FORM B - BUILDING

MASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL COMMISSION
Office 01 the Secretary, State House, Boston

2. Photo (3x3" or 3x5")
Staple to left side of form
Photo number

,.5r

In Area no. Form no.
98/357-3

1. Town Brookline HRA

Addr ess 280 Newton Street

Nane Brandegee Estate

Headquarters of t he
Present use Acadeny of Arts and

Sci ences
Present owner J. L. Brandegee et al.
Description:
Date 1894
Source Brookline Building Permit

Second Renaissance Revival
Style Influence

4, MapI Draw sketch of building !ocatlonOI ﬁrfh'tect Little, Brown S Moore
in relation to nkarest cr {s an Originally wood;
other buildings. Indic .. .Exterl(./\. .)rlcbrick veneer applie

11 [ I |
S T T T =1 ._-

Se attached naps.

Newt on Quadrangl e

UM Ref erences: A 19/324060/4685280
19/323630/4685560
19/323170/4686020
19/323660/4685860
19/324920/4685700

moQOw

Map #: 51

1901 - 3rd floor added.
Brick facade applied.
1930 - Greenhouse, 27' X 42°'.

¥ (oven

. in 1901.
Outbwldlngs (describe)Stable S carriage
house

Ot her features 3 stories; intersecting
hip roofs; brick w limestone trim,
7 chimeys; large pedimented centra
portion onrear facade w/classical
ornamentation; balustrades, nod-

illioned S dentilled cornice.
Altered Yes* Dat e
Moved No Dat e

. Lotsize: 723,328 sq. ft. \ !

Onre acre or less Over one acre X
Approximate frontage55' (access road)
Approximatedistance of building from street

2060

. Recorded by Carla Benka

Organization BHS
Date January, 1980



7. Original owner (if known) Mary Pratt Sprague

10.

Original use Residential
Subsequent uses (if any) and dates Institutional

Themes (check as many as applicable)

Aboriginal ' Conservation Recreation
Agricultural Education Religion
Architectural Exploration/ Science/

The Arts settlement invention
Commerce Industry Social/
Communication Military humanitarian
Community development Political Transportation
Historical significance (include explanation of themes checked above)

In 1890, Sarah Vield Pratt, wife of George Langdon Pratt, purchased a small
farmhouse as a sunmer residence. Four years later, her daughter, Mary

Pratt Sprague, (later Ms. Edward Brandegee) built a white clapboard house
with green shutters on adjoining land. Ms Sprague hired Little, Brown,
and Moore- t odesign her hone and inl897-, she engaged t heservices of
Charles Piatt t olandscape the grounds.

The land on which M's Sprague built her honme had once belonged to t he

Faul kner family, and for many years, t he Sprague Estate was called "Faulkner
Farm" The Faul kners owned t heland during the m d 19th century, but

by 1888, t heproperty belonged t oWlliam F. Weld, Mary Sprague's first
cousin. (WlliamF. Weld |, the very successful and fanous merchant was
their grandfather. See Larz Anderson Carriage House for additional infor-

mation on t heWeld family.)
The original white clapboard house, 2h stories high with a hiproof, was

encased i nbrick with athird floor added i n1901. | twas remodelled i n

a style clearly influenced by t heSecond Renai ssance Revival. Each of the
three floors i sseparated by belt courses andarticulated i na different
manner. Wndows vary i nsize andtreatment, while- thefront facade

features several balustrades as well as araised firstfloor entrance.

Al though nmuch of the original furniture has been removed from the 79
roomr mansi on, t hedining room paneled i n mahogany and t hedining room
in oak still remain as does a smaller adjoining room conposed of anber,
white, andgrey marble with a ceiling painting featuring the nyth of
Promet heus. The ballroom contains elaborate candelabras and chandeliers
as well as a painted ceiling and four Jan de Gobelins tapestries.

Bi bl i ography and/ or references (such as local histories, deeds, assessor's records, ; *
early maps, etc.) . -

Atlas- 1888, 1893, 1897

Maps- 1844, 1855

Proceedings of t heBrookline Historical Society- "The Brandegee Estate"

by Ms- John Boit 1963 p. 14.

| sabel Perkins Anderson - Under t heBlack Horse Flag Boston: Houghton
Mifflin Co., 1925

Christian Science Monitor- article on American Acadeny of Arts and Scienceg,
April 27, 1957

American Estates and Gardens, Barr Terree Munn and Co., 1904 . :
Brookline Chronicle Citizen- Febru®, -v' 7. 1963 *



INVENTORY FORM CONTINUATION SHEET Coranunity: Form No:

MASSAOIUSETTS HISTORICAL (ZCKMISSON Brookline 98/357-3
Office of the Secretary, Boston
Property Name:- , r- K
NN Brandegee Estate

Indicate each item on inventory formv”idi is being continued below.

