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DESCRIPTION 

CONDITION CHECK ONE CHECK ONE 
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_FAIR —UNEXPOSED 

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

Abbot House i s b u i l t of polychromatic granite i n the Richardsonian Romanesque s t y l e . 
The facade i s rust yellow colored stone, with f i v e dark brownstone s t r i n g courses of 
varying width; three wide ones l i n k i n g basement, f i r s t and second f l o o r l i n t e l s and 
two narrow ones l i n k i n g f i r s t and second f l o o r s i l l s . These banks serve as an impor­
tant element of continuity. 'Itie windows are of various styles and sizes and appear 
to have almost a random placement i n the walls, though i n fa c t they genuinely demark 
the Victorian-shaped rooms w i t h i n , and the staircases. The raised basement i s 
distinguished from the rest of the structure by being of a darker stone and by i t s 
height. 

Above and below the Windows'oh the ground- f l o o r the monochromatic bank of dark granite 
i s void of any d e t a i l . The windows echo t h i s modern, ribbon-like q u a l i t y as they are 
plate glass and are asymmetrical, w i t h the top frame smaller than the bottom, ©n 
the f r o n t facade i s a subtly art i c u l a t e d Syrian arch extending over the alcove windows 
of the entrance h a l l and the f r o n t door, which clear l y indicate the main entrance to 
the approaching v i s i t o r . 

The second story windows are also delineated by two s t r i n g courses running above and 
below the window casements. The one above, marking the c e i l i n g of the rooms w i t h i n , 
i s unornamented except f o r a s l i g h t l i p on the upper edge, whereas the one below i s a 
t h i n r i b of stone molding with a f i n e c l a s s i c al d e n t i l course on the lower edge. The 
windows are t y p i c a l l y small paneled Colonial r e v i v a l , although occasionally joined with 
a plate-glass pane i n the lower frame. The t h i r d (half) story rise's''through the eaves, 
which carry a t y p i c a l heavy Romanesque d e n t i l course on the upper edge, and exists 
p r i n c i p a l l y as dormer windows set around i n the hip roof of red Spanish t i l e . The 
fenestration i s triangular leaded glass casement windows. The arrangement of window 
styles combined with the change i n " i n t e n s i t y of the s t r i n g courses p u l l s the' eye up 
and down the facade and counteracts the natural heaviness of the material with whichtthe 
house i s b u i l t . • ' ' i-- v . . . 

The general plan of the o r i g i n a l Abbot House i s that of an L>' formed by Joining two 
oblongs and capping them with a hip roof. The f r o n t of the L i s the central part of 
the building. This oblong i t s e l f actually contains some degree of symmetry, for 
although not readily apparent from the str e e t , i t has three towers fused in t o i t s mass 
i n a more or less symmetrical arrangement. The roof i s covered i n red t i l e s . The 
gable f i n i a l s are f l e u r - d e - l i s , i n terracotta. Rising from the roof are six granite 
chimneys capped with red sandstone. Although the use of heavy t i l e s for the roof 
was becoming popular at the time Abbot House was b u i l t , the t i l e s also contributed to 
the o v e r a l l f i r e p r o o f i n g of the bu i l d i n g , which was a prime consideration for Mr. 
Abbot. The walls of the structure are more than a foot thick and rest on a f i n e l y 
l a i d foundation of cut fieldstone. The walls are self-supporting masonry and contain 
no iron or wooden bracing. There i s steel trussing i n the roof, rather than pinned 
oaken timbering. The roof on the Abbot House owes much to the Red House of William 
Morris and to the neoclassic crowns and f i n i a l s of Charles McKim's Boston Public 
Library. The chimneys, however, are Richardsonian; They are low and subdued, and i n c 
construction are i d e n t i c a l to those of Richardsonian, containing no elements of Queen 
Anne Revival or shingle s t y l e . 
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The i n t e r i o r of Abbot House i s finished almost e n t i r e l y i n wood paneling—oak, 
walnut, and butternut are used f o r the downstairs rooms. I n a l l the rooms the same 
motifs are repeated with an organic rhythm. The room to the r i g h t of the fr o n t 
entrance contains an overall decor that has Palladian elements of the Colonial 
Revival as compared to the I t a l i a n and Queen Anne elements that are to be found i n 
the other rooms. 

The arrangement of space i n the f r o n t part of the house i s such that volumes move 
in and out of the rooms, despite the apparent scheme of cxibicles opening in t o a cen­
t r a l h a l l . Each room on the ground f l o o r opens int o i t s neighbor, and the o r i g i n a l 
dining room can open int o the stairway h a l l . A stairway with somewhat Byzantine turned 
ballusters curves upward from the l e f t rear corner of the entrance h a l l . The wide 
molding used i n f i n i s h i n g the i n t e r i o r s of the rooms on the t h i r d f l o o r adds a mod­
ern note to those rooms and highlights the abstracted window placements. 

