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SKETCH MAP 

Draw map showing property's location 

in relationship to nearest cross streets 

and other buildings or geographical features, 

Indicate north. "Skiz. oiWc'*^'^^ ^ «^ . 

1. Town Brookline MRA 
Address Boylston Street 

Name ' Reservoir Park 

2. Ownership: 

X_ Public 

Private 

Present owner Town of Brookline 

3. Type: 

X Park ' '• ' * . 

Green .v«-' . 

Training Field 
— — — — '7A''^ 

Boulevard or Parkway 
Other 

4.Description: ' k'n-. ' .' 

Dateca.1848 (see h i s t , s i g . ) 

Size (approx. acreage) 32% 

Architect (if t l ^ f i t f i k J l -
Location of Plans ( i f known) Engineeri i 
Dept., Town H a l l , Ci ty of Brookl i i 

Setting Abuts Rte.9 to north and 

quiet r e s i d e n t i a l areas on other 
sides 

Current Condition Good 

• ft T •'iii 

Recorded by C a r l a Benka 

Organization Brookline H i s t . Comm. 

Date June 1983 

Newton Quadrangle 1 
UTM References: 
A: 19/324220/4688260 
B: 19/324170/4687960 
C: 19/323790/4687820 
D: 19/323580/4688030 

Map f: 5 . 
12/82 



VISUAL ASSESSMENT Describe topography and layout. Note components such as structures 
(bandstands, gazebos, sheds) monuments 5 fountains; landscaping 

.\ 77':.. J,: features (formal plantings, bodies of water). 
•' Compare current appearance with o r ig ina l , i f possible. 

The B r o o k l i n e Reservoir i s a manmade body o f water measuring approximately one 
mi l e i n c i rcumference . I t i s i n c l u d e d i n a 32% acre (more or less) park t h a t 
was l a i d out i n 1902 to designs o f A l e x i s French, the Brook l ine Town Engineer. 
Al though there have been a number o f plans t o a l t e r i t s o r i g i n a l appearance, the 
park today i s r e l a t i v e l y unchanged. The g r a n i t e and l imestone gatehouse t h a t 
stands a t the eas tern end o f the pa rk , near the i n t e r s e c t i o n o f Boyls ton and 
Warren .3 t ree ts , was b u i l t i n 1848. . I t i s approached f rom p a r t o f Boyls ton Streel 
by a s l i g h t i n c l u d e , bu t g e n e r a l l y , the r e s e r v o i r r e s t s i n a bas in and i s reachec 
by a gen t l e downward slope e i t h e r f r o m Dud ley 'S t r ee t or Route 9 or Lee S t r e e t . 
W i l l o w trees and f l o w e r i n g cherry t rees have been p l a n t e d around the per imeter 
o f the wa te r ; there are also evergreens as w e l l as maples and o ther deciduous 
t r e e s . Benches have been placed f o r the convenience o f s t r o l l e r s and others 
who come to en joy the park . I t i s a lso a f a v o r i t e j o g g i n g spot . Passive 
r e c r e a t i o n a l use i s p r e f e r r e d . . , ^ 

HISTORICAL SIGNIFICMCE Discuss types of use, major period of use, evaluate inportance 
wi th in town. 

