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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

Constructed in 1896, the Lightkeeper's House in Grand Marais is representa-
tive of the two story vernacular frame residence often labeled a "mechanics
cottage'". Where ornament is employed, it is usually undistinguished and sparse.
The ornament on the Lightkeeper's House is a sawtooth pattern of shingles
covering the entire second story and entrance portico. The first story is
covered in a narrow-lap clapboard; corners are finished by a narrow strip of
wood in lieu of a pilaster strip.

The Lightkeeper's House is essentially rectangular in plan, broken only
by a slightly projecting bay at the center of the longitudinal axis. The gable
roof is sheathed with slate laid in a diamond pattern. The foundation is of
concrete faced with a brick veneer.

The Lightkeeper's House presently serves as an historic house museum and
the headquarters for the Cook County Historical Society, It is well preserved.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Lightkeeper's House in Grand Marais, although unimposing architecturally,
is a significant survivor of the settlement along Minnesota's north shore during

the last decades of the nineteenth century.

dependence of communities such as Grand Marais on Lake Superior.

Further, it is indicative of the

Lighthouses were established along the shoreline between Duluth and the
Canadian border during the second half of the nineteenth century,
case of Split Rock Lighthouse, these lighthouses were placed in rugged location

to mark dangerous reefs,

As in the

Others, in Two Harbors and Grand Marais marked places

of refuge. The first lighthouse in Grand Marais was established in 1884,
Although reference is made to a lighthouse keeper's dwelling as early as 1886,
the building in question dates from 1896,

Today, the Lightkeeper's House serves Cook County as the headquarters

and museum for the county historical society.

Exhibits have been placed in the

building which depict settlement of the north shore, transportation on Lake
Superior, and the significant contribution of the fishing industry to this

region of Minnesota.
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