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APPEARANCE

lit House, an engaging I860 example of u.talianate architecture, is 
:e of President and Mrs."ltlai| C., Rankin on~*the*-«ampu;s at Indiana, 

Lversi-ty, Terre Haute, Indiana. The, University kas "grown around" i 
ise, and in 1965 President Rankin, with the concurrence of the Uni- 
trustees, requested the privilege of restoring the lovely brick home 
as the President's residence. The restoration work was 4one in 1966,

;. 8 C ci'-l

3 ' , -y Seiiu: .
' "* II Q tf> ^

historic house was built by Mr. Jabez Redden for Mr. Luciei^Tfpuriet, 
and watchmaker. In 1863 it was purchased by the Reveren^ancT Mrs. 
Jlondlt and remained in the Condit family until 1962 when the 

property was bequeathed to Indiana State University by Miss Helen Condit, 
tb« last survivor of the family.

Indiana State University — then Indiana State Normal School — opened 
for classes in January, 1870, in a building across Mulberry Street from the 
Condit residence.* History records that in the latter part of the nineteenth 

:<e£$fetury Condit House was "a frequent gathering place for the culturally elite 
of the city." The distinguished Caleb Mills, early educator known as the 
"f*%her of e£he Indiana public school system," was Blackford Condit's father- 
'jgj^'|aTf an4 %ften was among the illustrious guests at Condit House.

•fill The ,restoration project, which included rebuilding and enlarging^the 
timr wing, gave careful attention to preservation of the architectural 
authenticity of the house. Bricks from the removed wing were carefully

I* alQng with doors, window frames, lintels, sills, shutters, orna- 
WQO4 porch trim, and cast iron grilles and gratings. ,

, C. . .'-. . i' ^ "

cu .Architects for the project were. James Associates, Indianapolis, Indiana, 
by H. Roll McLaughlin, A. I. A.

'
£ houae is unusually well preserved in its original flavor. The warm 

facade is formal and symmetrical, giving the residence a studied
n. 'fAn exceptional feature is a deep projection, or pavilion, 
of the facade, surmounted by a classic pediment. On either 

f thggavilion, tucked into the angle of the entrance, is a small 
pgrch. An iron balcony adorns the pavilion. ̂

e is crowned with a hip roof aad projecting eaves and two great 
e eaves are richly bracketed, with small attic windows alter- 
the brackets. The pavilion is gabled with a triangular peakA 
ree tall windows across the front at the upper level and a * 
-floor doorway with a tall window on either side. Twin wooden 
the visitor into a small entrance hallway. The front foyer is 

jr,$uter hallway through a second set of tall doors, these

was |29 Mulberry Street. Today, the street is closed and th< 
the sal* t}H*4r*xigle of the University although the numerals "' 
above the front door.
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7. DESCRIPTION (continued)

paneled with luminous frosted glass cut with a delicate design. From the 
foyer the open stairway leads to the high ceilinged upstairs hall.

Original fireplaces and mantels are beautifully preserved in the drawing 
room, the parlor, the President's study, and in several upstairs rooms. A 
sculptured ceiling medallion is preserved in the drawing room.

The removed rear wing included a dining room and kitchen on the first 
floor and servants' quarters upstairs. Numerous similarities of construction 
noted by the architects between the rear wing and the main part of the house 
led them to conclude that "for purposes of historical record...the removed 
wing was an 'original' part of the house." The restructured rear wing feature 
a deep bay in the dining room and in the master bedroom directly above. A 
commodious east foyer leading to the dining room may be entered from the 
central foyer or from a side porch (plans call for a carriage entrance to be 
constructed later). The kitchen, also in the restructured wing, is designed 
for presidential hosting as well as family use.

Decorations and furnishings throughout the residence maintain the 
character of the architecture. The front bedrooms upstairs are furnished as 
guest rooms with heirlooms from two prominent pioneer Terre Haute families, 
the Hulmans and the Bindleys.
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/frhe Blackford Condit House, now the residence of the 
Indiana State University^* has had a remarkably interesting and 
relationship with education for all of its long history of 
century.

VJhen the house was built at 629 Mulberry Street in 1860 it 
closest neighbors were the professors and students at the Vigo Co 
directly across Mulberry Street. In 1863 the Blackford Condits 
the property and the house gained distinction as a gathering place for 
culturally elite. Blackford Condit, a Presbyterian minister, was mar 
to a daughter of Caleb Mills, recognized as the "Father of Educatic 
Indiana. Mr. Mills and other educational pioneers of the state wei* 
frequent guests at Condit House.

