers care to Ddton via Connecticut. By 1770, William Cady, Jodah Lavrence, and Abijah Paks hed
stled in the esgtem part of Ddton, and were soon followed by mambars of the Meartiman, Boardmean,
Gremn, Gdlup, and Atwood families. (Ddton Bicentennid, p. 10)

Sare of thetown's early proprietors and moet prominent residents were Tories, induding Desoon
William Williams, whoee father, 1sradl, wes expdledf romHatfied because of hisloydist sympethies
Although, during the Revalution, a number of Ddton resdants sarved in the Corttinental Army, loca rebd
sympethizers do not gopear to have expdled Ddton's loydist population. After the war wes over, many of
them remained, and retained their prominent pogitions William Williams, for example, saved in various
town offices and wat onto save in the date legidature. (Smith, p. 639)

In Augud of 1778, Dahon's inhabitants presanted thar fir stpdition for incorparation as a toan.
The pdition waan't ganted far anathe Six years The toan wasfinallyinarparated on March 20, 1784,
namad after Tridram Dalton, Soeske of the Massachusdts House of Represmtatives Trifram Daton
goparattly had no connedion with thetoan that bears his name and doem't saamn to have ever vistal it.
Ddton's fus tomn meding was hdd an April 19, 1734 a Paez Mardh's tavem. (Ddton Bioantennid, p.

13
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At the time of its incorporation, Dalton encompassad about 10,500 acres. In 1795, 5,000 acres of
mostly woodland were ceded from Windsor. In 1804, 2,500 acreswere conveyed from Daton to Hinsdde
when the town of Hinsdae was incorporated as a sgparate entity from Dalton. At that time, Daton reeched
its present sze of nine miles long by two and ahalf mileswide, encompassng about 13,000 acres. (Dalton
Bicentennid, p. 16)

The Housatonic River, which mns through the center of Dalton, formed the focus for settlement in
the new town. The Housatonic's turbulent waters provided an ided power sourcefor the paper and textile
mills that would spur the town's growth.

In 1799, Dalton began itsfransformation® r ©ran agricultura community to an indusfrial one,
when Zenas Crane arrived from Newton to fmd asite for his new paper mill. The Housatonic provided the
idedl location for the new factory. Crane and his descendants became dominant forces in Dalton's economy
over the next two centuries. Cran€e's primary products were high-quality rag papers mede primarily for
banks. In 1844, the company developed adistinctive bank note paper using silk fibers, which was adopted
by many banksfor their bonds and bank notes. (Dalton Bicentenniad, p. 25) Zenass sons Zenas Marshdll
and JamesBrewer Crane continued the family business; the Crane brothers owned a series of mills under
various corporate names, producing paper products ranging from writing paper to men's paper shirt collars.
The Cranes grestest successcame in 1879, when they developed an exfremdly durable type of paper that
won them the confract to act as the sole confractor in making United States currency paper. (Dalton
Bicentennial, p. 28)

The paper industry becamethe town's dominant employer, with the Crane family mills rapidly
followed by those of Josgph Chamberlin in partnership with Henry Wiswell and David Carson (established
in 1809 as Carson, Chamberlin & Wiswell, later incorporated as Carson & Brown), and Byron Weston
(established in 1867). Carson & Brown and Weston were two of Crane's largest rivalsin paper production.

Dalton's early settlement pattem split the town into two distinct dusters of settlement-one to the
west, focusing roughly ablock or two eadt of the Main Sfreet Cemetery, and one to the eest, concenfrated
where North Sfreet and Main Street come together. From the start, tensions between thesetwo aressled to
conflictsin the town. The busnessrivalry between the Crane and Weston factories divided Daton's Main
Stret even more sfrongly into eestem and westem factions, sometimes popularly referred to as
"downsfreets' and "upsfreets,” with employers expecting loyalty from their workers and the merchants who
saved them. The Weston family dominated the eestem section of Main Street, while the Cranes dominated
the west, which was often referred to as " Craneville" (Daton Bicentenniad, p. 40)

Textiles, too, became an important employer. Reverend Isaiah Weston built the town'sfirst woolen
mill in 1814. Although he went out of busnessin 1821, Weston was rapidly sucoesded by other cloth
manufacturers, including W. J. Hawkins, Charles E. West, and Christopher Glennon.

By 1830, Dalton was aprosperous little community. Its 827 residents eamed mogt of their income
from farming and from the surrounding forests, which kept three paper mills, five sawv mills, and ashingle
mill occupied. Three horse-powered mills cut wood for sde as sove andfireplacefuel. While most of the
areds native pine gands had been felled by thistime, there was still plenty of hemlock for boards and

(continued)
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timber and gomce for shingles Hemlodk bark wes ~*so in damand for tannaries, both for local use and for
expart to ather parts of the Northeest. Many of Ddton's wood products were exported to other parts of New
England, which were rapidly becoming deforested. Not only raw lumber and partly prooessed boerds ad
shingles were exported, but dso chair parts tumed on locd lathes for sele to New York markes In 1829,
Revaad Boaenezar Janings reported that, betwean the income produced during the warmmer months from
agriculturd products and the winter income producadfromlogging Ddton's foreted hillsides, Ddton
resdents meneged to maintan fairly seedy year-round incomes

While Ddton's forests supplied the woaod, the town's Housatonic River provided the power to tum
the wood into products that could befradedin markes to the eadt, south, and west. The Housatonic dso
provided power for Daton's peper and textile factories. Three tavems, three sores and a podt office
completed the town. Rimary agriculturd products induded wheet, which wes difficult to grow in ather
pats of Massachusatts and Indian com. (Ddton Bicentennid, pp. 16-17)

By the early 18405 Ddton'stwo woden mills and three pepar millsweare the principd employers
in town, producing over $100,000 worth of doth and $33,000 worth of peper per year. (Ddton
Bicentennid, p. 21)

Thearivd of therallroad in the 1840s enared that Daton would not be bypessed in the
fransportation-induced prosperity that meny New Engand toamns shered during the mid-nineteenth cantury.
The naw rail lines opened Up new markess for the town's peper and textile products By 1886, the town
boedted three dhurches (Congregationd, Methodist Episoopd, and Cathalic), two hatds, a printing office,
five blackamiths four grigt and sawmills, two dder mills, and a number of genard and pedidty dores
(Child, p. 127) By 1900, savard mgor business blodks were providing goods and sarvices to residents

The growth of Ddton's indudtry aregted a damand for new workers Like meny ather New Engand
towns Ddton begen to afract Irish immigrantsfleei ngthe famine of the 1840s Thefirstimmigrants weare
principaly employed as fam laborers 1n 1860, over three-fifths of Ddton's mde Irish residents listed their
occupation a8 "farm laborer." Ddton's Irish residents quickly switchedfromagriculturd to indusfrid I2bor.
Ten yearslaer, the pgpoar and woodlen millswere the principad employers of Dahon's Irish-bom resdents
(United Sates Caaus Records, 1850-1880)

Throughout itshistory, Ddton's indusfridists participated actively in both locd and date palitics.
Membas of the Crang, Weston, Brown, Glennon, and Carson famiilies saved on numaous town boerds ad
frequently gave land or money for town projects. Severd mambas of the Weston and Crare famiilies saved
in the Sate legidature, while Winthorp Murray Crane became Govemor of Massachusdtts (1900-1903) and
later United Setes Saretor (1903-1913).

Ddton's manufacturing families took a patemdigtic goproech to ther role ss Ddton's larget
amployers According to locd higtories, the pgpar ad textile compenies provided employess with pendons
and sck benefites long before the days of Sodd Security. Bvidence of the Cranes indudfrid and
benevdent activities dominate the Ddton landscgoe Thefamily providedfiindsfor parks schodls
churdhes buildings, and monumants induding the W. Murray Crane Community House and the Grane
Exedraon Main Sfregt and the dhgpd and recaiving vault in the Main Sfrest Cargay (1907). The Crane

(continued)



OMa  Afi*nttiMm. lia*-90It

United States Department of the Interior
Nationd Pak Sartoe

National Regger of Higoric Places
Continuation Shest
Main Street Cemetery

Q n Dalton (Berkshire Co.), Mass.

Scdtionnumba . L Page -2

family aso donated parcds of land for the expanson of the Main Sfreet and Fairview Cemeteries and paid
for the constmction of a massve concrete wall on the southem border of the Main Sfreet Cemetery (1911).
(Ddton Annua Town Reports, 1900-1911) Members of the Weston, Brown, Carson, and Glennon families
likewise used their fortunes tofi nancetown amenities and their influence to shgpe town policy. Membersof
all five familiesregularly show up inlists of town committees and boards. (Through the late nineteenth and
early twentieth century, these five families dominated Dalton's Cemetery Committee, with individual family
members often serving for adecade or longer.)

While Daton's Crane and Weston manufacturing fums survived the Depression, the town till
stmggled with employment problems through the 1930s Like other towns acrassthe country, Dalton
becamethe focusfor WPA projects to provide employment on public works projects. WPA projects
involving Daton included a Federa Writers Project book about Berkshire County towns (The Berkshire
Hills), sdewdk and sfreet constmction, sewer projects, a survey of Dalton cemeteriesto identify the graves
of American war veterans, and improvements to Fine Grove Park. (Daton Annual Town Reports, 1929
1940)

A decade after World Wer |, the Crane paper company went from becoming the dominant
papermaker in town to becoming the only pgpermaker in town. In 1956, Crane bought out the Byron
Weston Company. (DalJon Bicentennial, p. 29) Crane continues to be the town's leading employer today.

