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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

The Lawrence High Service Water Tower and Reservoir are located at the summit of 
Tower H i l l m the westem portion o£ the City of Lawrence. The Reservoir is 
Slightly east and downhill of the tower. Both overlook the city center. 

The grounds of the reservoir and tower are a meticulously maintained park. To­
gether, the reservoir and surrounding park enconpass approximately eighteen acres 
^est and nortii of the site is the city-owned Bellevue Cemetery. To the south is 
a late 19th century neighborhood of well maintained single and double family 
homes. 

The Reservoir was constructed in 1874-75. The rectangular basin is surrounded 
by a simple iron spike fence. On the southem bank is a one story hip roofed, 
granite based, brick pumping house. This simple Italianate structure is three 
bays wide and two bays deep. The comers are quoined and the round arched six-
over-six fenestration is capped by a projecting brick archivolte. 

The High Service Tower was constructed in 1896. I t consists of a large steel 
inner tank 102 feet high and thirty feet in diameter. At 100 feet is an eight-
inch overflow pipe that carries overflow back into the reservoir. The capacity 
of the tank is 528,768 gallons. This standpipe is enclosed by a Richardsonian 
Romanesque styled 157 foot high tower. This octawgonally shaped structure is 
divided horizontally into three sections: a thirty-foot high random ashlar 
granite base, a central brick shaft with granite trimmed fenestration, and belfry/ 
observation area just under the flaring pyramidal roof. This section is divided 
from the shaft by granite brackets supporting the stone coursing that steps into 
the arched openings of each elevation. The openings are paired romanesque arches 
divided by colonettes. Attached to the tower is a circular turret capped by a 
flaring conical roof that encloses a spiral staircase. The main entrance to the 
tower is a grand round arched entry located at the juncture of the tower and 
turret. 

In 1977 the Tower underwent major maintenance repairs, including repainting and 
replacement of masonry as well as repainting the brick. A new entrance door, 
identical to the original, was also added. 
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P A U L GUZZ 

RECEIVED 
JUN 3 01978 

June 21, 1978 

Mr. Charles Herrington, Chief 
Registration Branch 
National Register 
OAHP, Heritage Conservation and 

Recreation Service 
Washington, D.C. 20240 

Dear Mr. Herrington: 

Enclosed you w i l l find the following nomination forms 

1) Lawrence - H i ^ Service Water Tower § Reservoir 
2) Chatham - Railroad Depot 
3) Chatham - The Windinill 
4) Oak Bluffs - Wesleyan Grove 

All of the above have been voted eligible by the State Review 
Board, and signed by the State Historic Preservation Officer. 

Sincerely, 

Christine Boulding 
Acting Survey Director 
^kssachusetts Historical Conmission 

CB/CJ/lh 
Ends. 
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Mrs. Patricia L. Weslowski 
Executive Director 
Massachusetts Historical Commission 
29A Washington Street 
Boston, Massachusetts 02108 
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