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Abbot House i sbuilt of polychromatic granite i ntheRichardsoni an Romanesque style.
The facade i srust yellowcolored stone, with five dark brownstone string courses of
varying width; three wde ones linking basenment, first and second floor lintels and
two narrow ones linking first and second floor sills. These banks serve as an inpor-
tant element of continuity. ‘'ltie windows ar e of various styles and sizes and appear
to have almost a randomplacement i nthe walls, though i nfact they genuinely denark
the Victorian-shaped roons within, and thestaircases. The raised basenmenti s
distinguished fromtherest of thestructure by being of a darker stone and by its
hei ght .

Above and bel ow t he Wndows' oh the ground- floor t henonochromatic bank of dark granite
is void of any detail. The windows echo this nodern, ribbon-like quality as theyare
plate glass and areasymmetrical, with thetopframe smaller than t hebottom ©n

the front facade i sa subtly articulated Syrian arch extending over t heal cove wi ndows
of theentrance hall and thefront door, which clearly indicate thenmain entranceto
the approaching visitor.

The second story windows arealso delineated by two string courses running above and
bel ow t hew ndow casenments. The one above, marking theceiling of t heroonms within,

is unornamented except for aslight Iip on theupper edge, whereas theone below i s a
thin ribofstone molding with a fine classical dentil course on thelower edge. The
wi ndows aretypically small paneled Colonial revival, although occasionally joined with
a plate-glass pane i nthelower frame. The third (half) story rise' s 'through t he eaves,
which carry a typical heavy Romanesque dentil course on t heupper edge, and exists
principally as dormer windows set around i nthehip roof of red Spanish tile. The
fenestration i striangular |eaded glass casenent wi ndows. The arrangement of w ndow
styles conbined with thechange in"intensity of thestring courses pulls the' eye up
and down t hefacade and counteracts t henatural heaviness of the material with whichtthe

house i s built. ¢ i--V

The general plan of theoriginal Abbot House i sthat of an > formed by Joining two
oblongs and capping themwith a hiproof. The front of theL i sthecentral part of
the building. This oblong itself actually contains sone degree of symetry, for

al though not readily apparent fromthestreet, it has three towers fused into its mass
in anore or less symmetrical arrangement. The roof i scovered i nredtiles. The
gable finials arefleur-de-lis, i nterracotta. Rising fromtheroof aresix granite
chi meys capped with redsandstone. Although t heuse of heavy tiles for theroof

was becom ng popular at thetime Abbot House was built, thetiles also contributedto
the overall fireproofing of thebuilding, which was a prime consideration for M.
Abbot. The walls of thestructure arenore than a foot thick and rest on a finely
laid foundationof cutfieldstone. The walls areself-supporting masonry and contain
no iron or wooden bracing. There i ssteel trussing i ntheroof, rather than pinned
oaken timbering. The roof on t heAbbot House owes much t ot he Red House of Wl liam
Morris and t ot heneocl assic crowns and finials of Charles MKims Boston Public
Library. The chimeys, however, areRichardsonian; They arel owand subdued, and i n ¢
construction areidentical t othose of Richardsonian, containing no elements of Queen
Anne Revival or shingle style.
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The interior of Abbot House i sfinished almst entirely inwood paneling—eak,
wal nut, and butternut are used for the downstairs roons. I nall theroons the sane
motifs are repeated with an organic rhythm The roomto theright of the front
entrance contains an overall decor that has Palladian el enments of the Colonial
Revival as conpared totheltalian and Queen Anne el ementsthat aretobe foundin

the other roons.

The arrangement of space i nthe front part of the house i s such that volumes nove

in and out of the roons, despite the apparent scheme of cxibicles opening into a cen-
tral hall. Each roomon the ground floor opens into its neighbor, and theoriginal
dining room can open into the stairway hall. A stairway with somewhat Byzantine turned
ballusters curves upward from the left rear corner of the entrance hall. The wi de

mol ding used i nfinishingtheinteriorsof therooms on thethird floor adds a nod-

ern note t othose roons and highlights the abstracted w ndow placements.

