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JXJ Original Site

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL. APPEARANCE

The Acadian House was built in 1765 and consists of 
-> three buildings. The main house, which is a two story ̂ 

- ' cottage. The eusine (kitchen) which is connected to the 
main house by Whistlers- Walk, and the Magazin (store house)\

main house is built of hand hewed cypress, fastened 
with Wooden Pegs, sun baked brick and adobe mixed with moss. 
The ground floor walls are of brick, Nthey contain two main 
rooms with fire places, two smaller rooms and a front and 
rear patio like area. \A11 the floors are paved with red 
brick. The walls of the second floor, extending up to 
the roof are made of adobe clay and moss. vThe second floor 
consist of two large rooms and two smaller rooms, there 
is a front and rear porch, with steps leading from the rear 
porch to the ground floor and enclosed steps leading to a large 
..attic. Six brick columns extend to the second floor, front 
and back, where smaller wooden columns extend to the roof. 
The roof is covered with split cypress shingles.

Woodwork is crude, the center opening doors, hinges and 
hardware are primative. The doors on the ground floor are 
small and windows heavily shuttered. The kitche'n has been 
restored around the original fireplace and equipped with utensils 
of the period. ,The small magazin (store house) is a replica, 
a typical Acadian Kitchen garden is maintained in the 
area between the main house and the kitchen. A brick path 
leads to the area; behind,. •-. the . kitchen where.. the slave quar 
ters, stables and work sheds were located. These are no longer 
standing,, but tneAr* exact location is known and it is in 
tended that replicas will be built in the future.
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On September 5, 1755, at Grand Pre, Nova 
Winslow of the British Army decreed that all Acadians were 
prisoners Qf the Crown. His orders were that all land, tenaments, 
live stock,, and cattle, were forfeited to the Crown and that all 
Acadians would be deported from the province to a place suiting 
his majestys pleasure.

The order was swiftly carried out. On the 10th of Sept. 
1755, one hundred and sixty one young men from the district of 
Minos, were driven on board five transports stationed in the 
Gaspereaux River. As more transports arrived, the women, 
children, and mothers and sweethearts were loaded on board to 
be carried away.

Although the Acadians were scattered from Main to Georgia, 
they held on'-fa> it he common :desire> to once again be reunited 
under the French flag. Many found their way by riverboat, 
rafts, and overland trail to Uouisiana. " On-the 13th of 
January, 1765, about six hundred and fifty five Acadians 
arrived at New Orleans. From New Orleans they were sent to 
form settlements in the Attakapas an area which comprises 
the present day Parishes of St. Martin, St. Mary Iberia, 
Lafayette and Vermillion.

It was from the accounts of these happenings and a legend 
about a maid that was torn from her new husband and t hen spent 
her life searching for him, that Henry Wadsworth Longfellow gathered 
the material for his immortal poem, Evangeline.

Local legend has it that the Acadian House was once the 
home of Louis Arceneaux, the prototype of Longfellow's Gabriel 
and that Emmaline Labiche was Evangeline. It is also be 
lieved that she is buried in the St. Martinsville Church yard. 
A Louis Arceneaux did live, he died on March 6, 1812, at the 
age of 14* years. Since parish records show that he was born 
in Louisiana, he could not have been Longfellows Gabriel. 
There appears to be no record of an Emmaline Labiche being 
buried in the St. Martinsville graveyard, although records go back 
to 1756. (Cont.)



A treasure of Plantation Homes - F. Wesley Cooper. Louisiana 
Plantation Homes - W. Darrel Overdy]fe. Louisiana Antebellum 
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tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 
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Although no proof exist^that the Acadian House was the home 
of Louis Arecneaux (Gabriel), there is proof that the house is 
authentic and that it was the home of many prominent Louisianians.

Mhle Acadian House was built about 1765, by Mr. D'Autrive, 
Chevalier de St. Louis, on a Spanish Land Grant^ The Chevalier 
died sometime before 1775 leaving his Widow extensive lands on the 
Bayou Teche and Mississippi. Mrs. D'Autrive lived on the Plant 
ation, as on inventory taken at her death there were buildings 
on the land and she is referred to as a resident of the post

On November 13th, 1778 by act passed before Mr. DeClout, 
Commandant at the Post des Attakapas at Opelousas, the Plant 
ation was sold to the Wid6w of Missire Paul Augustine Le Pelletier 
de la Houssaye, also called Pierre Augustine. He was a cadet at the 
Post des Attakapas, Captain detache de la Marine, Major de Place 
in New Orleans and Mobile, one of five commissioners appointed by 
the crown to make inquirey concerning the Rochemore - Kerlerec qua 
rrel, nr>TnTnfl.ndfl.nt. of the provincial militia and Knight of the Royal 
and Military order of St. Louis.

M. de Le Houssaye's widow was Magdeleine Victoire Petit de 
Livillers, their marriage combined two of the most influential and 
powerful families in the new world.

The list of notable Louisiana families connected with the 
Acadian House and Plantation, includes but is not limited to the 
Oliver de Vegin family. Pierre Francois Marie Oliver, Ecuyer 
Sieur de Vezin, was appointed Grand Voyer - Overseer of the highways 
and the kings surveyor general in the Province, Oct. 1747. In 1769 
he became a "Regidor Perperuo Y Alquaszil Mayor", and took his 
seat in the Cabildo. Hughes Charles Hanore Oliver de Vezin de 
St. Maurice was one of eight children of this illustirous figure, 
he married Marie Madeline Phillippe de Marigny de Mandeville.

The de Blanc family was one of the foundation families of 
Louisiana. Chevalier Cesaire de Blanc de Neuveille was born in 
Marseilles, France. He became second commander of Fort St. Jean 
Baptiste de Natchitoches. He left two sons. One of the sons, 
Louis Charles de Blanc Neuville, served from 1793 to 1803, 
as a commandant of Natchitoches and the Post de Attakapas (St. 
Martinville). He was captaine d'infanterie under his Catholic 
majestry, King of Spain and was appointed one of the commissioners 
to turn Louisiana over to the United States. (Cont.)
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The Forstall family was another owner of the Plantation. This 
ancient family dates back to the time when William Le Forestier, a 

normani Knight, crossed the English Channel with William the Conqueror 
in 1066.

Finally Mr. C.T. Bienvenue purchased the land from Mr. Frank 
Greig. Mr. Bienvenue was acting for Longfellow - Evangeline 
Memorial State and National Park Assn. On February 14, 1931, 
the National Park Association donated the Park to the State of 
Louisiana. The list of important families connected with the 
Acadian House is too long to be given here in its entirety.

The heritage of the Acadian House, The Association with the 
early history of Louisiana and more specifically the link with 
Longfellow classic poem, has made the Longfellow Evangeline State 
Park and the Acadian House, a mecca for tourist, Architects, 
Historians and Scholars.
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