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1. Name of Property

historic name Massachusetts Fifil School
Other names/site number

2. Location

street & number Ravson Road and Beach Street not for publication
city, town Quincy vicinity
state Massachusetts code 025 county NfArfnlk code n?i zip code n?iAQ

3. Classification

Ownership of Property Category of Property Number of Resources within Property
He] private fx~1 building(s) Contributing Noncontributing
r~1 public-local | I district 1 . buildings
| | public-State | 1Isite . sites
| Ipublic-Federal | Istructure . structures
| | object . objects
Total
Name of related multiple property listing: Number of contributing resources previously
N/A listed in the National Register n

4. State/Federal Agency Certification

As the designated authority under the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966, as amended, | hereby certify that this
fx] nomination Cj request for determination of eligibility meets the documentation standards for registering properties in the
National Register of Historic Places and meets the procedural and professional requirements set forth in 36 CFR Part 60.

In my.opinion, the property meets does not meet the National Register criteria. See continuation sheet.

Signature of certifying official Date
Executive Director, Massachusetts Historical mmmi .;.;ir.r.;

State or Federal agency and bureau State Historic Preservation Offi r..-r

In my opinion, the property meets does not meet the National Register criteria. See continuation sheet.
Signature of commenting or other official Date

State or Federal agency and bureau

5. National Paric Service Certification
I, hereby, certify that this property is:
| !entered in the National Register.
I | See continuation sheet.
| [determined eligible for the National
Register. Qse e continuation sheet,
n determined not eligible for the
National Register.

I lremoved from the National Register,
other, (explain:)

Signature of the Keeper Date of Action
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The west (rear) elevation is pierced by seven windows at both the first and
second stories; all contain 6/6 sash except at the basement where six-pane
fixed sash exist. An eyebrow dormer is nearly centered above this elevation,
the remainder of which is hidden by a 1923 addition.

The 1923 addition is rectangular in plan with a projecting entrance block at
the west end of its south elevation, and a rear ell at the northwest corner.
It rises from a basement that is faced with multi-colored granite ashlar in
which are set small windows capped by splayed, granite lintels. A dressed
granite water table encircles the addition. Above the basement, the addition
is faced with pressed red brick and trimmed with cast stone; the roof is

flat. Sash is aluminum, consisting of 6/6 at the basement, 12/12 at the first
story, and 2/2 between the first and second story. Decorative details include
a cast-stone cornice, and dressed granite and brick splayed lintels.

The facade (south elevation) of the 1923 addition consists of a projecting
entrance block (west) containing a blank brick wall with a decorative panel,
and double doors set in a pedimented surround. Above the entrance, a large
tripartite window framed by brick pilasters rises to the cast-iron cornice and
date plaque. East of the entry block is a six-bay elevation. Above the first
story, bays are framed by brick pilasters that rise to a concrete cornice and
brick parapet. Basement windows contain 3/3 sash, while 12/12 sash exist at
the upper stories; windows at the second story are topped by twelve-light
transoms.

The west elevation of the addition is divided into two ten-bay sections; the
northern section is slightly recessed. Bays are delineated by brick pilasters
rising from the water table to the cornice. Windows at the basement contain
6/6 sash, while upper-story windows contain 12/12 sash. At the north corner
is an entry containing paneled double doors and a three-pane transom set in a
granite surround that is continuous with the water table. Above the entry are
two 6/6 windows that light a stairwell.

The north elevation of the addition is in two planes; the westernmost of these
contains a single basement window (6/6), a pair of 12/12 windows at the first
and second stories, and a single 6/6 window between stories in the west bay.
The eastern plane of the addition's north elevation is identical to the south
elevation's east plane, except that the bays are not separated "y pilasters.

The east elevation of the northwest ell of the addition has four widely spaced
bays with window treatment matching the rest of the addition.