DALTON'S MAIN STREET CEMETERY

The higtory of Daton's cemeteries-especiadly itsMain Sfreet Cemetery-is marked by ssmggles
for funding and conflicts over siting and maintenance. The Main Sfreet Cemeeary ste was deared in the
midst of confroversy over the town's mestinghouse, and over the cemetery's next century, fundswere
appropriated and withdrawn, requested and rgjected <o oftenthat it requires adaose reading of town records
to discover when action was actuadly taken, rather than merdly consdered and regjected. Even the
involvement of many of the town's leading indusfriaists as cemetery tmstees did not guarantee municipal
fimding for cemetery improvement. Rather, donations of fundsfrom indusfrial familiesled to expanson,
landscaping, fencing, and the addition of a chapd and receiving vault in the late nineteenth and early
twentieth centuries.

When Dalton was incorporated, its founding fathers mede no provision for amestinghouse. This
lack of foresight proved to be a bone of contention for the next severd decades. At Dalton'sfirst town
mesting, which took place & Perez Marsh's home and tavem in April of 1784, the question of whether the
town should build a megtinghouse was soundly defesated.

In Febmary of 1785, twenty-five resdents met a the home of Captain Abijah Parksto forma
church. Among the first memberswere members of the Cady, Lawrence, Olds, Cleveland, Goodrich, and
Warren families. Even though both church and town were officially incorporated, however, the decision of
where-and even whetha—to build a meting housewas repeatedly postponed, gpproved, and then
rescinded, and site after Site was consdered and rejected over the next six years.

(continued)



trSfo.mliHO"*

cue Appm.AMA, <a*t

United States Department of the Interior
Nati'onal Park Service

National Register of Historic Places
Continuation Sheet

Main Street Cemetery
Dalton (BerkshireCo.), Mass.

Section number 8 page 6

Later souroes atfribute the dissengon to conflicts bewean sattlersin the eestam and westam
sdtions of town; Ddton's early setlement pattem condgted of two didtinct populaion dusters Resdats
of eech area opposad a medinghouse location that gppeared to favor resdents of the ather dde In April of
1790, resdentsfinally resorted to asking a committee of impartid out-of-town resdents to mediatein the
conflict, but even though vaters initialy agread to ehide by whatever decison the medidors reeched, when
the committee issued its report a month later, the mediators condusions ware soundy rgjected. (Ddton
Town Reoards, Vol. 1, 17841790 pp. 1:57)

By 1791, surveying hed begun on a progpedtive ste and dakes weare st to mak the proposed
congmction Ste. On duly 4, however, the tovm vated "nat to build a meginghouse whare the Sake wes
amck by the Committee neer Mr. Porter and meke no provisons for it." (Daton Town Reocords Val. 1, p.
65) Somanwheare dong the ling, however, somebody begen congmction on the Ste now marked in the Main
Sreat Canetay. By 1793, af ramehed goparantly bean erected. A proposd for the Deocambar town meding
requested authorization to "cover and indose the presant medinghouse, erect a porch to it and lay the floor
for the whole" Even the exigence of aframeand a favorable vote to cover it, however, did not conditute a
fmn commitmant to the Man Sfreat ste. On the same town medting record, voters agked for yet another
neufral committee of out-of-towners to solve the town's "presant disunited Sate rddive to a medinghouse"
The committee reported bedk in Febmary, 1794, conduding with rether thinly veiled exagparation, "the
place where your meginghouse now gands [is] the mogt digible Stuaion." Thetown finally acogated the
report and completed the building. On November 3, 17934, Ddton hed itsfi rstmedting in the nenv—dthough
gtill unfmished-medtinghouse. According to the records of the Decanbar medting, worshippers and vaters
hed achurch and town hdll, but not a paw to St in. Voters dedded toftmdthe completion of the building,
not by atax, but through the sde of paws (Ddton Town Reoords, Val. |, pp. 82-88)

Dalton's arigind medinghouse was sted raughly in the oanter of the eestam edge of what is now
Sdtion 9 of the Main Sreg Camdery. Its location isnow marked by a plaque mounted an a baulder
(vigble in lover left comer of phato 2).

Once they hed a medinghouss, vaters were reedy to commit to the designation of atown burying
ground. On Januaty 1, 1795, the town voted "Thet Mr. Danid Day be a committee to examine the ground
north of the meginghouse bdonging to the town, and north of aline pardld with the north ed of the said
house and s if it will asnver for aburying ground.” (Daton Town Reoords Val. |, p. 90) The Ste, which
ocovered goproximatdy the northem half of whet is now Sedtion 9, goparertly ansvered quite well.

(It bears nating thet the earliest known marker in the Man Sfrest Camdery, labdled Smply "L.
C." isdated 1788, saverd years before the Sting of the medinghouse (See photo 8) There are three
possible explangtions for this disorepancy. The land mey areedy have been in use as afamily burid plot
before the town acquired it; L.C.'s Sone mey have been inddled sevard years dfter L. Cl's degth; or L.C.'s
gone mey have been moved heref romanather location.)

Jd afew years dfter the completion of the mudhddboated medinghouse in Sgatember, 1796,
Captain Zebulon Horton donated additiond land for the Main Sfrest Camnetay. In Novamber of that yerr,
Abraham Porter, William Hae and Samud Wiley were gppainted to fence the burid ground "with a deoart
board fence, erecting the same in a line pardld with the north line of the medinghouse" (Ddton Town

(continued)
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Reoords Val. |, p 111) Although no dooumentatiorremains  reaarding the arigind layout of the early
camdey, its desgn wes praocbly fairly irregular, dong the line of dghteanth-aantury family and
churchyard burids The dightly uneven rons of late dghitearnth- and early ningemnth-aantury daones an the
narthem partion of Sadion 9 give same sne of the dd burying ground's arrangemant. (See phato 3)

By 1808, the burying ground hed to be expended south of the medinghouse Vaters goproved
funding for a new fence "'to be narrow boerds and thef rontfence to be plained [sc] with ane gate on eech
dde of sad [meding]lhousa™ New fencing would be inddled "each wayfromthe South end of the bady of
the medinghous2™ (Ddton Town Recards Val. [, p. 203) The description of the naw fence gives a deer
picture of the burying ground's Stuation in relation to the medinghouse The medginghouse would have
good goproximady & the canter of Sedtion 9 of the presat candary. Its main enfrance maodt likey faoed
e, whare the drive batvween Sadtions 9 and 1 now runs Burid lotswould heve bean laid out on ether
sde exending only & far as the length of the building. The narrow-board fence (planed only on the front
side) would have butted up egaingt eech comer of the medinghouss, <0 that the northem and southem
portions were two digtinct lots separated by the building, eech with its own gate. Although the description
doemit soecify whether the fencing wes laid horizontdly or verticaly, the use of narow boards indicates
that the fence may have been something like a picket fence

While there gppeared to be no agumant about how the canglery wias growing around the
medinghouse, the building itsalf wes still asubject for debete Two and a hdf years after the town begen
using the medinghouse it wes gtill not completed. In 1797, the vaters dedded to postpone fmish work (the
neture of the wark isnot specified). 1n 1802, when Bbenezer Janings took over as the town's first
pemenant minister (ending a saies of tamporary pagtors), he found conflict over the medinghouse ste il
raging. In 1807, land thet hed previoudy bemn donated for a church Stewes s0ld, and Janings usd the
proosads to buy landfiirthereest on Main Sfregt for the congmction of a new, larger meginghouse Making
adecidon proved no eede the seoond time around. 1n 1810, twenty-eight medings were hdd to disouss the
Ste, without a decison baing reeched. (Ddton Bicentennid, p. 16). While the new medinghouse ste wes
debated, a committee wes formed to assess the exiding Imcaure and determine which materids were ovned
by the town (such as pulpit, windows, wainsooting, and gmcturd membarg) ad which were privatedy
onvned (uch as the pews). The committee wes chargad with deciding what materids could be salvaged ad
reused in the congmction of the new building. (Daton Town Records Val. |, pp. 231-232) By April,
builders begen dismembering the old medinghouse, even though vaters still hed not agread on astefor the
naw one Onee agan, the town hed to tum to a committee of neufrd mediators to sattle the digoute (Ddton
Town Reoords, Val. 1, p. 244) Findly, a dte on Eag Man Sfregt neer whet isnow Otis Avenue wes
sHedted, and the new medinghouse wes built and reedy for use in January of 1812, Likethe first
medinghouss, however, the new building remeined unfinished even though it wes being used for town
medings and church savices The town vated to gl the Ieftover materidsfromthe old medinghouse in
order to provide funds for completing the new building'sinterior (Daton Town Recards Vol. |, p. 249)
Theremovd of the old medinghouseleft an ety goeoe in the canter of the Main Sfrest burid ground (a
bronze plague now commeamarates the site of the origind medinghouse).

