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7. DESCRI PTI ON

The Congregational Church of Great Barrington (1883) and its attached
manse/ parsonage and free-standing carriage house of 1884 (ML #s 169-171)
occupy a square 1.25 acre site on the east side of Main Street (Routes 7 and
23) in the heart of downtown Great Barrington at the corner of Pleasant

Street. Main Street is the primary north-south thoroughfare for the downtown
area, and is lined with retail establishments and several municipal
buildings. Just north of the property, across Pleasant Street, is the 1916

brick Georgian Revival Mason Library. O the opposite side of Main Street
from the church, flanking the foot of Elm Street, are a ca. 1850
Greco-ltalianate wood-frame house and another Georgian Revival brick
structure, the Great Barrington Savings Bank, built in 1950

In spite of the intrusion of a few modern commercial structures, the area
around the church has an unusually intact assemnblage of late-nineteenth and
early-twentieth-century civic and commercial architecture, including many two-
and three-story brick commercial blocks of the 1870s through 1890s. (e block
south of the church is the Great Barrington Downtown Historic District (a
local historic district), which includes the 1874 Town Hall, 1900 fire
station, and 1904-1905 Mahai we Theatre. Across Main Street from the theater
is the Chateauesque 1885-1887 Hopkins/ Searles Castle (NR 1982). The downtown
center is bounded on the east by the Housatonic River and on the west by the
Boston & Maine Railroad. Between them especially on the side streets, are
ntamerous md- to late-nineteenth-century wood-frame houses, boarding houses,
and two hotels invarious states of alteration. Most of the houses are of the
gable-front type with Gothic, Greek Revival or Italianate embellishment. Four
other pre-1920 churches are |ocated nearby, representing a variety of types
and styles, from the small 1883 wood-shingle Clinton AE Zion Church to the
maj estic High Gothic marble St. Peter's of 1911

Set back approximately 100 feet from Main Street, the church faces west over a
front lawn, as do itsnorth wing (a former chapel, now used for parish roons)
and attached manse. Next to the street, at the foot of the front walk to the
manse, is a low stone mounting block of 1884. Behind the manse at the
northeast corner of the property is a free-standing carriage house, itsdrive
opening north onto Pleasant Street. A narrow church parking area stretches
along the south edge of the property. The entire conplex of buildings is
built of locally quarried limestone, with slate roofs. In spite of the fact
that the church and manse were designed by two different architects, (WC
Brockl esby for the church, Peabody & Stearns for the nanse and carriage

(continued)
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house,) theassenblage i sa remarkably cohesive illustration of thelate
ni neteenth-century Ronmanesque style at itsheight, with theinfluence of the
English Revival taste evident i nthemanse and carriage house.

Church and Parish Hall

The First Congregational Church, as i ti sknown locally, isa long two-story
gable-roofed masonry structure, itslongitudinal nave flanked by

shal | ow-buttressed aisles extending along both sides. The ridge of the
steeply-pitched roof rises fifty-three feet fromtheground. Situated at the
church's southwest facade corner i sa five-story, 116-foot-high square tower
with flared pyram dal roof and entrances i nitssouth and west sides. A third
front entrance i slocated on theeast end of thechurch facade. At therear
of thenave i sa shallow eastward projection which houses the altar/chancel
area. A one-story shed-roofed kitchen, its18-foot southern sectionaddedi n
1907, abuts therear of thebuilding. Extending north from thesanctuary i s a
hi gh one-story gabled wing which was originally built for a chapel, and now

functions as theparishhall. | thas two cross-gabled entrances on the
facade, which project forward fromthemin plane of thefront wall, and are
joined by a double windowwall. [|tsmin roof ridge i scrowned by an

octagonal cupola.

The walls of the 1883 structure are of rock-faced blue-gray dolomte of local
origin. Part of thewall material, primarily i nthelower sections, renains
froma prior church of 1859, which burned i n1882. Matching stone for the
present church was cut from t he sane quarry as thematerial for the former
building. The entire 1883 structure stands on a stone foundati on and basenent
of limestone and blue dolomte remaining from t he 1859 church. The roof of
the church and parishhall i sa green Vernont slate; thesouth-facing slopes
were reslated i n1989. The church building has one exterior |imestone
chimey, which abuts thenorth end of t hechancel at therear of the
sanctuary.

In addition toitstraditional massing of nave, aisles, and
heavily-proportioned corner tower, ruch of thechurch's Romanesque character
cones fromitsfenestration and detailing. A fourteen-footrose w ndowof
blue cathedral glass fornms thefocal point of thewest facade; belowi tis a
line of four double round-arched w ndows. Al |l themjor openings i n the
church, i nfact, enploy theround Romanesque arch, echoed throughout by heavy
mol dings and trimm ngs, sone in brownstone, sone i na contrasting dolomte.