(Continued)
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A chaeol ogy

Wiile no prehistoric sites are currently recorded on the property, it is
possible that sites nay be Present. At |east twosites are recordedin the
eneral area (within onemle), and the area once known as Massachusetts

ields i sregistered to have kx a%at hering place by the Massachusetts
Indians during the Contact Period. potential does exist for |ocating
historic period remains since the parcel 1slocated near anearly turnpike and
the Colonial-period Josiah Qincy house. Ingeneral, however, the potential
for significant archaeol ogi cal renains, either prehistoric or historic, seens
low as aresult of small |ot size (less than one acre) and intense

devel opment on the | ot and i nthe general area.



8. Statement of Significance Massachusetts Fields School, Quincy, Massachusetts
Certifying official has considered the significance of this property in relation to other properties:

I I nationally CU statewide [xH locally
Applicable National Register Criteria [z]B O C | ID
Criteria Considerations (Exceptions) CHA Q B O C [HIF | |G
Areas of Significance (enter categories from instructions) Period of Significance Significant Dates
Architecture 1896- 1938 1923

Educati on
Communi ty Pl anni ng and Devel opnent

Cultural Affiliation

N/A
Significant Person Architect/Builder
N/A A. H. Wright

State significance of property, and justify criteria, criteria considerations, and areas and periods of significance noted above.

The Massachusetts Fields School possesses integrity of |ocation, design,
materials, worknanship, setting, and historical association with thecrvic
devel opnent of the town of Quincy. Constructedin 1896, the school represents
the coomtnent of the Quncy School Conmittee to remain inthe vanguard of
educational innovation. AvveII-RLgserved exanpl e of Are and ol oni al
Revival style architecture, the Missachusetts Fields School renains nearly
unaltered since its enlargenent in1923. The Missachusetts Fiel ds School "t hus
neets criteria Aand Cfor ||st|n? on the National Register of Hstoric
Maces, with significance at the [ocal |evel.

Tre town of Q;lnrécy has | ong been noted as a forerunner in educational

| nnovat i on. town's celebrated School Gormittee of 1873, chaired by John
Quincy Adang ||, was distressed by the condition of "inmobility in the

school s; no advance i ntenyears; |ittle change and no inprovenent in a
century." The average graduate of the granmar school i n 1870 had difficulty
reading without faltering andcould barely wite a standardletter in a

| egible, correctly spelled nanner. Mnbers of the Shool nmttee conduct ed
an examnation of each school inQincy (approxinately thirty at that tinme)
and were appal led with the results, concluding that theentire systemwas in
need of reform The decision was nade t o engage a superintendent of school s
wo woul d undert ake a conpl ete overhauling of the system In 1875, ol onel
Francis W Parker becane the first Superintendent of Schools inQincy. In
the Per!od from1875 t o 1880, Parker brought about an educational revol ution,
devel opi ng the nost noted school systeminthe state. 1n 1878, the Sate
Board of Education issued a report praising the acconplishnents of Parker and
the Shool Gmttee:

5n See continuation sheet
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Quincy furnished a striking example of what can be
accomplished, even in a short time, through the right kind of
superintendence. Twoyears ago, the schools there were about
on a par with those of the average town. In less than a year
after they were placed under the charge of Colonel F.W.
Parker, the teachers had become indoctrinated with his ideas
and method, and in consequence, the schools were wonderfully
transformed. The primary schools deserve special mention. |
mede a careful comparison of their methods and the results
obtained with those of the best primary schools | know, in town
or city, and was surprised at the general superiority of the
Quincy work.

In 1880, Parker left Quincy to become one of the Supervisors of Schools in
Boston; he was succeeded by Sylvestor Brown, who directed the educational
program in Quincy for three years. Brown was followed by George Aldrich who
continued as superintendent for nine years. In 1892, Herbert W. Lull, then
principal of Quincy's high school, became Superintendent. Lull carried out
Parker's strong tradition. Not only was Lull responsible for the construction
of a new high school (now Central Junior High School), but he organized the
construction of four other schoolhouses during his tenure (1892-1900): the
Massachusetts Fields School, Lincoln School, Gridley Bryant School, and Cranch
School. When Colonel Parker began his work in Quincy, there were 1,544 pupils
and 36 teachers in the schools. By the end of Lull's superintendency there
were 137 teachers and approximately 5,920 students in the system.