The camdiey ramained & town property, with the town providing nat only land, but burid and
hearse savicesfor the deoessad. 1n 1838, the town bought itsfirgt heerse (DdJon Town Records, Val. 1, 2
Apr 1838) Town reportsfromthe 1880s and 1870sfrequently dite expenditures for burids and for repar
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purdneee of land for the aregtion of a new camday just afew blocks avayfromthe Main Sfrest graveyard.
(The origmd proposal wasto aoauire land immediady adjacent to the Main Sfreat Cametary, but the
property ovner proved recd cifrant, o anather ste hed to be sdetted) At the same time, the town begen to
dlocate additiona funds for meintenance and improvemans to the dder Main Sfret Cametary. Sx
hundred dallars wes dlocated for improvemats to the Main Sfrest Camgay in 1835, and $618 more in
1886. In addition, camaary tmdgiess noted thet $500 more would be nesded "'to complete grading and laying
out the grounds as planned.”" The town dso modamized its camgtiary maintenance with the purdneee of a
new lavn mowe. While some income wes il eemed by cutting hay by soythe on some candary land, use
of the lavn mower mede grooming around individua monumants mare efficient. (DdJon Town Annud
Reports, 1835-1836)

During the late 18305 camaary expenditures for the Man Sfrest and Eesgt Man Sfrest Cadeies
weare uaudly groupad together asthe"Old" or "Protestant” Cametary. Appropriaions averaged about $600
ayear (or about two-thirds of totd camelary expansss) for buying tools, mowing, painting and repairing the
camdeay's dabarate Victorian fence, and plantingfreesand shmbs

By 1893, the cametery’s tmatess dedided that the 1845 recaiving vault wes no longer adequete A
town meding artidle for thet year agked vaters"To s if the Town will vote to build anew Vault inthe
Cargay ad gopropriate mongy for the same”" (Ddton Annud Town Reports, 1893) Thevatefailed. It
waant until 1907, with adonationfromthe Grane family, thet the camaary gat itsnew vaullt.

Sore timein the late 1830s or eally 18905 an evergrean hedge wes added on the Main Sfreat 9de
of the camaery. (Couch, #90.) It's possble that this hedge contained the same yews (nowfree-sized)that
presently gand just behind the cametery’s conarete wall.

Cargay expenditures remanad fairly seedy through the 1890s rangingfrom3$200 to $1200 per
yeer, with the"Protestant” or "Old" Camaary (comprising bath the Esgt Man and the Main Sfreet
Camdeies) uaudly taking about two-thirds of the gppropriation, and the new "Fair View" or "Cathalic"
Cargay udng the remaining funds.

In 1905, Main Sfrest Camdaary nearly doubled in Sze with the addition of four and three-quarter
aores dong its northem boundary. The increege brought the camdiary to its presant Sze of 102 aores The
expangon wes the reaulit of a donation of landfromZeanes Crang Winthrop Murray Crane, and Frederick G.
Crane who petitioned the town for permisson to dornete the land and to nmeke any danges or improvements
they dedired-at their oanm expase (Ddton Town Reoords Val. 1V, 1906) Given how mary times canday
tmatess hed requested and been denied funding for improvements to dl three of Ddton's canderies the
Cranes ey have smply decided thet it wes eedier to pay for the improvements themsdves

By 1906, the cametery'simproved area encompessad whet is roughly the southem half of today's
camday. A 1906 plan kept in the chgpd dhows that Iots hed nat et been gpaned on the new pared north of
the chgpd Ste By thistime, the design of the southem sedtion hed been st The plan dows the areathickly
planted with meny of the omamentd freesand shmbas which survive to this day.

(continued)
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and maintenence of heerses owned by the town. Freuent bills dso gopeer for the expanse of repairing ad
maintaining the cametery’s fence.

In 1845, the town dlotted $125 for the aregtion of a "reception Tomb." (Daton Town Records
Vol. I, pp. 70-71) Either the project wes nat carried out, or the 1845 tomb quickly proved inedequate. In
1852, the town dlotted $250 for "atown tomb" (Daton Town Records Val. 11, p. 164), which wes dug into
abark in the camdery. The vault wes st on the Ste of the origind medinghouse (now marked with a gone
and plaque) (SeeilludrationfromPicuresue Berkshire). One ningteanthrcentury writer noted that, aslate
&8 1885, ranats of the old megtinghousss foundation could il be diginguished in the vicinity of the
recaiving vault. (Smith, Val. |, p.645)

Around the same time thet the recaiving vault wesfi rstproposed. Main Sfrest Canday got a
amdl facdlift, with the replacemeant of its old board fence with anew one (Daton Town Reparts Val. I,
pp. 76-77) Although itsorigind area hed nearlyfripledover itsfu-g haf-century, with the southem
extengon, the addition of part of what is now Sedtion 1, and the removd of the old medinghouss, the
canday probably Hill retained the look of an dd-faghioned burying ground, with little consdous effort at
design or landscgomg. Soon, however, the camatary wiss dedtined to undergo amgior fransformation.

As the ningteanth century progressed, the Main Sfrest camglaery wesfransformed, reflecting
danges in camdary use and, indead, the whole conogat of the cemdary, that weare teking placeinthe
United Sates during the 1820s and 1830s During the 18205 city dwdles became increesingly concamed
aoout graveyards that were filled well beyond capedity. Not only were burid plots often located on vaugde
devdopetle parcds, but there were fears of hedth hezards as resdenoes aowded doser and doser together
aound equdly cowvded graveyards At the same time, Amdricans became cgptivated by romantic idedls of
picturesgue landscaoing that promoted a vision of designed nature thet wes tamed but nat regimented.
These two concams care together when Mount Aubum Camgay gpened in Bogton in 1831 Whiletheold
"burying ground" was Smply a pragmdic arangamant of heedstones with little or no thought to design, the
new "cemetery’” westo be a desgned landscgpe Marked by rambling peths and picuresque vidas, this new
camday doubled as a public park, providing a peeceftil cadsfromcity life, where vistors could remamboer
ther loved anes and contemplate their oan mortdity in enidyllic setting. Stuated on the outskirts of the
city on a huge parcd of land, the new camgary dso solved the problem of overcrowding in the' city's old
graveyads The dedire for "rurd cametaries’ moddled on Mount Aubum siveat the country during the
1830s ad 1840s

In aress like Ddton, which were genuindy mra to beginwith, the "rurd cametary” movemat
took alittle longer to catch on. In the Main Sfregt Camdary, thisfransformati onprobebly begen with the
ingdlation (or expangion) of the recaving vault in 1852. The next year, vatars dhose acommittee to "meke
aitable roeds to andfromthe town tomb and athewise improve the west burying ground.” The committeg,
condging of Hezekiah Porter (Ddton'stown derk), Hery Fare ad indudridist Zenes Crang, wes given
200 to meke the necessary improvementshardly a fortune, but condderably mare then hed been dlocated
to camgey mantenancein the pedt.

(continued)
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Ove the next dghtean years, amdl amounts were pat on camgay improvemans for fence
painting, and congmction of ggps leading to the graveyard. Town Reports continued to refer tothe land &8
a"burying ground,” indicating thet the conogat of a cametery as a designed landscgpe hed nat yet mede an
impact on Ddton. In 1871, however, things changed. [n that yeear, vaters ssam to have beoome concamed
about the amount of avalable land in the cametary and abott the drives leeding through it. A town meding
atidefor 1871 wes proposad "To s if the town will pess any vatein relaion to the carriege roeds inthe
carday, or to purchese additiond land for cemetary." (Ddton Annud Town Reports, 1871) The board of
sHedmen, dong with pgpar manufacturer Zenes Marshdl Crang, E. N. Bridgaman, and Desoon G. W.
Branch were gopainted Tmdtess of the Camaary, marking both the fu-d time Ddton's graveyards hed a
pemanant board ovearseaing their care and thefirsttime the word "Cemaary entared the officia
vocabulary of Daton's town officers. Vatersingmcted the new committee to buy additiond land adjacent
to the Main Sfrest CamaayfromMrs Jareha Gloyd (or Mrs. Jarsha Tucker-Ddton's Town Reoord
book [Val. I, p. 525] givesthe name a Gloyd, while the Annud Town Repart for 1872 ligts Jarndha
Tucker ssthe Hler). The Tmdiees commission d<o oedifies who hes theright to alat in the town's
camaeaies Only inhehitants of Ddton "or their kindred" were dlowed to resarvelats. (Ddton Town
Reoords Val. 11, p. 525) The town retained ownarship of dll lots, gpportioning them to residents &
requested. Resdats wereto pey codts of burid and for their own markars which qU|d<Iy dotted the

carday in avaigy of dgpes ad szes

In 1872, the Camaay Timdiess bought additiond landfromCrane Compary, and were dcharged
with improving and fencing the new cametary. (Ddton Town Reoords, Vol. [, 1 Apr 1872) The purdieses
from Grane andfromJamdha Gloyd/ Tucker expandad the cameiay to the eedt and west, expanding whet is
now Sedtion 1 and adding Sedtions 10, 11, and 12

Before 1872, equansss rdaead to the Man Sfrest Candary weare induded in town reports under
"Incidentd” or "Misodlaneous Expenditures™ and annud expanses rangedf romnothing to about $100.
Beginning in 1872, the Cametary’s budget and expenditures were listed as a ssparete category in town
amud reports. In that year, the town gppropriated $1500 to pey for the cametary expangon, and to improve
it with grading and fencing. Improvemants continued over the next few years with expendituresfor grading
and fencing showing up in annud repartsfor the next two years Thisland purdhese and landscaping work
fransformed the Main Sfrest Cargayfroman eghteanth-century-gyle burid ground into a modam mra
cangay. An 1834 birds-eye view ons the old burid ground (Sections 1,9, 10, |1, and 12) improved
with sarpentine peths and  plantings in the mrd camgtary fashion. While only about haf the cametery’s
presat 102 aores were devdopad during this time, there wes a dear atempt to digolay in miniature the
principas of landscgpe design that were baing popularized by the mrd cangtay movement.

