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Bull Pasture is a large grassy basin located at an altitude of about 3,100 feet 
in the Ajo Mountains near the eastern boundary of Organ Pipe Cactus National 
Monument. There is a spring at the northern part of the basin, besides several 
natural tinajas that provide water. Surrounding the grazing land and rising 
abruptly is a steep, rocky decline that served to confine livestock once kept 
there.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Bull Pasture is a significant location identified with prehistoric Indian occupation 
and with the early cattle ranching industry in the Arizona border country. It was 
also the site of a military occupation by armed Mexican refugees and of a post for 
American troops during the Mexican border crisis period from 1915 to 1917. Bull 
Pasture is of local historical significance.

The Mexican name for Bull Pasture is "Tinajas de los Torres" ("Watering Tanks of the 
Bulls"), or "Los Portreritos" ("Little Pastures"). The site has long been the scene 
of human habitation and has bequeathed archeological evidence suggesting extensive 
use by Indians. In the early 1900s two men named Hubsteader and Powell wintered 
their cattle at Bull Pasture where there was abundant grass and water. Later, 
William G. Miller kept his livestock there. The theory behind wintering cattle at 
Bull Pasture held that by placing bulls with the cattle in such a confined location, 
the resulting calves would be of uniform age. Use of the area for cattle ended in 
the late 1920s.

The site played an interesting part in the border disturbances of the early twentieth 
century when groups representing various disfavored factions of Mexican politics 
crossed the border and hid-in Bull Pasture to escape their revolutionary adversaries. 
In 1915 one group of Villistas was arrested in the basin by U.S. immigration authori­ 
ties. As the threat of such visitations increased, the United States Government 
dispatched army troops to the scene. Still later, Arizona National Guardsmen made 
frequent patrols of the border in the area of Bull Pasture.

Today Bull Pasture is part of Organ Pipe Cactus National Monument. The historic 
values requiring preservation are the historic scene and archeology-prehistoric.
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VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION
This mountain basin is located in the rugged Ajo Mountains near the eastern boundary 
of Organ Pipe Cactus National Monument. The basin is quite irregular both in its 
geographical boundary and in its elevation. The average elevation is approximately 
3,000 to 3,200 feet, with surrounding ridges on the east, west, and south averaging 
more than 3,400 feet. There is a vertical drop on the north measuring about 400 
feet in extent. The area measures approximately 3,146 feet on the north, 2,549 feet 
on the south. 3.561 feet on the easl-. anrl 2-959 fpg>1- on HIP ypgf._______________________
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Bull Pasture is a site which is significant because of its important association 
with an evolving regional cattle industry in southern Arizona during the early 
part of the 20th Century, and because it was a particular rendezvous of armed 
Mexican refugees during the turmoil of the Mexican Revolution, and because, due 
to their use of this valley, it drew American Army patrols and served as an ob­ 
servation post from which American troops kept an eye out for potential viol­ 
ations of the border by groups of armed Mexicans. Obviously, it was the unique 
combination of the topography of a hidden valley with a spring, tinejas, and 
grass suitable for grazing which focused such activities in this particular basin 
rather than in other valleys and canyons along this section of the border. There 
are no other similar locations along the border within Organ Pipe Cactus National 
Monument which have any comparable significance or history of use. Thus Bull 
Pasture has local level of significance under Criteria A in that it was assoc­ 
iated with events significant in the local history of southern Arizona and Organ 
Pipe Cactus National Monument, namely the development of the cattle industry in 
this region, use as a refuge by Mexican dissidents in a time of political and 
military upheaval in Mexico, and American Army response to insure that such up- 
heavel did not disturb the American side of the international border.