The Massachusetts Fields School was constructed in 1896, by Quincy builder
Stephen 0. Moxon. It takes its name from what was once a broad, open plain
between Mount Wollaston and the Neponset River that was known as the
Massachusetts Fields; it is believed to have been the gathering place of the
Massachusetts tribe of Indians. By 1922, overcrowding in the schools had led
to the construction of "portable school buildings” on the grounds of nine
Quincy schools, including the Massachusetts Fields School. To accommodate
increased enrollment in the schools, a major building program was developed
with the enlargement of the Massachusetts Fields School as the first step. A
nine-room addition to the school was completed in 1924; the School Committee
explained in its annual report that "the addition to the Massachusetts Fields
School has been so planned that, when the old building can no longer be used,
it may be replaced by a similar addition, together making a completed whole."

According to the Historical and Architectural Overview of Quincy (July 1986,
Fannin/Lehrer), four of Quincy's public schools were designed by Albert Hayden
Wright between 1896 and 1913. Little is known of Albert Wright except that he
practiced architecture in association with William H. McLean

Continued
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from 1902 until 1911. McLean and Wright are known for a number of
institutional buildings including the High School in Provincetown, Bellows
Free Academy in St. Albans, Vermont, and the Memorial Library in Rockland,
Massachusetts. The four Quincy Schools designed by Wright include the Gridley
Bryant School (1896), the Massachusetts Fields School (1896), the Cranch
School (1900), and the Adams School (1931). AIll but the Adams School were
built in the Renaissance Revival style; the Adams School follows Colonial
Revival patterns. The Gridley Bryant School and the Massachusetts Fields
School are virtually identical in plan and detailing, both constructed of red
brick and possessing similar entry bays and rooflines. The Cranch School is
nearly identical in plan to the Gridley Bryant School: it is symmetrical with
a projecting central-entry pavilion. Because it is believed that Stephen O.
Moxon, a Quincy builder with an office at 48 Congress Street, drew up the
plans for the Massachusetts Fields School, it is entirely possible that he
worked closely with the architects on this, and other commissions.

Between 1870 and 1915, fourteen schools were constructed in Quincy. Most were
the fruition of the nationally known and practiced "Quincy Public System"
developed by Francis 0. Parker, superintendent from 1875-1880. With the
exception of the four schools designed by A. H. Wright, other schools are as
varied in design and style as their architects, which include E. G. Thayer,
Sturgis & Cabot, and Charles Brigham.

On June 15, 1982, the Massachusetts Fields School closed its doors to the
elementary school students who had occupied it since its construction almost a
century earlier. The city of Quincy took control of the vacant building in
September 1982. It has now been rehabilitated for use as apartments.

The Massachusetts Fields School retains characteristic elements of its Queen
Anne-style design in the original building, including its corbelled cornices,
blind arches with decorative brick diapering, eyebrow dormer, and slate roof
with copper cresting. The building also retains its characteristic
nineteenth-century plan with separate entrances for boys and girls. The 1923
addition features details characteristic of the later Colonial Revival style
that became so popular for twentieth-century school design, including brick
pilasters, pedimented entrance, and cast-stone ornamental details.
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Geographi cal Data

BOINDRY [ESR PTTON

The property boundaries of the school are as follows: beginning at a point on
the northwest corner of Beach Street and Rwson Road, running west along the
northside of Beach Street to the eastern boundary of the Rrgperty at  Beach
Street, then north along the eastern lot line of 120 Beach Street an 93 W | et
Street to the south side of Wllet Street, then running east al ong the south
side of Wllet Street toits intersection with Rason Road, then south al ong
the west side of Ramson Road t o the begi nning point.
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1. Nim« of PropTty
historic name MaQQar”l.;p*g FiPids School
other nameelelte number