«

J

9.

The house is a vast rectangle set on top of a gently sloping hill.
Piatt' s*landscaping plan called for a broad drive to lead to a

great g”veled forecourt. Beyond to the right was a grove of trees
with a fountain at each end. A central path led to a circular
tem.ple which stood on a level space on the apex of the hill on which
the house was built. Nearby was a 13'2" statue called the "Colfc85us
JunO"”, shipped from Italy and considered by many to be the crowning
glory of the grounds. (This statue is still standing.)

There was also a 200 by 113 foot formal garden. At the farthest

. point from the house, was the Casino, used as a summe house and

a retreat, Bthich was entirely unenclosed on the garden front and
decorated in the Pompeian style. Before it was a pool with a
fountain and on either side stretched the columns and piers of the
pergola. Today, the pool has been filled in with grass, although
the pergola remains.

In 1891, Mary Bryant Pratt m.arried Charles Sprague, son of Seth
Edward and Harriet Boardman Lawrence Sprague and grandson of both Peleg
Sprague, a member of the United States Senate, and of William Law-
rence, brother of Amos Lawrence, the mid 19th century developer of
the Cottage Farm and Longwood areas of Brookline. Sprague, a Harvard
College and Law-School graduate, served on the Boston Comjnon Council
and was elected to the Massachusetts House of Representatives in 1890
in which he worked on a committee for election law reform. After

her husband's death, Mrs. Sprague married Edward Brandegee (in 1904)
a clothing manufacturer and senior partner with Brandegee, Kincaid,
and Wood.

In addition to donating to Harvard University the Weld Library of

12,000 books (in memory of her grandfather, William Fletcher Weld), ;
Mrs. Brandegee was also known for her horticultural interests. After
her death, her gardens were maintained by the Chestnut Hill Garden Club.

Today the Brandegee Estate is owned by a charitable trust. The mansion
gfes leased to the American Academy of Arts and Sciences which took up
residence there in 1957. The stables on the estate are used to

N

Pk FE) OIS el POT G0 SRS For o Sigmidgaied Police
The Brandegee Estate meets NR criteria A,B,and C, having been built on land
belonging to the Wdd family which could trace their Boston ancestors back to
Joseph Weld, who came to New England in 1632 ad settled in Roxbury and whose
descendant, William Fletcher Weld, founded one of the greatest fleets of clxpper
ships in the world. The manson is a fine example of the Renaissance Revival style,
while the gardens were originally designed by Charles Piatt, a nationally known
iandsxiape-architect.

The Brandegee Estate is Eartly located m Boston, M\ There are two stabl e/ barns
on the Boston part of the property, which remain in good condition.

Staple tolnventory form at bottom
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State
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Attest
6. Beacon Sreet Historic MGNMNTA-JYMN fi/Keeper
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WASO Form » 177 UNITED STATES DEPARTMINT OF THE INTERIOR
("B" Jum 1984) NATIONAL PARK SERVICE e

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES
EVALUATION/RETURN SHEET

Brandegee Estate (Brookline MRA)
Norfolk County

MASSACHUSETTS A fi au™ - - SEP 41985 '
Working No. I
Fed. Reg. DitB:£f*/SM2 ,
Date Due: /MpAi® -[d>Af/~-J N
Action: i—jCfir.EPT yr<g? 7 - SASH

e resubmission RETURN

e nomination by person or local government .REJECT

CZI owner objection 5% Federal Agency:

O appeal

Substantive Review: sample e request cn appeal CH NR decision

Reviewer's comments:

KIJ(MNAAMNTN [JJamAMAKArJASATSE M/Mr-cCAN A Recom./Criteria/ » ~ N V
fi vAMaw~rMAr, NMAMPIfINa-fA AN A FKEINM-r

. see continuation sheet

Nomination returned for: .technical corrections cited below

.substantive reasons discussed below fALet/tS: I INT Cfff/gT~ [MNANNSA
1. Name
2. Location