An addition to the Abbot House was made i n 1968 when the Longy School constructed a 
combination concert h a l l and l i b r a r y (Edward Pickman Concert H a l l ) , i t i s joined 
to the building at the back of the stairway h a l l a r d i s p a r a l l e l with and connected 
to the e l l of the o r i g i n a l house. The exterior brick i s the same rust yellow of the 
garden wall and the darker colored b e l t courses (of precast concrete) delineate the 
fl o o r and c e i l i n g levels i n the same manner as those i n the p r i n c i p a l structure. The 
o r i g i n a l garden wall of yellow brick with red sandstone capping extends along the Pollen 
and Garden Street Sides of the Longy property. 
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The Edvln Abbot House in Cambridge retains integrity o£ location, design, setting, 
materials, workmanship, feeling and association, is associate^ witji persons ŷ . 
significant in our past and is one of the finest residential interpretations of 
Richardsonian inspired design in Cambridge. . • . .v̂'V -

Abbot House was built'in 1889 at One Follen Street, Cambridge, oh the site of the old 
Cambridge Arsenal by Mr. E.H. Abbot, a lawyer and president of the Wisconsin Central 
Conpany who had moved to Canfcridge from Milwaukee, Wisconsin. He commissioned the 
Boston firm of Longfellow, Alden and Harlow to design for him the f i r s t stone house 
in the city of Cambridge; Abbot v/as undoubtedly attracted to the firm because of 
their having won the conpetition to design the Cambridge City Hall. A l l three 
architects had originally worked as part of the office of H.H. Richardson and his 
influence is clearly seen in the exterior and interior design and finishing of 
Abbot House. . Newspapers of the time describe i t as "probably the only fireproof 
and the most expensive residence in the city." 

Abbot House is aarrently in appropriate adaptive use as the Longy School of f4isic. 
The building was:purchased by the school in 1937 fi-om Edwin H-. Abbots Jr. -A-.-;-
major addition was made in 1968 in the form of a coirbination concert hall and library 
designed by the architectural firm of Huygens and Tappe, Inc. The concert'hall/library 
has won numerous prizes and was featured in the January 1966 issue of Progressive 
Architecture.Tne birdivood plywood paneling used throughout the large room echoes 
the extensive use of paneling in Abbot House, and the fact that the outside rear 
wall of Abbot House, serves as an interior wall in the foyerrOf. .th,e cpnjcert hall 
is another important visual bridge. • - • - . - ' " . ' 

The Longy School of Ntisic was founded in 1915 by Georges Longy, principal oboist 
with the Boston Synphony Orchestra, to providje musical training in the French 
manner for children of the Boston Synphony Orchestra players. The school moved to 
its present quarters in:1937 and- continues to this day the inportant emphasis on 
solfege training begun by Mr. Longy. Its distinguished faculty and student body 
have included such wellTknown irposicians as Nadia Boulanger, Gregory Tucker, Vtolfe 
Wolfinsohn, E. Power Biggs, Daniel Pinkham, Anton Kurti, Robert Freeman, and Boris 
Goldovsky. Situated midway between Harvard and Kadcliffe, the school provides an 
important musical resource for students living in Cambridge as well as for young 
children and adults. The Edward-Pickman Concert Hall,is widely used for concerts 
presented by Longy faculty and students and by acconplished outside musicians 
who rent the fa c i l i t y . 
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MUSIC 

A p r i l 13, 1979 

Dr. William J. Murtagh 
Keeper of the National Register 
Heritage Conservation and Recreation Service 
Department of the I n t e r i o r 
Pension Building 
440 G Street, N.W. 
Washington, D.C. 20243 

Dear Dr. Murtagh: 

Thank you for l e t t i n g us know that yOur committee w i l l soon be considering 
whether the Edwin Abbot-House-XLongy^chool of Music) should be l i s t e d i n 
the National Registers of Hist o r i c Places. The trustees and administration of 
the Longy School value the architectural significance of our building and are 
eager for the significant details of the building to be preserved. 

Abbot House i s an important example of Richardson-Romanesque architecture and 
holds a unique position as the f i r s t stone house to be constructed in'Cambridge. 
I t was described by newspapers of the time (1881) as "probably the only fireproof 
and the most expensive residence i n the c i t y . " The building i s located adjacent 
to Arsenal Square, on the edge of the Old Cambridge Historic D i s t r i c t . Abbot 
House has seen eff e c t i v e adaptive use as a music school since 1937 and has under­
gone very few changes. Important exterior and i n t e r i o r features are very much 
in t a c t , though currently i n need of repair. 

We appreciate having been given the opportunity to restate our case and w i l l hope to 
hear a positive outcome i n the near future. 

Sincerely, 

Linda L. Glick, Trustee 

P.S. To avoid confusion, I should t e l l you that the name of the President of the 
Board of Trustees, Betty vN. Burroughs, appears on any documents requiring a sig­
nature. 7 

0 

One Follen Street, Cambridge, Massachusetts 02138 (617) 876-0956 
two blocks north of Harvard Square at Garden Street and Concord Avenue 



fT^ilATOMAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES 

• • ' • 8 197a- 1 DATE r: 

O'.TE or: K VAK'-H 

.:TI^LS 



ENTRIES IN THE NATIONAL REGISTER 

STATE JL',SSACHUSETTS 

Date Entered I Q \9jq 

Name Location 
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Sanderson, J u l i a , Theater (Paramount Theater) 
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294 Washington Street 
Boston, Massachusetts 02108 

the National Register at (202)343-6401. 