(continued)
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Both brownstone and dol om te band courses adda horizontal enphasis to the
tower andthe main facade. Portland brownstone i s also used for the copingat
the front andrear roofline, i nthe surround of the rose window, at the sills
of the facade windows, andi nthe weatherings of the buttresses. 1tscolor
contrast i snost enphatic i nfields of checkered imbrication at the nain gable
peak andi nthe surround of the clock faces i nthe fifth story of the bell
tower. The fourth story of the tower, where the bell islocated, has a large
round-arched | ouvered opening i neach side.

Rectangular multi-Iight sash windows illum nate the basement story along the
side elevations of the church. At the main story along each of the side
aisles are nine window bays (five onthe south, four onthe north,) containing
doubl e round-arched, tracery windows of multi-colored cathedral glass, two of
thempictorial. Above the roofs of the aisles, below the eaves of the main
roof, each side elevation of the nave has a band of ten double clerestory

wi ndows of pale blue andyellowcathedral glass. Al Il the glasswork was
executed by W J. MPherson of Boston, andi s i nexcellent condition. The
facade entries of both the church andnorth wing are fitted with paneled,
doubl e-1eaf doors. Those i nthe main church have wood- panel ed tynpani above;
the twointhewng are topped with quarter-circle glass lights.

Except for sone repainting over the years andthe enlargement of the
organ/choir loft, the interior of the sanctuary isi nconmpletely original,
wel | -preserved condition. The church itself isdivided into anarthex across
the west front with choir andorgan loft above, the long nave andaisles with
a seating capacity of 600, and at the east end, analtar andshallow chancel
area. Colonnades of round arches on foliate-capitaled colvimms support t he
clerestory. The roof support structure consists of a series of conplex
round-arched trusses of oiled southern pine, which spring fromthe clerestory
| evel above each set of colums. Four rows of purlins contribute a
longitudinal enphasis along the plastered ceiling. Thewall andceiling
surfaces of the church were originally covered with el aboratedecorative
frescoing andstencilwork, much of i ti ngeometric border designs. The large
recessed arch of the chancel, which today i s painteda solid color, was once
el aborately embellished with gold geometric motifs andbronze lettering. The
jambs of the windows are plastered up t othe window frames, andare finished
with chanfers andstops. Wod paneling, carved rails andstiles, andturned

bal ustrades formboth the curved front of the organ loft (its center section
was extended i n 1936) , andthe screen that separates the nave from the narthex
at the west endof the church. The bl ack wal nut pews are copies of those

from the 1859 church; the head of each seat i s punctuated with an ornanented

(continued)
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post andfine panel work, above which are balusters supportinga flutedarm
At the east endof the sanctuary is_asolid nahogany pul pit designed by t he

church's pastor of 1867-1886, the Rev. Evarts Scudder. |t is embellished with
panels andcarvings, anda carved inscription in Geek, meaning "the truth
shall make youfree." The lower section of the east wall behind the pulpiti s

wai nscoted i n panels of solid mahogony. A marble baptismal font in front of
the chancel was salvaged fromthe 1882fire, anddates t oca. 1813.

The west end of the church interior above the first story is domnated by one
of the most important organs i n New England, andthe largest in western

Massachusetts. | twas built in 1883, sinultaneous with the erection of the
church, by Hilborne L. Roosevelt of New York, the nost influential American
organ-builder of his time. |t enconpasses three stories of pipes, pneumatic

chests andair reservoirs. The case, of solid paneled andcarved mahogany and
ebony, was designed by London architect, GA Audsley. The front pipesare
now, as they were originally, paintedin gold.

The main interior space of the parish hall isilliomnated by a hip-roofed
dormer onboth the west andeast roof slopes. n the rear is a full-width,
shed-roofed section which houses a kitchen. Inspite of itsconversion early

in this century from a chapel, the parish hall retains virtually allits
original interior architectural features, including arched, decorative
rafters, tongue-and-groove wainscoting, pictorial stained glass, paneled
doors, andinterior shutters onthe smaller wi ndows.

