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MASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL COMMISSION 
Office of the Secretary, State House, Bostoa 

2. Photo (3x3" or 3x5") 
Staple to left side of form 
Photo number 

4. Map. Draw sketch of building location 
in relation to nearest cross streets and 
other buildings. Indicate north. 

^7 In Area no. Form no. 

130-c 

1. Town 
V.'orcester 

Address 
5 Chestnut S t r e e t 

Name :ja£aa-J' Union Congregat ional 
enure 

Present use Chestnut S t r ee t 

Onn c-re^^ationag Church 

Present owner Chestnut Street 
Congregat ionai Churcn of 

3. Description: V/orcester 
5 Chestnut S t r ee t 

Date 1895-1897 

Source N u t t , G. H i s t o r y o f V/orc. 

Style Gothic f cev iva l 

Earle c; Fisner Architect 
r ock - f aced ^gi-anite  

Exterior wall fabric sandstone t r i r : : 

Outbuildings (describe) chapel 

Other features p a i r e d towers w i t h 

a r g o y l e s , p o i n t e d arch windows , ro£ 

windows, c r e n e l l a t i o n s , but t resses 
copper-ci,aa 

Altered sp i r e removed pate 195^1-

Moved no Date 
Assessors ' Book 3, p . 30 

OT>i ' . 5. Lot size-Lots 53 iTc 7 61,61? sq . f t . 

One acre or less 

Approximate frontage 

Over one acre 
167' 

Approximate distance of building from street 
10 ' 

DO NOT WRITE IN THIS SPACE 
USGS Quadrant 

MHC Photo no. 

^D, La t ino 
6. Recorded by 3 ' ^ ' P f e i f f e r 

V^orc. Her i tage Pres , Soc, 
Organization 

Date 
rev ised Karch 1979 

(over) 

5M-2-75-R061465 (20M-2^76) 



7. Original owner (if known) ^^^^^ Congregational Church 

Original use Church, chapel and par i sh house 

Subsequent uses (if any) and dates same 

8. Themes (check as many as applicable) 

Aboriginal 
Agricultural 
Architectural 
The Arts 
Commerce 
Communication 
Community development 

Conservation 
Education 
Exploration/ 

settlement 
Industry 
Military 
Political 

Recreation 
Religion 
Science/ 

invention 
Social/ 

humanitarian 
Transportation 

9. Historical significance (include explanation of themes checked above) 

Designed by Stephen Earle and Clellan Fisher, the Union (now Chestnut Street) 
Congregational Church i s a major l o c a l example of Gothic Revival architecture 
Reminiscent on a smaller scale of Notre Dame de Paris, the church's major 
facade i s flanked by two matching towers which r i s e to open landings formed 
by paired pointed arches w i t h crenellated papapets and gargoyles above. 
Set*between the towers are an entry porch made up of three t r e f o i l arches ) 
at the ground l e v e l , above which are a large rose window and an open arcade', 
of t r e f o i l arches which connects the two towers. Behind this facade i s the* 
steeply pitched roof of the church h a l l ; u n t i l 195̂ 4- an ornate copper-clad 
spire "(derived from those of Notre Dame de Paris and Sainte Chapelle i n 
Paris) rose to a height of l80* over the crossing of the church's nave and 
transept. Immediately south of the church i s the Moen Chapel and parish 
house, both of which are o r i g i n a l to the 1895 design. The parish house is 
largely concealed by the Moen Chapel, which i s a one-story structure of 
irr e g u l a r plan w i t h a hipped roof and an octagonal t u r r e t at i t s southeast 
corner. Although smaller i n scale than the church, the Moen Chapel shares 
the sam.e decorative elements of pointed arch windows, t r e f o i l l i g h t s , 
buttresses and an entry porch formed by a t r e f o i l arch. V/ith the e.-'cception 
of the removal of i t s spire, the Union Church (including i t s chapel and 
parish house) i s superbly preserved, r e t a i n i n g abundant stained glass and 
carved stone ornament. Located on a r i s e at the head of Pearl Street, the 
Union Church i s v i s i b l e from Main Street and serves as an imposing landmark. 

(cont,) 

10. Bibliography and/or references (such as local histories, deeds, assessor's records, 
early maps, etc.) 

V/orcester H i s t o r i c a l Society, Pamphlet and Church f i l e s , 
American A r c h i t e c t u r a l and Building News, v o l . $3, p, 107, p l . 11^8, 

12/25/1897 (photo,) 
Engineering Record, v o l . XXXII, July 13, 1895, p. i x ; Aug, 3, 1895, p. i x 

(building notices) 
. Nutt, C, History of Worcester, v o l , I I , pp, 807-811 (phto.) 



MASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL CCNMISSION 
Office of the Secretary, Boston 

Worcester 130-C 

Property Name: ^g^J^^^^^'Sregation^l 

Indicate each item on inventory form i^ich is being continued below. 

The Union Congregaional Church was formed i n 1835 by members of the 
F i r s t Congregational Church of Worcester and the Second ( C a l v i n i s t ) 
Church of V/orcester, In 1 836, a meetihg-houae was b u i l t on Front 
Street at the corner of (modern) Commercial Street, The Front Street 
meetinghouse was enlarged i n 181+.5 and again i n I86I to accommodate 
the growing congregation. By 1879, i t was considered that "the houses 
(of Worship) of the Plymouth and Piedmont Churches made i t , by 
comparison, u n a t t r a c t i v e ; " the meeting-house was demolished and a new 
one b u i l t on i t s s i t e . In 18914. a committee was established to consider 
sites f o r a new church. I n February 1895, the s i t e of the present 
bu i l d i n g (formerly the K i n n i c u t t Estate) was purchased and ground 
broken f o r the new b u i l d i n g i n July, 1895» The Church's cornerstone 
was set i n February 1896; the Moen Chapel, a g i f t i n memory of P h i l i p 
Louis Moen, completed i n September I896; and the main h a l l of the 
church completed i n February 1897. While the church was under con­
s t r u c t i o n , the Salem Street Church merged w i t h the Union Church, 

In 1936 the Union Church merged w i t h the Piedmont and Plymouth Churches 
to become the Chestnut Street Congregational Church, In I9l|-1 stained 
glass windows were removed from the Plymouth Church, re-cut and 
f i t t e d to varous windows i n the Chestnut Street b u i l d i n g . In the 
buil d i n g received a new slate roof, was repointed and had some i n t e r i o r 
decoration carried out. 

Staple to Inventory form at b o t t om 
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state 

TECHNICAL , ^ CONTROL 
Phntnc .^8 3 , r lY> 

Maps g^j, 4> S ^ • ^^^^^ 
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