In the mid-1860's the Indiana General Assembly selected as the^-sitf | f 
of the state's first school for the training of teachers, the seminary-^f. 
property across Mulberry Street from Condit House. The Indiana State Hormal 
School opened its doors there on January 6, 1870.

In succession, the Normal School became Indiana State Teachers College, 
then Indiana State College, and then, in 1965, Indiana State University. 
The campus grew and surrounded Condit House; the enrollment surged upward 
until in 1972 more than 18,000 students are served by ISU.

At her death in 1962, Miss Helen Condit, the last survivor of the 
eminent pioneer family, bequeathed Condit House to the University. For 
several years thereafter Condit House served as the.Alumni Center of the 
University. Upon assuming office in 1965, President Alan C. Rankin with 
concurrence of the Trustees 'requested the privilege of restoring and 
remodeling Condit House for.use as the President's residence. The program 
was carried out, and in February, 1968, President Rankin and his family 
moved into Condit House.

So it is that Condit House, a treasured landmark in the center bf the 
Indiana State University campus, again hosts educational and political 
leaders, professors and students, artists and musicians— guests of the 
president of a great university still dedicated.tg-^ducational pioneering.

(continued)
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No. 8 - SIGNIFICANCE (continued)

Condit House is known and cherished by all who have attended 
State and serves as an architectural bond to the culture of the past, 
lovely home is remarkable as a fine example, beautifully restored 
preserved, of residential architecture of 1860. However, the primary 
significance of Condit House lies in its intimate relationship with 
education. It defies the imagination to assess the total impact ofl those 
whose lives have been touched by Condit House, upon the development of 
education in Indiana, in the nation, and indeed, worldwide.
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No. 9 - Major Bibliographical Reference fa; 

Indiana State University Alumni terns, Vol. 

/ Miss Condit Passes. 

Indiana State University Alumniterns, Vol. X

Alumni Center Becomes Reality. 

Indiana State University Alumniterns, Vol. XXII, No. 1, September, 1966, P. 6, .

Gondit House To Be Converted to President's Residence;

Alumni Office Moved to New Alumni Center. 

Indiana State University The Alumni Magazine, Vol. 26, Winter, 1972, Cover,

Condit House, Painting by James MeBride. 1 

Indiana State University The Alumni Magazine, Vol. 26, Winter, 1972, Pp.

The President's House.

Indianapolis News, December 12, 196l -"Rites Planned for Granddaughter of Cale£$ji

Terre Haute Star, December 12, 196l - Miss Helen Condit Dies. ,-^.^f vt?

Terre Haute Tribune, December 20, 1961 - Large Bequests Made in Will of HeJLej

Terre Haute Star, August 3, 1965 - New ISU Dorm to Honor Pioneer Hoosier pd^cator*. :^

Terre Haute Tribune, August 3, 1965 - Name New ISU Residence Hall for Educat

Terre Haute Tribune, September 12, 1965 - Photo (Condit House-Alumni

Terre Haute Tribune-Star, November 1^, 1965 - Will Dedicate Mills,

Indianapolis Star, March 13, 1966 - ISU May Buy House.

Terre Haute Tribune, March lU, 1966 - Condit Home Planned for ISU

Terre Haute Tribune, April 22, 1966 - ISU Officials Approve $8.5

Terre Haute Star, April 23, 1966 - ISU Construction Bids Due May 2**.

Terre Haute Tribune, August 18, 1966 - New Facilities Acconito&ate Expanattig ISU.

(continued)
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No* 9 - Major Bibliographical References (continued)

Terre Haute Star, August 19, 1966 - New Facilities Accommodate Expanding ISU.

Terre Haute Tribune, September 11, 1966 - ISU Condit House Home of Presiff||p; 

^Evansville Press, November 28, 196? - ISU First Lady Plans to Change Absentia

Terre Haute Star, April 12, 1968 - Remodeling Complete on Old Condit House. 

tTerre Haute Star, May 3, 1968 - Hold Open House (photo). ,^fe ': .

Indianapolis Star, May 12, 1968 - Century-Old House New Home for ISU President.
*

Terre Haute Tribune-Star, November 3, 1968 - ISU Staff Members Greeted at Condit House- 
President's Residence.

Terre Haute Star, February 5, 1969 - Plan Membership Tea (photo).

Terre Haute Star, February 20, 1969 - Mrs. Rankin Entertains (photo).

Terre Haute Tribune, February 20, 1969 - Legislators' Wives Tour Indiana State

Terre Haute Tribune-Star, June 1, 1969 - Frat Builds Condit House Garden. • ...

Terre Haute Star, September 6, 1969 - ISU President's Reception Today at Condit House.