Whilethe Main Sfrest Camgay westoo arndl to pamit the evar-changing piciureque vidas
exemplified in camaaies like Mount Aubum, its sarpentine peths and oedmen plantings of evargreen ad
dedduousfreesand dhmbs prevented the visitorfromeesily encompessing the whde of the Stein one
dance thus aredting the illusion thet the camalery wes larger then it actudly was (See photos 5 and 6.)
Tress and s areted shedly, restful grovesin which visitors could renamber departed loved ones ad
contemplate their ovn mortdity. Likethe larger mrd cameteries of the mid-ningtearth cantury, the
landscgpe of the Main Sfreat Cavdary wes designed to aregte a'naturdidic” satting that wes anything but
naturd. Flantings and pethways were carefully aranged to achieve the desired picduresgue effect, with little

(continued)
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|eft to chance or nature. The camdary wes partidly-endased with an daborate wooden fence in exubarant
Eadiake gyle The fance isvisblein an 1884 birds-eye view, dthough the detail is nat. Also vishle are
the winding peths surrounding the cemetery's three sactions, same of the graveyard's oodisk and pedestd
monumants and the recaiving vault. At that time, the camaiaery wes bounded by gpen land to the north, with
ahouse butting Up againg the cemeery’s northwestem comer. In the birds-eye view, the canday is
heavily planted withfreesand shmbs egpaddly in the southwetem come. The birds-eye view ons the
cavday & bang somenet st goartfromDaton's more settled aress however, the town rapidly grew up
aound the graveyard.

Pat of the picuresque ided invalved adesrefor unuaud and eyecatiching monumatts rather
then rows ad rows of amilar one dabs In kegping with this aesthetic, lot holders erected obdisks ums
table monumants pillars, and chest monumats to identify family plots. Smdler individua gones were then
grouped around the monumenta anes; and often ringed with a gone curb or a fence marking the bounds of
the family plot.

After the heavy expanditures of the mid-1870s, town gopropriations for camgay improvemeants
fell to $ 1004200 a year for nealy a decade Spedific expanditures weare rardly detaled during this time
period, dthough a note wes mecke in 1880 concaming the setting out of additiond trees (Ddton Annud
Town Report, 1880) Apparently the cametary brought in a smdl amourt of inoomefromthe sde of hey
mowed on the property. Sevard anud reports noted credits of $4.00 and upfromauch sde

In 1883, $100 wes gopropriated for "Heeddones for Soldiers'; only $6250 wes goat. Rittsfidd
mable ad granite deders Fuller and Maden were recorded a6 providing the sones (Ddton Annud Town
Reparts  1883/84). Thefiind prabebly purdiessd markers for Civil War veterans graves it mey have bemn
usd to pey for rev markers for same of Ddton's Revolutionary veterans sswll. A few years later, the
town acted "To see what action the town will tekein regard to erecting a Soldier's Monument on the mound
in the Camaery,” ad "To s if the town will vateto erect heed gones a the graves of the soldiersad
sdlorsnow buried in our Cameary, ad gopropriate mongy for the same™ (Daton Annud Town Reparts
1887) No money wes gppropriated, however, for éther heeddtones or monumat that yeer. (Ddton Town
Recards, Val. 111, p. 274) Aflagpol ewes eventudly ingaled (see photos6 and 7), and the mound became
known as the Mound of the Unknown Deed in memary of soldiers killed and missng during the Civil Wear.
(Ddton Bicentennid, p. 108) In the late twentieth century, the Higtorical Commission st plagues into the
dgpes of the mound commemoarating the town's Civil War and Revdutionary War veterans: (The mound
dons ypin an 1834 bird's eye view, but a the time, thefl agpol ehed nat yet bean placed.) During the late
ningteath and early twentieth century, the mound became the focuss for Daton's annud Memorid Day
savices which afracted large numbears of town resdants to honor Ddton's vaterans and war deed (Couch,
#107, 3 May 1974)

During the ningeanth century, Daton's Candary tmaess were the town's leeding indudfridigs.
Chales O. Brown, Jon D. Carson, Winthrop Murray Crane, and C. Glenon were anong those who
meregad the Main Sfrest and the East Main Sirest cameteries during the lagt quarter of the century. It
waant until 1839 that a norrindudridig, faamer H. A. Barton, J. gopears & a cardgay tmdee

In 1885, the growth of Ddton's Cathalic community caused the town to dlocate $1500 for the

(continued)
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In 1907, Ddton's pgpameking Crane fanHy dongted funds for the cregtion of a dhapd ad
repogtory vaul for the temporary sorage of corpees awating burid. Zenes Winthrop Murray, and
Frederick G. Crane provided fimds for the congmdtion of a surdy Gothic Reviva recaiving vault and
chapd, & aoodt of $7,766.17. Dahon's 1907 Annud Toawn Report destribed the cametery's "handsome
gothic Recaving Vaullt., .built of blue lime gone and in connedtion with the same hes a recgption room for
hadmg a savice if desired. Thisisa building thet hes bean nesded for along timeand it is felt by the
SHedimen and Tndess of the Camdary thet it will be much goprediated by the ditizens of the Town and it
is desired thet it be used for the warts of both cemetaries when nesded.” Desdgned by the RAittsfidd
achitecturd fmn of Harding & Seaver, thenaw building replaced the smdl 1852 recaiving vault. (See
photos 19 and 20) Around the same time, the northem hdf of the cangery became goen for burids. The
new building became a visud focus for the cametery, demarcating the boundary betwean the primarily
ningeenthrcentury  buridss to the south and the predominantly twentieth-century burials to the north.

In 1911, the Cranes dedded to fund anather mgor improvament to the camgtery. Town medting
atide#48 for that year asked the vaters"To s if the Townwill dlow Mr. Zenes Crane, Hon. W. M.
Cane and Mr. F. G. Crane to place a conarete fence around a portion of Main Sfrest Cargay on Man
Sfret. |f they 90 dedide to do this work the ssid work to be done and paid for by Mr. Zenes Crang Hon. W.
M. Grane adMr. F. G. Crane" (Ddton Annud Toawn Reparts 1911)  Vaters goproved the proposd, ad
the wall bounding the cametay on Main Sfret wes built soon afterward. (Ddton Town Reoords Val. 1V,
1917) The new wal further incressad the air of parklike sedusion thet the earlier wooden fence ad

evagren hedge hed provided. (Sse photo 1)

In 1921, the cameaay bendfittedfroma bequett of the late Winthrop Murray Crang, which left the
town with severd thousand dollarsfor various degpartmants The Canglery Committee recaived $40,000
from the etate, and gpparently invested the principle and drew on the interest for maintenance ad
improvematstodl three camdaies Sandard mantenance expanses during the first few decades of the
twenttieth century induded lawn sseding and meintenancs, tools, fence repairs, heeddtone repairs ad
remova and replacement of disesesedfreesand d1mbs Many of the camdlery’s massive gamoes ey have
been added during this period. While the particular goedes of freeplanted wes nat dways identified, when
it wes gpecified, thef reeweas usudly a gomoe

By the 19205 Ddton was meking a Seedy fmandd commitment to the upkegp ad improvemant
of camaaies Budge gopropriations rangingfrom$1,000 to $2,000 a year were Spplemantad by
expanditures of $ 1,000 to $4,000 a yeerfromthe Crane Camaey Fund. Much of thisadditiond fimding
gopearsto have bean gpat on nursary hills, indicating that a condderable effort was being mede to increese
the plantings

In 1930, for thefirgt time, Ddton's annud town report induded a narrdtive of the actions taken by
the Camdtay Tmdtees Main Sfrest Camdary wes Upgraded "hby a generd planting program of shmbbary,
frees and plants as laid out by alandscgpe architect.” (The neme of the architect, was, unfortunatdy, not
goecified.) The plantings were dongted by Winthrop M. Crane, J. New drivesweare added to the far north
of the ceametary, opening W two sedtions for naw lots (probably sedtions 13 and 14), and providing aocosss
to the northem border of the Ste. Drives throughout the cematery were surfaced with new  graved, and water
lines were extended to the new northem sedtions of the cameary.

(continued)
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By the 1950s, Dalton's population had outgrown both the Main Sfreet and the Fairview cemeteries.
In 1953, tmstees began petitioning voters for funding to buy land for anew cemetery. In 1956, the money
was gppropriated and the Ste sdected. By 1957, anew cemetery on Ashuel ot Sfreet begen receiving most
of thetown's new burias. While there are till buria goacesavailablewithin someof Main Street
Cemetary's lots, al the lots have been reserved for one family or ancther for severd decades. Although no
new lotsare available in the Main Sfreet Cemeteary, there are till buriasbeing conducted in historic family
plots.

As in many towns, Dutch em dissesetook aheavy toll onthe landscaping in Dalton's cemeteries.
During the 1970s, town reports documented the remova and replacement of dozensof dissasedfreesfrom
both the Main Sfreet and the Fairview Cemeteries. (Daton Annua Town Reports, 1970-1979) Other recent
landscaping improvements included the replacement of damaged shmibs around the main gate with the
cdumps of birchfreesthat now shede the entrance.