The 1842 map o f the Town o f B r o o k l i n e shows t h a t the area where the r e s e r v o i r 
and gatehouse were b u i l t was once l o w - l y i n g pas tu re land w i t h a marsh i n the 
center and a stream r i m n i n g through i t . I n the c o l o n i a l p e r i o d , the land belongt 
t o the Gardner f a m i l y , bu t by 1800, Richard S u l l i v a n , a Boston m e r c h a n t h a d 
purchased i t and b u i l t a l a rge house on the l and o f f what was then c a l l e d 
the Sherburne Road. John Thayer, a Boston banker, was a l a t e r owner and he 
was p r epa r ing to b u i l d h i s hoijie when the C i t y o f Boston took f i v e acres o f h i s 
l and f o r the purposes o f c o n s t r u c t i n g a r e s e r v o i r . The eventua l s ize o f the 
C i t y ' s purchase was over 30 acres ( f o r $58 ,418 .93) . The r e s e r v o i r was b u i l t to J 
f eed the Beacon H i l l Reservoir i n Boston, which stood a t the i n t e r s e c t i o n o f 
Hancock, Derne, and Temple S t r e e t s . On October 14, 1848, the f i r s t water f r om 
Lake Cochi tuate was l e t through a smal l condui t here to the 3 0 - i n main pipe a t 
11:15 a .m. , a r r i v i n g at a f o m t a i n on the Boston Coimnon at 2:05. I t was greeted 
w i t h a grea t c e l e b r a t i o n . On November16, 1848, the B r o o k l i n e Reservoir was f i l l e 
to c apac i t y . The R e s e r v o i r ' s gatehouse i s a hardsome, c l a s s i c a l b u i l d i n g w i t h a 
c losed pediment and quoins . I t i s b u i l t o f two shades o f g r a n i t e , which empha­
s ize the quo ins , s t r i n g course, window surrounds, n i ches , and doorway and i s 
p a r t o f the Town Green N a t i o n a l Regis te r d i s t r i c t , J m e 1980). I n 1902, the 
C i t y o f Boston decided to s e l l the Reservoir and sur rounding l a n d , and, prompted 
by rtimors o f imdes i red development o f the p a r c e l , a group o f B r o o k l i n e c i t i z e n s 
c o n t r i b u t e d more than $50,000 toward the $150,000 purchase p r i c e . The c o n t r i ­
b u t i o n , made "by ne ighbo r ing p rope r ty owners toward the cost o f a c q u i r i n g the 
p r o p e r t y f o r park purposes ," was accepted by the December 30, 1902, town meeting. 
Among the c o n t r i b u t o r s were John C. Olmsted, Amy L o w e l l , Wal te r Cabot, Wal te r 
Channing, Edward A t k i n s o n , George Lee, and Ernest Bowdi tch. Al though there 
were plans i n the 1920s to b u i l t a beach and bathhouse near Lee and Dudley 
S t ree t s as w e l l as a wharf near the gatehouse, they were never enacted, and 
the r e s e r v o i r and s u r r o m d i n g park s tand today as a t r i b u t e to a group o f f a r -
s i g h t e d c i t i z e n s and a popular r e c r e a t i o n a l area. 
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fNVENTORY FORM CONTINUATION SHEET 

MASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL C(>MISSION 
Off ice of the Secretary, Boston 

Conmunity: Form No: 
76-

BROOKLINE 324/10 

Property Name: Reservoir Park 

Indicate each item on inventory form vihich is being continued belcw. ^ . 

CRITERIA FOR EVALUATION 

Reservoi r Park meets N a t i o n a l Reg i s t e r C r i t e r i a A and C, c o n t a i n i n g what was 
o r i g i n a l l y p a r t o f Boston 's f i r s t wa te r supply system: a r e s e r v o i r t h a t 
r e t a i n e d water p iped f rom Lake Coch i tua te . The nominated area inc ludes the 
Gatehouse, l i s t e d on the N a t i o n a l Regis te r i n 1980 as p a r t o f the Town 
Green H i f c t o r i c D i s t r i c t . 

BIBLIOGRAPHY 

Engineer ing Plans--E 1 40 5064-1921; E 1 36 5011-1922; B 5 26 5585 1926: 
A 20 9 2165-1905 
Town Report-1903 
Maps —1844, 1855; C l i pp ings F i l e - B r o o k l i n e P u b l i c L i b r a r y 
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Staple to Inventory form at bottom 



