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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The E.T. Archibald House is located in Dundas, Minnesota, on the southwest 
corner of Second Street and Hamilton Street. It was built on the 1860s by Lorenzo 
Hamblin, E.T. Archibald, the prominent Minnesota miller, occupied this house 
from 1867 until 1885.

The house is a two story frame structure of simple Greek Revival style. 
Originally the house had a service wing and a servants quarters but today only 
the main portion of the house remains.

The frame barn where the horses and carriages were kept is also found on 
the property. It remains in its original form.

Arthur Terry, the present owner, has maintained the house in a good state 
of preservation.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The E.T. Archibald House is significant as being the house in which E.T. 
Archibald, the prominent Minnesota miller, lived in during the years of the milling 
revolution. It was constructed by Lorenzo Hamblin.

The Archibald house was occupied by the E.T. Archibald family from 1867- 
1885. After living here they moved to Northfield.

The Archibalds had the reputation of being among the best in the milling 
business. A staff correspondent of the Northwestern Miller, March 24, 1876, 
talked about Archibald as "The man or firm who takes the leading place among the 
flour makers of this country or of the world."

Even before the new milling process was introduced in 1871 Minneapolis 
millers went down to Dundas to look at the Archibald Mill. The flour made by 
the Archibalds, because of the great care that was taken in its manufacture, 
came to be recognized as the best in the United States. His flour surpassed 
Minneapolis flour $1.00 or more per barrel in the New York and Boston .markets. 
It came to be known as "Dundas straight1?.

Being a progressive miller, J.S. Archibald imported three barrels of 
Scotch fife wheat from Canada. This seed developed into the No. 1 hard spring 
wheat that revolutionized wheat farming in Minnesota.

Up to 1860 most of the wheat grown in the United States had been soft 
winter wheat, but spring wheat was suited to the soil. Hard spring wheat had 
flinty qualities and high middlings content. Under the low grinding process 
used before 1870, this wheat was difficult to use, since its hardness caused the 
mash to heat and its thin brittle bran filled the flour with specks.

Archibald attacked this problem. His stones were run at a lower speed. 
Instead of low grinding the stones were set high so as to simply crafck the 
kernelr-at the first grinding. In addition to reducing the kernel to flour at 
one grinding it was put through several grindings. It was the purpose of this 
process to make middlings the most valuable part of the product. Gluten, 
a product of the wheat, lies in the hard exterior of the kernel just beneath 
the bran covering, and therefore is found in the middlings. Gluten, which 
not only gives bread its rising quality, is also very nutritious. Archibald 
recognized the importance of using middlings, whereas in the old process they 
were a thing to be avoided.

(see continuation sheet)
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Archibalds 1 firm was one of the first to introduce middlings purifiers 
in the early 1870s. These made it possible to produce flour by the new process 
on a large scale. The middlings purifier, with its horizontal shaking screen 
and air blast for cleaning and separating the middlings, perserved for regrin4ing 
the best portion of the wheat.

Archibald was first to manufacture and market patent flour towards the close 
of 1871. It was known as "Archibald extra". Its manufacture as a regular grade, 
making spring wheat rise in price above winter wheat, was justified because of 
the success of this flour in the eastern markets.

Although Archibalds' Mill was among the leaders in the milling industry, 
competition became strong. E.T. Archibald had to make further improvements in 
the milling process. Mr. Archibald became aware of the superior work of rollers, 
instead of millstones, and in 1879 the mill was remodeled on the roller system. 
Under the roller system more wheat could be produced in less time while still 
maintaining its fine quality. Archibald was one of the first to use the roller 
system in its entirety.
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