In commemoration of the American Revolution Bicentennid in 1976, the town of Dalton added a
plague to the Memorial Mound, commemorating Dalton's Revolutionary War veterans buried both in the
Main Sfreet and the Eagt Main Sfreet Cemetery. In 1998, aCivil War commemorative marker was added by
the Historica Commission. (Dalton Annua Town Reports, 1976, 1998)

LANDSCAPING AND MONUMENT DESIGN

When the graveyard was expanded and renovated in the 1870s Main Sfrest Cemetery's curving
paths and extensive plantings served to create an informal, parklike setting. Insteed of confronting row upon
row of sonedabs st in rigid and depressing uniformity, visitors would enter a shedy grove, with
monuments of diverse and eye-catching designs scattered pi cturesquely about. Plots were not laid out in a
grid pattem, but were rather disfributed with a deliberate hgphazardness, alowing plotsto be marked ina
variety of ways and to be individually landscgped with shmbs frees,and perennids, reflecting an aesthetic
that emphesized variety and omamentation rather than efficiency of maintenance. Like other cemeteries laid
out following the principles of the mral cemetery movement, the Main Streat Cemetery was carefiilly
designed in order to gppear as though it had been laid out by the hand of nature, rather than by human
design. Plantings were clustered in small groves rather than st out in rows or geomefric pattems, grave
plotswere irregular in size and shape, and monuments gopeear to have somng from the earth in random
locations. Popular symbolsof mouming, such as ums, weeping willow trees, wreaths and garlands, open
books, and upward pointing hands andfi ngersemphaszed aromanticized view of desth and reminded
moumers of the anticipated joys of heaven, rather than the possibility of judgment and damnation. In
keeping with the emphads on natura settings, botanica motifswere especialy popular; Sones are often
carved with twining vines, wregths orflowers,or carved with weeping willows; the plant spedies often
carefully chosen to symbolize mouming, love, loydty,friendship,or the satus or virtues of the deceased-
laurel wreeths and oak leaves, for example, were commonly carved on monuments commemorating
Dalton's more successful citizens, and roses lilies, and passionflowers were commonly used to express the
survivors affection for the decessed.

Because the Main Sfrest Cemetery was owned by the town of Dalton, and lotswere available free
of charge to any Dahon resident or eligible relatives, all Daton resdents were equaly entitled to burial

(continued)
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plotsin the cemetery. Asapractica matter, of course, while the buria plotsweref ree,the monuments were
not, and those who were most prominent in life dso tended to be most prominent in death. Smdll stones
some marked only with initials, commemorate those a the lower end of the economic spectmm, while
obdisks, pedestds, and chest markers memoridize the well-to-do.

The earliest heedgtones (from the 1790s to about the 1840s) tend to be fairly smplearched or
rectangular sonetablets, usualy carved with an um and/or aweeping willow. (See photos 3, 8, and 9.)
Epitaphs tend to be more common on these stones, often providing the reeder with areminder of hisor her
own mortality. The oldest gonein Section 9, for example, that of Luther Gallup (d. 1798; s photo 9)
bearsthe following verse "Mortal attend behold how frail isman/Hislife unsertin [sic] and & best a
goa/To day in helth [sic] we hope for yeaersto cum [sic]/To morrow dies and fils [sic] an early tomb."
Epitaphs are fairly common until about 1850; after this date, markers usualy only show the names and dates
of death (and sometimes birth) of the decessed.

The most prominent monuments in the cemetery reflect the Victorian enthusasm for period reviva
syles. While Egyptian Reviva forms were not as commonly found in building constmction as Classicd or
Gothic motifs, they provided monument makers with an eye-catching and effective motif in the form of the
heaven-pointing obdisk. In the Main Sfreet Cemetery, the most prominent memoridstakethisform,
ranging from squat stubby obelisks no more than five to six feet in height to the imposing gray granite of the
Carson monument (1860, Section 9, Lot #30; sz photo 5), which isvisible from nearly every point in the
cemetery. Slightly smaler, but no lessimpressive isan obdisk for loca architect David H. Tower (1832-
1907) and his family (Section 10, Lot #2; s photo 6), carved in asimilar gray granite. Pink granite mekes
the David Smith obdisk stand out (Section 12, Lot #4), while the use of sandstone, as well as the height of
the Ebenezer Jennings (Section 9, Lot #7) and the Josgph Chamberlin (d. 1865; Section 9, Lot #34; se
photo 10) atfracts the eye. The Chamberlin monument isfiirther omamented with bal-shaped pendents and
incised chevrons.

Smdler, but equally impressive are the monuments for ElishaClark and hisfamily (Section 10, Lot
#18; se photo 11) and the Wilson and Hagar families (Section 9, Lot #2). These nearly identical
monuments use the contrast between polished and unpolished gray granite to cregte variationsin texture and
color. Both consst of amassive pedestd topped by a shroud-draped um, aclassical motif symbalizing the
soul's departure from earthly life.

Other common monumenta formsin the Main Sfreet Cemetery indludefrapezoi dal pedestds,
usudly capped with aheavy comice, chest or sarcophagus-shaped memorids, table monuments, and ledger
gones s directly on the ground. 1n some matances, these monumenta forms commemorate only one or two
individuas, but in many casss they memoriaize whole families, with the larger, imposing monument
occupying the center of the family plot, surrounded by smdler goneswith the name, or sometimes only the
initials of individua family members In somefamily plots, there gppears to be an atempt at uniformity of
design. In the Tower and Smith plots, for example, the family obdlisk is surrounded by small individual
gones that are nearly identical to each other. The Tower plot isfurther demarcated by a granite curbing
delineating the edges of the plot (see photo 6). In many other family plots, individual markers are quite
varied, especialy when the plot hes been used over along period of time.

(continued)
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Such isthe cagewith both the Crane and Weston family plots, located in Section 1. (See photos 13
and 16.) Both display awide range of monument szesand styles, from the Classically-influenced
sarcophagus-dyle monuments (mede by Hartford, Connecticut's New England Granite Works) for brothers
Zeanas Marshdl Crane and James Brewer Crane to the more modest tablet stones carved with weeping
willows and ums marking the graves of the first Zenas Crane's children.

The Weston and Crane family plots dominate the cemetery's southeestem drive. The Weston plot's
massve granite Celtic cross (se photo 13), echoad in miniature by asaries of smaler crosses nearby,
immediately draws the eye. The bright white marble table monuments for Isaiah Weston (d. 1821) and his
wife Sarah (d. 1818), and the opdescent white marble tablet sonesfor Colond G. D. Weston (1797-1866)
and histwo wives Elizabeth (d. 1857) and Sarah (d. 1841) display Classica moatifs, while the Josah Dean
Weston's (1810-1857) sandstone obelisk (mede by J. G. Batterson of Hartford, Connecticut; see photo 14)
with its cugped arch and ddicate arosscarved in bas-reief reflects Gothic Revival dements coming into
fashionin the 1840s and 1850s.

While the monumenta sonescall attention to the more prominent individuas buried in the Main
Sfreet Cemetery, someof the smdler markers are notable for their finely detailed carvings of mouming
symbals such as leaves andfl owers,upward pointing hands, ums, willow trees, scrolls, and open books. For
example, apair of modestly scded, but visudly interesting, gones mark the graves of Raymond H. Bicknell
(d. 1869) and hiswife Eliza (d. 1871; Lot #98; s photo 12). These smal donesare ddicately carvedin
the formsof unrolling scrolls draped with grape vines on Raymond's graves and roses and moming glories
on Elizas.

Natural motifs continued to be popular into the twentieth century, with many stones displaying
twining vines andfl owers.Among the more interesting monuments showing floral motifs are the art-
nouveau ledger gonesdedicated to Jeanne Laflin Crane Couch (1861-1921) and her husband Franklin M.
Couch (1858-1915) (Section 7, Lot #35). These two huge matching sones are decorated with across in
relief, with trailing passionflower vines carved within the cross. Franklin's sone bearsamaker's inscription
reading "Copyright 1915, Tiffany Studios, New Y ork." While there isno similar mark on Jeennes
monument, the identical design indicates that, if the Sonewas not created by Tiffany, itwas & leest copied
fromthe 1915 Tiffany design. In the samesection, atall Cehic crass marking the Hager plot (Lot #12;
visible to the rear in photo 18) bearsa similar cross and passi onflower motif, athough the crass bears no
goparent date or maker's mark. If not actudly designed by Tiffany Studios, the Hagar cross may have been
inspired by the design on Franklin Couch's ledger sone. The passionflower motif was the product of
Tiffany Studio's "Ecclesiagtical Department,” established in the late nineteenth century to produce stained-
glass and stonework products for churches and cemeteries. The buff-colored granite usad for the three
gones may have come from Tiffany's own quarry in Cohassst, Massachusetts. (McKean, pp. 180-185)

A few of the cemetery's early twentieth-century stones are more notable for their peculiarity of
design than for their adherenceto a particular style. For example, one particularly interesting sone in
Section 7 isthat of the Bates family, which datesfrom the 1920s (Lot #8; sse photo 18). Created in the
form of an artifical "boulder," the one gives a psaudo-mgtic effect. Another unusud goneisthe
monument for Benjamin Clow (1827-1913; Section 8, Lot #43; s photo 17), whose epitgph listshun as

(continued)
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totheBerkshreMLEﬁm ho/va/er hes nat yet uncovered exactly whet those four usdfiil atideswere)
Clow's monumat isapyramidd mess of conarete with the top souared of f and cgoped, and round bells
placed & eech come. Itsidiasyncratic design dands outf romamong the athersin its section.

