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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

Built in 1867, the Matheson House is ;wtwo-story
frame building resting on brick piersY The house is
rectangular in plan with an east-west orientation. On
the front of the house (west side) Ms a shed-type porch
with six free standing square wooden columns carried all
the way to the ground. There are four brick chimneys,
two of which are on the exterior of the house at the
gable ends. The building has, as its most significant
feature, a gambrel roof of sufficient pitch to accomodate
three standard narrow dormers topped by low pitched gables
treated on the front as pediments. The roof is covered
with cypress shingles painted green and cut into decora-
tive patterns?\NWindows are scarce and in all cases are
two light sash,  The front door is original and has
glass sidelights, Additions to the house include a
lean-to addition on the east side which houses the kitchen
facilities. The interior of the house has heart pine
flooring and original fireplaces and mantelpieces.

There is a unique balcony at the first stair landing
which overlooks the entry hall. The fabric of the
house is in good condition.
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STATERT OF SIGNIFICANCE

v James Douglas Matheson, a prominent Gainesville
merchant, built this house in 1867, It was inherited by
his son, the Rev., Chris Matheson, who was mayor of
Gainesville for eight terms in the early 1900's and a
member of the Florida legislature in l9%§? The house is
today occupied by Mrs. Chris Matheson, his widow.

\\>Architecturally, the Matheson house is significant
in that the gambrel roof occurs relatively infrequently
in Florida. The house reflects characteristics of a

The gambrel over a single file of rooms (as the Matheson
house was prior to additions) can be seen in many North
Carolina and Virginia houses after 1725, The similarities,
for example, between the Matheson house and the well-known
Booth House in Edenton, N,C., are striking. Both have a
lean-to addition at the rear and a shed-type porch at

the front. Both have the chimney outside and spaced

away from the gable, The main variation is in the type

of dormer used, Matheson having the pedimented type.

It is possible in the case of the Matheson house
that the choice of a gambrel was an economic consideration,
in that less material is required and shorter rafter
lengths can be used, The cutting of the cypress shingles
into ornate patterns would probably not have necessitated
great expense due to the fact that Gainesville was, at
that time, a milling center., Existing data indicates
that the Matheson house, which served as a social center
in postbellum Gainesville ,\is the second oldest house

in the city\\\§

*In Florida, the chronology of Eastern seaboard styles
is not applicable,

transitional style between late Colonial and early Georgian.]
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Mrs. Diane Greer, Historic Sites Specialist
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Division of Archives, History, and Records Mgmt, October, 1971
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As the designated State Liaison Officer for the Na-

tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law I hereby certify that this property is included in the

89-665), I hereby nominate this property for inclusion National Register.

in the National Register and certify that it has been
evaluated according to the criteria and procedures set MM

forth by the Nati 1 Park Service. The recommended
or v the Tational Tar v mmen Chief, Office of Archeology and Hispdric Preservation
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