..^ar .:• 

OiMB No. 1024-0018 
Exp. 10-31-84 

United States Department off the Interior 
National Park Service 

National Register of Historic 
Inventory—Nomination Form 

Continuation sheet Item number Page 

Multiple Resource Area 
Thematic Group 

N a m e B r o o k l i n e MRA 

state MASSACHUSETTS 

Nomination/Type of Review 

61. Milestone 
(Boylston St. ) 7 \ 

62. Murphy, William, House 

63. Orrock, Rev. John, House 

64. Paine Estate 

Date/Signature 

Eiytwrea 1« 7) Keeper 
National B««l»*«r ^ 

; Attest 

fictional Heffl«t«r 

eeper 

Attest 

^("iteeper 

Attest 

eeper 

Attest 

65. Perkins Estate 

66. Reservoir Park 

67. Ritchie Building 

68. Roughwood , 

Entered in 
national BegiBt««» 

En-tfeiBd In tlia 
Uatlonal Begi 

•̂ A^eeper 

Attest 

deeper 

Attest 

,fixlLI,....u...-.4/^./^^Po/( 7 L I 

"^^eepev ^j^ti-^-'--^-<«^>^^^<x-^ ^"/fr/afi 

^ t i o n a l S»«i»tef . ^ ^ e p e r X j L f ^ ^ / ' ^ y ^ ^ V / 7 /^7 

Errtere* i n the 

69. Saint Aidan's Church and 
Rectory 

IsmcfA TM mn 

Attest 

^Keeper 

Attest 

ltee Keeper c7?i^--^-^'^y^-...-^S^.zy<^ PdApA^k 

Attest 

70. Saint Mary of the Assumption ; • • ,St/^epe? (^774^iLl^i^-'c-^.^.^SY^ j/^j 
Church, Rectory, School and \\ 
Convent fiifffeaced 1» th* Attest 

'•'' . • IT-dtiorra.1 •*««l8t©r 



WASO Form - 177 
("R" June 1984) 

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES 
EVALUATION/RETURN SHEET 

Reservoir Park (Brookline MRA) 
Norfolk County ~" 
MASSACHUSETTS 

• resubmission 
• nomination by person or local government . * 
mi owner objection 
• appeal 

Substantive Review: CH sample • request 

Working No. 
SEP̂  4 1985 

En-tersd In 
national Register 

Fed. Reg. Date: 
Date Due: / < ^ 3 A P > J ' 

ction: _ J ^ 7 A C C E P T _ 

RETURN. 
REJECT. 

/o-py~^r 

Federal Agency: 

CH appeal CH NR decision 

Reviewer's comments: 

Recom./Criteria. 
Reviewer 
Discipline 
Date 

. see continuation sheet 

Nomination returned for: .technical corrections cited below 
.substantive reasons discussed below 

1. Name 

2. Location 

3. Classification 

Category ; Ownership 
Public Acquisition 

Status 
Access! bie 

Present Use 

4. Owner of Property 

5. Location of Legal Description 

6. Representation in Existing Surveys 

Has this property been determined eligible? • yes • no 

7. Description 

Condition 

a excellent 

CH good 

CHfair 

I I deteriorated 

I I ruins 

I I unexposed 

Check one 

unaltered 

altered 

Check one 

• original site 

moved date. 

Describe the present and original (if l<nown) physical appearance 

CH summary paragraph 
CH completeness •"••-•••••ff •,-
CH clarity 
CH alterations/integrity 
I I dates . \ 
CH boundary selection v 



8. Significance , :f 

Period Areas of Significance-Check and justify below 

Specific dates Builder/Architect 
Statement of Significance (in one paragraph) 

• summary paragraph 
CH completeness i. - ^ 
CH clarity 
CH applicable criteria 
CH justification of areas checked 
CH relating significance to the resource - *̂  ' 

context - - ' 
CH relationship of integrity to significance • 
CH justification of exception • 
CH other 

a.:f 

•fiTmfikWtiTT 

9. Major Bibliographical References 

10. Geographical Data 

Acreage of nominated property 
Quadrangle name 
UTM References 

Verbal boundary description and justification 

11. Form Prepared By 

12. State Historic Preservation Officer Certification 
The evaluated significance of this property within the state is: 

national state local 

State Historic Preservation Officer signature 

title date 

13. Other 

CH Maps 
CH Photographs 
• Other 

Questions concerning this nomination may tie directed to . 

Signed. Date Phone: 

Comments for any item may be continued on an attachedsfteet 












