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DESCRIBETHE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The Omaha Quartermaster Depot Historic District contains approximately a half-dozen 
structures that, by their virtually unaltered facades and their siting, convey, in 
spite of later building intrusions, the atmosphere of a late 19th Century military 
compound.

The seven-acre site, clearly defined on three sides by a stone wall topped by an 
iron fence with a barbed wire entanglement and on the fourth side by the main line 
tracks of the Union Pacific Railroad, is on the southwestern edge of Omaha's present- 
day central business district. Light industrial development with pockets of older 
residential neighborhoods ring this irregularly shaped and gently sloping site. The 
extensive and well-maintained landscaping of the Depot gives it a park-like feeling. 
Some of the present landscaping dates from 1886, the most visible evidence of which 
is a row of catalpa trees to the west of Building 1,* The landscaping was re-worked 
and added to in 1938 by the CCC (Civilian Conservation Corps.)

The layout of the structures on this tightly organized site has been influenced by 
the tracks of the Union Pacific Railroad and the local topography. Of the buildings 
that comprise the historic "heart" of the Depot (Buildings 1, 3, 18, 20, 21), Build 
ings 1, 3, 20 & 21 are laid out parallel to the main line tracks, while Building 18 
is set at a 45 angle to those buildings on the site's highest point. The influence 
of the railroad on the linear siting of the Depot was even more pronounced in the 
late 19th Century when a spur of the Union Pacific tracks ran right down the middle 
of the Depot in the slot of space defined by Buildings 1, 3, 20 & 21, Later building 
intrusions have not significantly affected the impact of the original geometry of 
the Depot's siting.

In general, the buildings of architectural and historic interest in the Depot (dating 
from 1881 to 1894) can be characterized by their linear form, their formal organiza- 
tion--a central tower section with two symmetrical wings of a lower height, and by 
their construction--heavy timber framing with exterior brick bearing walls. Stylist 
ically, while the buildings lean toward the Italianate in massing and detailing, there 
are touches of Richardsonian Romanesque in some, and several are rather simple vern 
acular brick structures. None of the Depot's wood frame storehouses, stables, and 
sheds from the late 19th Century remain.

The other existing buildings in the Historic District date from 1938 or after. 
Several of these including the two gatehouses, Buildings 2 & 4, and a storage building, 
Building 15, do not detract from the character of the original Depot since their 
materials and scale are sympathetic to the older structures. The remaining buildings 
(Buildings 24, 11, 6, and 8) are clearly intrusions in the District.

*A note on the numbering of the buildings. The numbers used in referring to buildings 
in the Omaha Quartermaster Depot Historic District are taken from the U, S. Army's 
numbering of buildings. There are numbers in the sequence which are missing, indica 
ting structures that have been removed.
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Building No. 1 Post Headquarters: 1881, Italianate, two-story central structure 
with 2 one-story symmetrical wings, brick with slate roof, notable cornice on central 
portion and decorative grille covers for ventilating devices on wings. Extensive 
interior remodeling, presently offices for U. S. Army Reserve, good condition.

Building No. 3 Engineering Administration Building: 1881, vernacular brick, one- 
story, brick with shingle roof. Interior remodel ings, presently vacant, good condi 
tion.

Building No. 18 Finance Administration Building: 1889, Italianate/vernacular brick, 
two stories, brick with slate roof. Interior remodel ings for CCC in 1938 and for 
Italian prisoners of war in World War II, presently offices for U. S. Army Reserve, 
good condition.

Building No. 21 General Storehouse: 1890, Richardsonian Romanesque massing and 
detailing, two stories with full basement, brick with slate roof, original heavy 
timber trusses, columns, and joists still evident on the interior. Presently vacant, 
deteriorated condition.

Building No. 20 Administrative Offices and Storehouse: 1894, Italianate/vernacular 
brick, three-story central tower with 2 two-story symmetrical wings, full basement, 
brick with slate roof, chimneys notable for brickwork and iron supports, good ware 
house doors. Interior remodeling, presently offices and classrooms for U. S. Army 
Reserve, good condition.

Buildings No. 2 and 4 Gatehouses: 1938, vernacular brick, one-story brick with 
asbestos shingle roof. Interior remodeling, presently used as offices, good condi 
tion.

Building No. 15 Administration: 1938, vernacular brick, one-story brick with 
asbestos shingle roof. Presently used as storage, good condition.

Nonconforming Intrusions in the District

Building No. 5 Maintenance: 1936, brick with shingle roof. Presently used as motor 
pool, shops.

Building No. 24 Administration: 1944, masonry construction with flat roof. Presently 
used as field hospital.
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Building No. 11 Motor Repair/Garage: 1948, brick with shingle roof. 

Building No. 6 Flammable Storage: 1954, concrete block with flat roof. 

Building No. 8 General Storage: 1958, metal building.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Omaha Quartermaster Depot played a significant role in late 19th and early 20th 
Century regional and local history and today remains a remarkably cohesive ensemble 
of military architecture from that period. As a Quartermaster Depot it was respon 
sible for obtaining, storing, and dispersing supplies to military personnel and 
outposts of the U. S. Army's Department of the Platte at the end of the Indian Wars. 
The peak of activity at the Depot occurred during World War I when it supplied camps 
and National Guard units throughout the Plains. During the New Deal years it served 
as the supply base for 34 regional CCC (Civilian Conservation Corps) camps. On a 
local level, it is one of the few remnants of Omaha's turn-of-the-century glory days 
as a rail capital. Today, the Depot's uniquely preserved architectural character and 
its park-like setting provide a valuable object lesson in Omaha's urban heritage.