2. Locitlon
street & number R3w<jon Road and Beach Street nil >na for publication
CitV. town g.nnry nil VICInIty
State Massachusetts COde 025 COunty Norfolk oode 021 zioeode 02169
3. ClaMilflcitlon
Ownership of Property Category of Property Number of Resources within Property
GZ! private Q bullding(s) Contributing Noncontributing
[Z publicdocal o district | buildings
| 1 public-State e site sites
O public-Federal | 1 structure structures
» oObject objects
J. Total
Name of related multiple property listing: Number of contributing resources previously
N/A listed In the National Register _ Q

4. State/Federal Agency Certification

As the designated authority under the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966, as amended, | hereby certify that this

nomination ¢ request for determination of eligibility meets the documentation standards for registering properties In the
National Register of Historic Places and meets the procedural and professional requirements set forth In 36 CFR Part 60,
Inmy opinion, theproperty * meets does not meet the National Register criteria. See continuation sheet.

Signature of certifying official Date
Deputy State historic Preservation Officer; Massachusetts Historical Coimnission

State or Federal agency and bureau

In my opinion, the property meets « does not meet the National Register criteria. See continuation sheet.
Signature of commenting or other official Data

State or Federal agency and bureau

5. National Park Service Certification
I, her™y, certify that this property Is:
Q7ntered in the National Register.
| I See continuation sheet.
» determined eligible for the National
Register. «  See continuation sheet.
e determined not eligible for the
National Register.

I 1 removed from the National Register.
| I other, (explain:)

Signature of the Keeper Date of Action



6. Function or i Massarhmartr gieldc School, (luine_y.. Majaj. liubelLL;,

Historic Functions (enter categories from instructions) Current Functions (enter categories from instructions)
Educati on/ sr.hnol r> L L
Ny e->iji" " —Domestic/iuulLxple dwelling

7. Description
Architectural Classification Materials (enter categories from instructions)
(enter categories from instructions)

foundation gram' tp
Late Victorian; Oueen Anne walls brick

roof slafe
other

Describe present and historic physical appearance.

The Massachusetts Fields School, Quincy stands on a lot (225" by 250") bounded
by Beach Street (south), Rawson Street (east), and Hamilton Street (north) in
an area of 20th-century, single-family houses mixed with small stores. The
school was built in two stages, namely a two-story, brick structure with a hip
roof (1896), and a two story, flat-roofed brick addition (1923-1924) set
asymmetrically at the west end (rear) of the original building.

The original building has a T-shaped floor plan through which rise two
interior ventilator stacks. The building rests on a high basement above which
are two full stories and a slate-covered hip roof with no dormers. Finishes
that are consistent by story include a rock-faced granite basement laid up in
random ashlar and a granite water table, rusticated brickwork at the first
story, a rock-faced granite course at the head of the first story, and a
stepped cornice at the head of the second story. Windows vary in size by
location, although most contain 6/6 aluminum sash (installed as part of the
1984 rehabilitation to replace badly deteriorated original sash) set in
rectangular surrounds with rock-faced granite sills and brick heads.

The facade (east) is sytnmetrical about a projecting central pavilion with a
hip roof; the pavilion is flanked by entry porches. Fenestration consists of
five windows per story at the pavilion and three small windows per story on
flanking sections of the facade. Each entry porch is contained beneath a shed
roof that continues the line of the main roof. Porches contain paneled double
doors set in a blind arch, decorated with brick diapering. Flanking the entry
are narrow windows (1/1) above which are blind oculi.

The north elevation is symmetrically arranged, with fenestration consisting of
five windows per story. Basement windows contain sash with six lights; first-
and second-story windows contain 6/6 sash, with rock-faced granite sills and
brick heads (splayed at the first story). The south elevation is a mirror
image of the north elevation.

