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Architectural Statement (cont.):

deck of the steep hipped roof; round turrets at the corners of the tower pierce the
pyramidal roof. Double-hung windows fill the regularly-spaced rectangular windows in
the coursed rock-faced red sandstone walls; on the east side only of the third story,
semicircular transoms mark the location of the courtroom. The entrance is composed

of a short flight of concrete steps covered by a denticulated rectangular wood canopy,
with square corner columns of wood and round inner columns of polished granite. Dec-
orative cut stone panels decorate the face of the pavilion overhead; at the attic level,
the short open arcade with polished red marble columns is now glazed for protection.

" Inside the front entrance, the stair rising against the center pavilion retains its
steel treads, newels, and decorative railings. Walls and ceilings are generally of
painted plaster, and floors of terrazzo. Altered in 1971, the courtroom on the third
floor does retain the original oak railing and benches.

A small one-story brick addition (1965) to the rear contains the-jail (first floor)
and -other county offices (basement). - It is nearly invisible except at the back of
the site, and neither detracts from the integrity of the original nor adds to its
significance.

Significance: A towered, red sandstone building in the Richardsonian Romanesque mode,
the Monroe County Courthouse represents a period of construction. The design was the
work of Chicago architect Mifflin E. Bell (1846-1904). The Iowa native worked with
Alfred Piquenard on the construction of the Illinois Capitol during the 18705, and
later succeeded him as U.S. Superv1s1ng Architect in Washington durlng 1881-85.

Located in an open square in Sparta s civic and commercial d1str1ct, the three—story

building dominates the smaller-scale neighborhood. Its strong visual impact, evident
_antiquity, and local civic importance would make it the transcendent pivotal element .

in a potential hlstoric dlstrict in the neighborhood. :