Manse/ par sonage

Designed by the firm of Peabody and Stearns of Boston, the nmanse was conpl eted
in 1884, a year after the church. | tis connected tothe north vestibule of
the parish hall by a thirty-foot gable-roofed stone "cloister," or wal kway,
with wide, flat arches supported on square posts.- Thebuildingi s

two- and-a-half-and three stories, andblends Romanesque massing with elements
of the English Revival style. Itsstone wall fabric is alocal blue dolomte,
slightly darker incolor than the church, with small portions of the rear

el evations clad in clapboard andpatternedwood shingle. Like the rest of the
complex, this building has a rough-faced ashlar stone foundation, anda full
basement. I n contrast tothe green church roof, the roof of the manse is a
Vernont red slate. Typical of nmuch of the work done i n the 1880s by Peabody &
Stearns, the manse is abuilding of heavy, conplex nassing, displaying a
careful attention todetail. The nmain roof ridge runs parallel to Main

(continued)
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Street, with atall exterior stone chimey at either end. The facade is an
asymmetrical composition, the planes of it stwo-story north sectionbroken by
a large polygonal bayw ndow at the first floor andboard-and-batten dorner on
the front roof slope. The east half of the facade is three stories high, with
the main entry recessed under a deep fifteen-foot-wide stone archway, i ts
curve enphasized by stepped buttressing at the southwest corner of the wall.
A corresponding archway is cut inthe front corner of the south wall. Above
the main archway at the second story of the facade is a polygonal wooden oriel
bay wi ndow, the third story has a high wall gable trimmred with stone coping
and afinial atitsapex. n the south elevation of the building, infront of
a short two-story bay that connects with the cloister, is a shallow
second-story wooden bal cony. The west elevation of the main part of the manse
is spanned by an open wooden "piazza" supported onunfluted Tuscan col ums,
with a sinple wooden rail andbalustrade andstone foundation. Behind i tisa
one-and-a-hal f-story assenbl age of shed-roofed andcross-gabled sections,
including a second porch recessed under the roof of a one-story
kitchen/laundry ell. The porch retains a balustrade conposed of straight
balusters and a heavy rail curved upward at the ends. This is the same type
of railing that formerly adorned the main piazza, andwas used in two

bal coni es (nowgone)--one on the piazza roof andanother over the facade bay
wi ndow. The high north foundationwall of the el | slopes several feet beyond
the rear of the building toformthe west half of a stone gateway, ending ina
square post behind the kitchen entrance. The rear of the manse i s a
composition of many projections andavariety of surface materials. Alarge
cross-gabled section, two-and-a-half-storieshigh, projects east from the main
roof; it has a patterned-shingle gable, anda diagonal stone chimey at the
ridge. Abutting i tsrear wall is awde polygonal two-story bay with
patterned shingle at the second story. Between the bay andthe northeast ell,
under a shed roof, is a low one-story stone andclapboard conservatory, with
pitch-roofed, board-and-batten dorner above.

The Peabody & Stearns touch is nowhere nore evident than inthe architectural
detailing of this building. All sills, janbs, thresholds andsoffits of the
openings arefinely hammered stone. Copper cresting andflashing remin at
the roof. The taste for the English Revival is evident inthe fenestration,
nost of i tconsisting of multi-light over single sash, with some w ndows
paired or tripled. The main entry door of heavy, multi-paneled oak i s
four-feet wide andi s divided, "Dutch door" fashion, across the center.

The manse interior consists of entrance hall, parlor, library (minister's

(continued)
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study,) dining-room kitchen, pantry, andlavatory onthe first floor, six
bedroons with one-and-a-half baths on the second, andon the third, a bedroom
billiard- or playroom former bathroom andopen attic. The floors" of the
entrance hall anddining roomare oak; the others are of spruce, which was
originally mortared andpapered. Heavy beans of quartered oak adorn the
ceilings of both the entrance hall andlibrary. The large irregular

hexagon- shaped entrance hall has a profusion of oakpaneling initshigh

wai nscoting, interior doors anddoor janbs. At the broad stairway are turned
bal usters andsquare, tapered newel posts with carved roping ending ina
graceful pointed top. An oakandmarble fireplace is diagonally positioned
beside a broad archway that opens into a reception alcove at the southwest
corner of the building. Behind the alcove is the dining room which hasa
broad bay w ndow connecting t othe small rear conservatory, andthe small,
oak-finished library or mnister's study, which opens out onto t he
cloister/wal kway. The parlor, located at the front of the house north of the
entrance hall, is both finishedandfurnished inrosewod;, nmuch of itstrimi s
now painted.

At second story level, the woodwork of the main stairway, which turnsand
continues tothe third floor, domnates the center space. The interior finish
of the bedroons is as finely detailed as that of the first story, and includes
a variety of carved and mol ded mantel designs (now painted,) twoof them
fitted with Delft tiles.

Carriage house

Behind the nanse at the northeast corner of the property is a one-and-a-

hal f-story, hip-roofed carriage house, also designed by Peabody & Stearnsi n
1883- 1884, of the same materials andstyle as the manse. 1tsroof slopes are
pierced onthree sides by dormers. The facade dormer is the nost elaborate,
with a through-cornice hay door sheltered by a conical roof embellished with
exposed rafter ends. The main entrance of the carriage house, facing west
toward the manse, has a massive stone lintel. A heavy stone wall extends west
toward the house t oform the east half of the gateway t othe property. The
inside finish of the building, including the broad planks of the floor, isof
Ceorgia pine.