[xISee continuation sheet
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The west (rear) elevation is pierced by seven windows at both the first and
second stories; all contain 6/6 sash except at the basement where six-pane
fixed sash exist. An eyebrow dormer is nearly centered above this elevation,
the remainder of which is hidden by a 1923 addition.

The 1923 addition is rectangular in plan with a projecting entrance block at
the west end of its south elevation, and a rear ell at the northwest corner.
It rises from a basement that is faced with multi-colored granite ashlar in
which are set small windows capped by splayed, granite lintels. A dressed
granite water table encircles the addition. Above the basement, the addition
is faced with pressed red brick and trimmed with cast stone; the roof is

flat. Sash is aluminum, consisting of 6/6 at the basement, 12/12 at the first
story, and 2/2 between the first and second story. Decorative details include
a cast-stone cornice, and dressed granite and brick splayed lintels.

The facade (south elevation) of the 1923 addition consists of a projecting
entrance block (west) containing a blank brick wall with a decorative panel,
and double doors set in a pedimented surround. Above the entrance, a large
tripartite window framed by brick pilasters rises to the cast-iron cornice and
date plaque. East of the entry block is a six-bay elevation. Above the first
story, bays are framed by brick pilasters that rise to a concrete cornice and
brick parapet. Basement windows contain 3/3 sash, while 12/12 sash exist at
the upper stories; windows at the second story are topped by twelve-light
transoms.

The west elevation of the addition is divided into two ten-bay sections; the
northern section is slightly recessed. Bays are delineated by brick pilasters
rising from the water table to the cornice. Windows at the basement contain
6/6 sash, while upper-story windows contain 12/12 sash. At the north corner
is an entry containing paneled double doors and a three-pane transom set in a
granite surround that is continuous with the water table. Above the entry are
two 6/6 windows that light a stairwell.

The north elevation of the addition is in two planes; the westernmost of these
contains a single basement window (6/6), a pair of 12/12 windows at the first
and second stories, and a single 6/6 window between stories in the west bay.
The eastern plane of the addition's north elevation is identical to the south
elevation's east plane, except that the bays are not separated by pilasters.

The east elevation of the northwest ell of the addition has four widely spaced
bays with window treatment matching the rest of the addition.

(Continued)
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The building has been rehabilitated for use as apartnents. The conpleted
renovation of the building preserves all of the exterior detailing on the
various elevations ad principal entries to the structure. This includes
characteristic elenents of the Queen Ane stYle in the original building
31896),.such as corbelled cornices, granite Tintels, blind arches wth
ecorative brick diapering, and the original I\/assachusetts Fields Shool netal
signface. The slate roof, snowguard, ad copper cresting were restored and
the eyebroww ndowand copper-clad penthouse were preserved. Te 1923
addition preserves details characteristic of the Colonial Revival style,

i ncl udi ng br|ck.F|Iasters, a pedinented nain entrance, and cast-stone
ornanental details. Dporway and w ndow openings renai n unchanged on the
exterior of the buyldln?. Qe exception Is the pair of wndows (2 feet by 2
feet in size) flanki n% he arched doorway on the east elevation, which were
replaced with two-light sash instead of four-light sash, which occupied these

wndows originally. ~ This is not considered to affect the exterior appearance

of the structure in any significant way.

After interiorrenovation, sone original wood trim (wainscotting, door and
W ndow enf ranenents) renains in the public portions (i.e., halls, entry
spaces) of the building. However, trimhas been renoved fromnach of the
residential portion of the building.

During the course of rehabilitation, the school's historic floor plan ves
nodi fred, although the original relationship of central corridor to classroom
survives. For the nost part, classroons were converted into single dwelling

units. The forner auditorium space, however, was converted into four dwelling
units and mo longer retains integrityas a public open space. Paster nolding

and cornices renain intact in half of this area; the bal ance vas |ost from
water danage prior to the present rehabilitation.

