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MASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL COMMISSION 130-c
Office of the Secretary, State House, Bostoa

1 Town V .'orcester

5 Chestnut Street
Address

Name :jafaa-J Union Congregational
enure

Present us= Chestnut Street
2. Photo (3x3" or 3x5")

Staple to left side of form Om c-reMationag Church
Photo number

Present owner Chestnut Street
Congregationai Churcn of
3. Description: V/orcester
5 Chestnut Street
Date 1895-1897

Source Nutt, G. History of V/orc.

Style Gothic fcevival

4. Map. Draw sketch of building location Architect Earle ¢ Fisner
in relation to nearest cross streets and rock-faced”qi-anite
other buildings. Indicate north. Exterior wall fabric sanéstone tﬁr::

Outbuildings (describe) chapel

Other features paired towers with

argoyles, pointed arch windows,rof

windows, crenellations, buttresses
copper-ci,aa
Altered spire removed pate 195'1-

Moved no Date
Assessors' Book 3, p. 30
OT>i". 5. Lotsize-Lots 53 ilc 7 61,617 sqg. ft.

Onre acre or less Over one acre

Approximate frontage 167

Approximate distance of building from street
10
"D, Latino
DO NOT WRITE IN THISSPACE 6. Recorded by 3'n Pfeiffer

USGS Quadrant

N .
Organization V~orc. Heritage Pres, Soc,

MHC Photo no. revised Karch 1979

Date

(over)

5M-2-75-R061465 (20M-2"76)



7. Original owner (if knoan) ANNAN - Congregational Church

Original use Church, chapel and parish house

Subsequent uses (if any) and dates same

8. Themes (check as many as applicable)

Aboriginal Conservation Recreation
Agricultural Education Religion
Architectural Exploration/ Science/

The Arts settlement invention
Commerce Industry Social/
Communication Military humanitarian
Community development Political Transportation

9. Historical significance (incdude explanation of themes checked above)

Designed by Stephen Earle andClellan Fisher, the Union (nowChestnut Street)
Congregational Church i s amjor local exanple of Gothic Revival architecture
Rem niscent on a smaller scale of Notre Dane de Paris, the church's major
facade i s flanked by twomatching towers which rise toopen |andings formed
by paired pointed arches with crenellated papapets and gargoyles above.

Set *between the towers are an entry porch nade up of three trefoil arches )
at the ground level, above which are a large rose wi ndow and an open arcade'

of trefoil arches which connects the twotowers. Behind this facade i sthe*
steeply pitched roof of the church hall; until 1% an ornate copf)er-_clad
spire "(derived from those of Notre Dane de Paris and Sainte Chapellei n

Paris) rose toa height of |80* over the crossing of the church’'s nave and
transept. Immediately south of the church i s the Mben Chapel and parish
house, both of which are original tothe 1895design. The parish housei s
| argely conceal ed by the Moen Chapel, which is a one-story structure of
irregular |ol an with a hipped roof and an octagonal turret at it ssoutheast
corner. Although smaller in scale than the church, the Mben Chapel shares
the same decorative elements of pointedarch wi ndows, trefoil [lights, _
buttresses andan entry porch formed by a trefoil arch. V/ith the e -'cception
of the removal of it ssialre, the Union Church (including it schapel and
pari sh house) i s superbly preserved, retaining abundant stained glassand
carved stone ornanent. Located onarise at the head of Pearl Street, t he
Union Church isvisible fromMiin Street and serves as an inposing |andmark.

(cont,)

10. Bibliography and/or references (such as local histories, deeds, assessor's records,
early maps, etc.)

Vlorcester Historical Society, Panphlet and Church files,

American Architectural andBuilding News, vol. $3, p, 107, pl . 1178,
12/ 25/ 1897 (photo,)

Engi neering Record, vol . XXXIl, July 13, 1895, p. ix; Aug, 3, 1895 p. i X
(building notices)

Nutt, G History of Worcester, vol, ||, 6 pp, 807-811 (phto.)



MSSAGHLEETTS H STAR CAL CNMISS ON Wor cest er 130-C
Ofice of the Secretary, Boston .
Property Nane: ~ghJAMAAANT Sregation”l

I ndicate each itemon inventory formi”ich isbeing continued bel ow

The Uni on Congregai onal Church was formed i n 1835 by nenbers of the
First Congregational Church of Worcester andt he Second (Calvinist)
Church of V/iorcester, 1 n1836, a nmeetihg-houae was built on Front
Street at thecorner oférmdern) Commercial Street, The Front Street
meet i nghouse was enlarged i n18+5 andagaini nl86l to acconmodate
the growi ng congregation. By 1879, it was consideredthat "the houses
(of Worship) of thePlymouth and Piednmont Churches nmade it , by
conparison, unattractive;" theneeting-house was denolished and anew
one bhuilt onits site. 1 n18914 a commttee was established t o consider
sites for anew church. | nFebruary 1895, thesite of t he present
bui | di n? (formerly theKinnicutt Estate) was purchased and ground
broken for t henewhbuilding i nJuly, 1895» The Church's cornerstone
was set i nFebruary 1896; t heMen Chapel, a gift i nmenory of Philip
Louis Moen, conpleted i nSeptenber 1896; andt hemin hall of the
church conmpleted i nFebruary 1897. While t hechurch was under con-
struction, theSalemStreet Church nerged with the Union Church,

In 1936 t he Union Church nmerged with t hePiednont andPlymouth Churches

to becone t he Chestnut Street Congregational Church, | nld|-1 stained
gl ass w ndows were removed fromthePlymouth Church, re-cut and
fitted t ovarous windows i nt heChestnut Street building. I n t he

building received a newslate roof, was repointed and had sone interior
decoration carried out.

Staple t olnventory format bott g,
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Please refer to the map In the
Multiple Property Cover Sheet
for this property

Multiple Property Cover Sheet Reference Number: 64000304



