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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL {IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

This building, the second Ringgold County Jail, was built in 1895.

It is a two-story, side gable structure with exterlor walls of

brick on a random ashlar foundation. Dimensions are approximately
38" x 27'.

Front and rear elevations are nearly identical. Theeast . half

of each facade has two yery tall windows with segmental arched

tops (marking the original cellblock). Thewest . half, which
originally contained an office, bath and juvenile cells, has

shorter windows on both floors. There are two windows at first

floor level on the east. end, one on the west. end, and small louvred
openings in the attic story on both ends.

H i :’ I R |

The side walls originally culminated in shallow shoulder parapets.
Remains of ‘a brick chimney are found toward the south end. Decorative
elements are confined to a narrow beltcourse of raised brick at

the level of the second floor window heads, and corbelling Just
beneath the eaves on the front and rear elevations.

Besides the loss of the end parapets, exterior alterations are-
limited to removal of the bars on the windows, and replacement,
in brick and corrugated metal, of the original small wooden
entrance porch.

The steel cells and other jail accoutrements have long. since
been removed.” The building was sold to the local American
Legion post following completion of the fourth county court-
house (which included a new jail) in 1927. The present owners
plan to use the building as an art studio, and have given some
thought to replacing the original end parapets.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

This building is locally significant as an artifact of Ringgold County's
The original jail, and first three courthouses,

government architecture.
Generally speaking, it was the custom to tear down
Thus those that remain

are no longer extant.

obsolete county facilities as new ones were erected.

from earlier periods of a county's history have a certain cultural value.
M

Ringgold County was not settled until about 1855, when the county was for-

mally organized.

but until the railroad arrived in 1879, the town grew but slowly.

Mount Ayr was established as the county seat in that year;

The

first county government facility was a log courthouse, erected in 1856.
A frame courthouse was built in 1859, replaced in 1882 with a brick, vaguely
The first county jail was built in 1876: a

Gothic Revival structure.
log building with a metal roof.

The second jail (the subject of this

nomination) was built in 1895 by a local brickmason, James McCombs.

The basic design of the building, and the steel cells,

by the Pauly Jail Building and Manufacturing Co. of St. Louis.
the fourth courthouse was completed in 1927, it included correctional

facilities, so the 1895 jail was sold.

occupied the building until 1978.

were supplied
When

~The local American Legion post
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VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION

The North 70 feet of Lots 309 and 310, Original Plat of Mount Ayr, Ringgold County,
lowa.
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