A chaeol ogy

Wi le no Preh| storic sites are currently recorded on the property, it is
possible that sites my be present. A least tw sites are recorded in the
general ‘area (Withinone mle), ad the area once known as Missachusetts
lelds is registered to have been a gat hering place by the Massachusetts

Indians during the Contact Period. potential does exist for [ocating

historic period remains since the parcel Is located near an early turnpike and

the Colonial-period Josiah Quincy house. In general, however, the potential

for significant archaeol ogical renains, either prehistoric or historic, seens

low as a result of small | ot size (less than one acre) ad intense
devel opnent on the | ot and in the general area.



8. Statement of Significance XN AANMAAAN SN Fi«>1HQ Srhnnl , gmnry, MassarhlesP""s
Certifying official has considered the significance of this property in relation to other properties:

| I nationally o statewide e locally
Applicable National Register Criteria Q A Q B Q C I lo
Criteria Considerations (Exceptions) Q A ¢« B « C =« D « F 111G
Areas of Significance (enter categories from instructions) Period of Significance Significant Dates
A~rhirrrAnrP 1896-1938 1896. 1923

F.ducarion

Cultural Affiliation

n/a
Significant Person Architect/Builder
n/a A. H. Wright

State significance of property, and justify criteria, criteria considerations, and areas and periods of significance noted atxjve.

Tre Massachusetts Fields School possesses integrity of |ocation, design, V
material s, worknanship, setting, and historical association wth the civic

devel opnent of the tom of Quincy. nstructed in 18%, the school represents
the conmnt nent of the Quncy Shoo Gnmntteetorenain inthe vanguard of
educational innovation. Awell -Rbseserved exanpl e of Queen Are ol oni al
Revival style architecture, the Mssachusetts Fields Shool rensins nearly

unal tered since its enlargenent in 1923. The Missachusetts Fields Shool * thus
neets criteria Aand Cfor ||st|n? on the National Register of Hstoric

Maces, wth significance at the local |evel.

Tre tom of %y has | ong been noted as a forerunner in educational

| nnovat i on. town's celebrated Shool Conmnttee of 1873, chaired by John
Qincy Adans ||, was distressed by the condition of "inmobility inthe P,
school s; no advance in ten years; little change and o inprovenent in a *
century." The average graduate of the grammar school in 1870 had difficulty
reading wthout faltering and could barely wite a standard letter in a
legible, correctly spelled nanner. Mniers of the Shoo Cnmittee conducted
an examnation of each school in Quincy (approxi rrzatel)(l thirty at that tine)

ad were appal led wth theresults, concluding that the entire systemwas in
need of reform The deci sionvas nace to a superintendent of school s
wo woul d undertake a conpl ete overhauling of the system In 1875 Gl onel
Francis W Parker becane thefirst Superintendent of Schools in Quincy. In

the period from1875 to 1880, Parker brought about an educational revol ution,
devel oping the nost noted school systeminthestate. In 1878 the Sate

Board of Education issued a report praising the acconplishnents of Parker and
the School Gonmittee:

fx| See contlnuatkm sheet



9. Malor Blblloaraphlcal References

F1 See continuation sheet
Previous documentation on file (NPS):

[x] preliminary determination of Individual listing (36 CFR 67) Primary location of additional data;
has been requested HpcA #0570-84-MA Pn State historic preservation office
previously listed In the National Register B other State agency
previously determined eligible by the National Register Federal agency
designated a National Historic Landmark I 1 Local government
I I recorded by Historic American Buildings I I University
Survey # e other
I 1 recorded by Historic American Engineering Specify repository:
Record # MHC I nventory of Historic Assets #495

10. Qeoflraphlcal Data
Acreage of property Tf»gg than nnt® ai-T-o

U_ﬂDf/\fe_re/\(?ell/\ou ALLLALYAW)N Scal e - 1 25000

A h i9l [-AMAi-Alfticinl kKi M« 1?12 in B L
Zone Easting Northing Zone Easting Northing

CLJU [

J—L [
I I See continuation sheet

Verbal Boundary Description

[x] See continuation sheet

Boundary Justification

The bounds of theproperty arethehistoric and present extentof thel ot associated
with t he Massachusetts Fields School.