Mounting block

Oh the lawm in front of the manse, close tothe road, is a low cut-stone block
that was placed in positionin 1834 when the nanse was built. For decades i t

(continued)
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was used by | adies mounting anddismounting from their carriages.

Alterations.

There are extremely fewsignificant alterations anywhere i nthis conplexof
buildings. The church interior has been repainted, a stairway added i n the
narthex, andthe organ compass enlarged andconsole replaced--hence t he
ensuing extension of the front of theloft. The church kitchenwas extended
by eighteen feet across the rear of the chancel i n 1907, using identical stone
to that of the church. At about the same time the chapel was converted toa
parish hall; later a small |adies' roomwas inserted i nthe southernnost

gabl ed entryway. At the manse, roof balconies were removed from the bay

wi ndow andpiazza andthe piazza railing replaced. Qn theinterior, the
kitchen has been modernized, and sonme woodwork originally left unpaintedhas
been painted over. I ntheearly 1920's the upper floors of the carriage house
were converted t oclubrooms for the congregation's young people.

Archaeol ogi cal Description

Vhile no prehistoric sites are currently recorded onthe property it i s
possible that sites are present. Locational characteristics of theparcel
including well drained soils onaterracew thin 1000' of the Housatonic River
indicate the favorable criteria forprehistoric settlement and subsistence
activities. I naddition, nine prehistoric sites have been recorded i n the
general area (within onemile). |ngeneral, however, the potential for
significant prehistoric survivals i s |owbecause of the inpacts of church,
manse andcarriage house construction which cover much of the property. There
is alowtomderate potential forsignificant historic period survivals on
the property. Construction features andtrash areas may survive from the 1859
church or later 1883structure reportedly built onthe footprint of the 1859
structure. Historic period resources which pre-date these structures have not
been identified for theproperty.

(end)
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8. STATEMENT GF Sl GNI FI CANCE

The First Congregational Church of Geat Barrington, one of thetown's nost
prom nent |ocal landmarks, represents nearly 250years of continuous religious
gui dance by the Society of t he Congregational Church of Great Barringtonfor
both thetown andthesurrounding area along theHousatonic River. Integrally
tied tothefirst settlement of thecommunity, i tisstill theonly
Congregational church i nGeat Barrington. The Society has hada church on
this site i ntheheart of thetown center since theconstructionof it ssecond
church building here i n1812-1813. The present church, built i n1883, i s the
fourth andlast sanctuary of the 249-year-old society, andby far the grandest
it built. 1tisanextremely well preserved exanple of themture work of
architect WlliamC Brocklesby, who becane distinguished over the last
quarter of thenineteenth century as a designer of solid, stylish nmasonry
structures. Most noted for his college buildings, residences, andcivic
buildings, this i sone of only a handful of churches Brockl esby designed. Hi s
work here i sconplenented by thealnmst conmpletely intact parsonage/ manse and
carriage house. Built a year after thechurch, both of thelatter buildings
were designed by Peabody & Stearns of Boston, an architectural firm that
greatly influencedthecourse of Arerican architecture i nthelast decades of
the nineteenth century. Their work here also forms a stylistic juxtaposition
and a chronological link with thenearby work of another notable firm MK m
Mead andWite, who i n 1885 designed for themjor benefactress of the church,
Ms. Mry Sherwood Hopkins, the Chateauesque "Hopkins/Searles Castle," (NR
1982) twoblocks t othesouth. Thecentral role of Ms. Hopkins and her
famly i ntheconstructionof thechurch buildings i saprime exanple of the
type of philanthropythat shaped t hefaces of many towns i n western
Massachusetts i nthelatter part of thenineteenth century. The entire
church conplex, including the 1883 Roosevelt organ, thelargest of i tstypei n
western Massachusetts, retains integrity of location, design, setting,

mat erials, workmanship, feeling, andassociation. The Society of the
Congregational Church of Great Barringtonmeets Criteria A andCof the
National Register, aswell as Criteria considerationA at thelocal Ilevel.

