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Q District jp Building

D Site Q Structure

D Object

Public 

Private 

Both

Public Acquisition: 

|| In Process 

| | Being Considered

|£] Occupied 

[~1 Unoccupied 

Q Preservation work 

in progress

Yes:

g] Restricted 

Q Unrestricted

a NO
PRESENT USE (Check One or More as Appropriate)

[ I Agricultural

| | Commercial

| | Educational

I | Entertainment

Q3 Government 

I | Industrial 

(~) Military 

I| Museum

Q Park

j£] Private Residence

n Religious

| | Scientific

I | Transportation 

D Other (Specify)

[~~1 Comments

OWNER'S NAME:

Mary O'Brien G-ibson (Mrs. John
STREET AND NUMBER:

Ii830 Glenbrook Road- N. W.
CITY OR TOWN:

Washington D,....C, 2QQ1A

COURTHOUSE, REGISTRY OF DEEDS, ETC:

Dearborn County Courthouse Recorder's office.
STREET AND NUMBER:

_______High Street
CITY OR TOWN:

Indiana 029

TITLE OF SURVEY: ^ap superimposed upon Government topographical 
map was made from description shown in recorded deed.
DATE OF SURVEY: Federal State | | County Loca

DEPOSITORY FOR SURVEY RECORDS:

STREET AND NUMBER:

CITY OR TOWN:
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CONDITION
Excellent CD Good Fair

(Check One) 

Deteriorated CD Ruins CD Unexposed

(Check One) 

Altered Q Unaltered

(Check One) 

CD Moved jJiH Original Site

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

"Veraestau" (from the Latin: spring, summer and autumn - 
no winter) lies ij.27.lj. fefct above the Ohio River, just below a 
sharp bend, causing the river suddenly to run southeast. The 
bend and high elevation allow a sweeping view of the lowlands 
of Kentucky, the cities of Aurora and Lawrenceburg, and an up- 
river view of Ohio. Southeast is the ancient Holman oak - 
5-1/2 feet in diameter now, a small tree when the original 
log house was built by Jesse L. Holman in 1810. The present 
GTJSLek Revival structure was build in four periods, and the 

~i5tnnpie"ted structure lies at the end of a winding pin-oak 
lined drive. To the left of the entrance is an Indian mound. 
Many arrowheads picked up on the hill indicate the presence 
of Indians who inhabited the site prior to Holman's arrival 
in 1810. To the right of the driveway is a stable and carriage 
house build in_Jl937, designed by architect Jolto1^ianry"'T)e'e^E;*'""'x 

- tromatch the style of the main house, behind^whlch is the 
Holman graveyard site and the remains of the kiln where the 
bricks were baked for the 1810 structure.

The first house built in_JjllQ ..was a two-story log cabin 
to which was added the same year a one-story, two-room addition 
of homemade brick. The log cabin burned in 1838, leaving the 
brick part. After the fire,_A.110u,Hamilton, son-in-law of 
William S. Holman, built the Greek Revival structure, incor- 
T^tnrarWng^tr'3!!!^ the original, brick building. The Greek 
Revival style was at this time reaching the former Western 
Reserve, and Alien built his new house in this manner. The 
river entrance had a simple wood portico, comprised of four 
square wooden columns, supporting a flat architrave and cor­ 
nice with simple Doric detail. The portico leads into a 
central hall with the rooms balanced proportionately off the 
hall. A door was cut through to the original brick structure 
incorporating it into the new house. From the interior mold­ 
ing detail, typically flat and rather heavy around the interior 
doors and windows, plus the wide facias of the mantels, we can 
see that the house was pure in its detailing and grand for this 
still primitive country. 3j3LJL£13 Miss Margaret Vance Hamilton, 
Holmants granddaughter, commTsIfo'ned the building of the two- 
sjtpry addition on the west side. Her cousin, the Cleveland 
a~rchiteVt, «^ copied the proportions 
of the 1838 ttotjse^al^^ However, two 
sleeping porches were added over the front porticoes which, on 
the original house, somewhat changed the character of the 1838 
portico. In,.,122J Cornelius O'Brien added a three-room brick 
addition to "tne T913 west wing. He had his architect, John 

keep the new addition in style and proportion 
original 1810 brick rooms, facing them across the 

paved courtyard. As Veraestau stands today, it reflects the 
architectural growth of an early pioneer cabin through the 
classic revival through eclectic additions to its present 
state of beauty and elegant simplicity,.
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(53 Historic 
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(3 Architecture 
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The historical significance of Veraestau arises from the 
intermingling of two important considerations. One is the 
house itself - an excellent and well preserved example of 
Indiana and Midwestern houses which had humble beginnings in 
the pioneer era, then with additions from period to period it 
became a large and attractive structure. It is possibly the 
oldest such residence surviving in Indiana, still including a 
brick portion built several years before Indiana became a 
state. Its manner of growth has given Veraestau a composite 
architecture with the aspects of Federal, Greek Revival and 
vernacular styles represented. ?h"e~reTIs Historical symbolism 
in the fact that it overlooks the Ohio River, Indiana's chief 
trade artery in the pioneer era, and affords a commanding view 
of Kentucky, an older commonwealth which contributed gener­ 
ously to the people and institutions of the infant Hoosier 
State.

