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Town F a l l River, Mass, 

I Name o f area ( i f any) Sagamore No. 2 

1822 North Main Street 

General date or period 1881 

Sketch map. Draw a general map of the area indicating properties within i t . 
Number each property for which individual inventory forms have been completed. 
Label streets (including route numbers, i f any) and indicate north. (Attach a 
separate sheet i f space here is not sufficient) 
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Recorded by Vielmetti/Pereira/Fox 

Organization FROHP 

• Date 7/10/81 



ARCHITECTURAL SIGNIFICANCE of area. (Describe physical setting, general character, 
and architecturally significant structures). 

> •• 
The Sagamore M i l l s are located i n the northern section of the c i t y on a 35-acre  
s i t e near the Taunton River. The complex includes two granite and one b r i c k  
m i l l and over a dozen a u x i l i a r y structures of varying styles and materials  
placed randomly over t h i s large area, which has an i n d u s t r i a l character. The  
o r i g i n a l m i l l on the s i t e was designed by D. H. Dyer i n 1872 and burned i n 1884.  
Water was supplied by a w e l l and goods were transported either by r i v e r or v i a  
the Old Colony r a i l r o a d which ran near the complex. In 1881 a 5-story, nearly  
f l a t - r o o f e d m i l l (#2) measuring 300' X 90" was erected on North Main Street.  
The styl e i s t y p i c a l of u t i l i t a r i a n granite m i l l s of t h i s expansion period but  
i s unusual f o r the northern area i n i t s use of granite, which was brought i n on  
a spur track from a new ledge i n Assonet opened especially f o r t h i s purpose.  
In 1888 M i l l #1 was r e b u i l t i n b r i c k i n the Romanesque s t y l e , with the t y p i c a l  
arched windows (16 over 16) set w i t h i n recessed bays. The 4-story m i l l ,  
o r i g i n a l l y 315' X 90', has a f r o n t central f l a t - r o o f e d s t a i r tower. (Continued) 
HISTORICAL SIGNIFICANCE of area. (Explain development of area, what caused i t , 
and how i t affected coramunity; be specific). 
The Sagamore M i l l Company was one of the largest F a l l River t e x t i l e enterprises • 
during the early 20th century period and one of the few to survive the Great 
Depression. The company was incorporated i n 1872 during a two-year growth boom 
which saw the formation of 15 new corporations and the construction of 20 new 
m i l l s . Like two other companies formed i n those years. Border City and 
Narragansett, as w e l l as the 1868 Mechanics M i l l Co., the organizers chose 
to locate i n the previously non-industrial northern section of the c i t y where 
large f l a t t r a c t s of land were s t i l l available. The 35-acre s i t e eventually 
accommodated three m i l l s and 48 tenements, and the company took i t s name from 
one of the area st r e e t s . Capital of $500,000 was raised from 107 subscribers. 
The f i r s t president, Louis Barnard,"'also served as president of the Barnard 
Manufacturing Co. established the same year. The o r i g i n a l treasurer was Francis 
B. Hood. The o r i g i n a l 1872 m i l l had 37,672 spindles. The company f a i l e d i n 1879 
but was reorganized by creditors as the Sagamore Manufacturing Co. Erection of a 
second m i l l i n 1881 increased capacity to 84,692 spindles. The o r i g i n a l m i l l 
was destroyed by f i r e i n 1884 and r e b u i l t i n 1888. The company continued 
expanding i n t o the early 20th centviry, when a t h i r d m i l l of 1907 increased the 
number of spindles to over 140,000, a number which grew to 150,200 by 1920. 
The company was i t s own s e l l i n g agent and had an o f f i c e on the s i t e . They 
produced 64" X 64" p r i n t c l o t h and l a t e r carried odd goods. Surviving the 
collapse of 1929, they continued i n ej?istence through the 1960's and i n 1961 
purchased the three Border City M i l l s and Foster Spinning Co. plant. The properties 
were a l l sold i n 1965 to d i f f e r e n t owners, some of whom are t e x t i l e or c l o t h manu­
facturers, and they remain i n i n d u s t r i a l use. 
BIBLIOGRAPHY and/or REFERENCES •• 
P h i l l i p s ' History of F a l l River, Fascicle I I , p. 129 
F a l l River and I t s I n d u s t r i e s , p. 144-145 . ' 
History of B r i s t o l County, p. 322 
History of the F a l l River F i r e Department, p. 120-121, p. 125 
1920 Corporate Millyard-Plans 
M i l l Architecture i n F a l l River, p. 197-198 
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INVENTORY FORM CONTINUATION SHEET 

MASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL CĈ M[SSION 
Office of the Secretary, Bosten 

Community: 

F a l l River, Mass. 

Form No: 

T-4-2 

Property Name: sagamore Miii #2 

Indicate each item on inventoiy form v îich is being continued below. 

ARCHITECTURAL SIGNIFICANCE (Continuation) 

The t h i r d m i l l , constructed i n 1907 across from M i l l #1, i s granite and o r i g i n a l l y 
measured 405' X 150'. The large r a t i o of window to wa l l surface r e f l e c t s the l a t e 
date. A l l three m i l l s r e t a i n t h e i r simple bracketed wooden cornices and most of 
t h e i r o r i g i n a l sash, as wel l as most a u x i l i a r y structures. 

Sagamore M i l l #2 i s s i g n i f i c a n t (1) as an in t a c t and representative example of 
u t i l i t a r i a n granite m i l l s of the late 19th century and (2) as part of one of the 
cit y ' s largest t e x t i l e operations of the 20th century; i t meets c r i t e r i a A and C 
of the National Register. 
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