3. Classification

Category Ownership Stitut Present Uie
Public Acquiiltlon Aoamible

4. Owner of Property

5. Location of Legal Description

6. Representation in Existing Surveys

Has this property been determined eligible? *  yes * no

7. Description

Condition Cheek one Check one

excellent im deteriorated unaltered e original site
CU good im ruini altered moved date.
o fair CH unexposed

Describe the present and original (if known) physKal appearance

CD summary paragraph

CH completeness

CD clarity e rffr
CD alterations/integrity

e dates

| I boundary selection



8. Significance

. fii- 'ecse-e'' o
Period Areas of Significance-Check and justify below
Specific dates Builder/Architect

Statement of Significance (in one paragnph)

CD summary paragraph -
CD completeness Q-7

e clarity ABIA .
« applicable criteria "
CD justification of areas checked , A

« relating significance to the resource  * ' ™"--
« context

CD relationship of integrity to significance
CD justification of exception
» other : .

9. Major Bibliographical References

10. Geographical Data
Acreage of nominated property
Quadrangle name

UTM References

Verbal boundary description and justification

11. Form Prepared By

12. State Historic Preservation Officer Certification
The evaluated significance of this property within the state is:

national state local
State Historic Preservation Officer signature

title date
13. Other
s Maps

« Photographs
» other

Questions concemiiHg this nomination may be directed to.

Signed. Date.

Phone:.

Comments for any item may be continued on an attached sheet
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BROXU NE NRA
Brandegee Estate
280 Newton Street
Brookline, M\

Part of property i slocated
In Boston, M\

I.IBP. 500

Boston Redevel openent

Authority Np
by Lockwood, Kessl er,

and Bartlett, Inc. 1965

This nap i sconpiled from
sheets 15N5E and 15N 6E

1" =100 Mp 1of 3
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BRI NE NRA
Brandegee Estate
280 Newton Street
Brookline, M

Part of the property i slocated
In Boston, M\

Boston Redevel opnent
Authority Np

Mapped by Lockwood, Kessl er,
and Bartlett, Inc. 1965

This nap i sconpiled from
sheets 15N5SE and 15N 6E






BOSTON LANDMARKS COMMISSON  Building Information Form Form No.-A" Area tJAMMGKIFiJi4l4

ADDRESS AuLAkibALN CORAN. Ir-LWELL
NAME
present original
we No 16 M-fcE 3B AREA JAMAICA
DATE
source
ARCHITECT
source
IBULDER
source
WNER MAgHE-fcY'Hvo-SEeg
original present

HOGXR 5 Jp  Ife |/g'ft3; JP Ife i/s-SS'-

OP 16 /465 CP e N\-P>7] JP 16 2/2-83

TYPE (residential) single double row 2-fam 3-deck ten apt.
Cnon-residential 3 MfT><?’S-£fb> (TMD - gj CRUeg”

ND - STARES (1st to cornice) _J pl us puuL Z "5-ger-(HN TQp- (?V
'F Htppgta cupol a dor ners

MATER ALS (Frane) (S.apboara® shingles stucco asphalt asbestos alum vinyl
(Qther) (Jrick” stone concrete iron/steel/alum

BREF DESIRPTION (I(.6 " ULANOAUM- FAE- -7BWV. A AA A A At § A

iwinV  M&LISMGr soRRiiuMDS, LASTfdes Z,'MSpeT""™*
EXTERIOR ALTERATION CAIHOE® moderate  drastic

CONDITION"SooH"fair  poor LOr AREA 11277500 sq. feet

NOTBACRTHY SITE CHARACTERISTICS <2/, R-O0DEIS "peA iogkglL "0AXi,

SIGNIFICANCE (cont'd on reverse)

Vo " (Map) HA*<Mr NA&I<E>-F mM+e. T="%eMe "

¥ AUl ufi, wte i AUELPMUMBIAM AN AN G ARG AR



Moved; date i f known

Thenes (check as nany as applicable)

Abor i gi nal Conservation Recreation

Agricul tural Education Rel i gion

Architectural i/® Expl oration/ Sci ence/

The Arts settlement invention

Gonmer ce I ndustry Soci al /

Comuni cati on Military humani tarian

Comuni ty/ Political Transportation
devel opment

Significance (include explanation of thenes checked above)

£rte \ARs cioroeK" CP EJCTEJASIVE. "ai ecOMS. £/ -Ecjm sic:'&. 572= AL- LAVDALE-
ST., iMXuD NJi™ "jevELe/ M- FeAMN & [MM AN\cjf- oSITE U C g elsS.