Without an exhaudtive examingion of the Main Sfrest Camdlery’'s more than eight hundred and
fifty plots, only afew sones can be definitdy atfributed to particular cavers or manufacturers: Town
records indicate that the Pittsfield marble and granite works of Fuller & Maden produced some of the
dandardized makers used to commamarae the graves of Ddton's war veterans

While it wes nat possble to examine evary gone for mekers marks moet of the more Sizegble
obdisks padetds ad dhet makers ware examined. Surprisingly, mekes marks are nat goparat onthe
Mot monumeanta gones; auch as the Tower and Carson obdisks Jodah Weston's senddione obdisk (s
phato 14) bears the mak of by J. G. Batterson of Hartford, Connecticut. The granite chest monumants
marking James Breve and Zaes Marshdl Crangs graves were condmated by New England Grarnite
Works of Hartford. (See photo 16) These Hartford-designed and arested monumeants, dong with the
Tiffany-designed Couch family gones and Tiffany-ingpired (if not actudly Tiffany-designed) Hagar aoss in
Sedtion 7 dow that a leet same of Daton's families looked beyond Bearkshire County when purdhasing
ftinerary at.

SOME SGNIFICANT BURIALS

With well over eight hundred and fifty family plots Daton's Main Sfreet Cametary indudes
Ddton resdentsfromdl waks of life. Rarsons intared hare rangefromDadton's earlies sattlers to its modt
prominent busness and politicd figures. For mary of Ddton's less influentid ditizens amarker in the Bzt
Main Sfrest Camday isthe only remaning demat in the landscape that marksther exigence

Because it wes edablished soon after Ddton wes incorporated as atown, the Man Sfrest Camday
indudes the graves of many mambas of Ddton's pionear families. Daton'sfirstfamilies induded marbas
of the Mearimen, Boardmen, Grean, Gdlup, and Chambatlin families, al of whom are commemorated in
Main Sfret Camelery's markers (S photos9 and 10) Although meny membars of the Chambalin
family are buried in the family's Eat Main Sreat graveyard, quite a numbar of Chambalins are do buried
here inthe Man Sfrest Camdary, induding Josgoh Chamberlin, who saved as the town's fu-gt moderator.

A number of Ddton's dergy are buried hare, induding Boenezer Janings (1776-1859), the
Congregtiondl Churchis first long-term pegtor, who followed a saies of tamporay minigersto save his
congregation for thirty-two years Janings saw his parishioners through the condusion of anearly thirty-
year-long confroversy over the siting of the congregation's medinghouse that conduded with the
aoendonmeant of the medinghouse origindly sited on the grounds of Main Sfrest Candary, ad the
congmction of anew church on Eagt Main Sreet in 1811 Janings and his wife are memaridized with a
sandstone obdisk near the southem wall of the graveyard.

Like much of Ddton, the Man Sfrest Camday bears the marks of the town's principd indusfria
family. The Crane family plot is one of the largest in the cameay, with eye-catching monumants to sevard
dazen family mambars located just beyond the cametary’s southeestem gete (See photo 16) Family

(continued)
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pafriarch Zenas Crane is commemorated with an degant sandgtone obelisk marked with an anchor. (See
photo 15) The two mogt eye-catching monuments in thisplot are apair of sarcophagus-shaped monuments
to Zenass sons, Zenas Marshall (1815-1887) and James Brewer Crane (1817-1891) and their wives. Both
monuments were carved a the New England Granite Worksin Hartford, Connecticut. Zenass sone is
distinguished by fluted Doric pilasters a its comers, while Jamess boasts Corinthian pilagters.

The Cranesbecameinvolved in politics as well as industry. The first Zenas Crane sarved in the
date legidature as arepresentative from 1812-1813 and 1830-1831, and as amember of the Govemor's
Council from 1836-1837. Hisson Zenas Marshall Crane sarved as a date senator and member of the
Govemor's Council. Winthrop Murray Crane (1852-1921), Zenass grandson achieved national recognition
& Lieutenant Govemor (1896-1899), then Govemor of Massachusetts (1900-1903), then fmally as a United
Sates Senator (1903-1913). Finally, Bmcee Crane sarved on the Govemor's council from 1953-1956. All of
these members of the Crane family are interred in the family plot in the Main Sfreet cemetery, dong with
saverd dozen siblings, spouses, children, and cousins. In addition, the cemetery's Gothic Revival chapd
(see photos 19 and 20) and its massve concrete wall (sse photo 1) were congmcted as aresult of Crane
family philanthropy.

Ironically enough, the Crane family plot islocated right next to the lot of the Weston family, which
included many of the Cranes businessrivas. Like the Cranes, members of the Weston family became
prominent, not only in Dalton's indusfria history, but dso initspolitical history. Isaiah Weston (d. 1821),
who ismemoariaized with abright white marble table monument, organized Dalton's first woolen mill.
Isdiah's son Josah Weston, whose sandgtone obdisk ands a the edge of the Weston family plot (see
photo 14), received his medica degree from Berkshire Medical College. After practicing in Mississippi,
Josiah retumed to Dalton, married Zenas Crane's daughter Lucinda, and waged an unsuccessful campaign
for congress (Smith, Vol. |, pp. 669-670) Josiah's brother Byron Weston was much more successful in
politics and in business. He not only tumed aprofit a papermaking, but dso served as sate senator in 1874,
and as Lieutenant Govemor of Massachusetts from 1879 to 1881. (Smith, Vol. |, pp. 672-673)

Papamaker David Carson and his family were dso buried in the Main Sfreet Cemetery, not far
from the Crane family. While the Crane family may havethe largest number of monuments in any family
plot, Carson's granite obelisk isby far the tallest in the cemetery, itstapering spire dominating the burial
ground. (See photo 5) While on paper, the Carson, Weston, and Crane companies were competitors, an
examination of their gravestones reveds that mambers of the familiesintermarried, and members of the
Carson and Crane families even occasiondly worked together, forming and dissolving a number of
partnerships through the nineteenth century. (Smith, Vol. |, pp. 662-663)

Almogt as significant as the paper manufacturers was the man who designed their factories.
Cummington-bom David Horatio Tower (1832-1907) began work as amillwright's apprentice in one of the
Crane mills. He worked hisway from millwright to architect, designing paper mills throughout New
England and New Y ork state. Tower's granite obelisk (sse photo 6) closdly rivasthat of pgpermaker David
Carson insze and prominence in the Main Sfreet Cemetery.

Because little documentation has yet been unearthed for Dalton's African and Native American
communities, cemetery markers are oftenthe only record of their presence in the town. During the 1850s,

(continued)
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Ddton wes reputed to be a 2op on the Underground Raifroad. Some fugitive daves were reported to have
sttled in the town. Manufacturer Marshdl Grareis aredited with abetting meny of the runaway's (Ddton
Bicentennid, p. 20). Although & leest two locd higories refer to Ddton's rale m the Underground Railroed
and mdicate that fugitive daves satled hearefindingdocumentaty evidenceisnat essy. On ningteanth
oantury oanauss records, nearly al of the Ddton residentsidentified as "black” or "mulatto”’ gave ther place
of birth &8 Massadhusats However, mambas of the population who were runawey daves ware likdly to
have avaided caaustakas or ware unlikdy to have given ther tme pleace of birth, if quetioned.

Little information, outsde of caaus records hes yet bean unearthed about Ddton's African-
American population, but according to 1850 United Sates Caas figures, the town numbered forty-five
"colored" residents (or nearly 4.5%0) out of a populaion of 1,021 (thisfigure probably induded resdants of
mixed African-American, Native American and/ar ELropeen ancestry). By 1870, that numbar hed been
reduced by haf, with only 21 black or mulatto resdentsliged on the aaaus (sbout 15% of the population,
compered with 22% to 85% in surrounding towns). (Couch, #149, 20 Mar 1975)

Sare of the mambas of Ddton's African-American community buried in the Main Stregt
Camgay indude mambas of the Hoose family, longganding residents of Ddton, who were crediited with
assding runawvay daves during the antebdlum period (Couch, #116, 25 duly 1974). Members of the Hoose
family are interred in both Sedtions 1 (Lats #2, 7, 19) ad 10 (Lot # 60) of Man Sfrest Camaay, their plots
maked by modest groundHevd diones or sl tablet markers Although outside the period of Sgnificance
for this nomination, aunique marke commamarates George W. Hoose (1870-1963), whose gravestone is
formedfroma rough piece of red senddione that wes hollowed out by the action of water. The Hoose
monumat isenveoped by yews Algemon Hooee (d. 1839) hes a much less prominant marker located neer
George W. Hoosss (Sadtion 10, Lot #60).

At leegt one African-American buried in the Man Sfrest Cavgay saved in Masssechusdts
famous H4th Vaduntesr Infantry Regiment, thefirstCivil War regimant to condgt entirdy of African-
American recmits. Hary Jones (Section 10, Lot #56) wes a ningeentyear-dd  Lanesboro resident when he
enliged with the 54th in November, 1863. Jones survived the war, and wes dscharged for disability a
Morris Idand, South Cardling, in Sgatamber of 1864, (Massadhusdts Soldiers Sallors and Maines in the
Civil Wa, Val. IV, pp. 656657, p. 661) (A marba of the Hoose family, Edward, dso saved with the 54th
and survived the war, but he does nat seam to have been buried in Ddton's Main Sfret Careary.)