Great Barrington, a town of 45 square mles, v/iith a populationof 7,000, i s
located i nthesouthwest corner of Massachusetts on t he Housatonic Riveri n
the hilly region of theBerkshires. The Boston & Maine Railroad passes
through thetown center, andthescenic Appalachian Trail winds throughthe
sout heast portion. Mich of thetown's |land i swooded, and devel opment i s
concentrated mainly at t he downtown center, thevillages of Van Deusenville

(continued)
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and Risingdale, andlinearly along the main throughroads. Great Barrington
was politically significant inthe regionearly inits history. | twas the
shire town of Berkshire County from 1761 t 01784, andmany of it sinhabitants
took part in Shays' Rebellionin 1786-1787. |In the eighteenthcentury'the
water power of the Housatonic andits tributary, the Geen River, was
harnessed for sonme small mills, andin the nineteenthcentury for several
larger facilities, including anironworks, woolen, cotton andpaper mills.
The town hada spurt of growth inthe mddle of the 1800s, when nany of the
houses of i t stown center were built.

Now bordered on the north by Housatonic, onthe east by Mnterey, southeast by
New Mar | borough, south by Sheffield, andon the west by Egrenmont and Al ford,
nost of the town's area was originally aterritory of the burgeoning western
border of the Massachusetts Bay Colony. Between 1722 and 1742nost of today's
Great Barringtonwas enconpassed by the territory of Upper Housatonic, between
Sheffield, (incorporated 1733,) and Stockbridge, (incorporated 1739.) I n
1742, the proprietors of Upper Housatonic, along with those ina stripof
territory called Lower Housatonic in the northernpart of Sheffield, were
enpowered to build a church andt oengage an orthodox minister. The next year
the twoterritories becane the North Parish of Sheffield, which in 1761 was
incorporated as the town of Great Barriitgton.

The Society of the Congregational Church of Great Barringtonwas gathered i n
1743.  The history of the Society, recently renamed the First Congregational
Church of Great Barrington, is closely intertwined with the devel opment of the
community fromitsinception as an eighteenth-century pioneer outpost to a
bustling nodern town. |In keeping with what was then a frontier comunity, the
first meetinghouse of 1743, a two-story wood-frane building on State Road i n
what i s nowthe Water Street Cemetery, vias small and hunble, but served as
both the spiritual andcomunity center for the struggling settlement on the
Housatonic. Town neetings were held inboth the first meetinghouse and its
successor until 1837, andthe Court of Gmmon Pleas and General Sessions of
the Peace met inthe first meetinghouse until 1765.

The Society's first settled pastor andnost notable minister was Sanuel
Hopkins, who served from 1743until his dism ssal over his abilities asa
preacher andhis views on church nmenbership andbaptismin 1769. A true
frontiersman himself, he participated with parties of scouts during the French
and Indian Wars. Wth Joseph Bellany, he was one of the twonost influential
disciples of Jonathan Edwards, andbecane nationally known in later years. He
has been proclaimed the first Congregational mnister inNew Englandto

(continued)
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denounce slavery. Hi sSystem of Doctrines, published in 1793, becane t he
basis of a school of ecclesiastical thought known as "Hopkinsianism'. His
substantial success in fostering philanthropicsocial attitudes found an
ironic fulfillment long after his death, when the generous gifts of the famly
of one of his descendants made possible the building of the present church
conpl ex.

In 1764 nenbers of an Episcopal parish in Great Barrington were no |onger
required t osupport the Congregational minister, andin 1791 fifty families
separated from the Congregational church toform areligious society of equal
| egal status t othe Congregationalists. As aresult of the removal of the
Epi scopal ians, coupled with long periods between settled ministers and
quarreling within the Society, toward the endof the eighteenth centuryt he
Congregational church declined andit sneetinghouse was abandoned, to be
ravaged by the elements anda resident flock of sheep. [In the beginning of
the nineteenth century, however, the church was rejuvenated under the Rev.
Elijah Wheeler. Thecivic andcomercial core of the town was then expanding
along Main Street, where several stores hadopened up, andin 1812-1813 t he
Congregational Society erected a newwood-frame church there too, on the
present site. The builder was local carpenter Capt. John Ford.

As was the case with the moving of the neetinghouse site, developments at the
church in the nineteenth century continued t oreflect changes in the townand
society at large. From 1830t 01861, for instance, the question of slavery
was denounced from the pulpit, though only quietly debated anong the
congregation. Tenperance was a nore hotly disputed issue by the 1840s. Great
Barrington sawconsiderable industrial expansion in the early decades of the
industrial revolution. By 1844there were twotanneries, nine factories, at

| east ten sawm |ls, amrble quarry, anda distillery operating in the town.
A major textile m Il was incorporated in 1850, anexisting ironworks greatly
enlarged in 1856, anda paper mill incorporated in 1862. The town center also
expanded rapidly, with rmuch residential constructionat md-century. Great
Barrington was also visited by vacationers who flocked to the Berkshires even
before the Civil War, lured both by the beauty of "the American Lake
District," as i twas then called, andby the society that had formed around
its illustrious group of resident poets and authors.