(ACpeesS -MI' WAULE. vV MNEJ, 12va \ha.n house c"i cics.om by «>rf)e” T/ od/ e

Preservation Consideration (accessibility, re-use possibilities, capacity
for public use and enjoynent, protection, utilities, context)

if'MKs. feew'ii™ ei™H |?0K>4-ec> 12,000 -roHINGi/Aeo Afe-rkfe \Wy)uuA>"

VUA=. UE~Pr TC? -rVVe g~"ANC&(<,feU ~yrWMeiTAe-L-e- Tfe>L;MCA.-ntoNIl. Th" E-
AMeevC™™ ACji*My ~ Arc-T3 amis SCJENIiCE” (Jr&D -rn«. essrvrE- “tj-sie.
\'1S'7 TC?

Bibliography and/or references (such as local histories, deeds, assessor's
records, early maps, etc.)

“ectMLeY, ie64, lete lent, i<hos  1Mi4, .

ATI.A«<"B:S OP ©ecctcL. N . -E~NNNMAN-



FALIL NER FAR"MI
HIS is the Brandegee place in Brookline, near Boston.
T It is one of the moden places built in 1895, and

is the work of Charles Piatt and Mr. Grinn.
The house of red hrick and date rodf, is Italian in style.
The grounds haye been laid out by J\ir. Piatt in Italian

style in harmony Awith it.
About the house, as well as the garden, the treatment is
. 427



FALLKXI:K FAINiS
toi'inal, ;ni(l b(/iii<;' u])On a liillsidt' il lias been U'l'raccd
off int(> tlircc tci-i'accs. vV .

I'niL" (.'iitrailUT-roui't is on the middle terrace, and
lai'iiH' and liandsome, with the house on one side, the
ii]>])er terrace on the side oj)])osite to the honsi'. and
liood wronuht-iion ei'dles a the othei' two sides, where
the ai)])i'oa(di (li'i\'e entei's trom [)oth (b'rections. :

The ii])])er terrace, about twelve feet above the
entrance-coui't, reached by flights of stg)S at each end
with a classic tem])lc in the middle and fountains at
the ends, and rows of trimmed trees along the walks.

Below tiie house to the west is a beautiful [)road
terrace. To bv 250 feet, of urass outlined with ii'i-avel
]Daths and bay trees at the corners, and a retaining
wall on the outer side 24 feet higli. surmounted by a
stone Il)alusti-ade. >

Xext to this terrace on the south is the ])rincii)al
feature of the palace,— the Italian garden.

42i)



FALKNf:i? FARMS™ -

It is about 1<) by 110 feet in size, inclosed by a
brick wall. Its })rincij)al axis is a gi-avel walk, which
IS the continuation of the side entrance to the house,
fi'oni which it descends a few steps into the garden.

At the farther end of the ])rincii)a axis, and form-
ing the terminus of it. is a semicircular casino, or
garden-house, and a |)ei'gola at each side of it. covered
with wistaria and eiicii-clini*' a mai ble fountain.

Tlie ])rinci])al cross-axis, at al)out the middle of the
ii'arden, is a "Tavel walk, at riiiht aniiles to the other
axis, and having a marble bench at one end, and tine
WTOUght-iron gates at the other, forming the side
entrance to the garden. Flowers, box, and bay trees,
dis])Osed symmetrically, are made good use of, and

combine in making a charming garden.

The ])rincipal a])])roach to the house is by a rather
steg]), circuitous drive on the north, the house having
a fine hiii'h situation on the hill, with good views to

471



FALKXFR FAiniS
the west, and another ai)])roach through the ])ark to
the south.

There is a tennis court on the side of the hill below
the garden, in among the oak trees, reached by a
liight of ste])s from tlu® lower terrace, and a path
along the retaining wall.

There is a good ])ark, orchard, stables, and garden-
ers cottages beyond these terraced gardens, and
Devon(l this a farm of several hundred acres.

It is a delightful ])lace, and the Italian garden a
thing of beauty in itself, and one of the best of them
all.  And yet, although it has been modified to adai)t
it to this countrv and different conditions, we cannot
but feel that it is a little strange and unsuited to our

climate.

483
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