In 1866 the U. S. Army re-established the Department of the Platte with headquarters 
in Omaha. The specific purpose of this infantry and cavalry department was to protect 
both settlers moving through the Indian territory and those constructing the Union 
Pacific Railroad. These troops, traveling "forty miles a day on beans and hay", were 
sorely pressed when their beans, hay, ammunition, oats, medical supplies, coffee, and 
animals gave out. Omaha was chosen as the site for the Department's Quartermaster 
Depot in 1866, and the first "Government Corral" was established in the vicinity of 
13th & Webster on land owned by the Union Pacific Railroad. The "Old Corral", as it 
was called, handled materials brought up the Missouri River with as many as 5 steam 
boats a day docked at Omaha with supplies for the Depot.

In 1879, the original facility was considered inadequate to outfit the far-flung 
frontier outposts, so General William T. Sherman ordered a new storehouse be built at 
the present location of the Omaha Quartermaster Depot. This location is some 7 blocks 
west of the original site and is nearly halfway between Omaha's other early military 
installations, Fort Omaha to the north and Fort Crook in Bellevue, Although no horses 
or other livestock were quartered at the new Depot, as they had been at the original, 
the name the "Old Corral" was inherited by the 21st & Woolworth site from its prede 
cessor. As the principal supply depot for the Department of the Platte, the Depot's 
customers included Forts Bridgef, Douglas, Laramie, McKinney, Niobrara, Robinson, 
Russell, Sidney, Wasnakie, Montezuma Creek, DuChesne; Camps Medicine and Pilot Buttes; 
and sub-depots at Ogallala, Nebraska and Cheyenne, Wyoming.

The original site of 4.9 acres was purchased from the estate of Jacob Shull in 1879, 
for the sum of $3000.00, with money raised by public subscription. Additional land, 
amounting to about 2 acres, was acquired from Mary A. Elliott and Albert Hartsuff
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in 1903, bringing the Depot to its present 7.0 acres. By 1882, 17 buildings had been 
built, 2 of which remain today (Buildings 1 and 3); and in 1886 the site was land 
scaped. The predominantly red brick buildings constructed at this time that remain 
on the Depot (Buildings 1, 3, 18, 20, 21) are representative of stylistic tendencies 
of the late 19th Century architecture (Italianate massing and detailing, Richardsonian 
Romanesque touches) and of vernacular buildings of the time. The architectural strength 
of the structures remaining from this period lies not in their individual merits, but 
in the ambiance created by their siting and materials.

Even though the Indians of the Central and Northern Plains had been moved onto reser 
vations by 1880, the Depot saw Indian activity until the last outbreak of the Sioux 
in 1890 that culminated with the Battle of Wounded Knee. The Army's responsibilities 
in the area continued to diminish until 1898 when the Department of the Platte was 
phased out. No significant activities took place at the Depot until the outbreak 
of "The Great War" in 1917.

In the 3 years preceding the war, only 9.56 million pounds of supplies were handled; 
however, during the 18 months of the war some 278.2 million pounds passed through 
the Depot. The Depot supported some 150,000 troops at Camp Funston, Kansas; Fort 
Leavenworth, Kansas; Fort Des Moines, Iowa; and the National Guard of Nebraska, Iowa, 
Minnesota, North and South Dakota, Missouri, and Colorado. Records indicate single 
contracts for $919,750.00 for potatoes and 10,000 turkeys. In 1918 an addition to 
Storehouse Building No. 20 was built to increase the capacity to handle the increased 
requirements of World War I. In February, 1919 the Depot was staffed by 29 military 
officers, 63 enlisted men, and 302 civilians, up from one military officer and 37 
civilians 2 years before.

After the war, the Depot's use was diminished to the point where no supplies were 
stored there in 1927. It was declared surplus and offered for sale. No takers were 
found. In 1932 it was offered, but again no sale was made. During the first 
Roosevelt administration Building 21 was used as a transient shelter. Following 
a 3-alarm fire in Building 21 in 1937, traces of which can still be seen in the build 
ing, a CCC detachment was housed in Building No. 18, which had been remodeled by 
the WPA (Works Project Administration.) Building No. 1 was also renovated to serve 
as the headquarters for this CCC detachment. A new garage was built to house CCC 
trucks, pavement was repaired, and a general "facelift" was given the Depot, including 
substantial landscaping.

During World War II the Depot provided expendable supplies to recruiting depots, 
served as an ordinance school for officers, and as an automotive training center. 
Toward the end of the war, Italian prisoners of war were quartered in Building 18. 
At this time the brown wood fence that once topped the stone wall surrounding the 
Depot was replaced by the present steel fence with the inward-angled barbed wire 
entanglement meant to discourage prisoner escapes.
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After World War II, the installation became the base for the Iowa-Nebraska National 
Guard. During this post-war era the "Old Corral" was referred to officially as 
"Kansas City Quartermaster Sub-depot." Today the Depot, officially known as the 
United States Army Reserve Center Facility, is the headquarters for the 561st 
Support Group, United States Army Reserve.

The history of the Omaha Quartermaster Depot, closely paralleling Omaha's rise 
and decline as a rail center, reads like a synopsis of American history as turn-of- 
the-century energies were re-directed from the conquering of a continent to 
international leadership. To the present day, the Depot provides an accurate 
record of the physical setting that was the background for these events in America's 
emergence into adulthood.
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