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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL. APPEARANCE

The Cornish House has a symmetrical facade. An elaborate cupola is 

directly above the entrance of the three-story brick structure. Windows 

on the first two levels are tall, arched, and have white circular labels. 

The third level has a mansard roof and dormer windows. The mansard roof 

is asphalt-tiled and the roof-ribs are defined by white trimmings. Wood 

trims on the front veranda carry on the shape of the arched labels. The 

south porch, however, has gingerbread trimming of the Eastlake style.

There are a total of fifteen rooms in the house. The ceiling on the 

first floor is thirteen feet high. Floors are bordered with parquet wood­ 

work. There are four fireplaces, one of pink marble being especially ob­ 

tained for the house. The Cornish family occupied the house until 1911, 

after which the house was converted into apartments,and the interior exten­ 

sively remodeled. A three-story addition was built on the west over the 

years. No effort was made, however, to carry over the same architectural 

style of the mansion. The property is now owned by the Grace Bible Insti­ 

tute and rented out to students. The building is in good physical condition
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TATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Cornish family may be traced back to Cornwall, England. In 

1692 Samuel Cornish came to Plymouth Massachusetts, and married Susannah 

Clark, granddaughter of Thoams Clark, mate of the Mayflower. Joel N. 

Cornish was born May 28, 1828. He graduated at the State Normal School 

at Albany and studied law at Utica and Rome, New York, in the office of 

Roscoe Conkling. He was admitted to the bar and began practice at Iowa 

City, Iowa, in 1855. In 1859 he settled at Sidney, Iowa, and soon es­ 

tablished a reputation as a successful lawyer. In 1862 he was appointed 

draft commissioner for his congressional district, with the rank of 

lieutenant colonel of calvary. Later he was commissioned by Abraham 

Lincoln as colonel of Iowa cavalry. In 1877 he organized the First 

National Bank of Hamburg, Iowa.

Colonel Cornish moved to Omaha in 1886 and became president of the 

National Bank of Commerce and became associated with other business 

enterprises as well. He was self-reliant, independent in thought and 

character, and successful in his undertakings. Colonel Cornish married 

Miss Virginia Raymond, of Cuba, New York. Their children were Ada, who 

married Mr. J. H. Hertsche; Anna, who married Mr. J. M. Metcalf, of 

Lininger & Metcalf Company, Omaha; AlbertJ., of Lincoln, Nebraska; and 

Edward J., of Omaha. Joel N. Cornish died June 7, 1908.
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Significance (cont'd) page 2 of 2

The Cornish house was built in a period when Omaha was witnessing an 

influx of cultured Eastern families, who brought with them wealth, profes­ 

sional skills, and business acumen. Homes in this period were compact and 

solidly constructed. They were often designed by Eastern architects who 

transplanted literally design forms of European origins but used exterior 

detailing of somewhat more elaborate millwork. The Cornish House displays 

an almost pure French Second Empire style. The front veranda was the first 

manifestation of American taste in residential architecture. There is a 

lack of classical detail from the chimney, as differed from the French 

tradition.

Few American cities are without houses in the Second Empire style, which 

got a hold in domestic architecture in the mid 1850's. Most are Americanized 

in a sense similar to the Cornish House. Many, as a consequence of the archi­ 

tect's deference to practical requirements or to a taste for the picturesque 

(or both), are asymmetric in their massing.
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