An addition to the Abbot House was made i n 1968 when t he Longy School constructed a
combi nation concert hall and library (Edward Pickman Concert Hall), it i s joined

to thebuilding at the back of the stairway hall ardis parallel with and connected

to theell of theoriginal house. The exterior brick i sthe sane rust yellow of the
garden wal |l and the darker colored belt courses (of precast concrete) delineate the
floor and ceiling levels i nthe sane manner as those i ntheprincipal structure. The
original gardenwall of yellow brick with red sandstone capping extends along the Pollen

and Garden Street Sides of the Longy property.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Edvin Abbot House i n Canbridge retains integrity of | ocation, design, setting,
material s, workmanship, feeling and association, i s associate®witji persons
significant i nour past andis one of the finest residential interpretations of
R chardsoni an inspired design i n Canbri dge. . e . MV -

Abbot House was huilt'in 1889 at Qne Fol | en Street, Canbridge, ohthe site of theold
Ganbori dge Arsenal by M. E H Abbot, alavvrer and presi dent of the Wsconsin Central
onpany who had noved t o CGanfcridge fromM | waukee, Wsconsin. He comm ssioned t he
Boston firm of Longfellow, A den andHarlowto design for hi mthe first stone house

in the city of Canbridge; Abbot v/ias undoubtedly attracted to the firm because of
their havi n% won the conpetition to design the Canbridge City Hall. All three
architects had ori?i nal Iy worked as part of the office of HH R chardson and his
influence i sclearly seeninthe exterior andinterior desi Pn and finishing of

Abbot House. . Newspapers of the tinme describe it as "probably the only fireproof

and the nost expensive residence inthe city."

Abbot House i s aarrently i nappropriate adaptive use as the Longy School of fdisic.

The buil ding was: purchased by the school in 1937 fi-omEdw n H. Adbbots Jr. -A--

maj or addition was nade i n 1968 i nthe formof a coirbination concert hall and |ibrary
designed by the architectural firm of I—lglgens and Tappe, Inc. The concert'hall/library
has won nunerous prizes and was featuredi nthe January 1966 i ssue of Progressive
Architecture. Tne birdivood pl ywood paneling used throughout the |arge roomechoes

the extensive use of paneling i nAbbot Huse, andthe fact that the outsiderear

wal | of Abbot House, serves as aninterior wall inthe foyerr(. the cpnjcert hall

Is another inportant visual bridge. ° - e - . - B

The Longy School of Ntisic was founded i n 1915 by Georges Longy, principal oboi st
with the Boston Synphony Orchestra, to providje musical training i nthe French
manner for children of the Boston Synphony O chestra players. The school novedto
Its present quarters in:1937 and- continues to this day the inportant enphasis on
sol fege training begun bE(/ M. Longy. [tsdistinguished faculty and student body
have 1 ncl uded such wel | Tknown irposicians as Nadi a Boul anger, Qegory Tucker, \tolfe
VWl finsohn, E Power Biggs, Daniel P nkham Anton Kurti, Robert Freeman, and Boris
Gol dovsky. Situatedmdway between Harvard and Kadcliffe, the school providesan
important nusical resource for students living i nCanbridge as wel| as for young
children and adults. The Edward- P cknan Concert Hall,is w dely used for concerts
presented by Longy faculty and students and by acconplished outside nusicians

who rent the facility.
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April 13, 1979

Dr. WlliamJ. Mirtagh

Keeper of theNational Register

Heritage Conservation and Recreation Service
Department of the Interior

Pensi on Buil ding

440 G Street, NW

Washi ngton, DC 20243

Dear Dr. Mirtagh:

Thank you for letting us know that yQur committee will soon be considering
whet her t he Edwi n Abbot - House- XLongy”~chool of Music) should be listedi n

the National Registers of Historic Places. The trustees and admi nistration of
the Longy School value thearchitectural significance of our building and are
eager for thesignificant details of thebuilding tobe preserved.

Abbot House i san inportant exanple of R chardson-Romanesque architecture and
holds a unique position as thefirst stone house t obe constructed in'Canbridge.
It was described by newspapers of thetime (1881) as "probably theonly fireproof
and t he nost expensive residence i nthecity." The building i slocated adjacent
to Arsenal Square, on theedge of theO d Canbridge Historic District. Abbot
House has seen effective adaptive use as a nusic school since 1937 and has under -
gone very fewchanges. Important exterior and interior features arevery nuch
intact, though currently in need of repair.

V& appreciate having been given theopportunity torestate our case andwill hopeto
hear a positive outcome i nthenear future.

Sincerely,

Linda L. Glick, Trustee

P.S To avoid confusion, | should tell youthat thename of thePresident of the
Board of Trustees, Betty vN Burroughs, appears on any docunents requiring a sig-
nature. 7
0
One Follen Street, Cambridge, Massachusetts 02138 (617) 876-0956

two blocks north of Harvard Square at Garden Street and Concord Avenue
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