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The Nathan Tufts Park in Somerville is |located near a busy intersection & roads

| eading to Medford, Arlington, Canbridge, and Boston. To the south, east, and north
O the park are early twentieth century houses, to the northwest is an open

field, and to the west is a row of stores. The park is pleasantly |andscaped

taking advantage of the natural rocky formation, an old quarry with a variation

in elevation of about 100 feet. Benches mark the paved wal kways and the park
contains elm trees, maples, evergreens, and shrubbery. Two small areas have been
set aside as tot lots with playground equipment. Two structures are contained with-
in the park, the Powder House (c. 1704-1720) and the Fieldhouse (1935).

The Powder House sits on the edge of the old "Two Penny Brook Quarry" and was
built of stone quarriedthere. The bluestone walls of the cylindrical base

are two feet thick, with brick lining the interior. There is an arched entrance
on the northeast side, which was reinforced with cinderblock c. 1900. A higher
opening on the southwest was also reinforced. The interior has a nmobdern concrete
floor, and a nmodern beamwas added to support the roof. The conical roof is

now shingledwith composition roofing and a flag flies froma twenty foot pole at
the roof's peak.

The Fieldhouse, built by the Wirk Project Admi nistration, is |ocated north-
northwest of tahe Powder House and directly opposite Powder House Circle. The one
story ridge roof structure is approximately fifty feet by twenty-two feet and has
a small cylindrical tower, six feet indiameter, on the northeast corner. The
building is constructed of stone, and the roof is slate on the north facade and
composition shingles on the back. The main entrance to the building is through
the tower, which contains a spiral staircase to the basenent and a door to the
main room This roomis panelled inknotty pine. A fireplace is situated in the
sout heast wall and a carved panel above i tstates "1936/This building was
erected/ for the use and benefit of/the citizens of Somerville/as a Wrk Project
of /the Federal Relief Adm nistration/and the/Wrk Project Adm nistration/Hon.
Leslie E Knox, Mayor".
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The Nathan Tufts Park derives itsprimary significancefromthe Powder House

This was built as amill between 1704 and 1720 and it slocation at t he crossroads
anmong Charl estown, Menotony, Canbridge and Mystic lent itself t ouse by farmers
for mles around.

In 1747, theoldmill was sold t ot heProvince of Massachusetts for use as a
powder house and this sale and new use ledtoitslater significance.
Septenber 1, 1774, General Gage | edtheraid i nwhich 250 half-barrels of the
Colony's store of powder were taken. The next day people fromall the adjoining
communities met, bearing arms forthefirst time, ontheCanbridge Gonmon.

During thefollowing war years, thepcjwler house was a nagazine for the
revolutionary forces.

In 1822, theml|/powder house returned t oprivate owners as part of property
purchased by t heTufts' family, benefactors of neighboring TuftsUniversity.
For several decades, nuch concern was expressed about tdie fate of t he powder
house, but it was not until 1890 that i treturned t opxiblic ownership. This
happened when t heheirs of Nathan Tufts deeded t hestructure and 65,000 square
feet of land totheCity of Somerville. Conditions included thecity buying
additional adjoiningland and designating all of i tas Nathan Tufts Park.

Nat han Tufts Park owes it spreservationtothe Powder House; without the latter,
this five acres would probably have been subdivided along with the adjoining
area around theturn of thecentury.

The Fi el dhouse much nmore recently erected (1935) i nPowder House Park i s
significant fordifferent reasons. First, i ti sa product of theWrk Project
Admi ni stration and as such bears testimony for a particular erain America's
history. Secondly, it was constructed fortheuse and benefit of t hepeople
of Somerville who now have an opportunity torestore i tand usei tas a mini-
museum of Somerville's history.
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