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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL ("if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE
I***'

The Keys property near Laurel Bloomery in Johnson County, is 
located directly on Highway 91, which runs north and south. On 
the west side of the road is the one-story log store building, 
while across the highway is the farm complex, dominated by a two- 
story frame dwelling.

The log store building is basically a double-pen structure but 
without a chimney. It is rectangular with a pitched roof", gable 
ends, and a small loft area. On the front or east side of the 
building are four openings, two doors and two shuttered windows, 
which are nine-over-six.

Interior walls of the two rooms are covered with beaded paneling.

Across the road is the farm complex consisting of several buildings 
of varying dates in the late nineteenth century. The farmhouse is 
a two-story rectangular white frame structure with brick end 
chimneys, a circa 1920 porch across the front, and additions to 
the rear. It is a typical farmhouse with large, comfortable 
rooms. Behind the house are two outbuildings, a log loomhouse 
and a clapboard smokehouse, both predating the main dwelling. 
To the north of the yard, which is enclosed by a white picket 
fence, are the farm buildings including a woodshed, a barn, and 
other frame buildings.

The present owner of the property has a sizeable tract of land, 
• - but it -has been- divided by the highway and the selling of small

acreage. Within view of the property is the recently established 
: Trofo Mountain Stoneware factory, successful manufacturers of 
pottery.
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During the nineteenth century, it was not unusual for Tennessee 
farmers to combine farming with supplementary commercial interests 
or the practicing of craft skills. The Keys property is an 
example of one such man, "farmer" Nathaniel Morrison, who in the 
late^nineteenth century was also "merchant" Morrison, operating 
a store on the road between Abingdon, Virginia, and Mountain City, 
Tennessee.

Much of the information about Nathaniel Morrison was obtained 
from his granddaughter, who is the present owner of the property, 
and who, in turn, heard her mother describe her childhood years 
on the farm. Morrison was born in North Carolina, but moved to 
Virginia before settling in the Laurel Bloomery, Tennessee, area 
circa 1866. He died in 1907 at the age of 71. • '

Morrison T s daughter remembered the srtore operating in the log 
building by the early 1870 T s, at which time she taught it was 
the only store on the road between Abingdon and Mountain City. 
The family first lived in a log house, but this burned in., the 
early 1870 T s. They then moved to another log structure across 
the road until the present frame dwelling was completed, either 
on or near the foundation of the original log building. The log 
loomhouse and the clapboard smokehouse, as well as the store 
building, date from the earlier period, although the exact time 
when they were built is unknown. A log barn was also standing at 
that time, but it was replaced about the turn of the century.

The store changed hands several times during the late nineteenth 
century, and by the early twentieth century, was no longer in 
operation. The building has been vacant, but cared for. In the 
early 1960 T s, the now highly successful Iron Mountain Stoneware 
factory used the store building as its first office until comple­ 
tion of their nearby plant. Farming apparently proved more lucra­ 
tive for Nathaniel Morrison and his family because the farm has 
been in continuous operation since the late nineteenth century.
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Records of present owner, Miss Cettie Keys
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As 'the designated State Liaison Officer for the Na­ 
tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 
89-665), I hereby nominate this property for inclusion 
in the National Register and certify that it has been 
evaluated according to the criteria and procedures set 
forth by the National Park Service. Trie' recommended 
level of significance of this nomination is:
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I hereby certify that this property is included in the 

National Register.
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