Of even greater significance, however, is the role resi­ 
dents of and visitors to Veraestau have played in the local, 
state and national history. The original builder of Veraestau, 
Jejse^J^J.oJjnsn, studied law in the office of Henry Glay at 
Zexington, Kentucky. While Indiana was still a territory, 
Holman settled on the north bank of the Ohio, became a lawyer, 
laid out the nearby town of Aurora and, in 1816, was a dele­ 
gate to the convention which wrote Indiana's first state con­ 
stitution. From 1816 until 1830 he served on the state's 
supreme court, while during the years 1835 and 181^.2 he was 
Federal District Judge of Indiana. At various times he was 
prominently mentioned for the office of Governor and United 
States Senator. He helped organize the Indiana Historical 
Society; was one of the founders of Franfclin College and gave 
much time to advancing temperance, missions, the Baptist Church 
and elementary education. He was the state's first resident 
novelist and, as Elmer Davis pointed out, was the first (and 
certainly the lastl) to burn his novel publicly, as he felt 
it had a bad influence on youth.



See continuation sheets.

LATITUDE AND LONGITUDE COORDINATES 
DEFINING A R EC T AN G L E .LOG A TIN G THE PROPERTY C
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CORNER LATITUDE LONGITUDE

Degrees Minutes Seconds Degrees Minutes Seconds

NW 39 °02 '35 " 81|. ° 34- '21 • 
NE 39 °02 '50 - 84 ° 53 '39 " 
SE 39 °02 -23 - 81+ ° 53 ' 23 - 
sw ^9 ^02 -08 • 8li ° Slj. • 09 -

LATITUDE AND LONGITUDE COORDINATES 
1 DEFINING THE CENTER POINT OF A PROPERTY 
, OF LESS THAN TEN ACRES
1

LATITUDE LONGITUDE

Degrees Minutes Seconds Degrees Minutes Seconds 
o . . o • "

APPROXIMATE ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY: T_|j_8 26

|LIST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES

STATE: CODE

Indiana 18
STATE: CODE

STATE: * CODE

STATE: CODE

COUNTY CODE

Dearborn 029
COUNTY: CODE

COUNTY: CODE

COUNTY: CODE

NAME AND Tl TLE:

Mary O'Brien Gibson (Mrs. John T. )
ORGANIZATION DATE

Owner
STREET AND NUMBER:

lj.830 Glenbrook Road f N. W.
CITY OR TOWN:

Washingtoniiiiiiiitiiiii;pi;;iiiiiii;^
As the designated State Liaison Officer for the Na­ 
tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 
89-665), I hereby nominate this property for inclusion 
in the National Register and certify that it has been 
evaluated according to the criteria and procedures set 
forth by the National Park Service. The recommended 
level of significance of this nomination is: 

National Q State jjg Local Q

Title State Liaison Officer

Date September 19, 1972

STATE CODE

D. G. 20016

I hereby certify that this property is included in the 

National Register.

Chief, Office of Archeology and HistoAc Preservation

™/ik^L6<
Date ^*J • J f / ^
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8. STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE (Cont'd.)

William Steele Holman, son of Jesse L. , was born at 
Verasstau in 1822. He too became a lawyer and was a member of 
the convention of l8$l. (Another delegate was Alien Hamilton 
who made the Greek Classical addition to Veraestau in the l830 f s. 
Though a Democrat, William S. Holman was an especially devoted 
supporter of the Union in the Civil War era. Between the l850 f s 
and 19QO, he served thirty years in the lower House of Congress, 
a record which still stands. Known as "the Watch-Dog of the 
Treasury" for his emphasis on federal economy, he was a vigor­ 
ous advocate of states rights and civil liberty. In l881j. the 
New York Sun boomed him for the Presidency.

In the twentieth century, Edith Hamilton, who authored 
distinguished books on Greek History and Mythology, wafc made an 
honorary citizen of Athens, Greece. Alice Hamilton, who pion­ 
eered an American industrial medicine, became the first woman 
on the Harvard medical faculty. Granddaughters of Alien Hamilton 
these women spent their formative years at Veraestau. Holman 
Hamilton, great-grandson of Alien Hamilton, wrote a biography of 
Zach?ry Taylor, as well as other nationally known books. Cor­ 
nelius O'Brien, also a descendant of pioneer families, preserved 
and added to Veraestau. He also helped to bring about the 
restoration of the White-water Canal; served on a variety of 
state, historical and educational boards and was the Democratic 
nominee for the United States Senate in 19i|4.

For more than a century and a half, the Holmans, Hamiltons 
and O'Briens, and their visitors, have made Veraestau of con­ 
tinuing importance in local, state and national life.
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