I 1 See continuation sheet
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Quincy furnished a striking example of what can be
accomplished, even in a short time, through the right kind of
superintendence. Two years ago, tlie schools there were about
on a par with those of the average town. In less than a year
after they were placed under the charge of Colonel F. W.
Parker, the teachers had become indoctrinated with his ideas
and method, and in consequence, the schools were wonderfully
transformed. The primary schools deserve special mention. |
mede a careful comparison of their methods and the results
obtained with those of the best primary schools | know, in town
or city, and was surprised at the general superiority of the
Quincy work.

In 1880, Parker left Quincy to become one of the Supervisors of Schools in
Boston; he was succeeded by Sylvestor Brown, who directed the educational
program in Quincy for three years. Brown was followed by George Aldrich who
continued as superintendent for nine years. In 1892, Herbert W. Lull, then
principal of Quincy's high school, became Superintendent. Lull carried out
Parker's strong tradition. Not only was Lull responsible for the construction
of a new high school (now Central Junior High School), but he organized the
construction of four other schoolhouses during his tenure (1892-1900): the
Massachusetts Fields School, Lincoln School, Gridley Bryant School, and Cranch
School. When Colonel Parker began his work in Quincy, there were 1,544 pupils
and 36 teachers in the schools. By the end of Lull's superintendency there
were 137 teachers and approximately 5,920 students in the system.

The Massachusetts Fields School was constructed in 1896, by Quincy builder
Stephen 0. Moxon. It takes its name from what was once a broad, open plain
between Mount Wollaston and the Neponset River that was known as the
Massachusetts Fields; it is believed to have been the gathering place of the
Massachusetts tribe of Indians. By 1922, overcrowding in the schools had led
to the construction of "portable school buildings" on the grounds of nine
Quincy schools, including the Massachusetts Fields School. To accommodate
increased enrollment in the schools, a major building program was developed
with the enlargement of the Massachusetts Fields School as the first step. A
nine-room addition to the school was completed in 1924; the School Committee
explained in its annual report that "the addition to the Massachusetts Fields
School has been so planned that, when the old building can no longer be used,
it may be replaced by a similar addition, together making a completed whole."

According to the Historical and Architectural Overview of Quincy (July 1986,
Fannin/Lehrer), four of Quincy's public schools were designed by Albert Hayden
Wright between 1896 and 1913. Little is known of Albert Wright except that he
practiced architecture in association with William H. McLean

Conti nued
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from 1902 until 1911. McLean and Wright are known for a number of
institutional buildings including the High School in Provincetown, Bellows
Free Academy in St. Albans, Vermont, and the Memorial Library in Rockland,
Massachusetts. The four Quincy Schools designed by Wright include the Gridley
Bryant School (1896), the Massachusetts Fields School (1896), the Cranch
School (1900), andtlie Adams School (1931). AIll but the Adams School were
built in the Renaissance Revival style; the Adams School follows Colonial
Revival patterns. The Gridley Bryant School and the Massachusetts Fields
School are virtually identical in plan and detailing, both constructed of red
brick and possessing similar entry bays and rooflines. The Cranch School is
nearly identical in plan to the Gridley Bryant School: it is symmetrical with
a projecting central-entry pavilion. Because it is believed that Stephen O.
Moxon, a Quincy builder with an office at 48 Congress Street, drew up the
plans for the Massachusetts Fields School, it is entirely possible that he
worked closely with the architects on this, and other commissions.

Between 1870 and 1915, fourteen schools were constructed in Quincy. Most were
the fruition of the nationally known and practiced "Quincy Public System"
developed by Francis D. Parker, superintendent from 1875-1880. With the
exception of the four schools designed by A. H. Wright, other schools are as
varied in design and style as their architects, which include E. 6. Thayer,
Sturgis & Cabot, and Charles Brigham.

