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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The Ulrich House is a one and one-half story brick structure with L-shaped plan 
that faces east on North Eighth Street in Manhattan. The moderately steep wood shingled 
roof has jerkin-head side gables and is punctuated at irregular intervals by gabled wall 
dormers.

Decorative detailing is confined to two wood porches on the east and south, two 
wood bay windows on the north and south, and drip mouldings over the arched dormer 
windows. Otherwise the building is plain, with painted brick walls, stone basement 
and water table, and rectangular windows and doors with plain stone lintels and sills.

With its decorated one story porch extending the length of the facade and two 
gabled wall dormers with arched windows and drip mouldings above, the east elevation 
is the most elaborate and, along with the north gable end, one of the least altered 
portions of the structure.

Overall, the Ulrich House has been altered very little since 1869. What altera­ 
tions have occurred, moreover, have failed to seriously interfere with the structure's 
original architectural character. Through comparison of the present appearance of the 
house with its appearance in an old photograph (reportedly of early 1870's vintage) 
it is evident that the south porch has been enlarged southward and enclosed with 
screening and that the lights of the south bay window have been changed. These changes 
probably were made in the early 1940's by Frank Lemon, who also performed extensive 
interior remodel ings. It is also evident from the old photograph that the exterior 
painting of the brick was not an early treatment. Finally, a one story frame addition, 
dating before 1930, was made to the south, probably to link a brick outbuilding to the 
house. It appears that after 1930 two additions were made to the rear, though these 
use the same materials and window treatments as those employed in the main sections 
of the building and are therefore highly compatible with it.

Structurally the property is in good condition.

The siting of the Ulrich House is notable because it is still associated with 
the three lots originally acquired for the residence by Robert Ulrich in the late 
1860's. The lots are presently fenced in with a white painted board fence, and 
along the east border it is associated with some masonry curbing and posts.
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TATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Ulrich House is significant to Manhattan both for its association with 
Robert Ulrich, an early Manhattan resident whose successful brick manufacturing and 
construction business in the later 1860's, the 1870's and 1880's satisfied the desires 
of a prosperous Manhattan clientele for substantial and fine brick buildings, and for 
its identity as a significant remnant of Manhattan's architectural past.

Chronology:

Between mid-April and mid-November, 1868, lots 209, 210 and 211 in Ward 4 of 
Manhattan were acquired by Robert Ulrich, a new resident who had come to Manhattan 
from West Virginia in 1867. By September 26, 1868, the Manhattan Standard could 
report that, "Mr. Ulrich is erecting a brick dwelling at the corner of Humboldt and 
Sixth Streets." (Sixth Street is now Eighth Street). Ulrich died in 1887, but the 
property remained in the family until it was sold to Frank Lemon on June 30, 1943. 
The property was then sold to Russell Dary on July 30, 1945, and remained in the 
Dary family until January 6, 1969, when it was sold to the Union National Bank of 
Manhattan, the present owner. In the winter of 1978 a change in the zoning designa­ 
tion of the area was proposed in order to allow a developer to demolish the Ulrich 
House and construct a multi-unit housing complex. Citizens protested the zoning 
change, and it was not approved. Future plans for the property are presently un­ 
certain,and the property continues to be operated as rental housing.

Historical evaluation:

Manhattan had been laid out in 1855, but it was not until the late 1860's, with 
the arrival of the Kansas Pacific Railroad, that the community began to grow and prosper. 
Robert Ulrich settled in Manhattan in 1867, just as the town was entering this period 
of growth. He ran a brick manufacturing and building business that successfully 
catered to various of Manhattan's building needs from the late 1860s until his death 
in 1887.

Ulrich's business was highly respected by citizens of the community. An 1881 
community promotion publication by the Manhattan Nationalist declared that, "The brick 
manufactured by Mr. Ulrich are first class and have been pronounced by the best archi­ 
tects to be unequaled by any brick manufactured in Kansas except by one or two yards 
in the eastern partof the State.... the bricks are hard and durable, burned to a rich 
dark red color, and stand the weather perfectly...As a builder, Mr. Ulrich is second 
to none. As a brick layer he has but few equals, and he can point with pride to the 
larger share of the finest residences in Manhattan and say they are my work." The
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