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I NAME 
HISTORIC 

Nathan Tufts Park 
ANDî OR COMMON 

^ Powder House Park /nrpfprrpd') 

[LOCATION 
STREETS) NUMBER 

Powder House Park at 'Powder House Circle _NOT FOR PUBLICATION 
CITY, TOWN 

Somerville . VICINITY OF 

CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICT 

8 
STATE 

Massachusetts 
CODE 

25 
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017 

CLASSIFICATION 
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—STRUCTURE 
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STATE 
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CITY, TOWN 
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STATE 
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O REPRESENTATION IN EXISTING SURVEYS 
TITLE 

I n v e n t o r y o f H i s t o r i c A s s e t s o f t h e Commonwealth 
DATE 

Y 
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B o s t o n , 
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DESCRIPTION 

CONDITION CHECK ONE CHECK ONE 

—EXCELLENT —DETERIORATED —UNALTERED .XORIGI NAL SITE 

—GOOD —RUINS -SVLTERED —MOVED DATE_ 

^ F A I R —UNEXPOSED 

DESCRIBETHE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

The Nathan Tufts Park i n Somerville i s located near a busy intersection ©f roads 
leading to Medford, Arlington, Cambridge, and Boston. To the south, east, and north 
Of the park are early twentieth century houses, to the northwest i s an open 
f i e l d , and to the west i s a row of stores. The park i s pleasantly landscaped 
taking advantage of the natural rocky formation, an old quarry with a variation 
i n elevation of about 100 feet. Benches mark the paved walkways and the park 
contains elm trees, maples, evergreens, and shrubbery. Two small areas have been 
set aside as t o t l o t s with playground equipment. Two structures are contained with­
i n the park, the Powder House (c. 1704-1720) and the Fieldhouse (1935). 

The Powder House s i t s on the edge of the old "Two Penny Brook Quarry" and was 
b u i l t of stone quarried there. The bluestone walls of the c y l i n d r i c a l base 
are two feet t h i c k , with brick l i n i n g the i n t e r i o r . There i s an arched entrance 
on the northeast side, which was reinforced with cinderblock c. 1900. A higher 
opening on the southwest was also reinforced. The i n t e r i o r has a modern concrete 
f l o o r , and a modern beam was added to support the roof. The conical roof i s 
now shingled with composition roofing and a f l a g f l i e s from a twenty foot pole at 
the roof's peak. 

The Fieldhouse, b u i l t by the Work Project Administration, i s located north-
northwest of tahe Powder House and d i r e c t l y opposite Powder House Circle. The one 
story ridge roof structure i s approximately f i f t y feet by twenty-two feet and has 
a small c y l i n d r i c a l tower, six feet i n diameter, on the northeast corner. The 
building i s constructed of stone, and the roof i s slate on the north facade and 
composition shingles on the back. The main entrance to the building i s through 
the tower, which contains a s p i r a l staircase to the basement and a door to the 
main room. This room i s panelled i n knotty pine. A fireplace i s situated i n the 
southeast w a l l and a carved panel above i t states "1936/This building was 
erected/ for the use and benefit of/the citizens of Somerville/as a Work Project 
of/the Federal Relief Administration/and the/Work Project Administration/Hon. 
Leslie E. Knox, Mayor". 
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PERIOD 

—PREHISTORIC 

—1400-1499 

—1500-1599 

— 1600-1699 
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—1800-1899 
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ARCHEOLOGY-PREHISTORIC 
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X_AGRICULTURE 

X_ARCHITECTURE 

ART 

—COMMERCE 

—COMMUNICATIONS 

—COMMUNITY PLANNING 

—CONSERVATION 
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—ENGINEERING 

—EXPLORATION/SETTLEMENT 

—INDUSTRY 

—INVENTION 

—LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE 

—LAW 

—LITERATURE 

iLMILITARY 

—MUSIC 

—PHILOSOPHY 
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—SCIENCE 
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—SOCIAL/HUMANITARIAN 

—THEATER 

—TRANSPORTATION 

—OTHER (SPECIFY) 

SPECIFIC DATES c.1710, 1774, 1935 BUILDER/ARCHITECT 

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

The Nathan Tufts Park derives i t s primary significance from the Powder House 
This was b u i l t as a m i l l between 1704 and 1720 and i t s location at the crossroads 
among Charlestown, Menotomy, Cambridge and Mystic lent i t s e l f to use by farmers 
for miles around. 

In 1747, the old m i l l was sold t o the Province of Massachusetts fo r use as a 
powder house and t h i s sale and new use led to i t s l a t e r significance. On 
September 1, 1774, General Gage led the raid i n which 250 half-barrels of the 
Colony's store of powder were taken. The next day people from a l l the adjoining 
communities met, bearing arms for the f i r s t time, on the Cambridge Common. 
During the following war years, the pcjwder house was a magazine f o r the 
revolutionary forces. 

I n 1822, the mill/powder house returned t o private owners as part of property 
purchased by the Tufts' family, benefactors of neighboring Tufts University. 
For several decades, much concern was expressed about t±ie fate of the powder 
house, but i t was not u n t i l 1890 that i t returned to pxiblic ownership. This 
happened when the heirs of Nathan Tufts deeded the structure and 65,000 square 
feet of land to the City of Somerville. Conditions included the c i t y buying 
additional adjoining land and designating a l l of i t as Nathan Tufts Park. 

Nathan Tufts Park owes i t s preservation to the Powder House; without the l a t t e r , 
t h i s f i v e acres would probably have been subdivided along with the adjoining 
area around the turn of the century. 

The Fieldhouse much more recently erected (1935) i n Powder House Park i s 
si g n i f i c a n t f o r d i f f e r e n t reasons. F i r s t , i t i s a product of the Work Project 
Administration and as such bears testimony f o r a p a r t i c u l a r era i n America's 
history. Secondly, i t was constructed f o r the use and benefit of the people 
of Somerville who now have an opportunity t o restore i t and use i t as a mini-
museum of Somerville's his t o r y . 
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N A M E AS IT APPEARS IN FEDERAL REGISTER: P o w d e r HOUSB P a r k 

OTHER NWES: Nathan Tufts Park '"<Le-XL., 

L O C A T I O N : 

STREET*NUMBER PowdBr I lousc-p^k at- Powder House Ci rc le 
y 

oTY.TowN Somerville 
VICINITY OF 

STATE . Massachusetts 

CONGHESSIONAL DISTRICT g ^ J j 

COUNTY c o d e 

MiddXesex 017. 

OWNER OF PROPERTY; (C i r c l e ) COUNTY OTHER 

ADMINISTRATOR(underline) 

NPS REGION: (CIRCLE) fll.ATLANTIc\, 

PRIVATE STATE LOCAL GOV'T (MUNICIPfl 

FEDERAL (AGENCY NAIIE) : 

MID ATLANTIC SOUTHEAST MIDWEST 

SOUTmrEST ROCKY MOUNTAIN VTEST P A C I F I C NORTmVEST 

F E A T U R E S : NTERIOR IRONS 

CONDITION 

^Substantially intact-1 _ Substanti all y intact-2 —Substantially intact-3 
unknown - 4 unknovvn .-5 unkncwn -6 

— not applicable - 7 _ not applicable - 8 _ Net arplicahle-9 

A- — I n t e r i o r , exterior, environs not intact-0 ^ / 
i K x C E L l E N T _DETERIORATED _ U t l * L T E n E D 
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