Samud L. Caesax, whoisliged in oamaus recards a8 "black,” but isdestribed in Ddlton's
Bicentennid Higtory as afull-blooded "Massasait Indian,” dso saved in the Civil War (Shce Massasoit
was the name of aWampanoeg chief, and nat the neme of an Indianfribeor nation, this information mey be
omenthet ineccurate, o mey Smply meen that Caesarfracedhis genedogy to Massasait; by the same
token, radid desgnations on caaus records are nat dways rdiable-Caesar mey have bem of dther African
or Indian desoart, or a mixture of the two). Bom in 1847, Caeser enliged in 1864, and joined Compary G,
5th Regiment, Massadhusatts Voluntesr Cavary. According to a desoendant's aoccount, Caesar fought in
Virginia, saved guard duty over Corfedarate prisonersin Maryland, and saved pafrol duty in Texes before
being dscharged in 1865, Caeser daimed to be ane of the fugt Union soldiers who mardhed through
Ridhmond after the Confederacy’s defeat. Upon his retum to Daton, Caesar ran an ice busness, and wes
adive in town affairs, serving asfreewaden for twenty-five years ad a&s Main Sfret Candery's sexton

(continued)
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for twdve years He married into the Hoose family,-his fu-st wife being Harreh Louise Hoose (1853-1911).

(Archie D. Ceesar, ., in Ddton Bicantennid Higtory, p. 20) Bath Samud (1847-1929) and Hareh are

buried in the Main Sfrest Cametay (Section 10, Lat #42). Their graveis matked by a smple palished

granite gone with abdfract swirls caved onitsedges In Sadtion 1 of the candary (Loats9, 12, 13), makas
A commamarae marbas of the Caeser and Tucke families, who intemmanried—these may d0 regpresant

mambas of Ddton's Native andlor African-American communities mambass of the Tucker family are

liged &8 "black” on ningteenthroentury aanaus records, and same of the nemes and dates of birth on caas

records correspond to those on Tudker gravestones in the Main Sfreat Cameary. Further reseerch into

canday, canaus and vita records ey reved moreinformation about Daton's minority communities

A 190 WPA aurvey of Ddton's three historic camndeies identified a number of graves from
Ddton's war veterans. At leet Sx of Ddton's known Revalutionary veterans are buried in the Main Sfregt
Carday. Lavrance Thomas Benjamin Gdlup, Thomes Holden, Danid Meriam, Abrdhem Porter, ad
Amos Smith (North, Robat G. (Draftaman). Ddton Candeaies Showing Veaan Graves) The Cangay's
more then ninety Civil War burids indude the grave of George Hager, who wes teken prisoner in 1864 ad
hdd a Andersonville. He mede his excgpe in 1886 and survived to reum hame to Dahon, where he lived
until 1907. Hagar's family monumant sports an daborate granite shroud-crgped um (Section 9, Lot #2).

CONCLUSON

Ddton's Main Sfrest Cargay illugrates mary facets of Ddton's higory,fromits earlies
stlemat to the present. [ts monumants commeamarae awide range of Ddton residents fromits first
slers to its progoarous busnesamen, to its smdl African-American community. An in-depth sudy of
individuals buried here could provide a wedth of information about dements of Ddton's population thet
ae a8 yet undocumented or poorly documented. In addition, the cametary’s connedtion to the town's
confroversa fi rstmedinghouse mekes it a dgnificant landmark in Ddton's early settemant period. The
cameeay's devdgoment and growth reflect, nat only changing attitudes toward funerd customs but d<o the
mgor rolethat business philanthropy played in Daton's civic and sodid higory.

The Man Sfrest Carday isd<o an important complemat to Dahon's two ather historic burid
gounds Ddton's three higtoric camderies (Eagt Man Sfregt, Main Sfredt, ad Fairview) provide tangible
exampes of the progression of attitudes toward deeth and burid during the ningeanth century. From the
smple burid ground & Eag Main Sfrest to the piciuresoue landscgaing of the Man Sfrest Carday to the
more open feding of the late ningteenthroentury Fairview Camdlery, the three burid groundsform a
continuum showing how cemeery planning and designin this smdl indusdtrid town reflect broeder frends
that were taking placein the country s awhaole.

Archaeologicd Sgnificance

Higtoric archeedlogica  resources destribed aoove have the potentid to provide detaled informeation on the
sodid, culturd and economic characteridics of aBekshire community &s it evolvedfroman agriculturd
community in the 18 century to atown besad on indudry in the 19 and 20* centuries This informeation

(continued)
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late 18* - century churchyard burial ground to amid 19*-century graveyard embodying the idedls of the
mral cemetery movement. Information from documentary and archaeologica reseerch can help identify the
sguence of eventsthat led to the establishment of the town's first megtinghouse center and burial ground in
1794. Actua physica evidence from graves, including their skeletd and materia culture contents can help
determine whether acommunity or family burial ground preceded the megtinghouse and buria ground that
followed. Existing buria sonesindicate 1788 as the datefor the earliest grave. Thissone and other
similar unmarked sonesinitsvicinity may represent an earlier, pre-1794 burial ground or may simple be
commemorative sones placed in the areaa alater dateto honor the life and degth of earlier settlers.
Archaeological and historical evidence may be present to clarify theseissues Stmctura evidence from the
town's first megtinghouse may aso exist that identify its architectura details and layout including
outbuildings, fence lines and burial ground. Archaeologicd evidence may contribute information relating to
the temporal evolution of these objects and smctures and their relaionships a specific pointsin time.
Stmctural evidence might aso survive from afarm, related outbuildings and occupationd reated features
(frash pits, privies, wells) originally located in the northem half of the cemetery. Information from
historical and archaeologica resources may confributeinformation on periods of occupation for thefarm,
domedtic farm life, agricultura technology and production and the settlement of the town. Archaeological
resources including graves and post molds indicating fence lines may dso be present indicating afamily
buria plot was present explaining various grave disfributionsin the cemetery. Additional documentary
research combined with archaeologica survey and testing within and around the current boundary of the
cemetery can identify the fiill rangeof graves presant a the Main Sfreet Cemetery. Unmarked graves are
probably present and the current pattem of the gravestones may nat, in every instance, represent their actua
placement. Gravestoneswerefrequentlyremoved from older cemeteries then later replaced, a timesin
different locations. Some soneswere dso potentialy erected as commemorative sonesby descendants of
individuads after their desths. This scenario hes been ohsarved a other burying grounds in Massachusetts.
Archaeological research can help identify these graves as well s later unmarked gravesresulting from
gtolen, damaged, and overgrown stones. Eighteenth and nineteenth century unmarked graves may dso be
present representing paupers and other unknown persons. Archaeological reseerch can d<o help test the
accuracy of the existing boundaries a the cemetery. These bounds may not accurately represent the actud
cemetery boundaries. Some buridss, possibly those of unknown persons, paupersor other indigent persons,
may have intentionally been buried outside the cemetery boundary. Artifact disfributions may aso be
present associated withftineraryor memoria sarvices for specific individuas a their time of death or
individuas and groupings of individuals (possibly the entire burial ground) a later dates.

Section number

Much of the above information can be obtained through unobtmsive archaeologica research. Thatis,
information can be obtained by mapping artifact concenfrations and the locations of features such as grave
shafts and post molds without disturbing actua skeletal remains. Remote sendng techniques of
investigation might aso prove useful. Socid, cultural and economic information relating to the 18* and
19* century Daton settlement can be obtained in this manner, however, more detailed sudies can be
implemented through the actua excavation of burials and their andysis. Osteologica studies of individuals
interred a the burial ground have the potentid to offer awedth of information relating to the overall
physica gopearance of the town's inhabitants, their occupations, nufrition, pathologies and cause of degth.
This information can be used to determine the actud number of individuas interred a the burial ground.
The overall context of the grave, including materid culture remains can provide information on buria
practices, religious beliefs, economic gatus, family ssmcture and numerous other topicsrelating to the
individual, the overdl settlement and, the Congregationd society.

(end)
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Name of Property County, State

10. Geographical Data
Acreage of Property 10.2 acres

UTM References See continuation sheet.
(Place additional UTM references on a continuation sheet)

1. 18 649950 4703960 3. 18 650080 4703760
Zone Easting Northing Zone Easting Northing
2. 18 650080 4703960 4. 18 649880 4703700
Zone Easting Northing Zone Easting Northing

See continuation sheet
Vert>al Boundary Description

(Describe the boundaries of the property on a continuation sheet.)

Boundary Justification
(Explain why the boundaries were selected on a continuation sheet.)

11. Form Prepared By

name/title Michele Plourde-Barker, consultant with Betsy Friedberg, NR Director, MHC

organization Massachusetts Historical Commission date  April 2000
street & number 220 Morrissey Boulevard telephone 617-727-8470
city or town Boston state MA zip code 02125

Additional Documentation
Submit the following Items with the completed form:
Continuation Sheets
Maps
A USGS map (7.5 or 15 minute series) indicating the property's location.
A sketch map for historic districts and properties having large acreage or numerous resources.
Photographs
Representative black and white photographs of the property.
Additional Items (Check with the SHPO or FPO for any additional items)

Property Owner
(Complete this item at the request of the SHPO or FPO.)

name Town of Dalton
street & number 321 Main Street telephone  413-684-1274
city or town Dalton state MA Zip code 01226

Paperwork Reduction Act Statement: This infonnation is being collected for applications to the National Register of IHIstoric Places to nominate
properties for listing or determine eligibility for listing, to list properties, and to amend existing listings. Response to this request is required to obtain a
benefit in accordance with the National Historic Preservation Act, as amended (16 U.S.C. 470 et seq.).