By the 1850s the church's congregation hadalso grown significantly. \hile
representing a cross-section of the town's population, i t nunmbered anongit s

(continued)
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menbers sone of the town's nore successful nmerchants andbenefactors, such as
wool en manufacturer Parley J. Russell, andlater the famly of WIliam
Stanley, inventor of the transformer for alternating current. |In 1859 t he
1813 church was replaced with a 60 by 108-foot stone Romanesque Revi val
sanctuary |arge enough t oseat 800, to which a side chapel and "l adies'
parlor" were added in 1879. The Society was active intown affairs during the
Civil War, anditsmnister, the Rv. Horace Wnslow, served as Chaplain of
the Fifth Regiment of Connecticut Volunteers. The growing denmands of wonen
were felt inthe church, andin 1874the society voted that there should be
wonen's suffrage at al | church elections, effectively ending the exclusive
power of a deacons and el ders.

After the war the Society andthe conmmunity both entered a periodof
prosperity. By 1880 Geat Barringtonwas fourth in population, at 4658, i n
Berkshire County. The church was now a wel | -established institution that had
the full support of the business andintellectual |eaders of the community.
Industry again expanded, while farmng declined, andby the turn of the
century Great Barrington hadbeconme the comrercial center of south Berkshire
County. Contributing by the 1870s t othe area's econony was al so an inmportant
breed of newconers--wealthy "summer cottagers,” nost from the New York area,
who began to build lavish summer residences inthe surrounding hills,
Attracted by the natural beauty of the area, the easy access from New York by
train, andthe presence of a sophisticated society that hadbeen gathering i n
the Berkshires since the pre-war literary period, this group of new
inhabitants dramatically changed the character of Lenox and Stockbridge, and

to a lesser degree Great Barringtonaswell. Fortunately for the local
comunities, many of the newresidents were generous philanthropists, who
utilized their fortunes t ofund schools, libraries, andother civic

i mprovenents.

In March of 1882the third church of the Society was destroyed by fire.
Several pieces of itsfurnishings were salvaged, andremain inusetodayi n

the present church andmanse. |In spite of the conplete devastation of the
building, duetothe fact that the foundation andnuch of the lower walls were
still usable, along with insurance coverage and generous donations from

parishioners andoutside friends, plans for a newchurch were accepted a nere
three nmonths later, andthe present church, with a chapel wing on the north
side, was dedicated on September 1, 1883. The building's architect was
Wlliam C Brocklesby (1841-1910). He hadstudied architecture under Richard
Upj ohn, and began his practice inHartford, Connecticut in 1878. He is best
known for his public andinstitutional architecture. He designed nmany

(continued)
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buildings inthe Hartford area, inparticular. Among his fewreligious
buil dings arethe Church of the Redeemer i nHartford, the early St. James
Church i n New Bedford, M\ (1879), and St. Mark's Church i n Adans, MA He
desi gned nunerous buildings inwestern Massachusetts, including Lilly Hall
(1886) at Smith College and the Forbes Library, both i n Northanmpton, t he
G/masitim and Rockefeller Hall for Mount Hol yoke College, andthe Kneel and
Menorial Chancel i n Lenox. Builders of the new church were Bartlett Brothers
of East Whately, Mass. under mason John Mullaly of Springfield and carpenter
DC Mather of Northanpton; the stained glass was nade i n Boston by WJ.
McPherson. The stone work was by A Budde & Go. of Hartford, with |imestone
cut fromthe sane quarry on M. Peter on South Main Street, Geat Barrington
that furnished the material for the 1859 church, thus affording an identical
match t othe re-used stone fromthe walls of that building. The brownstone
trim cane from Portland, Connecticut.

The building of both the 1883 church inits present form anda year laterthe
addition of its manse andcarriage house, were nade possible by the generosity
of a worman who has been called the "fairy godmother” of Great Barrington. As
weal thy, or wealthier, than nany of the summer "cottagers", M s. Mary Frances
(Sherwood) Hopkins had been born here, the daughter of Wlliam Sherwood, head
of a select school for girls. She was the widow of railroad magnate Mark
Hopkins, her cousin and a greatgrandson of the Rev. Sanuel Hopkins. Mark
Hopkins, with Colis P Huntington, Lel and Stanford, and Charles Crocker, had
been one of the "bigfour" railroad barons who devel oped the Central Pacific
Rai | road and acconmplished the 1869 Iinking of the east andwest coasts by

rail. Qn his death i n 1878, Ms. Hopkins, already wealthy i nher own right,
received three-quarters of his estate, estimated at between fifteen and fifty
million dollars. Although Ms. Hopkins nade her hone i n San Franci sco and was
apparently only a summer resident of Great Barrington for nany years, her
managenent of her considerablereal estate holdings, (cf.the 1885-1888

Hopki ns/ Searles Castle, NR 1982), andthe broad extent of her philanthropy,
along with that of other Hopkins family nmenbers, had a profound influence on
the town.