On June 15, 1982, the Massachusetts Fields School closed its doors to the
elementary school students who had occupied it since its construction almost a
century earlier. Thecity of Quincy took control of the vacant building in
September 1982. It has nowbeen rehabilitated for use as apartments.

All significant architectural elements were retained on the building's
exterior. The Massachusetts Fields School retains characteristic elements of
its Queen Anne-style design in the original building, including its corbelled
cornices, blind arches with decorative brick diapering, eyebrow dormer, and
slate roof with copper cresting. The building also retains elements of its
characteristic nineteenth-century plan with separate entrances for boys and
girls. The 1923 addition features details characteristic of the later
Colonial Revival style that became so popular for twentieth-century school
design, including brick pilasters, pedimented entrance, and cast-stone
ornamental details. While significant interior changes have occurred in
conversion from school to residential use, renovation of the building on the
whole has not affected its overall integrity nor compromised the structure's
historic significance.
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My 27, 1988

Carol Shull

National Register of Historic Places
Department of the Interior

National Park Service

P.O. Box 37127

Washington, DC 20013-7127

Dear Ms. Shull:
Encl osed you will find the nonmnation forns for the followng properties:
There are three properties in Boston:
Eliot Hall; 7AEiot Sreet
First Church of Janaica Plain; 6 Eliot Street
Geek OQthodox Gathedral of Nw England;, 520 Parker Street

Haverhill, Intervale Factory; 402 Rver Street
Lincoln, Viods End Roed Historic District; 68 Baker Bridge Road, 1, 5 9,
and 10 Weods BEnd Red

Lowell, Merrimack-Middle Streets Historic District (Boundary Increase);
Merrimack, Middle, Prescott, Central, and Market Streets;

A. Hocum Hosford Building HPCA# 10283VIA
Vestry Building HPCA# 1020/MA
D. L. Page Building HPCA# 1081 MA
Quincy, Massachusetts Fields School; Rawson Road and Beach Street;
HPCA# 0570-84-MA

Massachusetts Historical Commission, Vaerie A. Tdmage, Executive Director, Sate Historic Preservation Officer
80 Boylston Street, Boston, Massachusetts02116  (617)727-8470

Office of the Secretary of State, Michael J. Connolly, Secretary



They have been voted eligible by the State Review Board and have been signed
by the State Historic Preservation Officer. Owners were notified of pending
State Review Board consideration 30-75 days before the meeting and were

afforded the opportunity to comment. No comments have been received to date.

Sincerely,

Bet sy Fri edber _
Ntional Register Drector
Missachusett's H storical Gnmussi on

B+ es

Encl osur e
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September 25, 1990

Carol Shull

National Register of Historic Places
Department of the Interior

National Park Service

P.O. Box 37127

Washington, DC 20013-7127

Dear Ms. Shull:
Encl osed pl ease find the fol | ow ng nomnati on:

Massachusetts Fiel ds School, Rmson Roed and Beach Street, Quincy,
Massachusetts 02169 (HRAHOS/0-84-M\A.

There has been o owner objection for the property listed above. The
nomnation was returned to the Missachusetts Hstorical Gnmssion on My 31,
1988. With the hel p of consultant Frederick Lynan, all corrections have now
been nade for resubm ssi on.

Sncerely,

Betsy Friedberg
National Register Director
Massachusetts Historical Commission

enclosure

Massachusetts Historical Commission, Valerie A. TSAmd” e Executive Director, State Historic Presarvation Officer
80 Boylston Street, Boston, Massachusetts 02116 (617) 727-8470

Office of the Secretary of Sate, Michael J. Connolly, Secretary
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Restricted Location |Information: Omer: PRI Resource t/ype: BUILDING
Contributing Noncontributing
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Sites 0
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Significance:
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EDUCATI ON
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Significance: 1925-1949
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NOT' APPLI CABLE

Wight, A H
Moxon, St ephen O.

Ot her Documentation:
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HABS No. N A HAER No. N A
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