Estimated Burden Statement: Public reporting burden for this form is estimated to average 18.1 hours per response Including the time for reviewing
instructions, gathering and maintaining data, and completing and reviewing the form. Direct comments regarding this burden estimate or any aspect of
this fomi to the Chief, Administrative Services Division, National Park Service, P.O. Box 37127, Washington, DC 20013-7127; and the Office of
Management and Budget, Papenwork Reductions Project (1024-0018), Washington, DC 20503.
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Section number A" Page JL
VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION ~

The Main Strest Cametery contains 10.2 acres of land, bounded as follows:

Beginning a the northwest comer of Main Strest Cametary a Park Street and running eest dlong the reer
(southem) property lines of properties on the south sde of John Street to the northeast comer of Main Stregt
Cemetery, where it is bounded by the westem property lines of properties a the west end of Willis Stret,
thence running south a ong the westem property lines of properties on Willis.Street and Flansburg Avenue
to Main Stret; thencewest dong Main Street to the comer of Main and Park Streets; thence north dong the

eedt Sde of Park Street to the point of begiiming.
BOUNDARY JUSTIFICATION

The boundaries of the property being nominated are the same as the ot lines of the Main Street Cemetery.

(end)



O *~ At>pnr>4/NOL 1074-091*

United States Department of the Interior
National Park Service

National Register of Historic Places
Continuation Sheet

Main Street Cemetery
n . . [ Dalton (Berkshire Co.), Mass.
Section number p"e~°~r  Page

NOTE: ALL ORIGINAL NEGATIVES ARE LOCATED AT: '
Dalton Historical Commission offices
321 Main Srregt
Ddton, MA 01226

PHOTOGRAPHER: Michde Plourde-Barker

DATE: July 1999

L Main Stregt Cemetery, southwall.  View facing northeast

2. Main Street Cemetery, showing original Daton megtinghouse site, marked by boulder in lower
|eft-hand comer (Section 9) View facing northwest

3. Main Stregt Cemetery, showing origina churchyard burial ground (Section 9)
View facing southwest

4. Main Stregt Cemetery, showing Weston and Crane plots View facing northesst

5. Main Stregt Cemetery, Section 9, showing Carson obdisk (#30) View facing southwest

6. Main Strest Cemetery, Section 10, southem half, showing Adams (#1) and Tower (#2) lots, chapd
and receiving vaultin right rear, memoria mound to war deed inleft reer View facing north

7. Main Strest Cemetery, Section 11 (right) and Section 10 (left), looking toward memoria mound
View facing south

$. Main Strest Cametery, Section 1, canter portion showing oldest known grave, marked "L.C. 1788"
View facing eest

9. Main Street Cemetery, Section 9, north half, showing original churchyard buria ground, including

Gallup and Merriman graves (#102) View facing eest
10. Main Strest Cemetery, Section 9, showing Chamberlin obdisk (#34) View facing south
11 Main Strest Cemetery, Section 10, showing Clark um (#18)  View facing northwest
12, Main Stregt Cemetery, Section 9, showing Bicknell graves (#98) View facing west
13. Main Stregt Cemetery, Section 1, showing Weston family plot (#129) View facing esst
14. Main Street Cemetery, Section 9 showing Josiah Weston monument (#129) View facing esst
15. Main Street Cemetery, Section 9, showing Zenas Crane monument (#83) View facing northeest
16. Main Street Cemetery, Section 9, showing Crane family plot (#129) View facing northesst
Main Strest Cemetery, Section 8, showing Clow monument (#43) View facing northeest
Main Street Cemetery, Section 7, showing Bates and Hagar monuments View facing west
Main Street Cemetery, Section 2, showing chapd and receiving vault (1907) View facing
northeest
20. Main Street Cemetery, showing chapd interior View facing west

RN

(end)



MAIN STREET CEMETERY
DALTON, BERKSHIRE COUNTY, MASSACHUSETTS

(SECTIONS s”owN IN CIRCLES)
Scde 1 inch= 150 feet (gpproximetion only)
Baee mgp teken from:

North, Robat G. (Draftanan) Daton Canderies Shoving Veaan Grows WA Project -20918.
Spansored by Berkshire County Commissionars 30 Ot 1940.



Main Strest Cameery, Ddton, Massachusatts
Sde 1 inch=3125 fet
Sadtion 1, southem portion

North, Robat G. (Draftaman). Ddton Cardeies Showing Veeaan Graves WRA Project ii20918.
Soonsored by Berkshire County Commissonas 30 Oct 1940.



Man Stregt Cametary, Daton, Massachusdts
SHe 1 inch=3125 fet
Sadtion 1, middle portion

North, Robat G. (Draftaman). Daton Candeaies Shoning Veaeaan Graves WRA Project #20975.
Soonsored by Berkshire County Commissoners 30 Oct 1940.



Main Srest Camday, Ddton, Massachusdtts
SHe 1 inch= 3125 fet
Section 2, Sedtion 1, middle portion

144 141 171 172

North, Robat G. (Draftaman). Ddton Camdeies Showing Veeaan Graves WRA Project =209/5
Soonsored by Berkshire County Commissionas 30 Oct 1940.
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21 20 19

Man Sregt Cardeay. Ddton, Massschusdits
Scde | inch = 3125 fet
Sadion 3

44) 43

37

30
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18

13
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26

17

14
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39

28

27

North, Robat G. (Draftaman). Ddton Candeies Showing Veaan Graves WA Project H 20918,
Soonored by Berkshire County Commissionars 30 Oct 1940.









Main Street Cemetery. Dalton, Massachusetts
Scde 1 inch= 3125 feet
Section 7

North, Robert G (Draftsman) Dalton Cemeteries Showing Veteran Graves. WPA Project H20918.
Sponsored by Berkshire County Commissioners, 30 Oct 1940.






Man Stregt Camdery, Daton, Massachusdts
SHe 1 inch= 3125 fest
Sadtion 9, northem half

North, Robat G. (Draftaman). Daton Camaeaies Showing Veaeaan Graves WA Project f 20918,
Sponsored by Berkshire County Commissioners 30 Ot 1940









Main Strest Camdary, Daton, Massadusets
SHe 1 inch=3125 fegt
Sdtion 10, southem hdlf

North, Rabat G. (Draftaman). Ddton Candaies Showing Vaean Graves WRA Project n20918,
Soonsored by Berkshire County Commissonas 30 Oct 1940.









Man Srest Camday, Daton, Massachusets
Scde | inch = 3125 fet
Sadion 13, Sadtion 15, esstam hdf

North, Robert G. (Draftamen) Ddton Camaeaies Showing Vetaan Graves WRA Project (120918
Sponsored by Berkshire County Commissonars 30 Oct 1940.

5ECTION5 (Is"ANorta)



Main Street Cemetery. Dalton, Massachusetts
Scde linch = 31.25fet
Section 14, Section 15. northwestern comer

North. Robert G. (Draftsman). Dalton Cemeteries Showing Veteran Graves. WPA Project tf20918.
Sponsored by Berkshire County Commissioners, 30 Oct 1940.
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Beas F. W. County Atlas of Berkshire, Masssechusatts New York: R. T. White & Compary, 1876



Miller, D.L. Atlas of the City of Pittsfield, Berkshire County. Massachusetts. Including theIWage of
Dalton. New York: D. L. Miller & Company, 1893.



m DALTON CBMItTIIKr

Old recdving vauh (buih drca 1852), Main Strest Carndery, Ddton, Massachusetts From: Ficturesgue
Berkshire. Northanrpton, Massadhusatts Fiduresgue Publishing Compery, 1893, p. 94.

M,

77MS wnt ihr. nnimi.a; (o (lioMain Srnol Cr-nirim  in (L.,.I \mr,. T\w. nrthwtv (., nfr wt*w nuvU- of ,,.,,., 1 (17,/,.
by SS Ww.rinr of Piltsfield}

Man Strest Cargay fence (built drca 1872), Ddton, Massadhusats shown dirca 1906, From: Dalton
Bicentemnid Committee A Bicentennid Higtory of Ddton, Massachusetts  1784-1984. North Adams
Masssechusatts Excddor Printing Compary, 1984, p. 108,
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The Commonwealth of Massachusetts
William Francis Galvin, Secretary of the Commonwealth
M assachusetts Historical Commission

April 10,2000

Ms. Carol Shull

National Regiger of Historic Haces
Depatment of the Interior

National Park Service

Mail Stop 2280, Suite 400

1849 C Stret, NW

Woashington, DC 20240

Dear Ms. Shull:
Enclosed please fmd the following nhomination form:

Main Street Cametery, Ddton (Berkshire Co.) MA

The nomination hes been voted eligible by the State Review Board and hes been signed by the
Sae Higtoric Preservation Officer. The owners of the property were notified of pending State
Review Board consideration 30 to 45 days before the megting and were afforded the opportunity
to comment.  Two letters of support have been received.

Sincerdy,

Betsy Friedberg
National Regiger Director
Massachusetts Historical Commission

enclosure

cC: Mary Ellen Sheg, Chair, Ddton Historica Commission
Michelle Plourde-Barker, Preservation Consultant
Lawrence Gingras, Daiton Board of Sdectmen
Richard Ladd, Chair, Planning Board
Congressman  John Olver
"Smokey" Rickard, Daton Town Manager
Mary JaneCdiento
Marjorie O'Keefe

220 Morrissey Boulevard, Boston, Massachusetts 02125 «(617) 727-8470
' Fax: (617) 727-5128 -TDD: 1-800-392-6090
tviviv.state. ma. iis/sec/mhc



