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Location a College Stieet-

Construction Date 1898

ARCHITECTURAL DESCRIPTION

Set back on a generous lot overlooking Main Street, the Blackburn House is a two-and-
one-half-storys asymmetrically massed,woodframe house, presently faced with aluminum
siding that covers its original weatherboard walls. The building is raised above
grade on a stone foundation wall and is capped with a steeply pitched hip roof with
cross gables. A one-story, shed-roofed porch supported by box columns carrying a plain
frieze with shallow overhanging cornice spans the facade and a triangular pediment with
dentiled fascia surmounting a segmental arch articulates the porch access, framing the
house's double Teaf with single transom entrance. Directly above the principal entrance,
a single-bay, second-story balcony projects from the facade under a gable roof with
raking cornice and imbricated shingles and cornice board embellishing its gable end;
the balcony is supported on turned columns terminating in square piers and plain sawn
balusters comprise the balcony rail. Also noteworthy is the treatment of the front
cross gable end. Emphasized by its raking cornice and cornice board, the peak of the
shingle-faced gable end undulates and two narrow attic windows are set back under this
projection. The north elevation of the house features a gable-roofed chamfered bay.

STATEMENT OF SIGNFICANCE

Built in 1898, the Blackburn House is a significant feature in the progression of
architectural styles and forms displayed in the Canehill townscape. The home of _
Dr. Thomas Welch Blackburn, a charter member of the Washington County Medical Association,
the house represents an important transitional phase of late-nineteenth-century architec-
ture incorporating elements of the Queen Anne style with references to the burgeoning
Colonial Revival, unique in the immediate area. The building's rambling asymmetrical
proportions and plan, its second-floor balcony, and imbricated-shingled gable ends

recall the Queen Anne style while its distinctive hip roof and nearly symmetrical

front porch refer to the growing turn-of-the-century interest in the Colonial Revival.
Local tradition indicates that this house is the work of the same contractor that was
responsible for the articulate Queen Anne esthetic of the John Edmiston House (1896, CH-2).

Verbal Boundary Description Block 1, Kirby Addition, Lots 2, 3 and 4

Acreage less than one acre

Quadrangle Name Lincoln, Ark. Quadrangle Scale 1:24000

UTM Reference

Zone 15 Easting 374 020 Northing 3974 710
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