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CONDITION
Excellent Good Fair
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OneJ
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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The Wyman Tavern is a large 18th century colonial two and 
-7one-hk1li__s_tQr.y frame dwelling house with ftitch roof ana  - - 
central chimney, containing nine rooms, attic arid""pfartial 
"basement. To the north and south q/ its central portion 
one_-story ells were added in 1&22\S In the rear are carriage 
shed's". " A~ few'interior changes have been made since its 
erection in 1762 and some careful restorations were undertaken 
about 1925, yout the structure has been judged in an 
exceptional state of preservation and of significant 
architectural value. It contains hand-hewn timbers, an early 
triple run staircase, good Federal period paneling and seven 
fireplaces." Its shuttered windows are capped by pediments 
and the columned entry is of early Greek revival design. 
It stands on its original site, once the center of the town, 
and is among the oldest houses in the City of Keene and its 
most historic.

The property's frontage on Main Street is 105.5 feet, 
only 26.5 feet less than its original layout by Massachusetts 
authorities in 1733; its sourherly line is 318.5 feet; the 
rear line is 110.5 feet and the northerly line 320.5 feet.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNl FICANCE ^/

Built ii^.1762 by Capt. lassc Wyman, 
Indian Wars, "Ye excellent Inne of Captain 
was an important local institution for 30 ye

Dartmouth __ Co liege trustees under Pres. Eieazar Wheelock 
held their first "meeting in the northeast parTo'r on 

_CLC. t Q_ b e r_ 2 2, 17 7 0. - -
Ca^tain_ Wyrnan,_on April 22, 1775 led 29 minute-men on 

their march to Lexinston from the front yard of his^-tavern.
John Prentiss, ^principal printer and publisher in Keene 

for 74 years, boarded here upon his arrival in 1799 to ^ 
establish the New Hampshire Sentinel, the no'ffth" "oldest 
newspaper in America to operate continuously under its 
original name. /

Rev. Zedekiah Smith Barstotw>xYale 1813, last minister 
settled by the town, made his hime here for 55 years, from 
1818. A champion of all good works, Rev. Barstow served on 
the school committee for 50 years, led in the formation of 
Keene 1 s first co-educational secondary shcool, "Keene 
Academy," in 1836, and established the region's leading 
theological library of some 700 volumes in 1830. The 
minister also taught a private school, and the most 
celebrated scholar educated in the building was Salmon 
Portland Chase, Governor of Ohio, Senator, Secretary of the 
Treasury in Lincoln's cabinet and Chief Justice of the U.S. 
Supreme Court.

Special celebrations honoring the 50th anniversary of the 
ordination of Rev. Bars tow and the golden wedding of the 
pastor and his wife were held in this house, in 1868.

In 1897 the Ashuelot Chapter of the D.A.R. dedicated 
their first local historical marker here to honor Keene f s 
rninute-men.

The Cheshire County Dartmouth Alumni Association in 1935 
unveiled a marker commemorating the birth of Dartmouth r. 
College's administrative history here, and recognizing 
Rev. Z.S. Barstow who was a college trustee for 37 years.

In 1968 a group of citizens formed the Foundation for 
the Preservation of Historic Keene, Inc., acquired the "Tavern1,' 
and leased the property to the Historical Society of Cheshire 
County, Inc., to be maintained as a "period house and museum."

Cn October 22, 1970 Dartmouth College trustees held an
anniversary meeting in the same room as their first gathering 
Qconta.) oo
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LATITUDE LONGITUDE

Degrees Minutes Seconds Degrees Minutes Seconds

42 ° 55 - 31   72 ° 16 - 45 -
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tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 
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200 years before, a unique event in American collegiate history
and the climax of Dartmouth's bicentennial celebration,

9. (contd.)
Marjorie Vhalen Smith, Historic Homes_of_Cheshire 

County, (Keene, N.H.: 1968), 37-38.———————————
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