Ms. Hopkins donated $5,000 t othe rebuilding of the church, as did her
brother-in-1aw, Mbses Hopkins. Together the twocontributions were |argely
responsible for the high quality of the building's materials and t he
[avishness of its decoration. |naddition, M s. Hopkins' adopted son Tinothy
Hopki ns made a $40, 000 contribution, tobuild what was called at the time "the
finest andnost perfect" organ i nAnerica. Designed by prom nent

(continued)



United Satea Dgpartmat d the Interior
Nationd Pak Savice

Nationd Regde d Hidaric Places

Continuation Sheet The society of the Congregational Church of Great Barrington
Great Barrington (Berkshire County)
Massachusetts

Sedion numbe 8 Page 6

organ-builder Hilborne Roosevelt of New York, it was the third |argest
instrtoment of its type inthe United States, with 60 stops and 3,954 pipes.

Hi | borne Roosevelt, the nost influential American organ-builder of his day,
was known for his numerous technical innovations, many of which showthe
influence of European organ construction. H died in 1836 at the age of 37,
and inhislife built 358 organs. O the 34 remaining today, the Great
Barrington organ is the largest and the fifth oldest. H built into this
instrument several of his important innovations, including ventil stop action
wind chests, a pneumatic on each pipe, and adjustable combination action

Al though the entire organ was converted i n 1907 to electricity instead of the
original water motors, it was one of the first four instrumentsi nwhich
Roosevelt introduced electric action i nthe echo section, a technica
advancenent whi ch had nmade the Roosevelt Organ . display one of the

showst oppers of the 1876 Philadel phia Centennial Exhibition. N expense was
spared i neither the technical workings or the finishing of the organ. Its

el aborately carved cherry wood case was designed by the well-known London

desi gner, George A Audsley, and executed i n Roosevelt's factory. | n 1936 the
organ console was replacedby a larger one of nodern designbuilt by WIlliam
W Laws, Sr. of Beverly, Mass., which istonally the same as the origina
console. Inthe late 1930s, with the enploynent of a full-time director of
music, the church's musical program devel oped to a position of pre-eminence in
western Massachusetts. Today the organ i s still the largest pipe organin
western Massachusetts, and acconpanies the largest church choir in South
Berkshire County. Ever since its construction, concerts, and |ater
recordings, by prom nent musicians have taken place here, augmenting the
church's religious function with an important role inthe field of nusic and
the arts. For one of its first concerts, for instance, a special train was
run by the New Haven Railroad to bring people to hear the foremost organist of
the day, Frederic Archer. Recent concerts have included a joint 1977
performance by soprano Phyllis Curtin and organist Donald Paterson, and a
100th anniversary concert series by em nent organists i n 1983.

The Hopkins famly gifts of 1883 were far exceeded by Ms. Hopkins' donation
of the next year, of $100,000 for the manse and carriage house, which she
dedicated to the Rev. Samuel Hopkins. She acquiredthe house | ot just north
of the church to expand the property to its present dimensions, conpletely
financed the buildings, and decorated and furnished the manse. Mich of the
furniture she purchased remains i nuse and i nexcellent condition. Newspapers
of the time called the manse "the finest ecclesiastical residence in New

Engl and, grander even than the residences i n Boston of the Episcopal Bishop of

(continued)
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Massachusetts andthe Ronman Catholic Archbishop.”™ A controversial building,
the manse was also highly criticized for itslavishness and expense.
Architects for the manse andcarriage house were the prolific Peabody and
Stearns, anong the nmost sought-after designers of fashionable residences.
Their work included several of the neighboring "Berkshire cottages." Ext ant
buildings in the Geat Barrington/Lenox/Stockbridge area by Robert Stearns and
John Peabody include nearly a dozen houses, of which Charles Lanier's "Allen
W nden" of 1881 predates the church, andseveral other well-known mansions
such as "HE mCourt" and "Wndhurst" were built several years later.

The builders of the manse andcarriage house were McNeil Brothers of Boston.
Stone for their construction was taken from Ms. Hopkins' own quarry east of
the river on East Mountain, which was also tofurnishthe material for her
"Hopki ns/ Searl es Castle" of 1885-1888. The interior "decorators, painters,
and furnishers" for the nanse were Herter Brothers of New York, for whom
Edward P. Searles, Ms. Hopkins' future husband, was sales representative and
designer. Through M. Searles' interior design of both the Congregational
manse and the Searles Castle, as well as his later renovation of one of the
town's earliest houses andhis gift of the Searles High School, he too, had a
profound influence on late-nineteenth-century Great Barrington.

