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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

Number of Stories: Basement plus 2\ stories. 

Number of Bays; The west (front) elevation is 5 bays wide. 

Shape of Plan: The building is -rectangular in plan. 

Foundation: The foundation is constructed of cut stone blocks

Wall Construction: The walls are constructed of ..brick. A 
brick pilaster is located at each corner of the structure. 
The window and door sills and lintels are made of cut stone.

Structural System: Load-bearing masonry.

Roof; The building has a gable roof sheathed with slate.

Dormers: Gable dormers are located along the north and south 
sides of ttie "roof." They were added in the l880's.

Chimneys: The building has four brick end interior chimneys 
dating from the l880's.

Porches: The visually dominant feature of the Pollett House 
is the large entrance portico with its colonnade of five 
hollow, wooden, fluted Ionic columns supporting a shallow 
"unornamehted entablature. A balcony stretches across the 
front elevation at the second story level. A smaller one 
story portico is located at the north side entrance of the 
building,' - - : -

Cupola: The central, flat-roofed cupola was also added in the 
IbtfOVs.
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The Follett House was built in l8iQ.,_by Timothy Follett, 
prosperous Burlington developer and former3ounty judge. 
Pollett later became president of the Rutland Railroad. 
He lost the house, along with his personal fortune, when 
the road went bankrupt in the early 1850's. The house 
was bought by Henry R. Campbell, superintendent of the 
rival Central Vermont Railroad in 1853. In 1865 the 
building again changed hands. The new owner was Dr. B. 
S. Nichols, Burlington industrialist. The Nichols were 
the last family to occupy the building. Prom l8^5_jfco_ 
present Pollett House has had a long succession^ST"~~ 
institutlonal.owners. The Veterans of Foreign Wars, who 
currently use the building as their clubhouse, bought the 
structure in the late 19^0 f s. The house is located on the 
'fringe of an urban renewal area and sits amid the rubble- 
strewn expanses which once formed the lake front district 
of Burlington.

Significance:

Pollett. House is one of_jbhelas_t remaining great lake front 
mans.ions- in Burlington. It is an outstanding surviving 
example of the work of architect Ammi B. Young, designer 
of the Vermont State House in Montpelier. The building is 
also one of the finest Greek Revival structures in the 
State, Although there are no definite plans for its 
destruction,ibecause of its proximity to the urban renewal 
area, the Follett House is considered to be in danger by 
the Burlington "Mayor's Committee on Historic Preservation." 
The structure has outstanding adaptive-use potential and 
could be a significant feature in a "redeveloped" Burlington 
waterfront.
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