By the turn of the twentieth century, the Congregational Church begant o
expand into other community roles, joining onoccasion for services and
projects with other churches, andfunctioning as a community center. The
chapel was converted t oa parish hall, andin the 1920s club roons for boys'
clubs, girls" "WIling Wrkers," anda roomandkitchenette for the Young
Married People's Club, which performed many church maintenance projects, were
built in the upper floors of the carriage house.

The First Congregational Church will celebrate its250th anniversary in 1993.
Its designation t othe National Register will help with future fundraisingfor
the buildings, andcrown recent preservation efforts, such as those in the
1970s by the Music Committee andthe Organ Task Force which conducted a "Save
the Roosevelt" canpaign that saved the great Roosevelt organ from replacement
by anelectronic instrument.

Archaeol ogical Significance

Since patterns of prehistoric occupation in Great Barrington are poorly
understood, any surviving sites would be significant. Sites inthis areacan

(continued)
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contribute t oa greater understanding of prehistoric settlement and
subsistence in Western Massachusetts in general andinland portions of the
Housat oni ¢ drai nage.

Historic archaeological remains described above have the potential for
providing nore detailed informations in the 1859 church which burned in 1882
Construction features andtrash areas resulting from demolition of the burned
church may identify changes which occurred from the earlier church and it"'s
rebuilding as well as specific architectural features of the 1859 church.

(end)
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10. GEORAPH CAL DATA  cont.
Verbal Boundary Description

The boundary of the nom nated property i s shown as Lots 101 and 107 ont he
acconpanying detail of the Great Barrington Assessor's map. Sheet #19. This
is the property described i ndeeds filed with the Southern Berkshire Registry
of Deeds, Book 51, page 57, and Book 153, pages 641-642. Thetotal | ot area
is 1.25 acres.

Boundary Justification

The boundary includes the entire twoparcels of land belonging t othe Society
of the Congregational Church of Great Barrington. | tincludes the church,
manse, carriage house, 1884 nounting block, andland historically associated
with the property since 1812, when the second Congregational Church was built
here, andsince 1883when Ms. Mary F S Hopkins donated the northerly portion
for the building of the manse andcarriage house.
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Dedi cated Septenber 21, 1883

Lot of 1812 nowj oi ned by land
given by Mary Frances Sherwood
Hopki ns

Building of Manse gift of
M's. Hopkins, also

Hi |l borne L. Roosevelt Organ
gift of Timothy Hopkins

8 ' txTe’m™Mon - HC

FOLRTH and PRESENT BU LD NGS of the
Great Barrington First Congregational Church

Rebuilt on foundation and considerable anount
of the standing walls of third building

Blue/gray limestone andtrim of Portland, Conn,
brown stone, spire lowered to 110

W lliam Claiborne Brockelshy of Hartford, Conn,
was the architect of this building

Building Conmittee - John L. Dodge, president of
Mahawai we Bank, Parley A Russell, president
of Berkshire Wolen (., Rev. Evarts Scudder,
pastor, Charles J. Taylor, treasurer G eat
Barrington Savings and Dr. Sanuel Ganp

W J. McPherson, Boston, Mass. executed stained
glass andinterior fresco work
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June 29, 1992

Carol Shull

National Register of Historic Places
National Park Service

P.Q Box 37127

Washi ngton, DC 20013-7127

Dear Ms. Shull:
Encl osed youwill find thefollowing nom nationform

The Society of theCongregational Church of Great Barrington, 241 & 251 Main
Street, Great Barrington (Berkshire County), Massachusetts 01230.

The nom nationwas voted eligible bytheState Review Board and has been
signed by theState Historic Preservation Officer. Oaners were notifiedof
pending State Review Board consideration 30-75 days before themeeting and
were afforded theopportunity tocomment.

Sincerely,

Betsy Friedberg n
National Register Director
Massachusetts Historical Conm ssion

encl osure

cc: Barbara Syer, First Congregation Church of Great Barrington
James & Lila Parrish, Co-Chairs, Geat Barrington Historical Conmi ssion
Richard J. Louison, Chairman, Great Barrington Board of Selectnen
Anne McCarthy Forbes, Preservation Consultant

Massachusetts Historical Commission, Judith B. McDonougii, Executive Director, State Histonc Preservation Officer
80 Boylston Street, Boston, Massachusetts 02116 (617) 727-8470

Office of the Secretary of State, Michael J. CjOnnoUy, Secretary



